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DUKE of MARLBOROUGH, 


Prince of Mindelheim, Captain-General and Com- 
mander in chief of the armies of Her Britannick # 
Majeſty and the States of the United Provinces, 41 

Knight of the Moſt Noble Order of the Gaster, | 

Maſter of the Ordnance, Gc. 


INCLUDING 


A more exact, impartial, and methodical narrative of te 
late war upon the Danube, the Rhine, and in the Nether- 1 
lands, chan has cver yet appeared. 


Compiled from Authentick Journals, without regard to any former 
attempt of the ſame nature, 
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—— In battle brave ; 

But ſtill ſerene i in all the ſtormy war, 

Like bea vn above the N ; and after fight, 

As merciful and kind to vanguiſu d foes, 

As a forgiving God. | | 
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To His Gaact 
THE 


.DUKE of MARLBOROUGH, 


My Lord Duke, 
T is impoſlible to think of a patron to 
this ſhort hiſtory, without reſolving 
at once who it ſhould be. Every read- 
er who looks in the title of it, will im- 
mediately conclude, that a life of the 
late Duke of Marlborough can belong 
to no body fo properly as to the preſent. 
You too, My Lord, have taken up the 
profeſſion of arms, which adds to the 
propriety of this addreſs. It can give no 
offence to the greateſt general in Europe, 
to propoſe your illuſtrious grandfather 
to him for an example; but no man liv- 
ing can imitate that example with the 
fameplcaſure, the ſame inward ſatis faction 
as your Grace. | 
I here have been, in ſome families, a 
fucceſſion of great captains, as well as 


great ſtateſmen. Every ſoldier who re- 


veres the n of the firſt Duke of 


Matt: 


The DED1GAT10N. 
Marlborough, will rejoice to ſee the ſame 
heroic qualities ſhine forth in a ſecond. 

We are now, My Lord, in all appear- 
ance; upon the brink of a war, that only: 
teſt - of military genius, and which your 
Grace hath. hitherto wanted. Even the | + 
immortal Churchill, had he lived his youth ; 
under the pacific reigns of their late and 
| preſent moſt excellent majeſtics, could 
have had no more opportunity than your 
Grace, to ſhew he was able to command 
armies. PN” 

Tho his courage was early knows: it 
was late before his conſummate abilities 
bad full room to appear, and the greateſt 
character in hiſtory was formed towards 
the decline of lite. Your Grace, 2 mn 1 
your prime, has all the advantage of his 
mighty tolls to ſet out with. . I hat you 
may early acquire as much fame as your 
great anceſtor, and live long to enjoy it, 
is the prayer of, eee 
5 Wur Graz?! moſs obedient 
Humble: ſervant, 
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Du kk of MARLBOROUGH, 


Nom his Birth to the Year awhen he was declared 
Generaliſſimo of the Allies. 


gh, and Prince of the empire, was and binh, - 


the ſecond ſon of Sir Winſton Churchill, 
Knt. of Wooton-Baſſet in the county of Wilts, 
by his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John 
Drake, Bart. of Aſhe in Devonſhire, The family 
of the Churchills, or Courcills, (as they were for- 
merly called) is very ancient, and we have me- 
morials of it in Normandy before the conqueſt, 
and in England from that period down 1 2 
Is B i 


ö 
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| or CHURCHILL, Duke of Marl His deſcent 
borou | 


Sir Winſton 
Churchill, 
his father, 


His Lakes. 


Mrs, Ara- 5 


bella 


The HISTORY of Book 1, 


birth of our hero, which happened at Aſhe a- 
foreſaid, in the pariſh of Muſbury, in Devon- 
ſhire, on the 24th of June, 1650. 

The Churchills had long been eminent for their 
ſervices to the crown, and Mr. Winſton, in par- 
ticular, was ſo diſtinguiſhed by his loyalty in the 
worlt of times to King Charles I, that he be- 
came obnoxious to Cromwell and the common- 
wealth. It was during his lady's retirement from 
the perſecutions of the faction, that his ſon John, 
a perſon who has made the name and family 
illuſtrious to all poſterity, was given to this na- 
tion, and to Europe, Mr, Churchill had better 
fortune after the Reſtoration than many other loy- 
al ſufferers, who were but too little regarded at 
the court of King Charles II. For he was honour- 
ed with the dignity of knighthood, made one of 
the commiſhoners of the court of Claims in Ire- 
land, and afterwards clerk comptroller to the 
board of Green-cloth in England. He ſerved in 


parliament for the towns of Weymouth in Dor- 


ſetſhire, and Lyn-Regis in Norfolk, and lived in 
favour with both Charles II and James IT, till he 
died a little before the abdication of the latter. 
He was one of the firlt fellows of the Royal Soci- 
ety, a gentleman of ſenſe and learning, ſteady in 
his principles, and unblemiſhed in his character, 
We have a folio volume of his writing, entitled, 
Divi Britannici ; being Remarks upon the Lives of 
all the Kings of this 72 from 4, M. 2855, to A. C. 
1660: a performance to which thoſe who have 
read it give a good character. Two of his ſons, 
beſides John, took to the practice of arms; his 
third ſon, George, who died an admiral in 1710, 
and his fourth ſon Charles, who died in 1714 
general of foot, colonel of the Coldſtream regi - 
ment of guards, and governor of Guernſey. 
His eldeſt daughter, Mrs. Arabella Churchill, 
was maid of honour to the Dutcheſs of York, 


Gharchill, the and « fayourit of the Duke's, who had by her 
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Book 1, Joux Duke of Marlborough. 3 
two ſons and two daughters. The eldeſt ſon, h 
James Fitz-James, has been ſince famous by the 
titles of Duke of Berwick, and marſhal of France; Her iſſue by 
and the other, Henry Fitz- James, called The Kieg James. 
Grand Prior, was lieutenant- general and admiral 
of the French gallics. One of the daughters, 
Henrietta, was mother of the late Earl of Walde- 
grave; and the other died a nun. Mrs. Churchill 
afterwards married colonel Charles Godfrey, 
who in the reign of Queen Anne was made maſter 
of the jewel-office, and one of the clerks-comp- 
trollers of the Green-cloth, the place her father 
had before enjoyed. She lived to a great age, 
and died but a few years ago, 

Mr. Macky ſays in his memoirs, ** It was the 
« Duke of York's love for this lady, that ſirſt Said to be the 
* brought young Mr. Churchill to court; and the — of ter 
* beauty of his own perſon, joined to his good nns 
* addreſs, ſo gained on the Dutcheſs of Cleveland, 
« then miſtreſs to King Charles, that ſhe effectu- 
ally eſtabliſhed him there.“ It is no new thing 
for the miſtreſs of a prince to bring her relations 
into favour, nor for a handſome youth to win 
the good graces of a court- lady, eſpecially. a 
lady of the Dutcheſs of Cleveland's complexion. 
But the many ſtories that are told concerning the 
amours of our hero, and his pretended ingrati- 
tude to the author of his fortune, mult depend 
for their credit on the perſon * who relates them, 
and who is well known to have writ under the 
direction of a party in oppoſition to the Duke of 
Marlborough, at a time when no artifices were 
neglected to blacken his moral, as well as his mar- 
tial and political character. | 

Without relying. therefore on ſecret hiſtory, £ 
(which at beſt is uncertain, and might be equally - why . 
Mjurious to many other names of the firlt rank) 4. 1 - FIT 
Iſhall relate only the viſible cauſes of our hero's f 

B 2 advancement,. 


* 


* The author of the New Atlantis, 


4 The HISTORY of Bock 1. 

advancement, -and the ſteps by which he gradu- 
ally roſe; which, conſidering the fine qualities he 

poſſeſſed, and the accidental advantages he mani- 
feſtly had, were nothing ſo extraordinary for many 
years, that we ſhall need to have recourſe to any 
other than obvious facts to account for them, 

Tie Dahn All writers agree, that he had a liberal and 

efzcation, Polite education, under the immediate care of 
his father, and the tuition of a clergyman of 
the church of England; who ſo grounded him 
in the doctrines and principles of that church, 
that he ever after ſacrificed to it all other inte- 
reſts, when they came in competition therewith; 
cipecially at the ever-memorable Revolution, a 
period in which he conducted himſelf with the 
utmoſt delicacy, as will appear in the ſequel. 
With all the acquirements of a fine gentleman, 
he had a perſon ſo agreeable, and his prudence 
and — were ſo conſpicuous, that it is no 
wonder, through the intereſt of his father and 
his ſiſter, if they eaſily recommended him to his 
royal highneſs the Duke of York, who made him 

by _— py one of his pages of honour, and from that time 

the D. of teltified for him ſuch an extraordinary affection, 

York. as infenors of conſpicuous merit ſometimes exact 
from their ſuperiors, 

It was not long before Mr. Churchill diſcovered 
his martial inclination; and, it is ſaid, he took an 
opportunity one day to mention it to his royal 
maſter, and to aſk him for a pair of colours in the 

Obtains a pair Guards. As the Duke was himſelf fond of mili- 
of colours. tary exerciſes, the requeſt of his young favourite 
was far from being diſagreeable, and he made no 

difficulty of complying with it. 
1672 In 167 2, Mr. Churchill had a captain's com- 
miſſion given him by the Duke of Monmouth, in 


G Dahon his Grace's own regiment, when he accompanied 


tain in the his Grace into France, and ſerved under him in the 
ſervice of Netherlands againſt the Dutch, with whom Lewis 
France. XIV was then at war, It is well known that the 


policy 


gp 1205s os tf 


Bock I. Joux Duke of Marlborough: * 
policy of that time engaged King Charles to ſend 1672 
6000 men to the aſſiſtance of the Grand Monarch, 
who was juſt upon the point of ſwallowing up the 

Dutch, that he might the more eaſily, in their 

turns, devour the reſt of the neighbouring ſtates, 

and among them England itſelf. 

The King of France, aſſiſted by the Prince of 43, %. 
Conde and Marſhal de Turenne, the two greateſt, ages 32 
generals of the age, commanded in perſon this in 7h. ſer- 
year at the head of near 180,000 men. In one vice. 
campaign he almoſt over- run the United Provinces, 
with an incredible rapidity; and his army was 
undoubtedly the beſt ſchool then in the world, 
for the acquiſition of military knowledge. One of 
Mr. Churchill's turn of mind could not miſs the 
improvement of ſuch an opportunity, and we are 
aſſured that he ſo fardiſtinguiſhed his courage as to 
be taken notice of by M. de Turenne, who highly 
commended him by the name of the handſome Eng- 
li/hman;a title he peculiarly deſerved, and by which 
he was afterwards known in the French army. 

This introduction to the favour of ſo great a com- 
mander, made our captain ſtill more aſſiduous to 
deſerve his notice; and it may be ſaid that Mar- 
ſhal' Turenne, the moſt accompliſhed general 
Prance ever had, partly by his countenance, and 
partly by his example, taught Mr. Churchill the 
rudiments of that art, with which the Duke of 
Marlborough afterwards made France to tremble. . 

It was not only at the head of his own. com- 

pany, that our young hero gave proofs of his 


bravery: he was a voluntier in every difficult 


ich his conduct did not ſurmount. M. Rouſſeet 
orms us, that a certain French lieutenants A inflance? 
colonel · being commanded - to defend a paſs, he 75 vis br 
was ſo diſheartened at the approach of a detach · _— 
ment of Dutch, that -he immediately quitted his 
poſt. Advice being brought of it to M. de Tu- 
reane, he turned to a general officer who ſtocd: 
| B 3. near 


4 


Pin is and ' ſcarce was there any danger 


6 The HISTORY of Bock 1. 
1673 near him; Pl lay you, ſays he, a ſupper, and a 


WR dozen bottles of the beſt Florence, that my hand- | 
ſome Engliſhman regains the paſi, with half the 
number. of men that other fellow laſt it. Cap- 


tain Churchill, who was within hearing, imme- 


diately accepted the party, won the Marſhal his 
wager, and gained the applauſe of the whole 


army.” 


Having ſignalized his gallantry in the Low- 
Countries, by this and other exploits, he was the | 


He is preſent next year at the ſiege of Maeſtricht, where the 


r the ſiege of French king alſo commanded in his own perſon. | 
Maeſtricht. Among a thouſand glorious actions that happened 
during this ſiege, there was one in which the Eng- 
liſn won peculiar honour, and Captain Churchill 
more than any Engliſhman beſide. The Duke of 
Monmouth, who was commanding lieutenant- ge- 
neral of the day, had orders to attack a coun- 


terſcarp, for which a detachment of Grenadiers 


Was aſſigned him out of all the regiments of the 


army. But the French and Swiſs, not being able 
to endure the fire from the town, began to retreat, 
and ſhewed a manifeſt inclination to abandon the 
His Bravery deſign. Captain Churchill, ſeeing this, inſtantly | 


there. put himſelf at the head of his own company of 
grenadiers, and marched to ſuſtain his general, 
He was the firſt who mounted the breach of a 
'half-moon that the Dutch had retaken; and, hav- 
ing driven the enemy, after an obſtinate reſiſ- 


tance, from their lodgment, he planted thereon | 


the French colours with his own hand. Lewis XIV 
was an eye-witneſs of this gallant action; and 
tho? the chief honour of it was given to the Duke 
of Monmouth, who conducted the attack, and ex- 
poſed himſelf to great danger, his Majeſty did 
| not overlook the part of Captain Churchill, whom 

| —_— he thanked in the moſt polite terms, and pro- 
King. miſed to tranſmit, to the court of England, ſuch 
| an account of his behaviour as it deſerved. A 
recommendation of this powerful nature, ſe- 

copded 


1. Bock I. Jonx Duke of Marlborough, 


{a conded by the Duke of Monmouth, prevents our 16 
d. wondering at the riſe of this young officer im- * 
the mediately after. 5 
p- | We are aſſured that King Charles, upon the 
1e= | return of his troops, was ſo charmed with what 
his Þ had been related concerning them in this ſiege, that 
ole be ordered a repreſentation of it to be exhibited 
in his park at Windſor ; and that when he was 
w- 1} complimenting the Duke of Monmouth on his own 
he conduct, and that of the officers under hum, the 
he Duke generouſly told his Majeſty, that he owed 
on. bis life to Captain Churchill's bravery. A piece 
ed of ſervice ſo ſingular, as ſaving the life of a dar- 
18- ling ſon, could not but have a great effect on the 
nll mind of that good-natured Monarch, who unme- 
of diately promoted Mr. Churchill to be lieutenant- p,,,,., pro- 
ge- colonel of Sir Charles Littleton's regiment of „noted. 
m- foot. At the ſame time his royal highneſs the YH 
ers Duke of York, ſenſible of the honour done to IM 
the his recommendation, by the gallant behaviour of | 
ble his young favourite, raifed him to the poſts of 
at, F maſter of his wardrobe, and gentleman of his 
the I bed-chamber, 
tly One of the firſt vacant regiments, by the 1 , regs 
of | Duke's intereſt, was given to Lieutenant-Colonel „ent given 
al. Churchill; who had, however, no immediate op- hm. : 
f a portunity of diſplaying his valour again in the 2 
av- field. The peace which enſued, at the beginning 
{iſ- Hof the year 1674, left him at full leiſure to pur- 


eon fue his intereſts at home, which he knew as well _ 
IV I ho to do in the court as in the army. | 
and In 1679, King Charles having required 1679 


ike Duke of Vork, by letter, to abſent himſelf for 
ex- ſome time beyond the ſeas, Colonel Churchill at- Accompanies 
did If tended his Royal Highneſs in his retreat to Bruſ- the D. of 
om I ſels, and at the end of the ſame year in his voy- York in his 
ro- age to Scotland, where the Duke honoured; him H veral re- 
ach I with ſeveral important truſts, We have no oc 

A eaſion to enter into a detail of the ſtate-commo- 
ſe- ions, which hurried this Prince thus from place ta C 
ded place, 
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1679 


1681 
ANY 
Marries. 


1682 


In danger of 


D. of Tork. 


1683 
3 
Created a 


peer. 


The HISTORY of hock. 
place, they being fully ſet forth in the hiſtories 
of thoſe times: it ſuffices to ſay, that Colonel 


Churchill was all this while high in his maſter's | 
favour, who removed: him from his regiment of | 
foot to the command of a regiment of dra- | 


ns. 


of Marlborough) daughter and co-heireſs of Ri- 


chard Jennings, Eſq; of Sandridge in Hertſord- 
ſhire: an inſtance that, whatever taſte,he might 
have for gallantry, he did not give into that hig 
pitch of libertiniſm, which prevailed in thoſe days 


at court. 


The Duke of Vork had already been twice in 
Scotland within about two years, when he went 
thither again by ſea, in 1682, accompanied by 
being caſt a- Colonel Churchill. It was in this voyage that 
way with the they both had a narrow eſcape; the frigate in 


which they ſailed being run a-ground, by which 
accident ſeveral perſons of quality, and 130 ſea- 


men, were loſt, The Duke of York expreſſed his 


high eſteem for Colonel Churchill on this melan- 
choly occaſion, by calling him into the pinnace, 
in which thoſe who eſcaped were ſaved; and ſome 
affirm, that the Colonel was not a little inſtru- 
mental in preſerving the Duke. This happened 
on the 15th-off May, 1682: and the next year, 
upon his return from Scotland, he was created 
Lord Churchill, and Baron of Aymouth in the 
kingdom of Scotland, for his eminent fidelity to 
the Duke of York; whom in all his misfortunes 
he never deſerted, till that unhappy prince deſer- 
ted thoſe principles which could alone entitle him 
to the ſervices of an Engliſhman, About the 


| fame time our hero was promoted to the third 


troop of Horſe-Guards, and had other marks of 


royal favour eonferred on him. 


We are well informed, that this great man, 
notwithſtanding the Duke's inclination to rigour 


during: 


In the year 1681, our Colonel married Mrs. 
Sarah Jennings, (the preſent Dutcheſs-Dowager 


I. Bock 1. Jon] Date f Marlborough. | 
ies during his government in Scotland, and that the 1683 
nel favourite's whole almoſt depended upon a conti 
s I nuance of his Royal Highneſs's beneficence, did | 
of yet find means to ſoften the ſeverity of ſome pro- 
ra- ſecutions againſt the Preſbyterian party, which 
had been ſtirred up by the Epiſcopalians with the 
rs. 4 Duke's encouragement. | 
ger King Charles II dying on the 6th of February, 
Ri- 1684-5, was ſucceeded by his brother James, 1685 
d- Duke of York, who jeamediately began to ſhower CW 
ht down his favours on the Lord Aymouth. He con- 
igh 1 tinued him in all his former employments, created 
ays | him the ſame year a Baron of England, by the 
title of Baron Churchill of Sandridge in the coun- 
in ty of Hertford, and advanced him to the rank of 3 
ent a brigadier-general, He alſo, ſent his Lordſhip | \ 
by 3 ambaſſador to France, to notify the death of | 
hat King Charles, and his own acceſſion to. the 
in crown. 
ich Upon his return to England, Lord Churchill gent againft 
ca- was, in the month of July, the ſame year, ſent the Duke of 
his to command the King's troops in the Welt againſt Monmouth. 
an- the Duke of Monmouth, who was then in arms 
ce, ¶ againſt his ſovereign, and had declared the parlia- 
me I} ment ſitting at Weſtminſter a riotous aſſembly. His 
ru- ©} Lordſhip. behaved on this occaſion as he did at 
ned all other times, that is, with the utmoſt cou- 
ar, rage and conduct: for he kept the regiment of 
ted & Dunbarton,and other troops under his command, 
the | ſtrictly to their duty, while the Lord Feverſham, 
to ¶ and fome other principal officers. of his Majeſty's 
nes army, by indulging themſelves, in their diver- 
ſef- © ſions without thought of the enemy, had well 
um © nigh drawn deſtruction. on the King's forces; 
the ¶ The Duke of Monmouth attacked them unexpec- 
ird tedly; nor could this diſaſter have been poſſibly 
; of retrieved, if the troops under the Lord Churchill, 
by a gallant reſiſtance, had not given the reſt 
an; ume to form, and thereby opened the path to 
our Hat victory at Sedgmore, which eſtabliſhed the 
| A : 4 King. uy 


40 The HISTORY of Book I. 
King upon his throne, by putting an end to this 

| rebellion, 
1683 In 1688, Lord Churchill was ſent for to the fa- 
LR) mous labour on the roth of June; but upon ſome 
Sent for to intimations that he had before received, he kept 
the Queen's purpoſely out of the way, for which reaſon his 
pretended la- name is not found in the liſt of deponents in Chan- 
| bour, but does cery. Thus did his Lordſhip always ſtand in the 
yg higheſt degree of favour with his royal maſter, 
— to the very time of the Prince of Orange's com- 
ing over; but he was never reproached with hav- 
ing the leaſt hand even in the errors, much leſs 
in the open violences of that ſhort and unhappy 


reign. As he ſerved his maſter faithfully, ſo 
when he found it impoſſible to ſerve him any 
longer, without doing violence to his conſcience, | 
he quitted his ſervice with the greateſt decency | 
and reſpect. The letter he wrote to the King | 


upon that occaſion, is an ample teſtimony, of his 
great virtue, as well as of his good ſenſe : a copy 
of it here follows. 7. 


IF -* 
* QINCE men are ſeldom ſuſpected of ſin- 
6 cerity, when they act contrary to their in- 
« tereſts; and though my dutiful behaviour to 


His letter to 
King James. 


« your Majeſty, in the worſt of times, (for 


% which I acknowledge my poor ſervices much 


t over-paid ) may not be ſufficient to incline you Þ.,,, 


c to a charitable interpretation of my actions; 

« yet I hope the great advantage I enjoy under 

« your Majeſty,” which I can never expect in any 

te other change of government, may. reaſonably 

- * convince your Majeſty and the world, that J 
: &« am acted by a higher principle, when I offer 
« that violence to my inclination and intereſt, as 
eto deſert your Majeſty at a time when your 

« affairs ſeem to challenge the ſtricteſt obedience 
from all your ſubjects, much more from one 

&: who lies under the greateſt perſonal obligations 


' £6 ima; 


Book I. To ux Duke of Marlborough. It 


« imaginable to your Majeſty, This, Sir, could 1688 
e proceed from nothing but the inviolable di- 
« tates of my conſcience, and a neceſſary con- | 
« cern for my religion, which no good man can 

« oppoſe, and with which, I am inſtructed, no- 

e thing ought to come in competition. Heaven 

« knows with what partiality my dutiful opinion 

« of your Majeſty has hitherto repreſented thoſe 

« unhappy deſigns, which inconſiderate and ſelf- 

« intereſted men have framed againſt your Ma- 

« jeſty's true intereſt and the Proteſtant religion. 

« But, as I can no longer join with ſuch to give a 

e pretence, by conqueſt, to bring them to effect; 


% ſo. will I always, with the hazard of my life 
* and fortune, (ſo much your Majeſty's due) en- 
« deavour to preſerve your royal perſon and law- 
ful rights, with all the tender concern and du- 
1< tiful reſpect that become 


Your MaAJjesTY's 
Moſt Dutiful and Obliged 
| Subject and Servant, 
; CHURCHILL. 


Notwithſtanding the reaſons here alledged, 
there were not wanting thoſe who threw out ſe- His vindica- 
vere cenſures upon Lord Churchill, for thus joĩn- 9 80 
ng with the reſt of the nobility in their deſertion 
from King James. Methinks, there need not be 


any thing more ſaid to juſtify him in this particular, 


han what he has himſelf urged in his letter, that 
Nothing ought to come in competition with 
* the dictates of one's conſcience,” IF it be 
ertain that King James's aim was to involve the 
ation in Popery and ſlavery, and that the deſign 
of inviting over the Prince of Orange was merely 
0 prevent the growth of theſe (all which is ma- 
ufelt from the hiſtory of the Revolution) Lord 
hurchill did no more than what every Engliſh- 

an, who prefers the intereſt of his country to 
bat of any particular perſon, ought to have done. 


12 The HISTORY of Bock I. 


1688 And that he did not purſue this meaſure without 

WAY mature conlideration, is manifeſt from what we | ® 

are told: that he had great conflicts within him- | © 

ſelf, between his duty to his Majeſty and affe&tion. | 4 

to his country, and adviſed with ſeveral eminent ® 

divines, particularly Dr. Turner, then Biſhop of E 

Fly, who told him; „That it was rebellion 

« againſt God, to fide with thoſe who attempted | 

eto deſtroy our civil and religious rights; and 

&« that not to take part with ſuch as came to the 

« help of the Lord, againſt the mighty, was he 

to be ſubjected to the curſe pronounced a- 

“ gainſt Meroz.“ | 

He joins the When the Prince was landed, Lord Churchill, Pl 

Prince of O- who with many more had ſet his hand to invite 

e. his Highneſs over, joined him at Sherbourn, hav- 

ing left behind him the dutiful letter above re- 

., cned. It is foreign to our purpoſe to relate what 

paſſed at the Revolution, any farther than to ſay, 

that Lord Churchill was the inſtrument of bringing rd. 

over the army to the Prince of Orange, and that 

England owed entirely to his conduct, the making 

that great turn of affairs without ſhedding of 
r F 

The Prince of Orange, who was an excellent 

E made 4 judge of merit, continued his Lordſhip a gentle- 

lieutenant . ' 

general, man of the bed-chamber, and immediately pro- 

moted him to the rank of a lieutenant-general, 

and ſhewed him every other mark of countenance 

and favour. He alſo ſent him to gather together C. 

the guards, that had been diſperſed upon diſband- 

ing the King's army, when his Lordſhip ſhewed 

as much addreſs in bringing over the ſoldiers to be 

one prince, as he had done in making them deſert s 

another. He was thought likewiſe the fitteſt per- 

ſon to ſend to the King at Whitehall, and adviſe. . 

him to withdraw to Ham-Houſe, or ſome other 5 f 

proper place, till matters were fully ſettled, and, , 

the people ſatisſied. 
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Book I. Jon Duke of Marlborough. 13 
In April, 1689, their Majeſties King William 1689 
and Queen Mary were pleaſed to raiſe the Lora 
Churchill to the degree of an carl, by the ſtile 7; made an 

and title of Earl of Marlborough, in the county Earl. 
of Wilts; and the ſame year he commanded the 
Engliſh forces in Flanders, and was with Prince 
Waldeck at the action at Walcourt, againſt the 
Marſhal d' Humieres. 1 
It was the conduct of our hero, and the bra- rs Fo 

is Lord. 
very of the troops he commanded, that ſaved |,;,z, fer vi- 
here the whole army of the confederates, and ces af al. 
brought over the advantage to their fide : upon court. 
which tht Prince of Waldeck paid him the com- 
pliment to tell King William, That Lord Marl- 

« borough ſaw into the art of a general more in 
* one day, than others did in many years.” | 
As long as King James remained in perſon in 

Ireland, the Earl of Marlborough declined appear- 
ing in the field; but as ſoon as that Prince re- 
turned to France, his Lordſhip readily accepted 
the command of a body of troops, which were 
ſent to reduce Cork and Kingſale. The Duke of 
Wirtemberg, who commanded the Daniſh auxili- 
aries, refuſed at firſt to obey his orders; but the Reduces Cork 
Earl, who knew how to conquer himſelf, as well and Kingſale. 
as others, by propoſing the expedient of com- 
manding alternately, got over that difficulty, and 
accompliſhed, with ſurpriſing rapidity, the deſign 
on which he was ſent over. The word was one 
day Wirtemberg, and the other day Marlborough, 

hich prevented any delay of the neceſſary pro- 
jets, He embarked in September, and returned 
th victory before the end of October; having 
ſubdued two cities, well fortified and provided 
ich garriſons, little inferior in number to the 
army with which he beſieged them: on the re- 7 
eipt of which news, King William was pleaſed. 44. 
o ſay, © That no other general in Europe, Woo 
had made ſo few campaigns as the Earl of 

4 Marlborough, 


, 


1690 
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1690 *© Marlborough, could have accompliſhed ſo much 
.. © in a quarter of one.“ | 
Limerick, Cork, and Kingſale, were the chief 
places that held out in Ireland to the end of the 
preceeding campaign, Limerick had given King 
William a great deal of trouble, and was till in 
the hands of the enemy; as the other two muſt 
have been all the winter, but for the Earl of 
Marlborough, who formed the project which him- 
ſelf executed. An expedition ſo fortunate, and 
that drew ſuch a compliment from his Sovereign, 
deſerves to be particularly deſcribed : I ſhall there- 
fore inſert the printed account of the two ſieges, 
as it was publiſhed by authority at that time. 
The ſiege of The forces commanded by the Earl of Marl- 
Cork, borough being landed about five miles from Cork, 
about 1000 men were ſent to ſeize upon ſome ad- 
vantageous poſts in the neighbourhood of the 
place ; upon whoſe approach the enemy ſet fire. to 
the ſuburbs. Cork is a neat, wealthy, and popu- 
lous city, inhabited much by Engliſh, It has 
a commodious haven on the river Leo, which 
both ſurrounds and runs thro” it; is of good 
ſtrength, and encloſed with walls in the form of 
an egg. On the 25th of September, the Earl went 
himſelf to view the town, and finding the Cat- 
Fort abandoned, he poſted ſome of his men there. 
The ſame day all the army approached within 
muſket-ſhot, and on the next the Guards advanced 
to the ruins of the ſuburbs, and raiſed two bat- 
teries againſt the old fort. A breach was made 
on the 27th, in the rampart on the Eaſt- ide, and 
in the evening the beſieged beat a parley, and 
ſent an officer to-capitulate, after hoſtages were 
given on both ſides. As the conditions were not 
accepted, Brigadier Churchill was ſent the next 
day with four regiments, to croſs over into an 
land, near the ramparts in which the breach 
was made. Ihe men threw themſelves into the 
water, tho* it was above three foot deep; and 
being 
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being preceeded by Lord Colcheſter, at the head of 
the grenadiers, crofled the iſland, notwithſtand- 
ing the enemies terrible fire, and got poſſeſſion 
of a houſe within twenty paces of the rampart, In 
this action the Duke of Grafton, who went a vo- 
luntier, was mortally wounded. 

All things being ready for a general aſſault, 
the Iriſh beat another parley, and Colonel Mackili- 
cut, the governor, ſent the Earl of Tyrone and Co- 
lonel Rycaut to agree upon terms of capitulation. 
The conditions granted were, That the gar- 
riſon, conſiſting of 4000 men, ſhould remain 
« priſoners of war; that the Old Fort ſhould 
ebe delivered up within an hour, and two gates 
« of the city the next day; that all the Pro- 
« teſtant priſoners ſhould. be inſtantly releaſed ; 
„e that all the arms, as well of the inhabitants 
« as the ſoldiers, ſhould be ſecured; and that 
© an exaſt account ſhould be delivered up of the 
© ammunitions and proviſions in the magazines.“ 
Theſe conditions were exactly performed, and an 
Engliſh garriſon put in the place. 


From Cork the Earl of Marlborough marched 75% feige ef 
for Kingſale, before which he arrived on the 2d of xing ſale. 


October, with his whole army. This town is 
ſeated upon a river, near the ſea, and divided 


into three parts, the city, the Old Fort, and the 


New. It is eſteemed the key of Ireland, at leaſt 
on the Southern coaſt. Preſently a party was ſent 
to view the place, whom the Iriſh no ſooner per- 
ceived, but they all retired out of the city into 
the two forts. The Engliſh immediately entered 
the abandoned town, and found there a num- 
ber of boats to croſs the river, which ſaved 
them going two miles about, On the 3d, by 
break of day, they made an attack on the 
weather-Gide of the Old Fort, which drawing 


thither all the ſtrength of the enemy, they ſcaled. 


the other part, where they were leaſt expected. 
By this means they made themſelves maſters. o 


C. 2: alli 


16 
1690 
Www 
The Old Fort 


taken. 


Aad the 
New. 


The Earl 
ent again to 


Treland. 


The HISTORY of Bock. 


all the little baſtions; and at the ſame time ſeveral 
barrels of powder blowing up, about fifty of the 
Inth were deſtroyed, beſides many more wounded. 
The reit then retired into an old caſtle, in the 
middle of the fort, and there ſurrendered them- 
ſelves priſoners of war, having loſt 200 men out 
of 450. | | 

The New Fort, which was much the ſtrongeſt 
of the two, was then ſummoned by Lord Marl- 
borough's order. But Sir Edward Scot, the go- 
vernor, haughtily anfwered, * It would be time 
« .cnough to talk of that a month after he had 
opened his trenches.” However, when the 
artillery came up from Cork, in leſs than half the 
time he was conſtrained to alter his language, 
and beat a parley. On the 15th, hoſtages were 
exchanged, and at midnight articles ſigned, by 
which the middle baſtion was to be deliveredup the 
next morning, and the garriſon, conſiſting of 1100 
men, to march out the day after, with arms and 
baggage, and be conducted to Limerick, The 
Earl found here a conſiderable magazine, and 
plenty of proviſions. He would have made this 
garrifon priſoners of war, as he did the other, 
but thought it would be of more ſervice to let 
them conſume the proviſions. at Limerick, where 
was already a ſcarcity, than to be burthened with 
fellows whom no- body would redeem. Kingſale 
was found to be a place of more ſtrength than 
his Lordſhip had before conceived, which made 
the taking it at that ſeaſon the more glorious; 


and the effects of theſe conqueſts were ſoon viſible 


in the reduction of the reſt of Ireland. 

After his Lordſhip had been at London, and 
made a report of the ſucceſs of his expedition, he 
was remanded back to Ireland, where, during the 
whole winter, he prevented the excurſions of the 
Iriſh rebels, and raiſed ſeveral forts to put a ſtop 
to their fury. 5 
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The Earl of Marlborough attended King Wil- 1691. 
ham all the following ſummer in Flanders; at the Ly 
beginning whereof, when his Majeſty was returned i he cam-. 
to the Hague, he had intelligence that the Moſt paign 9 
Chriſtian King had ſome deſign upon Mons, which 1694. 
he ſoon after beſieged in perſon, King William 
thereupon gave orders to the Earl of Marlbo- 
rough, to aſſemble the whole army in order to 9 
relieve it; which he executed with ſuch diligence, is 
that if the States General had liſtened to the ad- | 
vice his Majeſty and the Earl gave them, the 
French, in all probability, would not only have 
been obliged to raiſe the ſiege, but would alſo 
have thought themſelves happy if they eſcaped an 
entire defeat from the confederate army. This | 
was allo the ſentiment of the late Prince of Vaude- 5 
mont, who being ſome time afterwards at Loo, 
and ſpeaking, at his requeſt, to the King, of the 
characters of his generals, delivered himſelf thus: p. de Ende. 8 
% Kirk has fire, Lanier judgment, Mackay ex- ynr'; cha. i» 
“ perience, Colcheſter courage; but there 1s rafer of the: | 


“ ſomething in the Earl of Marlborough which I Earl. 1 
« cannot expreſs: there ſeems united in him all | 
© thoſe qualities which diſtinguiſh the others; 1 
% and I have loſt all my ſkill in phyſiognomy, ._- 
© which never yet deceived me, if any ſubject 1 
« your Majeſty has, will ever attain to ſo high a. | 1 


4 pitch of military glory, as the combination of 
fublime perfections in that nobleman will ſome 

* time or other exalt him to,” The King ſmiled % yrs 
in approbation of what the Prince had ſaid; and ow an: 
in anſwer, told him, „That all his characters ſwer. 
were very juſt, and that he made no queſtion but 

the Earl of Marlborough would do his part, to an- 

ſwer his Highneſs's prediction.“ 

But, whatever opinion the King might enter-— 1692: 
tain of this noble Lord's abilities, he ſtood no .. 
leſs expoſed than other courtiers to the viciſſi- Eis Lordſhip» 
tudes which attend the ſervice of a prince. What Falls into dig. 
the cauſes were of his Lordſhip's falling into diſ- Se. 
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grace, have rather been gueſſed at than known. 
It was for the honour of the King, who removed 


him from his employmentz , that the Earl of 


Marlborough ſhould be charged with ſomething ; 
and therefore a project of ſeizing on Dunkirk miſ- 
carrying about that time, this misfortune was 
obliquely imputed to his Lordthip: but it is by 
far more probable, that the Farl's freedom of 
ſpeech loſt him the good graces of King William: 
For, as M. Rouſſet expreſſes himſelf, it was 
« the only failing, if it may be called a failing, 
* in that noble Lord, that he could not conceal 
his ſentiments, when he thought any thing was 
doing which might prove prejudicial, or even 
« diſhonourable to his country : ” he therefore 
remonſtrated againſt the mighty confidence which 
King William placed in foreigners, and intimated, 
that a king of England ought to employ, in the 
moſt important affairs, his own ſubjects. For 
ny own part, ſaid the Earl, t 1 have uo reaſen 
io complain ; yet many of your Majeſty's good ſub- 
eds are — to fee your royal munifficencr con- 
fined to one or two foreign lords. The lords here 
aimed at, were ſuppoſed to be the Earls of Port- 
land and Rochford, both Dutchmen, and high in 
his Majeſty's favour. That Monarch, being natu- 
rally ſplenetick, took this dutiful remonſtrance as 
a cenfure, turned from him without faying a word, 

and fent him a meſſage, importing, -that he had 
no further occaſion for his ſervice, but that he 
gave him leave to retire from court: which the 
Earl did, after "wiſhing to be ſucceeded by a bet- 
ter ſervant, and one that was more concerned for 


his Majeſty's honour, 


Thus the love of his country, as it engaged 


him, when Lord Churchill, to quit the ſervice of 


King James; ſo, when Earl of Marlborough, it 
obliged him to a& in ſuch a manner as drove him 
from the court of King William, I ſhall notmen- 


dan the many other conjectures on this head, 


* 
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eſpecially the very improbable one of Biſhop Bur- 
net; becauſe the uncertainty with which they 
are made, proves what Mr. Macky ſays; that the 
difference which occaſioned this change, is ſtill a 
ſecret to the generality of the world. 

His Lordſhip continued for ſeveral years out of 
all employment, tho” warm repreſentations were 
made in his favour, particularly by his friend 
Admiral Ruſſel, afterwards Earl of Orford. But 
ſo far was he at preſent from being reſtored to his 
Majeſty's good graces, that not long after his 
diſmiſſion he was put into the Tower, with ſome 
other peers, upon a falſe accuſation of high trea- 
ſon; which was proved to be a conſpiracy of ſome 
abandoned wretches, who thought that perjury 
would be acceptable againſt a diſcarded noble- 
man. Their villany. however retorted upon them- 
ſelves; for upon a full conviction of it, they were 
whipped and pilloried. His Lordſhip was after- 
wards, in 1696, accuſed by Sir John Fenwick of 
being in King James's intereſt; a calumny that, 
like the other, did but blacken the inventor, and 
forward that uncommon ſeverity with which Sir 
John was proſecuted, | 

It was one of Lord Marlborough's peculiar 
glories, that as he was ever moderate in power, 
ſo was he always quiet in diſgrace. Tho” he had 
intereſt and abilities to ſupport himſelf at the 
head of a party, yet he did not ſo much as appear 
in any, when he knew that his calm retirement 
would be more acceptable to his Prince. Merit 
is feldom apt to thruſt itſelf forwards, but, content 
with being known, waits to be called into action, 
when thoſe who uſurp its place on leſs difficult 
occaſions, are found unequal to ſome great or 
delicate taſk. Such was the caſe when the Duke 
of Glouceſter, the preſumptive heir of the crown, 
was on the point of being taken out of the hands 
of the women, and put under the care of ſame 


experienced nobleman , who might inſtruct him 
in 


Is ſent to the 
Tower, 


1696 
a 


1698 
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1698 in all that became a prince of his high birth to 
know. The court were in general ſurpriſed, when, 
Made gover- tho many perſons of the higheſt diſtinction were 
nor of the candidates. for that office, after ſome. delibera- 
Duke of tion his Majeſty raiſed the Earl of Marlborough 
Glouceſter. to the important charge; and they were the more 
amazed when they heard the King, at the in- 
ſtant the young Duke was put into the Earl's hands, 
fay to him, My Lord, teach him but to knw 
what you are, and my nephew cannot want ac- 
compliſhments. Biſhop Burnet was at the ſame 
time nominated his Highneſs's preceptor ; tho' not 
with ſuch general approbation as Lord Marlbo- 
rough was received: for the Houſe of Commons 
debated whether he was a fit perſon for ſo im- 
portant a charge, and his friends carried it in his 
favour only on this condition, that the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, the Earl of Marlborough, and the 
Earl of Dorſet, ſhould ſuperintend his conduct. 
The ſame evening that Lord Marlborough was 
appointed the Duke of Glouceſter's governor, he 
was {worn of his Majeſty's Privy Council, and took 
his place accordingly. 
The Earl diſcharged the truſt repoſed in him 
with the utmoſt integrity and care: but Divine 
7% Duke of Providence, about two years after, took from 
Glouceſter the Engliſh nation that hopeful young Prince, who 
dies. had already begun to give convincing tokens of 
his vi under fo excellent a tutor, 


E700 


And King Kit William did not long ſurvive his nephew. 
William. In Ws laſt years, however, he had given incon- 
teſtable marks of his eſteem for the Earl of Marl- 


Earl of borough. Three times ſucceſhvely he had con- 


Marlberog ſtituted him one of the lords juſtices, during his 


— 4 abſence beyond the ſeas, and at the cloſe of his 


States. and reign, appointed him embaſſador extraordinary 
commander in and Plenipotentiary to the States- General, as 
chief of the well as general of foot, and commander in chief 
eri for- of his Majeſty's forces in Holland, It is allo 


665 abroad. 
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0 ſaid that the laſt time his Majeſty was in Holland 157500 

ly (when the Earl was with him, and reviewed the Ay 

E troops under his command) he adviſed the States 

* General to treat this nobleman with the utmoſt 

h deference, as he would be the principal favourite 

e of the Princeſs his ſucceſſor. For the ſame rea- 1701 

= ſon his Majeſty communicated to him the pro- I 

3, jects he had formed for reducing the exorbitant 

0 power of Lewis XIV. And thus, from the con- 

Ce fidence of King William, on his death-bed, the 

0 Earl of Marlborough paſſed on to the higheſt de- 

t gree of favour with the ſucceeding Queen, to 

J- whom the dying Monarch recommended him, as 

18 the fitteſt perſon in all her dominions to conduct 

* her armies, or preſide in her councils; as being a 

18 man of a cool head, and a warm heart. 

Pp Her majeſty Queen Anne was hardly ſeated on 1702 

e the throne, before ſhe ſent this noble Lord, with i, 

t. the ſame high character he had borne the year Gs a 4 + 

18 before from the late King, to the Hague, where time embaſſa- / 

e his Lordſhip made the following harangue in the dor extraor- 

K aſſembly of the States General. Auary to the 
, States. 

m High and mighty Lords, 


1C 60 A it has pleaſed Almighty God in his His ba- 
66 providence, to take to himſelf his late Tangue. 

10 « Majeſty King William, of glorious memory, 

of « to the great loſs, not only of his own king- 

« doms, and the dominions of your High Migh- 


V. e tineſſes, but alſo of all Europe; the Queen 
n- “ my miſtreſs, who, by the ſame divine favour, 
l- * hath ſucceeded him in the throne of her an- 
n- * ceſtors, as your High Mightineſſes have been 
is « already informed by her letter, hath at the 
us © ſame time laid her commands on me to teſtify 
ry « to your High Mightineſſes, the great affliction 
as « her Majeſty is in on that account, and to ac- 


cf « quaint you how ſenſible ſhe is of the loſs which 
0 « will be thereby particularly ſuſtained by your 
id High Mightineſſes. 

a 60 Her 


* 
34 * 
2 = % 


« of her zeal, has authorized me to take, in 
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Her Majeſty's firſt care, on her acceſſion to 


the throne, was to give your High Mightineſ- | 
ſes to underſtand the ſincere deſire and ſtrong 

inclination ſhe has to cultivate the ſamie union, 
the ſame cordial amity, and ſtrict correſpon- | 
dence which ſubſiſted throughout the laſt reign ; | 
perſuaded, as ſhe is, that there is nothing in | 
the world more uſeful, , more advantageous, or | 
more conducive to the proſperity of both na- 5 


tions, whoſe intereſts are the ſame. 


«© Her Majeſty therefore hath commanded me | 


to aſſure your, High Mightineſſes, that ſhe is 
reſolved to contribute conſtantly, and to the ut- 
molt extent of her power, to the advancement 
and augmentation of that union, that friend- 
ſhip, and that correſpondence, and to make it 
the inyiolable rule of her government, 

Her Majeſty hath further commanded me to 
aſſure your High Mightineſſes, that ſhe will not 


only obſerve, and is ready to execute the trea- 


ties of alliance made by the kings, her prede- 
ceſſors, with your High Mightineſſes; but ſhe 
likewiſe offers to renew and to confirm them, as 
alſo to concur with you in all che meaſures ta- 
ken by the late King of glorious memory, in 
conformity to the ſaid treaties. 

Her Majeſty is lkewiſe diſpoſed to enter into 
all other alliances and engagements which ſhall 
be thought neceſſary for the intereſt of the two 
nations, the preſervation of the liberties of 
Europe, and the reducing the excelbre hou of 
France within its juſt bounds, - 

With this view her Majeſty « engages. inſtant- 
ly, and without delay, to join your High Migh- 
tineſſes with all her force, by ſea and land, 
againſt whoeyer ſhall oppoſe ſo juſt an enter- 


prize. 
. And her ſaid Majeſty, as a farther teſtimony 


concert 


* 
* 
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concert with your High Mightineſſes, the mea- 
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( ſures neceſſary to enter upon action. WS 1 

8 Ihheſe are the motives that have engaged her | '# 

„ i < Majeſty to command me to make ſuch haſte hi- 

I- IF © ther, and to give your High Mightineſſes all , 

5 * poſhble aſſurances of what, on her part, I have 

n I <« now declared, without waiting the ordinary 

r „ forms. And I eſteem it the higheſt point of 

* 5 * good fortune, that her Majeſty has done me the 5 
„ honour to entruſt me with this commiſſion; be- 

e cauſe it has furniſhed me with fo favourable an 

18 * occaſion of manifeſting to your High Mightineſ- 

t- BF © ſes the zeal which I have for your ſervice.” 

nt 

i- M. Dyckveldt, who preſided that day in the The preſi- 

It aſſembly of the States, anſwered his Excellen- j,,-"; cufwer 


cy in ſuch a manner, as convinced him that their 
to High Mightineſſes were reſolyed to enter into 
ot all the meaſures of her Britannick Majeſty, and 
a- Wl that the preſence of no miniſter could be ſo a- 
e- WW greeable to them as that of his Eordſhip, at fo de- 


he licate a conjuncture. All the artifſices of France, 
as that were made uſe of on this occaſion, to draw 
a- off the States from their engagements with Eng- 
m land, did but cement the alliance more ſtrongly; 


which ſteadfaſtneſs, by French vriters them- 

to ſclves, is attributed to Lord Marlborough's di- 

all ligence and wiſdom, who in the conferences he 

VO had Mth the deputies of the States, conducted 

of affairs with ſuch addreſs, that tho' he ſtaid in 

of Holland but a few days, the number of troops 1 — 
which each of the Maritime Powers were to ſur- ſettled. 

at- niſh, and the quotas of the other Princes who 

h- Wl were entered into the grand alliance, were ſettled : 

d, ſo that his Lordſhip returned with an exact ad- 

er- juſtment of every thing relating to the arma- 
ment by ſea and land, before it was known in 

ny ſeveral parts of the kingdom that he had entered 

in on his negotiation. A tranſaction which was 

ert Unoſt'a an infallible prefage of the ſucceſs which 

Was 


7 


A 


1702 


| l now upon the carpet, the Earl of Marlborough 
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was to follow; ſince meaſures ſo prudently con- 
certed, could not fail of being as well put in exe- 
cution, by him who had been their principal au- 
thor; and an alliance ſo well cemented, and fo 
ſtrictly united by the bonds of friendſhip and in- 
tereſt, gave the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of its effecting 
thoſe ends for which it was concluded, 

Amongſt the many important affairs which were 


made general kept his attention fixed on ſettling the command 
of the confe- of the army; that when the ſeveral bodies of 
derate armies which it was compoſed, were aſſembled, it might 


Again in 
England. 


be put under the, direction of one commander 
in chief. This honourable poſt his Lordſhip ob- 
tained for himſelf, with a ſalary of 10,000 J. pet 
annum ; it being yielded to him as well out of 
the reſpect due to his Miſtreſs, as from the great 
opinion conceived of his experience in the art of 
war; and to which the recommendation of the 
late King contributed not a little, by giving the 
foreign powers a juſt idea of his abilities. And 
as he was perſuaded, that a miſunderſtanding a- 
mong the generals might produce very miſchie- 
vous effects, he endeavoured to prevent this evil 
before he left Holland ; taking all imaginable pains 
to fix the point of pre-cminence, which equally 
concerned his Miſtreſs's honour and his own, 
There were only the Prince of Naſſau Saarbruck, 
and the Earl of Athlone, who had been employ- 
ed as generals in the war under King William, 
and who could diſpute with him the command : 
but their High Mightineſſes having convinced 
them, that there was a neceſſity of having a com- 


mander in chief, they readily agreed to receive 


orders from the Engliſh general. 

His Lordſhip then returned into England, aſſiſ- 
ted at the funeral of the late King, and was one 
of the committee appointed to inſpect his papers, 
upon a falſe infinuation that his Majeſty had in- 
tended to exclude his {ilter-in-law from the ſuc- 

ceſſion: 
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ceſſion: and upon the 23d of April, the Earl and 1702 
Counteſs of Marlborough waiked in the proceſſion, ay 
according to their rank, at the Queen's corona- 

tion, Her Majeſty then made ſome alteration 

among her ſervants; advanced Lord Godolphin to 

the head of the treaſury, and made the Earl of 
Nottingham and Sir Charles Hedges ſecretaries of 

ſtate. As there had been a coldneſs between her 


and the late King, which continued till his laſt 


ulneſs, it was imagined there would have been a 

thorough change in the miniſtry ; and it was ow- 

ing to the moderation of the Earl of Marlborou gh, 

whoſe council now prevailed in almoſt every thing, 

that the greateſt part of King William's faithful 

ſervants were continued in office. It was 1 

owing to him, in conjunction with the Dukes of „ „„ 
a” and gee” e and the Earl of Pem- 1 
broke, that war was declared againſt France on France. 
the 4th of May, when the majority of the coun- 

cil had been for delaying it longer: but ſo were 

things ordered by the vigilance of thoſe in power, 

that the Emperor and the States-General publiſh- 

cd their declarations the ſame day as the Queen 

of Great Britain, tho' the French King did not 

publiſh his till the 3d of July. 

We mult now leave the Earl of Marlborough, 
and the military preparations, to ſurvey the mo- 
tives of the following war, in which the genius of 
our hero ſhone forth with ſuch aſtoniſhing luſtre, 

I have writ ſomething on this ſubject in the hiſ- 
tory of Prince Eugene; but what follows is more 
particular, 

When Lewis XIV concluded the peace of Ryſ- 9, of the 
wick, in the year 1697, it was only to retricve ar. 
the loſſes he had ſuſtained in the preceding war, 
and to be ready for another of more importance, 
Charles II, King of Spain, was in fo declining a 
condition, that the news of his death was every 
day expected. As he had no child, Lewis laid 
claim. to the ſucceſſion for the Dauphin, his ſon 

D by 
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1702 by Thereſa the ſiſter of Charles. The Emperor, 
as head of the houſe gf Auſtria, had alſo his pre- 
| tenſions; and the Elector of Bavaria had an in- 
conteſtable right for the Prince Electoral his ſon, | 

e whom he had by the Archdutcheſs Mary Anto- 
nietta, daughter of Margaret Thereſa of Auſtria, 

younger ſiſter of the Dauphin's mother, and who 
married the Emperor Leopold in 1666. It was 

not the intereſt of either England or Holland, that 

the entire ſucceſſion to the King of Spain's domi- 

nion ſhould fall to either of theſe three Princes ; 

ſince nothing but maintaining a balance of power 

between the houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon, could 

ſecure the liberties of Europe. For this reaſot 

Ne treaty of they concerted a project of dividing the eſtates of 
p.riition. the Spaniſh monarchy among theſe competitors ; 
or at leaſt they came into the project of ſuch a di- 

viſion, upon its being propoſed to them by Count 

Tallard, the French embaſſador to King Wil- 

liam, and who accompanied him to Holland in 

1698. The Elector of Bavaria, who, as gover- 

nor of the Netherlands, reſided uſually at Bruſſels, 

came alſo incagnits to the King's ſeat at Loo, where 

the treaty of partition was ſoon concluded. It gave 

the Emperor only the Dutchy of Milan, and that 

upon condition that he and his ſons ſhould for ever 

renounce the reſt of the ſucceſſion. The Dau- 

phin, had Naples and Sicily, with all their depen- 

dencies; and the reſt of the Spaniſh dominions 

were to devolve to the Prince of Bavaria, whoſe 

father was to have the regency of them during his 

| ſon's minority, 

Diſliked I) — This treaty, thus concluded and ratified, was 
the Emperor. communicated to the Emperor, who, far from be- 
ing ſatisfied with the contents of it, alledged, that 

as the Datchy of Milan was a fief of the Empire, 

it ought naturally to revert to him after the King 

of Spain's death, and therefore the partition 

gave him nothing that was not already his right. 

But the ꝙth article, by which France, England, 


and 
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and Holland, engaged mutually to employ all 1702 
their forces againſt whoever ſhould oppoſe the e- vw 
ecution of this treaty, was what chiefly provoked 
his Imperial Majeſty, It is ſtill a queſtion if 
Lewis XIV ever acted ſincerely in this affair; and 
| indeed there 1s a great probability, that the whole 
| was but a feint to amuſe the Engliſh and the 
| Dutch. By making a propoſal that would of 
: |= courſe engage the other powers to diſarm, he 
= thought himſelf certain of his own project: for 


he kept up the ſame number of troops after the © 

. peace as before, and under the pretext of inſtruct- 

1 ing the Duke of Burgundy in the art of war, held 

7 them in breath by frequent encampments. Mean 

f while the Englith forces were reduced to 7000 

; men, and theſe were thought by many too great 

I anumber, 

t An unforſeen event ſoon overthrew this new Diſtoncerted 

A ſyſtem. The King of Spain revived, and the zy the death of 

n Electoral Prince of Bavaria, his chief heir, died the Prince of 

* at Munich. No ſooner did Lewis XIV hear this, Bavaria. 

„ but he reſolved to try his utmoſt to ſecure the 

e whole Spaniſh ſucceſſion for one of his grandſons. 

e The enterprize was difficult: the authentick re- 

it nunciation of the late Queen his ſpouſe, who was 

er given him only on condition that none of her 

* children ſhould ſucceed to the Spaniſh monarchy, 

* was entirely againſt him on the one hand; and, 

38 on the other, he dreaded the reſentment of Eng- 

ſe land and Holland, and the intrigues of the court of 

is Vienna. To remedy all this, he enters on a new # nid 
treaty, to appearance very much in favour of the ,,,,, ,- par- 

48 Arch-Duke Charles, the Emperor's ſecond ſon; tition. 

1 and at the ſame time ſpares no coſt nor labour to } 

at gain over the court of Madrid in favour of the / _. 

e, Duke of Anjou, his own grandſon, What may / 

ng not a prince do, who is at the ſame time liberal 

on and rich? a three ycars peace had reſtored the 

BY finances of Lewis XIV, who made ſo good uſe of 
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his money among the Spaniſh miniſters, as a little 
to diſconcert the Imperial intrigues. 
Lewss brings The King of Spain, as is natural to ſuppoſe, 
over moſt of had more inclination for his own houſe than for 
the Spainiſh that of Bourbon, but had not reſolution enough to 
aii. rxeſiſt the importunities of his miniſters, who, en- 
lightened by French gold, now ſaw the great incon- 
veniencies of diſmembring the Spaniſh monarchy. 
One article, however, Charles could not get o- 
ver, and that was his ſiſter's renunciation. He 
dreaded the torments of purgatory, if he ſhould 
connive at ſuch a piece of perjury in the French 
court. The holy father was to determine this 
cafe of conſcience, and Pope Innocent XII, on 
being conſulted, named a congregation to exa- 
mine the affair, and pronounce a definitive ſen- 
tence, Theology and avarice are not fo incom- 


1702 


patible, as never to be found in the fame men. 


Lewis knew it well, and poured down ſuch a 

ſhower of gold upon the ſacred congregation, as 

The court of quite cleared up the underſtandings of the doc- 
Rome deciſes tors, and made them decide for the nullity of the 
in 6:5 f4vcur. enunciation, They even declared that his Ho- 
lineſs was obliged, in conſcience, to uſe his pa- 

4 ternal exhortations with the King of Spain, to in- 


cline him to make a will in favour of a ſon of 


France; and the Pope had too much regard for 
the eldeſt ſon of the church, not to beſtow on him 
tlus mark of. affection, 
He i: 0ppozd The papal nuncio ſolicits the King of Spain, 
by Cardinal and muſt undoubtedly have ſucceeded, if Cardi- 
Purtucarrero, nal Portocarrero, who continued as yet in the Im- 
perial intereft, had not parried off the blow, 
Lewis, who knew what influence this Prelate had 
on the mind of his maſter, ſpared no expence to 
gain him over. Portocarrero was ſo firm to the 
Queen, and ſhe to the houſe of Auſtria, that the 
taſk was found difficult, However, all-potent 
money at laſt prevailed, by convincing firſt the 
Cardinal's confeſſor, and afterwards the Cardinal 
himſelf, 


1 aac 
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himſelf, who yielded to the reaſons of his ſpiri- 1702 


- tual guide, From this time he caballed on the \ 


ſide of France; and the poor King, entirely un- 25% fm , 1a} 
der the direction of his eminence, ſigned a will he brings 
in favour of the Duke of Anjou, ſecond fon of over. 

the Dauphin. The Emperor and his council faw 

all this, but ſtill continued irreſolute: they raiſed 

troops, and quartered them on the ſpot ; while 

Lewis marched a part of his to the frontiers of 

Spain, to be ready to enter at the firſt ſignal. The 

Marquis de Villars, his ambaſſador at Vienga, 

informed him of all that paſſed there, and Eewis 


took his meaſures accordingly. 


On the iſt of November, 1700, died Charles II, King of 
King of Spain. Immediately the council of re- Spain dics. 
gency, in which Cardinal Portocarrero preſided, 
diſpatched a letter to the Moſt Chriſtian King, 
reciting the contents of the will, and conjuring 
his Majeſty to ſatisfy the wiſhes of ſo many na- 
tions, who longed to have his grandſon for their 
ſovereign, How great ſoever was Lewis's joy on 
this occaſion, he appeared exceedingly grieved 
for the death of his brother-in-law, and with a Leui A 
grave countenance told the Spaniſh embaſſador, :,,je. 
that he bare a great part in the publick loſs which 
all Europe had ſuſtained ;- that for the reſt, as he 
never doubte& the equity of his late Majeſty, he 
would endeavour to comply with the requeſt of 
his mourning ſubjects; but mult firſt take ſuch 
precautions as were abſolutely neceſſary in ſo de- 
licate a conjuncture. This monarch even diſ- 
fembled fo far, as to ſummon a council, to en- 
quire whether or no he ſhould accept the will: 
but as all this was concerted, we. may \magine the 
yoices were not much divided, 

It was ſome time before the Emperor knew of 
Charles's death, and that his will had been ac- „, be ther 
cepted by the French court, Count Sinzendorf, % Imperial 
the Imperial envoy extraordinary at Paris, could court. 
not potkbly ſend a courier to. Vienna, becauſe 

D 3 Lewis: 


Concealt the 
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1702 Lewis had ifſued an order to the poſt-maſters, that 
WAY No perion whatſoever ſhould be furniſhed with 
horſes. But at laſt, when the final reſolutions 
were taken, Sinzendorf had leave to diſpatch an 
expreſs, to inform his maſter of all that had 
paſſed; who immediately called a council on the 
occaſion, in which vigorous meaſures were reſol- 
ved on. 
Th Mii. The greateſt difficulty Lewis had, was to make 
nine Powers the Maritime Powers reliſh this proceeding. For 
reſent Ms cc» this purpoſe he ſent Count Tallard to King Wil- 
cepting the ham, and the Counts Briord and d' Avaux to the 
With, States-General, But all the ſubtilties of the 
French miniſters could not prevent the indigna- 
tion of theſe Powers, who well {aw that it was 
not for the ſake of peace, as they pretended, 
but in order to oppreſs the liberty of Europe, that 
the King of France had accepted this will, con- 
trary to the molt ſolemn engagements. They 
were much more inclined to liſten to the Emperor, 
who had ſent Count Wratiſlau to London, to en- 
gage King William in a league againſt France, 
The Mila- Of this there was the more need, as the old Prince 
e Mila 

neſt and the Of Vaudemont, governor of the Milaneſe for Spain, 
Netherlands had already ſubmitted to the Duke of Anjou, un- 
ſubmit to tle der the name of Philip V. There was alſo a 
Dake of An treaty on foot between France and Savoy; and 
— the Elector of Bavaria, governor of the Spaniſh 
Netherlands, with the Elector of Cologn his bro- 
ther, had ſtruck up an alliance with the French 
Monareh. A diſmal proſpect this for the begin- 
ning of a war, when with all theſe princes, and 
even Spain itſelf, in the grand confederacy, ſcarce 
were the allies a match for France, about four 

years before ! | 
But, what was yet worſe, tho' England and 
Holland were ſufficiently inclined to take up arms 
againſt France, the States-General, environed by 
the numerous armies which that crown had ſent 
to Flanders, thought it prudent to — 


| 
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and made no difficulty of acknowledging the 1702 

Duke of Anjou as lawful ſucceſſor of Charles II. 

Even King William followed their example the The /ttes 

ſucceeding April, and the Emperor was left alone 2 King 

one whole campaign, except with what afliſtance tam 

he had among the Princes of the Empire, from acknowledge 

whom there was a defection of the two electors 

above-mentioned, and the Duke of Wolfembuttle. 

The ſucceſs of this campaign was greater than 

had been expected. Prince Eugene, ſuperior to 

the French at Carpi and Chairi, remained maſter 

in Italy: and an event happened before the end 

of the year, which renewed the old alliance, 

- King James, diſtinguiſhed by the violence of his x. James 
ſhort reign, immortal by his fall, and happy in dies. 
the- generoſity of his protector, died in thoſe 
ſentiments that would have preſerved his crown, 
had he practiſed them whey he wore it; declared 
his deteſtation of reſtraint in matters of religion, 
and exhorted his ſon never to follow that damna- 
ble maxim. Such, as one obſerves, is the force 
of truth, when men become capable to receive 

it ! the ſhadow title of the deceaſed king muſt 

| not long lie dormant, and Levis XIV. (who per- 
haps forelaw that a war with the Maritime 

Powers would be inevitable, before he could eſta- 

| bliſh the crown of Spain on his grandſon's head) 

1 in haſte confers it on the pretended Prince of The Pre- 

3 Wales, who moſt pompouſly ſucceeds to the #e:4er pro- 

1 honorary nothing of his father. This acknow- ail. 


* ledgment rouſes up the indignation of all Engliſh 
d Proteſtants, who ſeem more ſenſible of the af- 
e front than their Monarch, whom it fo nearly 
1 concerns. All the counties, cities, and boroughs 
declare their reſentment, and undertake to aſ- 
id ſert the rights of their King. 
as It was no wonder that Count Wratiſlau now ms: Mi 
Dy went on ſucceſsfully with his negotiation, and that e againſt 
nt the King of Great Britain, jultly proyoked againſt France. 
e, i a the 
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the French Monarch, concluded an alliance with 


his Imperial Majeſty. King William had too much 


King Wil. 


ham dies, 


Keyferſ: 


waert be- 


ſieged . 


3 


intereſt in Holland not to bring the ſtates into the 
ſame alliance, irritated as they were at the pro- 
greſs of the French troops, which had now over- 
ſpread not only the Spaniſh Netherlands, but the 
biſhoprick of Liege and the electorate of Calogn ; 
which almoſt hemm'd in the dominions of their 
High-Mightinefſes, and rendered them every 
hour expoſed to an invaſion, His Britannick Ma- 
jeſty had juſt cemented this triple alliance, when 
he died at Kenſington on the 8th of March, 1702; 
happy in having been, for near 3o years together, 
the chief ſupport of the liberty of Europe againſt 
the encroachments of Lewis XIVI happy in hav- 
ing recommended a general to his ſucceſſqr equal- 
ly zealous in the fame common cauſe, and more 
fortunate in the defence of it! ſuch was the He- 
ro of theſe ſheets, as every. Engliſhman knows, 
every foreigner owns. To him we fhall now 
return, after having taken a ſhort view of the 
progreſs of both armies, before he put himſelf at 
the head of the Allies, 

All things being ſettled as before related, the 
ſiege of Keyſerſwaert was undertaken by the Earl 
of Marlborough's advice. This was one of the 
places into which the King of France had put a 
garriſon, under the name of Auxiliary troops of 
the circle of Burgundy, Keyſerſwaert is a little 
town on the Rhine, two leagues below Duflel- 
dorp, and dependent on the electorate of Cologn: 
It hes in the form of a parallelogram, having 
only one ſtreet running from end to end, de- 
fended on the land- ſide by three baſtions and four 
ravelins, and by two baſtions on the fide of the 
Rhine, The point of an iſland, which lies below 
the place, 1s capable of being made either advan- 
tageous or prejudicial to it, according to the hands 
it is in. The Marquis de Blainville commanded 
there a garriſon of ſix battalions, A detach- 

| ment 
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ment of Engliſh and Dutch troops, commanded 1702 
by the Prince of Naſſau Saarbruck, had blocked 
him up from the month of March ; but the ſiege After being 
thereof did not begin till the 18th of April, two }lockaded by 
days after general Dopf and the Baron de Heyden the Pr. of 
had inveſted it with the cavalry. It is needleſs Naſſau S.1ar- 
to recite the journals of this long ſiege, in which 
the Earl of Marlborough was only indirectly con- 
cerned. | | 

Twenty thouſand French troops, under the 7% French 
Marſhal de Boufflers, were aſſembled near Rure- army aſſem- 
monde, where they waited the arrival of the Duke bes under 
of Burgundy, who was to command the army of M. Bote. 
France. As ſoon as an account of the ſiege of 
Keyſerſwaert arrived at the French court, the 
Marſhal had orders to quit that poſt, and to march 
with all his forces to ſurprize a body of troops 
which all the Allies had at Santen, under the com- 
mand of the Count de Tilly. M. de Boufflers 
marched to Wachtendonck, from whence he de- 
camped the 25th of April, and arrived on the 
27th about noon at Alpen, The ſame day the 
Earl of Athlone arrived at Nimeguen with a bo- 
dy of horſe, and, as he was intent on obſerving 
the motions of M. de Boufflers; marched on with- 
out loſs of time, leaving behind him ſuch horſes as 
were jaded. M. de Boufflers advancing with all 


the expedition he was able, and covering as much as 77ho mar- 


poſſible his march, drew very near Santen, Count ches to ſur- 
Tilly, who had received advice of his march by de- ie Count 
tacbed parties, decamped in the night with all T7. 


poſſible expedition; which he did the more eaſily, 


having had the precaution to ſend away his baggage 
and heavy artillery towards the Rhine. He left 
however in his camp ſome forage and ammunition, 
which he had not time to carry away. Within a 
league of Cleves he joined the Earl of Athlone, Aud miſear- 
There happened in this march a ſkirmiſh between fron * 
the van of M. de Boufflers army and the rear of 805 
the Allies, in which the latter loſt fifty, and the 

R French 
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1702 French a hundred and fifty men. The Marſhal 
LV having miſcarried in his deſign, advanced on the 
fide. of Bonne, and began to commit hoſtilities 

in the countries of Cleves and Juhers, 
un Tab. The Count de Tallard, who commanded the 
Jard faces troops of the circle of Burgundy, in the mean 
Duſſldorp, time drew five battalions out of Rhginberg, and 
and threatens with a body of 10,000 men appeared before 
to bombardit. Duſſeldorp, with a deſign to bombard that city. 
| The Electreſs Palatine ſent to let him know that 
ſhe commanded there, and delired to be inform- 
ed if he had expreſs orders to bombard the place. 
Count Tallard diſpatched the contents of this 
meſſage to the Duke of Burgundy, who was 
now arrived in the army; and having received 
kis anfwer, the Marſhal demanded that a fort, 
which commanded a bridge of boats, ſhould. be 
raſed; that the bridge ſhould be demoliſhed ; 
that free paſſage ſhould be given him into the 
country of Bergue, and that the city of Duſſel- 
dorp ſhould pay him 100,000 crowns, - The 
Princels abſolutcly refuſed the money, and the 
free paſſage ; nor conſented to the other articles, 
but on condition that Tallard ſhould agree, on 
his part, to demoliſh the fort, and break down 
the bridge before Bonne: and as the Allies pre- 
pared to bombard this latter place, in caſe the 
French proceeded to bombard Duſſeldorp, Count 

Tallard received orders to deſiſt. 

Marches to He then marched with his troops as high as 
the relief of Keyſerſwaert, the Rhine being between him and 
Keyſer g. the Allies, and erected batteries to incommode 
waer. the troops employed in the ſiege. The Prince of 
Anhalt continued to make a terrible fire upon that 
place; but his Highneſs was not able to deſtroy 
a bridge of boats, whereby a communication was 
preſerved between the town and Count Tallard: 
ſo that the latter could throw into the town 
whatever ſuccours it needed, and refreſh the 2 
e. on 
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riſon as haghought fit. This it was that rendered 17 
the ſiege ſo long and fo bloody: for tho the Al 
lies had battered that fortreſs with 48 pieces of 
cannon, and 30 mortars, and had reduced all the 
fortifications, and even the houſes, to aſhes ; yet 
ſo many obſtacles were thrown in their way by 
the governor and Count Tallard, that they could 
not attack the covert-way till the gth of June. 
They at the ſame time attacked a ravelin, in 
which thèy made a lodgment, notwithſtanding 
the inceſſant fire from the place, and the enemy's 3 
ſpringing three mines. After this ſucceſs there ,,;.,, 
was nothing to hinder their erecting batteries on 
the covert-way, and thence making ſuch a breach 
as would-enable them to take the town by ſtorm. 
On the 1th therefore M. de Blainville beat a 
parley, and ſurrendered the place on very ho- 
nourable terms. The Prince of Naſſau Saarbruck, 
Lieutenant-General Dopf, the Prince of Anhalt 
Deſſau, Major-General Dedem, the Prince of 
Holſtein Beeck, Major-General Rantzau, and the 
Brigadiers Capel, Wilkes, and Carle, diſtinguiſh- 
| ed themſelves in this fiege, and the firſt eſpecially 
| acquired great reputation. 
5 While this paſſed on the Rhine, the main army Bo ers at- 
* of France, under the command of the Duke of? we 2 
E Burgundy aſſiſted by M. de Boufflers, 20 Lieute- * 15 of Ath= 
t nant-Generals, and 30 Major-Generals, threaten- hne. 
ed Guelderland, and the reſt of the United Pro- 


'8 vinces, with an invaſion like that of the year 
d 1672. We have taken notice that this army was 
le encamped at Santen, where the Duke of Bur- 
of gundy arrived on the 3d of May. The main army 
at of the Allies, commanded by the Earl of Athlone, 
oy was encamped at Clarinbeck, near Cleves, where 
as being joined by a body of Engliſh troops, it be- 
d: came 30 or 35,000 ſtrong, that of France rer 
wn more numerous by a third. 

ar- The eyes of Europe were fixed on theſe two 
(on _ as the fatc of it ſeemed to depend on thei 


reſpective 
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1702 reſpective ſueceſs. Burgundy was only a ſcholar 
cb his deputy Boufflers, who, as well as Athlone, 
was a general of great experience, As the French 
had failed of ſurprizing Count Tilly, the Marſhal 
was deſirous his pupil ſhouid ſtrike a more impor- 
tant blow. He formed a deſign therefore to 
ſurprize Nimeguen, or at leaſt to beat up the 
Earl of Athlone's quarters, and to cut off his 
communication with the town. As he was ſu- 
perior in number, the thing did not appear very 
difficult, and the republick thought it ſelf in ſome 
danger, on ſeeing the 3 at her gates. 

But the Earl of Athlone, having received ad- 
Who retires vice that M. de Boufflers was in full march, and 
ſafe to Ni- advanced towards Gock, between Niers and the 
419 da wood of Cleves, reſolved in council to move that 

3 day, with the whole army. As the horſes be- 
longing to the artillery and carriages were at 
graſs, it was 8 o'clock at night before they could 
begin their march. He.immediately detached 
Major-General Rhoo, with 6 {quadrons of horſe, 
and 2 regiments of dragoons, to prevent the ene- 
my by poſleſſing himſelf of an eminence near 
Mooker-Hedye : but the dragoons miſſing their 
_ way in the night took the road of Grave, from 
- whence they retirned the next day. The Earl 
however detached afterwards the Duke of Wir- 
temberg and Lord Cuts, with 10 or 12 ſquadrons, 
to ſupport Major-General Rhoo : but the Duke 
had the misfortune not to find him, and was for- 
ced to take polt on another eminence. Athlone 
followed him with all the cavalry, having direc- 
ted the infantry to take a ſhorter road, which led 

directly to Nimeguen; and ſcarce had his lord- 
ſhip got out of a narrow paſs, at the head of the 
horſe, before he received advice from the Duke 
of Wirtemberg, that ſome ſquadrons of the ene- 
my began to appear. The Earl thereupon ſent 
to the Duke, to deſire him to obſerve their num- 


N and to retire in caſe he found them too 
ſtrong; 


Rhine and the Waal, all things were in motion # French 
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ſtrong ; which he did, after diſcoyering that they 1702 
were 25 or 30 ſquadrons, 
Athlone then drew up his horſe in order of After font 
battle, and there happened ſome flight ſkirmiſhing ſlight ir 
between him and the enemy. As he advanced bes. 
to ſuſtain the Duke of Wirtemberg, the French 
made a halt, and his lordſhip continued his retreat 
in good order, till he reached his infantry. The 
French followed him leiſurely, which made him 
at firſt apprehend that it was not the whole 
army, but a detachment only, A little after, 
however, perceiving they made ſome ſignals with £. 
powder, the Earl, with the advice of the other 
Generals, reſolved to march ſtrait to Nimeguen : 
he ſent alſo 2 battalions, of the Prince of Orange's 
guards, and 2 other battalions, to Grave. The 
French, perceiving his deſign, and all their cavalry 
being come up, quickened their march, and came 
very cloſe to the Earl, about the height of St. 
Ann® They even diſordered a little both his 
horſe and foot; but theſe being quickly ſuſtained 
the enemy were puſhed in their turn. At laſt, 
his lordſhip finding they were much ſuperior in 
number, and that both their infantry and artillery 
were come up, he continued to retire within the 
works of Nimeguen, and thereby ſaved his army. 
He afterwards tranſported his baggage, and 
part of his horſe, croſs the Waal, and then 
poſted his infantry in the works, they conſiſting 
of 20 battalions only. In this retreat the Eng- 
liſh brought up the rear, and retired in good gr- 
der, putting a ſtop to the houſhold troops of 
France. N 
While things paſſed in this manner on the Progreſs of 


in Spaniſh and Dutch Flanders. The French,who —_ fogs ty 

were in poſſeſſion of the former, buſied them- if „5 

ſelves in caſting up lines, in order to cover them 

from the attempts of the Allies; but having car- 

ned them within reach of the cannon of Lillo, 
E the 
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1702 the commanding oſſicer there fired upon their pio- 
neers, and obliged them to quit their work. On 

A new Fort the other fide, the governor of Sas Van Ghent, 
erefted near in the night between the gth and 1oth of April, 
Sas Van ſent a detachment. of his garriſon, under the di- 


Gent, rection of engineers, with proper inſtruments, 


and orders to build a fort upon the dike between 
Sas and the village of Arſene, that he might be 
able to lay the country under water, in caſe of 
neceſſity, and to cover Sas from a bombardment, 
They worked with ſuch diligence on this deſign, 
that the place, by the 19th, was in a poſture of 
defence. 
Between the 8th and 9th of May, in the night, 
the French made an attempt on certain little forts 
_ te in the neighbourhood of Hulſt. The ſmalleſt 
Forts near . . . . 
Hulſt they ſeized without trouble, in which were only 
a ſcrjcant and fix men, who abandoned it on 
their approach: but when afterwards, with 400 
men, they attacked the reſt, they were repulſed 
with loſs. 5 
Much about this time, General C#chorn, who 
General Ce in the laſt war had diſtinguiſned himſelf at the 
torn razes the ſiege of Namur, and well ſupported his reputa- 
French lines. tion in the beginning of this, attacked, took, and 
razed the lines of Flanders, with all their re- 
doubts, between Fort Iſabel and Fort St. Donat. 
He allo took the laſt mentioned place, where 
they had a garriſon of 700 men, and laid all the 
ncighbouring country under contribution. 
AT. Grone To return to Nimeguen. While the French, 
ten rents « under the command of the Duke of Burgundy, 
Frexch pillaged the city of Cleves, and deſtroyed its fine 
Tah. park 3 M. de Groveſtein, colonel gf the regiment 
of Friezeland, marched with a detachment from 
the cavalry of 300 men, to reconnoitre the enc- 
my. He met with a party of their horſe, conſiſt- 
ing of 400 men, and reſolving to attack them, 
ordered his men not to fire, till having received 
theirs, he fell on ſword in hand, put them to 


ilight, 


The French 
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flight and purſued them for half an hour, tifl he 
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came to a defile : then he cauſed a retreat to be 


ſounded, having had 76 men killed and wound- 
ed, and having himſelf received 6 or 7 ſlight 
cuts. The French loſt more than 150 men, and 
had 3 officers taken priſogers. 

All this was only a prelude to the campaign, 


and ſerved but to introduce events more conſide- 


rable. The French, after having been victors 
ſo long, were to be vanquiſhed in their turn, and 
to loſe all their conqueſts. Marlborough takes 
on him the command, unites the ſtrength of the 
Allies that had hitherto been divided, ſpreads 
terror wherever he goes, never engages without 


defeating the enemy, never beſieges without 
taking the place ! 
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Prom his taking upon him the command of the 
confederate army, to his victory over the French 1 
| and Bavarians at Hockſtedt in 1704. 


1702 HE ſtate of the campaign, before the Earl 
IIS) of Marlborough took the field, was re- 
The Earl of lated at the end of the preceeding book. 


M rlborcugh That nobleman being arrived at the Hague, with 
ma ches o- the character of embaſſador from the Queen of 
= le England, and Generaliſſimo of her troops, affured 
the States · general of the affection and ſupport of 

that Princeſs ; upon which the States gave orders 

to their Generals, to acknowledge him for com- 

mander 


- 
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mander in chief, and to obey his orders. The 


4. 
1702 


Earl of Athlone, whoſe late conduct had brought 


him into high reputation, was. ſet on by the o- 
ther Dutch Generals to inſiſt on his quality of 
field-marſhal, and to require alter nate command 
with the Engliſh Captain-General. But the 
States obliged him to ſubmit; and when the Earl 


of Marlborough. arrived at Nimeguen, on the 
2d of July, the Earl of Athlone and General- 


Dopf came the next day to compliment him, and 


to receive his orders. Marlborough aſſembled 
there an army of 60, ooo men, compoſed of 19 
battalions of the troops which had been employed 


in the ſiege of Keyſerſwaert, thaſe of Lunenberg 
and Heſſe, and the Engliſh forces from Breda 
under Major-General Lumley. With theſe, and 
ſome other bodies which joined him, 62 cannon, 
8 mortars and haubitzers, and 24 pontons, he 
encamped at Deckenberg. Having held there a 
council of war of all the General officers, in order 


to concert the operations for the remainder of 


the campaign, he cauſed the army of the Alles, 
to croſs the Maeſe near Grave, and encamped 
within two leagues and an half of the French, 
who were entrenched between Gock and Genep, 
and ſuperior in force to the Allies, 


After ſeveral marches, and other motions to T}z Preach 
provoke the French to a battle, his Lordſhip evi-- retreat before: 
dently perceived that they were as deſirous to a- m. 


void, as he was to. come to an engagement, which 


they ſhewed by retreating continually, or by poſt- 
ing themſelves in inacceſſible places. He there- 


fore reſolved, in concert with the deputies of the 


States-general,to drive the enemy from ſuch places: 


as they had on the Maeſe, in order to ſecure the. 
navigation of that river, and the communication 
with Maeſtricht. At Gravenbroeck, during theſe 


marches, they took a caſtle, ſeated in a moraſs, Graven- 
and ſurrounded by a double moat, with good broeck caftle, 
palifadoes. Lord Cuts commanded the attack. faken. 


E 3 Soon. 
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1762 Soon after General Schultz, with a ſmall detach- 
ment, 6 cannon, and 2 haubitzers, took the town 
and caſtle of Wert. : | 
It would be tedious to relate all that paſſed in 
this campaign, while marſhal Boufflers retreated 
to ſhun, and the Earl of Marlborough purſued to 
force him to, a battle. - This inglorious conduct 
ſo loſt the marſhal with his maſter, that he never 
was cordially truſted after, tho' he had before 
The fiege of very great reputation, At laſt when Marlborough 
1 clo. ſat down before Venla, on the 29th of Auguſt, 
the Duke oß Burgundy, vcho did not come under 
the tuition of M. Boufflers to ſee the French 
towns taken, immediately ſet out on his return to 
Paris. Venlo is ſituated on the banks of a little 
ile, which is formed by the junction of the 
Maeſe with the rivulet of Staven. In the year 
15 58, the firſt bombs were thrown againſt this 
place; and in a little time after they were with 
greater ſucceſs made uſe of at the ſiege of 
Watchtendonck, It was now. defended. by 6 bat - 
talions of foot, 2 ſquadrons of horſe, 38 cannon, 
and 12 mortars, all furniſhed with plenty of am- 
munition. The troops employed in the ſiege were 
32 battalions, 36 ſquadrons, 64 cannon, 2 mor- 
tars, and haubitzers, and a great numberiof co- 
horns. I his place being inveſted by the Dutch 
and Pruſſian horſe, and a — mean? of foot 
being arrived, they began to break ground on the 
29 of Auguſt. The Engliſh, under the command 
of Lord Cuts, opened the trenches in the quar- 
ters of Baron Obdam, general of the horſe; and 
the troops of the King of Pruſſia did the ſame on 
the other {ide of the Maeſe, without the loſs of 
a man. The Prince of Naſſau Saarbruck com- 
manded the ſiege, and. General. Coehorn had the 
direction of the attacks. 

The batteries being got ready, they ſired upon 
the place on the 5th of September, with all the 
fury unagwable, They began on the 6th the * 

? da 


Vene taken. 
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rack of fort St. Michael, which is on the other 1702 
fide of the river; and the Engliſh, under Lordi 
Cuts, carried it by aſſault on the 8th, having en- 
tered it together with the French, after driving 
them from the covert- way. The garriſon was 
conducted to Boiſledue and Nimeguen, and they 
immediately erected a battery in the fort, from 
whence they played with great fury on the town, 
which was taken on the 12th, by a very ſingular 
accident. The beſiegers, having received news 

of the taking of Landau, were drawn up in order 

of battle, to make three general diſcharges of the 
artillery and ſmall arms, according to cuſtom, 
The beſieged, who were already in diſtreſs, ob- 
ſerving this, and conceiving they were about to 
make a general aſſault, immediately beat a parley 

and hoſtages being given on each fide, the capitu- 
lation was ſigned on the 13th, and the garriſon - 
conducted to Antwerp. 

Lord Cuts, on this occaſion, behaved with a dur 

great deal of prudence, as well as bravery, in ;,,,,f H- 
which latter he never was deficient. The Earl of cers. 
Huntingdon, the Prince of Hanover, (afterwards 

Duke of York, and biſhop of Oſnabrug) Colonel 

Blood and M. de Martinerie, both engineers, and 

the Prince of Anhalt, were all taken notice of by 

the journaliſts of thoſe times, for their gallant and 

intrepid behaviour, A 

While the Allies were beſieging Venlo, the 7, French 

French attempted to ſurpri ze Hulſt in Flanders. attempt 

The Marquis of Bedmar, having aſſembled all the HH, but 
forces under his command, and made great pre- without ſuc- 
parations at Ghent, marched towards the place, %. 

and immediately made himſelf maſter of ſome 
| little forts which. covered the ſluices: but on his 
; attempting the fort of the Great Kykuyt, General 
Dedem, who commanded there, made ſuch a ter- 
rible fire upon the enemy, that the French were 
obliged to retire, after four ineffectual aſſaults, 
bach coſt them more than 600 men. Atlaſt, a 
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conſiderable reinforcement having entered Hulſt, 


LAN) the Marquis of Bedmar abandoned his enterprize, 


Steven- 
ſwaert at- 
tacked and 
take UT 


Noermonde 
taken, 


The Allies 
march to 


Liege. 


and re-entered his lines, after having cauſed the 
forts he had poſſeſſed himſelf of to be demoliſhed, 

Soon after the taking of Venlo, the Count de * 
Noyelles was detached with a body of troops to 
beſiege Stevenſwaert, and the Prince of Naſſau 
Saarbruck to inveſt Roermonde, The officer who 
commanded in Stevenſwaert did not wait till a 
breach was made before he ſurrendered the place : 
he capitulated on the 1ſt of October, and on the 3d 
he and his garriſon marched out, in order to be 
conducted to Namur. 

There was now nothing wanting but the taking 
of Roermonde, (a place of more importance, tho 
not ſo ſtrong as Venlo) to render the navigation 
ſafe from Grave to Maeſtricht. The trenches 
were opened before that city in the night, between 
the 2d and 3d of October. As the ſiege was car- 
ried on with great vigour, it was brought to capi- 
tulate on the 7th, and the garriſon marched out 
on the th with 4 pieces of cannon, and were con- 
ducted to Louvain, 

Tho' the ſeaſon was now pretty far nated, 
the Allies, animated by the ſucceſs of their arms, 
reſolved to finiſh the campaign with the conqueſt 
of ſome other place, of as great importance as any 
they had yet taken. M. Boufflers had ſome ap- 
prehenſion of their deſign, and was in pain for 
Liege. He went twice to that city, on the 27th 
of September, and the 2d of October; viſited 
very-carefully the citadels, and all the advanta- 
geous poſts from thence to Maeſtricht, as if he 
intended to eneamp between thoſe cities: but no 
ſooner was he informed that the Earl of Marlbo- 
rough was in motion, and marching directly to 
Liege, but he quitted precipitately his camp at 
Tongeren, and retired behind the lines of Bra- 
bant, in order to cover the places in that province 
which had not hitherto been attacked. 

It 
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It has been obſerved, in regard to this march, 1702 
how much the Earl of Marlborough's intelligence 
and conduct were ſuperior to the Marſhal's, whom An inſtance 
he circumvented in every reſpect. Having no- 9 Lord 
rice one day where the Marſhal intended to be at M49 
noon, his Lordſhip marched ſo early, and poſted * * 8 
himſelf in ſuch a manner, that Boufflers, with his 
army, came within ſhot of the confederate troops, 
before he knew where they were, and in all pro- 
bability would have been ruined, if the too. cau- 
tious Dutch generals, influenced by the deputies - 
of the States, could have been prevailed on to ven- : 
ture a battle: but that being prevented, the 
Marſhal eſcaped out of the ſnare, by favour of a 
dark night, 

On the 13th of October, the army of the Allies |, gelen 
appeared before Liege, and ſoon after their troops _ 
entered the town, which the French had aban- 
doned in the morning, in order to retire. to the 
citadels. As this city is a member of the Em- 


. pire, they took poſlcſhon of it in his Imperial 
4 Majeſty's name. It was agreed by the Allies, 
A that they would not make any uſe of the town in 
| attacking the citadels, to the intent that it might 
4 eſcape ruin, 
{} The batteries being in or der, they began on the The citadels 
y 20th in the morning to fire on the great citadel ; / Liege at- 
. and the ſame evening the trenches were opened acted. 
4 mn two places, that two attacks might be made, 
h one by the Engliſh on the right, and the other by 
an the Dutch on the left. They puſhed their ap- 
=} proaches that night within 40 paces of the coun- 
5 terſcarp, The next day the Hereditary: Prince 2 4 
4 of Heſſe, Lieutenant-General, relieved the tren- | 1 
5 ches which were enlarged and perfected; and on 15 
* the 22d they were relieved by Lieutenant-Gene - | | 9 
* ral Scholten, and the Electoral Prince of Hano- vn 
* ver, now King of Great Britain. The Allies _ 
. had hitherto been ſo fortunate as to loſe only a | 
| fmall number of men in this ſiege, notwithſtandirig 
I; | ta 
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1702 the prodigious fire made by the French: and as 
dee fre made by M. de Cochorn, general of the 


artillery, was far greater, his cannon and bombs 
overturned every thing in the citadel, and made 
a ſufficient breach. All things were immediately 
put in order for an aſſault, which was made on 
the 23d between 4 and 5 in the evening; and 
tho” nothing more was deſigned than to ſecure a 
lodgment on the counterſcarp, yet in half an 
hour it was carried, and the ſoldiers having puſhed 
the enemy to the breach, and made thenfſelves 


And carried, maſters of it, entered the citadel on every ſide, 


Bravery of 
the Dutch 


cadets, 


which they likewiſe carried ſword in hand, and 
gained therein a very conſiderable booty. Mr. de 
Violaine, the governor, was taken in the breach, 
with ſeveral other officers; and, after ſome 
flaughter, which could not be prevented in the 
firſt ſhock, the garriſon, amounting to eight bat- 
talions, were made priſoners without any capitu- 
lation. The company of cadets in the Dutch 
guards performed wondexs in this attack, and it 
was chiefly owing to the valour of theſe young 
heroes that they carried the covert way. This 
company was compoſed of none but the, children. 
of French refugees, out of whom many excellent 
officers have been taken, and ſome advanced 
to very conſiderable commands in the Dutch 
troops. This company diſtinguiſhed itſelf on 
every occaſion which offered during the war, till 


| the battle of Malplaquet in 1709, wherein 


they were entirely cut to pieces, in forcing an in- 
trenchment. 


The charter- The taking of the charter-houſe followed ſoon 


houſe attacked 


after that of the great citadel. Bad weather ob- 
bged the Allies to defer the attack to the 29th, 
and the Hereditary Prince of Heſſe commanded 
the Dutch troops at this ſiege. As ſoon as the 
batteries were in order, and they began to fire 
from them, the commandant, fearing that he and 
his garriſon ſhould have the ſame fate with thoſe 
| . * in 
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in the other citadel, beat a parley the ſame day, 
and demanded to capitulate. The capitulation 
being concluded, the garriſon, compoſed of five 
battalions, marched out with two pieces of can» 
non, and were conducted to Antwerp. 


While the Allies were thus purſuing their con- Tie death of 


queſts, in a manner ſuperior to their hopes, the the Pr. of 
Prince of Naflau-Saarbruck finiſhed his days glo- Naſſau- 
riouſly at Roermonde, after having taking Keyſer- Saarbrucb. 


{wacrt, and driven the French from all the places 
on the Maeſe. He was Field-Marſhal of the 
armies of the States-General, whom he had ſer- 
ved 38 years; and their High Mightineſſes gave 


his command to the Earl of Athlone, who had Eier 4. 


rendered himſelf worthy of it. 


Thus ended the hne maze 


firſt campaign of this war; of which we may Field Mar- 
juſtly ſay, that its events equally ſurprized the Al- al. 


hes and the French, being ſuch as neither of them 
expected. 


The armies ſeparated for ſome time after, in % R of 


order to go into winter quarters, and the Earl of Marlborough 
Marlborough ſet out for the * with Mr. Gel- taken. 


dermalſen, eſcorted only by a lieutenant and 25 
men. At Roermonde they joined General Coe- 
horn, and continued their voyage together, under 
an eſcort of 60 horle, beſides ſixty men who were 
with Cochorn in his yacht. Their Excellencies 
arrived the 4th of November at Venlo, where they 
were furniſhed with a freſh eſcort. But comidg 
in the night to a place two or three leagues be- 
low Venlo, where the cavalry were obliged to 


march at a confiderable diſtance from the river, 


and the two yachts being ſeparated. from each 
other, a party of 35 men, from the garriſon of 
Gelders, iſſued from an ambuſcade, and attacked 
the veſſel wherein the Earl was. They preſently 
laid hold of the rope, dragged the yacht towards 
the ſhore, making at the ſame time a general diſ- 
charge, throwing into it ſeveral grenades, and 
at laſt boarding and making themſelves _— 
0 
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of the yacht, in ſpite of the 25 ſoldiers who 


LN were therein, The commander of the party 


Aud dif- 


charged. 


The Dutch 
alarmed, 


having demanded if they had any paſſports, M. 


d'Obdam and Mr. Geldermalſen produced theirs, 
which were according to form, The Earl of 


Marlborough had one, which had been granted 
in the late war to his brother General Churchill, 
and was long ago expired: this he tendered with 
ſo much calmneſs, and ſuch preſence of mind, that 
the partiſan took it for a good one; and having 
ſearched their baggage, ſeized what ſilver plate 
they found, and made the eſcort of 25 men pri- 
ſoners, they left their Excellencies to purſue their 
voyage in peace. 

The Governor of Venlo had no ſooner news 
of the ſurprizal of this boat, but he marched out 
to inveſt Gelders, in order to recover the illuſ- 
trious priſoners; and the States General imme- 
diately "aſſembled thereupon, and were under an 
inexpreſſible concern, while the people condoled 
each other on their common loſs in a General. In 
a word, they were in a manner overwhelmed with 


defovir, till they heard the news of his eſcape, 


which made the multitude crowd the ſtreets to ſce 
him ſafely returned. 

Tho' the Earl of Marlborough had no immedi- 
ate concern in what was done this year on the 
Rhine; yet as his campaign in the empire two 
ſummers after was a conſequence of the commo- 
tions ſtirred up there by the Elector of Bavaria, in 
this and the following year, it is neceſſary we 
ſhould take a view of this part of the war; and 
indeed the ſucceſs of different armies, in a gene- 
ral war, have ſo much effe& on each others ac- 
tions, that it is impoſſible to relate clearly the ex- 
ploits of one commander, without taking ſome 
notice of others concerned. / 

The- Emperor had aſſembled on the Rhine 
this year an ny of 49,000 men, — 
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by Prince Lewis of Baden, under the King of the 1702 
Romans, after wards the Emperor Joſeph. Mar- way 
ſhal de Catinat commanded the army of France, Campaign on 
which was not ſtrong enough to act offenſively. the Rhine. 
The Prince of Baden opened the campaign by 
the ſiege of the important fortreſs of Landau. M. ,,,1,, be- 
de Melac, a Lieutenant-General, commanded in fieged, 
that place. Being appriſed of the delign of the 
Imperial General, he took all imaginable precau- 
tions, in order to render it aboruve, by cauling 
ſeveral outworks to be raiſed to impede the pro- 
greſs of the Germans, and to give time to the 
Marſhal de Catinat and Licutenant-General 
d'Uxelles, who commanded in Alſatia, to come 
to his relief. Theſe difficulties ſerved only to ani- 
mate the Prince of Baden; who having ſecured 
the lines of Loutre, marched towards Landau on 
the 16th of June, and took up his quarters. at 
Hartſheun, at the diſtance of about half a league, 
with the Margrave of Bareith, the Counts of 
Thungen, Friſe and Vanten. Count Linengen, 
who commanded the right, was poſted at Mer- 
lenheim, and the left extended to Dave, under 
the count of Naſſau Weilbourg. 

On the 19th of june the trenches were opened, 
and the King of the Romans arrived on the 27th 
in the army, The ſiege was very long, and af- 
forded ſeveral officers of diſtinction opportunities 
of acquiring glory; ſuch as the Prince of Saxony, 


| Prince Proſper of Furſtemburg, Prince Leopold 
of Diedrichſtein, the Prince of Darmſtadt, and the — 
Prince of Wirtemberg. Several brave officers alſo 


loſt their lives here; amongſt others the Count of 
Soiſſons, Prince Eugene's eldeſt brother, the Prince 
of Dourlach, and a Count of the name of Konig- 


ſegg. The place capitulated on the 10 of Sep- 
tember. M. de Makc acquired a great deal of Taken, 
C glory by the gallant defence which he made; as 
d did the Prince of Baden by his. activity and con- 
J ſtancy, which ſupplied an infinite number of things 


| | F neceflary 
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Priſes Ulm, 


Advances 
towards the 


Black Foreſt, 


Battle of 
Friedlingen. 
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neceſſary in ſuch enterprizes,that are ſeldom to be 
had when the Empire is to furniſh them. Count 
Friſe, Major-General of the Imperial troops, was 
appointed governor of the new conqueſt, 

Landau had no ſooner ſurrendered, but the 
Elector of Bavaria, who hitherto had not declar- 


ed, poſſeſſed himſelf by ſurprize of the city of 


Ulm, to puniſh, as he pretended, thercircles of 
Suabia and Franconia, for having taken part with 
the Emperor, notwithſtanding a treaty they had 
made with his Electoral Highneſs, for maintain- 
ing the tranquility of the empire. This unex- 
pected action was followed by his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty's orders to the Marquis de Villars, to 
march with a part of his army on the other fide 
of the Rhine, in order to join the Duke of Ba- 
varia, who was advancing through the Black 
Foreſt. The body of troops commanded by Vil- 
lars, who had under him 2 Lieutenant-Generals, 
4 Major-Generals and 8 Brigadiers, conſiſted of 
36 ſquadrons, and 32 battalions. The Marquis 
marched directly to Hunningen, in order to paſs 
the Rhine there; but the vigilant Prince of Ba- 
den prevented him, and rendered that paſſage far 
more difficult than it was imagined at the court of 
Verſailles, inaſmuch as it produced ayery bloody 
engagement between Friedlingen and Etlingen, 
where no leſs than 3000 men on both ſides re- 
mained dead in the ſield. | 

Prince Lewis having received advice, that, 
either by ſtratagem or chance, the French had 
farpriſed Newburgh, gave- orders that his army 
ſhould advance on that fide, with deſign to re- 
take that town, where the French intended to 
paſs the Rhine. His Serene Highneſs had a con- 


ference on this ſubje& with the Dutch General 


Dopf. Villars, being informed that the confe- 
derate troops were decamped from before Hun- 
ningen, cauſed his army to paſs the Rhine on ſuch 


bridges as were ready, and in boats, and then ad- 


vanced 
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vanced into the plain of Weil, on the ſide of the 
river, of which he took poſſeſſion; as alſo of 
ſome eminences thereabouts. The confederate 
generals had no ſooner an account of this moti- 
on, than they put their horſe in order of battle, 
that they might advance towards the enemy. 
The infantry were likewiſe directed to make 
themſelves maſters of the eminences, where, 
when they arrived, they found the enemy ranged 
in Battalia. Upon this, the cavalry of the Allies, 
puſhed on by their too great ardour, fell upon 
them ſword in hand, and were received with a 
general diſcharge of ſmall arms, which did ter- 
Tible execution. The French having forced theſe 
{quadrons, drove them back on the two lines be- 
hind, and put thoſe likewiſe into confuſion, inſo- 
much that all the cavalry retired with great pre- 
cipitation towards Friburg, and never returned to 
the charge. The infantry, who were alſo draun 
up in Battalia, fell upon the French foot, who 
had ſome pieces of cannon; and after the fight 
had continued for ſome time doubtful, the Prince 
of Baden arrived. 

The preſence of their General animated his 
troops ſo much, that throwing themſclves on the 
enemy, {word in hand, with their bayonets fixed 
to their pieces, they put them to the rout, and 
ran them more than three quarters of a 

ague, without ſuffering them to rally, and with- 
-out the French cavalry making any motion, - The 
Prince of Baden, having in this manner gained the 
field of battle, remained thereon ſix whole hours, 
waiting for his horſe to come up and attack thoſe 
of the enemy. If the cavalry had appeared, the 
Prince of Baden would certainly have obtained a 
complete victory; but perceiving that not ſo 
much as a ſquadron came in fight, he marched 
directly towards Staufen, the cavalry of the ene» 
my not daring to purſue him. In this action the 
— Imperialiſts retook 6 pieces of cannon from the 


1702 


The French 
infontry 


rout ed. 


73 | French. 


. 
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17502 French infantry, which they had before loſt to the 
xy horie, and allo 5 pieces belonging to the enemy. 
The Prince of Baden obſerves, in his account of 
the battle given to the King of the Romans, that 
| it is not to be imagined how ſo great a body of 
— foot, ſupported by their horſe, and fluſhed with 
4 ſucceſs at firſt, could ſuffer itſelf to be defeated 
and purſued in ſuch a manner, by ſo ſmall a num- 
ber as the Imperial infantry was. This acti - 
on, which the French, according to cuſtom, cal- 
led a victory on their ſide, procured Villars a 
Marſhal's Truncheon, 
| As ſoon as Lord Marlborough was arrived at 
Lord Mari. the Hague, the Grand Penſionary Heinſius, and 
For ough cem. others, were deputed from the States-General, 
Plimented by n ? 
the States dc. to congratulate him upon his victorious campaign, 
paties, and happy eſcape from his captivity near Venlo. 
Then their High-Mightinefſes confirmed his 
Lordſhip General of their forces, apd continued 


3 on him his ſalary of 10,000 J. a year for main- 
4 tenance of that dignity. 
= - After receiving this honour, his Lordſhip ſail- 


= Ard by the ed for England, where he was received with all joy 
3 Engliſh Par- and affection. No ſooner was he come to his 
og tument, apartment at St. James's, but the Commons, who 
had voted him thanks for his great ſervices, and 
retrieving the honour of the Enghth nation, de- 
puted Sir Edward Seymour, comptroller of the 


by 


| quence to diſplay the ſatisfaction the Commons 
1 took in acknowledging the general's tranſcendant 
= | merits, ſo the general ſignalized his uſual mo- 
1 deſty, in aſeribing his ſucceſſes to her Majeſty's 
happy conduct, and the bravery of her troops. 
_ -. 'This winter the 'Queen, with the approbation of 
= | both houſes of Parliament, created his Lord- 
| ſhip Marquis of Blandford and Duke of Marl- 
; borough, and gave him 5000 J. per annum out of 
; a the 


houſhold, and ſeveral of their members, to com- 
pliment him. As Sir Edward exerted all his clo- 
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the poſt- office, for the ſupport of that honour, 270 
during his life. — 
It was obſerved, on this occaſion, that Sir Ed- Sir Egward 
ward Seymour *, notwithſtanding his former rhe- Seymour*s in- 
torick, did, with ſome others, excuſe themſelves ©9n/itent be- 
from complying with her Majeſty's requeſt, of . 
granting the ſame term in the penſion as in the 
honour ; and pleaded their unwillingneſs to make 
a precedent for alienating the crown revenues, 
The Duke bore this oppoſition with his conſtant 
evenneſs of temper ;z and when he had heard the 
debates that had paſſed in the houſe, prayed the 
Queen * rather to forego her gracious meſſage 
« in his behalf, than to create any uneaſineſs or 
« diſtruſt on his account, ſince it might embar- 
“ raſs her affairs, and be of ill conſequence to 
& the publick.“ 
His grace repaired early to the Hague the fol- 
lowing Spring, and having reſolved, with the 
States deputies, that one of the firſt things to be 
done, was to reduce the electorate of Cologn, he 
advanced with his army that way. 
On the 24 of April, Bonne, the uſual reſidence x,y inve- 
of the elector, was inveſted by Lieutenant-Gene- ed. 
ral Bulau with the Lunenburg Cavalry, and fome 
regiments of the Pruſſian horſe, The next day 
Lieutenant-General Fagel arrived with the infan- 
try; and as ſoon as the Duke of Marlborough 
came, the camp was extended from Rhineſdorf 
to Kruitſberg. On the 26th, Lieutenant-General 
Cochorn arrived by water with the veſſels and 
pontons, and preſently a bridge was laid over the 
river at Rhineſdorf, and the faſeines, gabions, 
and other materials got in a readineſs. The 
town was ordered to be attacked in three places; - 
the firſt againſt the fort on the other fide of the 
"4 | F 3 Rhine, 
This gentleman, who was ſpeaker of the houſe of 
Commons iu the Reign of King Charles IF was alwa*'s, 


ſuſpected to be in the French intereſt, and had been un- 
der an impeachment. Mach Ghurallers, p. 111. 
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„ 1703 Rline, and the other two againſt the city and the 
| outworks that ſecured it. The firft attack was 
commanded by Lieutenant-General Cochorn, the 

ſecond by the hereditary Prince of Heſſe-Caſ- 

ſel, and the third by Lieutenant-General Fagel. 
 Twelveregiments were ordered to each of theſe 

attacks, who took their poſts the 25th. A flying- 

| bridge alſo arrived from Coblentz, with the artil- 
_ lery, conſiſting of 6 demiculverins, 4 quarter- pieces, 
100 carriages, 4 mortars, 6 leſſer guns, 7000 
cCannon- balls, 24 and 12 pounders, 200 bombs 
from 75 to 3o pound each, 800 great grenades, 
1200 leſſer, 10,000 hand-grenades, 2000 lb. 


of powder, with a proportional number of ſpades, 


great bills, and faſcines of 10 foot each. On 
the 3d of May, the trenches were opened 
in all the three attacks, and the beliegers 
continued their approaches with more than or- 
dinary diligence, and with the loſs only of 7 
killed and 20 wounded before the city; and 14 
flain, and ſome few wounded in repelling a ſally 
of thoſe in the fort, who were driven back with 
loſs, 

The goverror In the mean time, the batteries were carried 

ſends to the on with that alacrity, and the preparations for 


22 deſtruction appcared ſo dreadful, that the gover- 
every nor ſent a letter to the Duke of Marlborough, 


importing, that an agreement had been made 
the laſt year, between the electors Palatine and 
Cologn, that the cities of Duſſeldorp and Bonne 
ſhould not be bombarded, in order to preſerve the 
churches, palaces, and other publick buildings; the 
performance of which agreement he was order- 
ed to requeſt from his Grace; and to declare with- 
al, that unleſs the ſame were obſerved, the elector 
of Bavaria would deſtroy the city of Newburg, be- 
longing to the clector Palatine. The Duke hav- 
ing imparted this letter to the Elector Palatine, 
and taken the advice of the general officers, it 
was thought convenient that his Grace ſhould an- 


{wer 


4 
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day the chain which held the. flying- bridge, by ken. 


beſiegers had but 3 men killed, and ſome few 


General, to acquaint them with it. 


in order to make two breaches, with a deſign to 
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ſwer it in general terms, © That it was neither 2703 
* his cuſtom nor his inclination to deſtroy cities 
e or publick buildings out of a premeditated de- 
e ſign, provided the enemy's conduct did not put 
him upon ſuch a neceſſity. Which anſwer was 
ſent by a trumpeter, 

The batteries being ready the 8th, the beſieg- | 
ers began to ire with good ſucceſs: for the ſame The fort i. 


means of which the fort communicated with the 
town, was broke by a cannon-ſhot, and the 
bridge ſtaved in pieces and carried away. Here 
the enemy had ſeveral men ſlaiu, while they at- 
tempted to ſave the bridge. Next day, the bat- 
tery which played upon the fort made ſuch a 
breach, that the General reſolved to ſtorm it; 
when the enemy, not thinking it ſafe to hazard 
the event, ſet fire to their caſerns, and retreated 
into the ravelin, in order to get into the town in 
boats: but they were ſo cloſely purſued by the be- 
ſiegers into the ravelin, that they had not time 
to effect their deſign. Ten men were killed, and 
30 taken priſoners, among whom was the com- 
mander of the fort, and 3 other officers. The . 


wounded : a ſucceſs ſo unexpected, that the Duke 
of Marlborough ſent away an expreſs to the States- 


A little before the galning of the fort, an un- 4 *_.,,, 
happy accident happened in General Dedem!'s at- f I (he bo. 
tack, (who commanded under Fagel) where 150 fiezers. —_ 
bombs, and as many grenades, unfortunately took 
fire, and were blown up, together with a licute- 
nant and 5 workmen, ö | 

The beſiegers bezag maſters of the fort, or- 
ders were given for railing in it a new; battery, 
that the cannon and mortars might be brought 
nearerthe town. They began to play the 12th, 


aſſault 
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_— 703 aſſault the place from the Prince of Heſſe's and 
\ Sy General Dedem's attacks. Next day about noon, 
the beſieged with about 1000 foot, ſupported by 
all their horſe and dragoons, made a ſally upon 
Dedem's attack, where the beſiegers in the tren- 
ches were at ſirſt put into ſeme diſorder. This 
N gave the encmy an opportunity to poſſeſs them- 
. felves of one of the batteries. However, the be- 
ſiegers ſoon recovered themſelves, and repulſed 
the aſſailants with the loſs of 100 men ſlain, and 
as many wounded, beſides a major and 3 captains 
taken priſoners: while the numbes# of the ſlain 
and taken, on the beſiegers fide, did not amount 
to half the number, | | 
The counter. And now all things being in a readineſs to aſ- 
ſearp taken. fail the counterſcarp and covert-way, on that ſide 
next the Prince of Heſſe's attack, the onſet be- 
© gan about eight o'clock at night under the com- 
mand of Major-General Tettau and Brigadier 
Palant, the Prince being there in perſon, The 
aſſailants, ſeconded by the continual fire and mor- 
tars of the ſeveral attacks, forced their way for- 
ward, drove the beſieged from their works, and 
lodged themſelves where they had intended. In 
this action General Tettau was wounded, with a- 
bout ſeven or eight officers, and 150 ſoldiers 
killed and wounded, together with the engineer 
who commanded in the works. 
„ So much bravery in the beſiegers, and ſuch an 
ok hy amazing tempeſt of artificial thunder and light- | 
ning, aſtoniſhed the beſieged to that degree, that | 
fearing a ſecond ſtorm, the next day, being the | 
14th, they beat a parley about 3 o'clock in the | 
afternoon, and at 6 the hoſtages were exchanged: 
but the conditions of ſurrender were not pro- c 
| 
r 


duced till the next morning, and then were ſo ex- 
travagant, that they were rejected, and others ſent 
them by the Duke of Marlborough. All things 
were agreed on the 15th, by 11 at night; and 
preſently one of the gates of the city was — 
i 01 
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for the beſiegers to take poſſeſſion of it. The ca- 
pitulation conſiſted of 11 articles; of which the 
chief were, That the garriſon ſhould march out 
within two days after ſigning the capitulation, 
with their arms and baggage, and 4 pieces of 
cannon: that they ſhould be conducted to Lux- 
emberg the ſhorteſt way : that they ſhould not 
carry away any gold or ſilver, but what belonged 
to the officers and ſoldiers of the garriſon; that 
all the records and archives belonging to 'the 
Archbiſhoprick of Cologn ſhould be reſtored to the 
chapter: and that all the priſoners taken on 
both ſides, during the ſiege, ſhould be delivered 
without ranſom, -----=-- By the taking of Bonne, 
the navigation of the Rhine became free, Rhin- 
berg having ſurrendered to the Pruſſians the Fe- 
bruary before. 

While the Duke of Marlborough was before 
Bonne, the two French Marſhals who commanded 


Boufflers 
Villeroy at- 


57 
1703 
Ws 


and 9 


this year in the Netherlands, Boufflers and Villeroy, tempt to ſur- 
(thinking to have ſurpriſed the Confeterates that prix be Al- 
lay diſperſed about Maeſtricht, to have bombarded lies. 


the town itſelf, and after that to have fallen upon 
Liege) on the 9th at night, advanced of a ſudden 
into the neighbourhood of Tongeren, with an ar- 
my of above 40,000 men; Boufflers coming up 
with;part of theſe forces on one ſide of the 
town, and Villeroy with the reſt on the other: ſo 
that the Confederates,who were marching to have 
polted themſelves in that place, were forced to 
retreat with all ſpeed under the cannon: of Maeſ- 
tricht. In the mean time, the enemy fell upon 
Tongeren, where 2 battalions of foot, the one of 
Elſt, the other of Portmore, were quartered. They 
defended themſelves with extraordinary bravery 
for 28 hours; but then were conſtrained to ſur- 
render at diſcretion. | 
This vigorous reſiſtance gave the Confederates 
an opportunity to draw together before Macltricht: 
ſo that when the enemy advanced forward, * 
3 c- 
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1703 deſign, as was ſuppoſed, to have forced the Con- 
wr federate cavalry to repaſs the Maeſe at Nime- 
guen, and the foot to retire under the out- works 
of Maeſtricht, (there to have plied them with their 
bombs) they found,to their great diſappointment, 
the Confederate army under General Auverquer- 
gque drawn up in order of battle, advantageouſly 
Whom they poſted, and ready to engage them, tho much ſu- 
find drews 3 in number. This put the two Marſhals to 
u in order ſuch a ſtand, that they knew not what to do, and 
of battle, the Confederates might eaſily perceive how much 
they fluctuated in their reſolutions. They fir 
appeared about ) o'clock in the morning, in or- 
der of battle, upon the hills near Duyſberg, with 
the greateſt part of their army; from whence 
they made ſeveral infignificant motions, ſeeming 
all to tend to the attacking of the Confederates 
right wing; which the latter obſerving, poſted 
an Engliſh Brigade in the hedges of Lonaken, to 
cover their right flank; and a regiment of dra- 
- was poſted near the church of Lonaken, to 
; — 150 foot planted in the church- yard, to 
defend the paſs from the heath of Beſſmerc. 
And, indeed. wherever the enemy ſeemed to bend 
their ſtrength, the Confederate Generals were 
careful to double their oppoſition. But about 
2 1 o'clock the ſame forenoon, the enemy made 
motion of all their forces, ſending 
— ſeveral brigades of foot, in 2 columns, 
from between Duyſberg-hills and the village of 
—Veltweſſen: from whence the Confederate Gene- 
rals concluded, that they were marching directly 
towards them. But when they came within reach 
of the cannon, they made a halt, both with their 
+ brigades and the main body of their army; the 
= brigades ſtretching themſelves out, their right to- 
4 8 ward Duyſberg, their left toward Veltweſſen, and 
_ their main-body-upon the hills of Duyſberg, and 


ht hmm behind Veltweſſen. Thus both armies ſtood gazing 


attack them. upon one another till 3 ig the afternoon, * 
: : 
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the two Marſhals, finding all their motions to. 1703 
no purpoſe, and not daring to attack the Confede- Lv 


- rates, marched back, the ſame way they came, to 


Tongeren, 
Soon after, Bonhe being taken, the Duke of 
Marlborough returned to the army of the Confe- 
derates, which conſiſted of. 130 ſquadrons, and 
59 battalions, and ſet forward toward Liege, as 
well to ſecure that place, as to force the, enemy 
to decamp from Tongeren, Their army, con- 
fiſting of above 60 battalions, and 100 ſquadrons, 
ſeemed to be very advantageouſly poſted. The 
Duke marched from Hatch near Maeſtricht, and, Duke of 
having paſſed the river Jecker, advanced to Hau- Marlborough 
tin, where the enemy intended to have foraged ves in 
: x . vain to bring 
that morning; but, upon notice of the Confe- % French 7 
derates approach, removed to ſome farther diſ- , battle. 
tance, where they cantinued under their arms 
that night. Upon the Confederates advancing to 
Nieudorp, they marched with great precipitation 
to Bockworn, not daring to ſtand the hazard of 
a battle, They alſo quitted Tongeren, after they 
had blown up the walls and the tower. The 
Duke followed them, and advanced within half 
a league of their camp; but the Jecker parted 
the two armies, and the enemy had ſecured all 
the bridges and paſſes of the river, They 
thought themſclves not ſafe for all this, but re- 
treated to Hannuye, Indeed, upon the Duke's 
advancing to Thys and Lamin, they drew up in 
order of battle, and ſent away their baggage, as 
if they intended to have fought : but their cou- 
rage failed them; and this was the ſecond time of 
their retiring, or rather flying before the Confe- 
derates. | 
While che grand army was in continual motion, 1. 
all people wondered whither the great preparati- 
ons tended that were making by M. Cochorn. As 
they were very conſiderable, they were thought 
dne prognoſticks of ſome more conſiderable event. 
5 Nor 
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Nor was it long before the general expectations 
WR were fatisfied, upon the welcome news, that the 
Tic lines for- Confederates had forced the lines in the country 


of Waes. In this action General Cochorn fom- 


6cuntry of manded one attack, in a place called the Hoeck 
Waes by M. van Callo, where he met with little reſiſtance. At 


de Coeborn, 


M. Opdam, 


oy 


the ſame time, the redoubt called St. Anthony's 
Hoek, was alſo attacked and taken, with the loſs 
only of 17 men on the, Confederates fide, At 
firſt the enemy ſeemed reſolved to have defended 
this poſt; but perceiving that a battery was railing 
againſt them, they ſurrendered at diſcretion: and 
ſoon after General Cochorn became maſter of ano- 
ther fortification, called the Pearl Fort, But Ba- 
ron Spaar, who commanded the other attack, 
near the village of Stoken, met with great oppo- 
ſition from 8 battalions of the enemy's foot, and 
6000 of the country people, who made a more 
vigorous reſiſtance than the diſciplined men, and 
by firing from the houles of the villages very much 
annoyed the Confederates after they were got 
into the lines. This obliged Baron Spaar to or- 
der that no quarter ſhould be given them; ſo that 
a conſiderable number of them were ſlain. In this 
action the loſs on General Cochorn's fide was in- 
conſiderable ; but out of Baron Spaar's detach- 
ment 1200 men were ſlain and wounded, among 
whom were two officers of note. 


be States . Soon after, this univerſal joy for ſuch great ad- 
larmed by a Vantages was interrupted for a time, by a ſtrange 
letter from account ſent by M. Opdam from Breda, . That 


ce the French had ſurrounded the body of for- 
ce ces under his command, near a place called 
« Eckeren, and put them to a total rout; that 
* he had made his eſcape to Breda with only 30 


4 horſe, and could give no farther account of 


„ their Lordſhip's army.” This put all the Hague 
in a general conſternation. The States-General 
met immediately; and, after they had fit in con- 
ſultation. till one in the morning, diſpatched 2 
1 M. Gel- 
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M. Geldermanſen, and two deputies more, with 1703 
money and inſtructions, to prevent, as much as 
might be, the ill conſequences of this ſuppoſed 
diſorder. But theſe commuthoners in their way 

} met with a courier from M. Hop, with a letter to ie :. ſon 
the States, wherein they received an account quite n 
contrary to that terrible news which they receiv- | 
ed from M. Opdam, It imported, that the enemy, = 
conſiſting, of 25,000 men, (whereas the Dutch 
were only 8000) had fallen upon and ſurrounded 
M. Opdam's army; that the combat had been 
bloody, from 3 in the afternoon till the duſk of 
the evening, with various ſucceſs; but that at 
length the States forces, by their bravery, for- 
ced the village of Otteren, kept the ſield of battle 

all night, and continued their march the next 
morning without any moleſtation from the enemy. 
Mean time,General Cochorn preſerved his acqui- 
ſitions, and laid great contributions upon part of 
Flanders. As for the loſs on both ſides in the, 
battle of Eckeren, that of the Confederates a- 2 e 
atlie of 

mounted to 2414 men, and 376 horſcs, includ- Eeteren. 
ing the dead, wounded, and priſoners; that of 
the enemy was computed to be above 3000, and 
among them the Marquilſes of Weſterlo and Riſ- 
burg, the Count of Briſac, and Colonel Zuniga 
and among their wounded, the Duke of Norte- 

5 mart, the Baron of Et the Count of Notaf, 

Colonel de Valenſar, the Chevalier de * 

ville, the Marquis de la Vere, and M. de Cour- 


A ' ville, Five or 6 Licutenant-Colonels were ſlain, a 

A great many captains, and ſeyeral inferior officers, 
* The regiments of Valenſar, Riſburg, Dienſe, 

d Jacob, and the Marquis of Bedmar's Bande were 

* utterly broken and ſhattered. 

jo But, notwithſtanding all theſe notorious exi- The Frengh 
of dences, the French King, intoxicated with the X“ 25 A 
ue fancy of a victory, or believing his ſubjects had Te Del e 
ral need of a fit of nurth, conſidering their condi- ,,., werſted. 
on- G tion, 

ay | 
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1703 tion, "wrote to the Cardinal de Noailles, to bid 
his muſick ſtrike up, and give the people a Te 
Deum, that, like ſwans, they might ſing in the 
_ gaſping hours of their tribulation. All this while 

he had very bad luck with his glorious victory: 
for inſtead of proſecuting their blow, his gene- 
rals, with all the flower of the proweſs and cou- 
rage of France, lay dormant in their trenches, 
not daring to anſwer the challenges of the Puke 
of Marlborough, who oftered them battle every 

day. 

| 8 be conjectured, that the flight of Ge- 
neral Opdam might be the ground upon which the 
French built the defeat of his army: nor indeed 
5 did that General mend the matter, by a letter 
7 7 Fs he wrote to the States from Eillo. He acknow- 
ledged, that he made too haſty a judgment upon 
the imminent danger that all the army was in; and 
that the enemy preſſing on, with an irreſiſtable ſu- 
periority, within piſtol-ſhot of the place where he 
was preſent, and where no ſuccour could come to 
enable him to keep his ground, was that which 
moved him to act in that manner. He told them | 
farther, that he had reaſſumed the command of | 
the army, and that the generals and other offi- 
cers made no ſcruple to obey his orders; yet, 
finding himſelf leſſened in the general eftcem, and { 
looked upon as unworthy to command the forces - 
of the State, he begged permiſhon of their High- t 
nefles deputies to go to the Hague for a few a 
days, in order to clear himſelf, before their High- f: 
Mightineſſes, from the imputations he lay un- ec 
der. Accordingly he arrived at the Hague the qt 
11th of July, and General Slangenburgh, who th 
reſtored the day after his retreat, had the fri 
be 
Re 
ot] 


.command of his army. That general alſo re- 
ceived the thanks of their High-Mightineſſes his 


maſters. 
All this while the Duke of? Marlborough could 
come to no conliderable action. Marches and the 


coun- 
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counter- marches, and daily conſultations which 


way to bring the enemy to an engagement, was 


all that paſſed in his army. On the 27th of July, 
his grace, and ſeveral other general officers, 
went with a guard of 4000 horſe and dragoons 
to view the enemies lines; and his grace ad ran - 
ced as far as the mill of Graven Weſel, from 
whence he had a diſtant proſpect of them on that 
ſide, From thence he ſent 200 dragoons, with 
orders to advance nearer, and get intelligence; 
and of theſe an advanced party, of about 30 Eng- 


liſh, commanded by Lieutenant Benſon, fell in 


with one of the enemy's out-guards of 40 horſe, 


who after one diſcharge retired, and were chaſed 


by the Engliſh to the very barrier of their lines ; 


which gave the Confederate Generals an oppor- 


tunity to view them within muſket-ſhor, 
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1703 
2 
Duke of 
Marltorough 
views the e- 
nemics lines, 


On the 16th of Auguſt, a great detachment of Huy . 


the grand army, under the Duke of Marlborough, 

came before Huy, a little city, with 4 churches 
and a caſtle, ſeated upon the rirer Huy, which 
runs through it, and from whence it derives its 
name. Upon the approach of the Confederates, 
the governor broke down the bridge between the 
two towns, and retired into the caſtle and forts : 
whereupon 2 battalions were ſent to take poſſoſ- 
hon of the neareſt part of the town. The two 


next days, all things being in a readineſs, the 


trenches were opened againſt the forts; and 
about the ſame time, the governor quitted the 
farthermoſt town, and the Lord Roſs was order- 
ed to take poſſeſſion of it. The garriſon likewiſe 
quitted the forts of Picart and St. Joſeph, after 
they had, for ſome ſhort time, been cannonaded 
from the Duke of Marlborough's batteries. The 
beſiegers took poſſeſſion of them, as alſo of fort 
Rouge, which is in a manner commanded by the 

other two, 
On the 23d, the beſiegers began to play upon 
the _ and on the 25th, all things being in a 
| G 2 cas 


* 
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readineſs for -a general ſtorm, the batteries fired 
without intermiſlion all that afternoon, and ſeve- 
ral ladders were fixed at the foot of the eaſtle. 


Tho' this was but a feint, yet the beſieged, be- 


lieving the aſſailants in earneſt, beat a parley, 
and offered to ſurrender, upon condition that the 


garriſon ſhould be allowed to march to Namur, 


with the uſual marks of honour. Hereupon the 
Duke of Marlborough ſent a meſſage to the go- 
vernor, declaring, that notwitliſtanding the ad- 


vantages he had, if the garriſon would lay down 


their arms, all that belonged to the officery and 
ſoldiers ſhould be allowed them, and they ſhould 
be exchanged for a like number of the Confede- 
rates men, whenever the Marſhal de Villeroy 
ſhould deſire it. Which propoſition being at firſt 
rejected, orders were given for renewing the aſ- 


fault. But the ſoldiers refuſidg to defend the place 


The garriſon 
ſurreuders at 


IF: nher g in- 
1 ed. 


any longer, the governor accepted the terms of- 
fered him by the Duke of Marlborough, and the 
garriſon, amounting to 900 men, were made 
priſoners of war. There was found in the caſ- 
tle a conſiderable quantity of ammunition, and 
proviſions ſufficient to have ſupplied the garriſon 


for above a fortnight longer. During the whole 


liege, the beſiegers had but 18 men killed and 35 
wounded, beſides ſome ofſicers. On the 27th, in 
the morning, the garriſon marched out of the 


citadel, and were all diſarmed, except the officers, 


who, by the courteſy of his grace, were allowed 
to keep their ſwords. The Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, ſeeing. that nothing elſe could be done, 
reſolved to take as many towns. as poſſible this 
campaign. N — 

Limburg was inveſted on the 9th of September, 
by Lieutenant-General Bulau, with 24 ſquadrons 
of horſe and dragoons. The next day the foot 
arrived, and the cannon and ammunition being 
come to Liege, the Puke of Marlborough follow- 
ed the next morning, with the hereditary ding of 
. | Hettc, 
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Heſſe, and a farther detachment of 1 5 ſquadr ons, 1703 
and 24 battalions. The 13th the beliegers Lau 
marched to their ſeveral poſts, and, upon the 

20th, the artillery and other neceſſaries being 

come up, a Lieutenant-Colonel, with 300 men, 

was ordered to attack the lower town; from 

whence the defendants retired upon the ſirſt aſ- 

ſault, and the beſiegers took poſſeſſion of it. They 


had this advantage by their acquiſition, that if 


the enemy advanced near them, they could block 
up the town with 5 battalions, and meet the ene- 
my with the reſt of their forces. On the 25th, 
the beſiegers had finiſhed their batteries, and be- 
gan to play upon the town with their cannon, and 
20 mortars. They continued to do fo all the 
next day, with good ſucceſs; and the mortars. 
played all night, to diſturb the garriſon, 


By the 27th the breach was {5 wide, that the The guter 


made priſen. 


beſiegers were preparing to give a general aſſault er, war 
the next day; which the enemy perceiving, beat alſo. 
a parley. But all the conditions they could ob- 
tain were, that the garriſon ſhould remain pri- 
foners of war: that the officers and ſoldiers 
might keep what was their own; and that the 
oſficers ſhould be allowed twelve waggons to- 
carry their baggage, provided they delivered up 
one of their gates within half an hour after this. 
agreement. This being done, and the garriſon, 
conſiſting of 1400 men, having marched out, the 
beſiegers took poſſeſſion of the place. By the 
taking of this town the Confederates not only 
became maſters of the whole Dutchy of Limburg, 
but ſecured. the country of Liege, and the elec- 
torate of Cologn, from the incurſions of the 
French. Little or nothing more happened remar- 
kable during this compaign, except that the Duke 
ſtill did all in his power to. bring the French to a 
battle, and they all in theirs to avoid it; and that 
his grace would have attacked the enemy's lines 
between the Mchaigne and Leucer, and have 
G 3, made- 
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The Archduke 


De HISTORY of Bock II. 
made an attempt on Antwerp, but was prevented 
by the Dutch deputies. Thus the campaign 
ended, to the glory and advantage of the Allies. 
The treaty between the Confederates and the 
King of Portugal having been ſigned the 16th of 
May, and that Prince entering thereby into the 
grand alliance, the Archduke Charles II, Son of 
the Emperor, was declared at Vienna King -of 
Spain and the Indies, by virtue of a ceſſion made 
to him by the Emperor and the King of the Ro- 
mans, of all their rights and pretenſions to the 
Spaniſh Monarchy. A few days after that ecre- 
mony, he ſet out for Holland: but the buſineſs 
of war for this year being at an end, the Duke of 
Marlborough went to wait upon his Majeſty at 
Duſſeldorp, as he was coming to make ule of the 
Engliſh and Dutch ſhipping. He was very kindly 
_ received by tlie young Monarch, and when he 
told him, that © He was jult come from putting 
« his Majeſty in poſſeſſion of Limburg ;” the King 
{aid, „He hoped to. be much more indebted to 
«© his Grace's valour, in the reduction of other 
« places and territories to his obedience 3” and 
preſenting him with a ſword ſet with diamonds, 
added: My Lord, I need not be aſham- 
ce cd to confefs my ſelf a poor Prince; I have 
only my cloak and my fword : the latter will 
be a uſeful preſent to your Excellency, and I 
« hope you will not think it the worſe for my 
« wearing it to-day,” ---<* So far from it, replied 
« the Duke, that it ſhall always put me in mind of 
« your Majeſty's juſt right and title, and of the ob- 
« ligations I lie under, to hazard my life, and 
call that is dear to me to make you the greateſt 
« Prince in Chriſtendom.” The king had many 
ether diſcourſes with his grace; and in particular 
repreſented to him the misfortunes of the Empire, 
by the defection of the Elector of Bavaria. His 
grace then haſtened to the Hague, where he con- 
rinocd the States -Seneral, that the Emperor ought 
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to be aſſiſted with all expedition. Thence he ſet 1 03 

out for England, to make the ſame repreſentation 

at the court of his miſtreſs, | | 
His Catholick Majeſty, being arrived in Hol- 

land, embarked the 23d of December for England, 

and arrived at Spithead the 26th in the afternoon, K. Charts 

He had all poſſible honours paid to him, both arrives in 

from the fleet and the town. The next day the Exglaud. 

Duke of Somerſet, maſter of the horſe, waited 

on his Majeſty on ſhipboard, with a letter and a 

compliment from the Queen, acquaintmg him, 

that ſhe was come to Windſor, in order to re- 

ceive the viſit that his Majeſty had deſired to make 

to her. The next night he lay at Petworth, whi- 1 

ther his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Denmark 

came to meet him, The 29th, about 7 in-the 

evening, he arrived at Windſor, and was lighted 

by the noblemen in waiting to the ſtair- head where 

the Queen received him. He ſupped that night 

with her Majeſty, who gave him the right hand 

at table, which he with great diihculty admitted. 

The Queen preſented ſeveral ladies of the firſt 

quality to his Majeſty, who ſaluted them with a 

kiſs, The next day, having notice that the 

Queen was coming to make him a viſit, his Ma- 

jeſty met her at ber drawing- room door, endea- 

vouring to have prevented her; but her Majeſty 
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went on to his apartment, from whenee he led | 
her to dinner. The afternoon was ſpent in en- i 
tertainments of muſick, and other diverſions, | 

The merchants trading in the dominions of 1 . refed [i 
Spain, attended his Catholick Majeſty this day at „ the Spas | 


— 2 
2 


Windſor, being introduced by the Dake of Marl- 1 mer- 
borough, and delivered him a compliment in the chants. 
Spaniſh tongue. The King received thoſe gentle- 

men very favourably, and was pleaſed, ina moſt 
obliging manner, to aſſure them of his favour and 
protection, paying them the higheſt compliment” 

that the Spaniſh language ade! in their ſoyereign; 
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1703 Supper being over, he led her Majeſty to her 
Wy bed-chamber; where, after ſome ſtay, he took 
his leave of her, reſolving to depart the next morn- 
ing. He went accordingly, and his Royal Highneſs 
attended him to the coach- ſide, the King not ſuf- 
fering him to go any further by reaſon of his in- 
diſpoſition. | | 

Having thus left Windſor the 3 1ſt,accompanied 
again by the Duke of Somerſet, (who was com- 
manded by her Majeſty to attend him) and by other 
perſons of quality, his Majeſty lay that night at 
| Petworth, the ſeat of his Grace, and arrived the 
1704 iſt of January at Portſmouth, He was received at 
WY the town-gates by the mayor, aldermen, and cor- 
| poration, in their formalities, who attended him 
to the water- ſide, the ſtreets being full of illumi- 
: nations; and at his going off the artillery was diſ- 
He goes on Charged. His Majelty immediately went on board 
beard the ficet the Royal Catharine at Spithead, extreamly well 
Jer Spain. ſatisfied with his reception at Windſor, and with 
ö the honours paid him by the fleet, and in the ſe- 
veral towns through which he paſſed. He came 
aſhore the 3d, incognits, to ſee the dock, and 
honoured Admiral Callenberg with: a viſit, The 
5th, about 4 in the afternoon, Sir George Rook 
with the whole fleet failed from Spithead for Liſ- 
bon: but were driven back again to Portſmouth, 

and continued there ſome time. 
The States The States-General, having by their envoy 
General de- extraordinary at London repreſented to the Queen, 
fire the Duke that the coming of the Duke of Marlborough to 
| A „e- the Hague might be of great advantage to the 
— Pen common cauſe, by concerting there with them the 
meaſures proper to be taken in that juncture; and 
therefore praying her Majeſty to give his Grace 
leave to pals the ſea for a few days; her Majeſty 
was pleaſed to direct his Grace to go accordingly 
to the Hague for that purpoſe, and after a ſhort 
ſtay to return. In purſuance whereof, he arrived 
there about the middle of January, and imme- 
diatcly 


tc 
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diately the States appointed ſome of their depu- 
ties to confer with him. In theſe conferences, 
they concerted proper meaſures to inſiſt with the 
princes of the empire, that every one ſhould ſend 
betimes their contingent of troops to make up 
the Imperial army. The Inſurrection in Hungary, 
which had prevented the Emperor from ſending 
his own quota, was another point debated, and 
the wiſe reſolutions: taken thereupon ſoon ap- 
peared in a molt viſible manner. The court of 
Vienna, abating of its unſeaſonable high carriage, 
ſeemed diſpoſed to follow the advices of their 
belt friends, and to hearken to an accommoda- 
tion with the Malecontents. The Prince of the 
Empire, awakened by the imminent danger that 
threatened them, and encouraged by the exhorta- 
tions and example of England and Holland, and 
by the condeſcenſions of the Imperial court, re- 
ſolved to make new efforts for the. defence of 
their country, The King of Pruſſia, in a particu» 
lar manner, expreſſed his zeal for the Empire, in 
ſending a freſh body of near 10,000 men againſt 
the French and Bavarians. The Elector of Hano- 
ver and the Duke of Zell likewiſe promiſed, not 
only to {end the troops for their quota, but to add 
3000 men more at their own charge. Purſuant 
to theſe vigorous reſolutions, the Dutch troops 
advanced towards Liege and other places on that 
lide, to be ready to oppaſe the repairing of the 
French lines, which had been demoliſhed during 


the Winter by Count Noyelles. Mean time the 


Duke of Marlborough returned to England about 
the middle of February, with the ſame wind that 


carried Sir George Rock and his royal convoy to- 
wards Spain. 
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The points be 
concerted 
with the 
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ties. 


Before 1 proceed to the campaign of I 704, the * 


moſt glorious one during the whole war, I mult 
take a ſhort review of paſt tranſactions, in order 
to give ſome idea of the ſituation of the Confede- 
rate powers, and in particular of the Empire. +1 
ES Maud 


_ 2 , . 
oO „1 
22 2 —— — Toes 


— 8 ag —-— ay „ 


_ — — — 
. * 7 


- 
i . 
% T5 
U 
' 
: 
#3. 
6 
y 
1 
1 
EZ 
1 
5 
30 
5 
1 
- 
4 
1 ö 
= 
+ of 
iy 


MESS: - 


— > tre 
— * *s 2— 


ee : 
. _ s . 14 
— Fs CP GBA IIS — — — 
. * — — — ens em ey * 
: —— — —_- = I = S 
2 — —— 1 — . 1 „ 1 0 
1 4 FR - . 1er 5 * 18 
— 4 2 r "© ad «a E \ FING EY 
k by of Fea — 72 ver . - „„ " * ame j mw Þ Ct a ho nn. 
— P % F, * * 
\ Þ 9 | 
. \ 1 Fs _—_ . 
o Y 15 7 
5 3 N „ 7 
, | \ 1 x . * \ 


» 


-— 


D 
4 8 - A 2 
. * 


„ 
2 
as. 8 * bes 

—— 


70 The HISTORY / Book II. 


1704 mult be obſerved then, that tho' the French in 
WR 1703 durſt not make head againſt the Duke of 
Marlborough, they had other — elſewhere, 
The taking of Keyſerſwaert, Venlo, Roermonde, 
Liege, and Landau, and ſeveral other advantages 
by fea and land, in the firſt campaign of the 
war, gave a reaſonable proſpect to conceive great 
hopes of the ſecond; and had the Empire made 
good their great promiſes, the ſucceſs would ſcarce 
have fallen ſhort of expectation: but by the ne- 
glect of that conſiderable member of the Grand 
Alliance, the whole Confederacy was diſappoin- 
ted, and the enemies had ſome cauſe to triumph. 
'The Germans, it ſeems, had a wrong notion of 
the power of France, and the genius of her court ; 
and it was no ſmall ſurprize to them, to ſee thoſe 
very enemies, who were on the defenſive in the 
firſt campaign, augmenting their forces, and acting 
_ offenſively in the next; taking towns, and gain- 
ing victories. | 
a The declaration of the Elector of Bavaria, 
of the French againſt the common intereſt of the Empire, was 
from the E. ſo advantageous to them, and they knew ſo well | 
letter of Ba- the conſequences of it, that they reſolved to 
varia's re- leave nothing unattempted to reinforce that Prince, 
* before the dilatory Germans could come together 
to reduce him. In order thereto, Marſhal Villars 
had, towards the latter end of the preceding year, 
paſſed the Rhine, and made all poſſible efforts to 
force his way through the Black Foreſt: but the 
vigorous reſiſtance of the Germans, and the pre- 
cautions of Prince Lewis of Baden, diſappointed 
the deſigns of the French, who were obliged to 
ſend their troops intþ Winter- quarters without 
reinforcing the Bavarians; notwithſtanding they 
boaſted, he the battle of Fridlingen, that nothing 
could ſtop their march, 
The vigorous reſolutions of the diet of Ra- 
tiſbon, in favour of the common cauſe, againſt 


France and the Elector of Bavaria, made the 
French 


Recapityla- 
tion. , 
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French very uneaſy; and, leſt the effects ſhould 170 4 
anſwer the menaces of the Diet, they reſolved i» 
early in the Spring, or rather in the Winter, to 


prevent the Germans, and to open a way of com- 


munication with the Bavarians. They attacked, Progreſs of 
in the beginning of March, the important for- the French in 
treſs of Kehl, which ſurrendered 10 or 12 days Germany in 
after the opening of the trenches, That place *793- 
being thus taken, and all the forts and lines along 

the river Kintſhe Wandoned by the Germans, 

Prince Lewis of Baden drew all his forces into 

the lines of Stolhoffen, wherein he was attacked 

in April by M. de Villars, with ſuch an army, 
that, without the timely ſuccours of 15 Dutch 
battalions, under the command of Major-General 

Goor, thoſe lines would have been forced, and the 
whole Empire expoſed to the French; as Prince 
Lewis owned himſelf in a letter to the States. 
The French, being repulſed with loſs in that at- 
tack, turned back on a ſudden towards Offen- 
burgh, and, without any oppoſition, marched 

through paſſes and defiles, which were thought 
impracticable, towards the Danube, where they _ a 
joined the Elector of Bavaria. This ſucceſs of the 
French obliged Prince Lewis to weaken his forces 

on the Rhine, to cover Francoma and Suabia, leſt 

thoſe two circles ſhould be perſuaded to embrace 

the neutrality offered them by France. 

Prince Lewis had all the time he could deſire 

to effect his deſign; for the French and Bava- = n 
. . . . pen a com- 
rians had another project of more importance in „ nication 
view, which obliged them to divide their forces. with their ar- 


This new project was to open a communication my in Italy. 


between their army on the Danube and the French 
forces in Italy, which- would have proved the 
ruin of the whole Empire. Accordingly the 
Elector of Bavaria marched into the country of 
Tirol, where he took in a few days ſo many im- 
portant poſts, that had the Duke of Vendome 
marched into the country of Trent at the ſame 

time, 
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time, it is very likely his Electoral Highneſs 
would have ſucceeded in that great enterprize. 
What retarded the march of the Duke of Ven- 
dome, was the difficulty of the undertaking, which 
he expoſtulated for ſome time with his court, 
Theſe delays, in all human probability, were the 
means of ſaving the Empire: for ſome few Impe- 
rial, troops, with the brave boors of Tirol, had 
time to. draw together againſt the Bavarians , 
whom they defeated in ſeveral rencounters, and 
at laſt beat out of their country, re-taking all the 
poſts they had taken, except Kuff ſtein. They 
then marched againſt the French, who had al- 
ready advanced to Trent, and obliged them like- 
wiſe to retire. The Biſhop of Brixen diſtinguiſh- 
ed himſelf on this occaſion. 

The Elector of Bavaria having rejoined the 
French, who continued all this while entrenched 
ncar Dillingen, between Ulm and Dona wert, parted 
once more {rom them; and Prince Lewis of Baden, 
having notice of his deſign to ſeize Augſburg, 
notwithſtanding an agreement of neutrality con- 


cluded for that city, his Highneſs divided like wiſe 


his forces, marching with all poſſible ſpeed to 


cover the place, where he arrived juſt as the van- 
guard of the Bayarians appeared in ſight, This 
happy ſucceſs of Prince Lewis put him upon a 
deſign of greater conſequence ;z the execution of 
which would at once cut off all communication 
between the enemy and the country of Bava- 
ria: but the Elector and Marſhal Villars, hav- 
ing timely notice of the march of Count Stirum 
towards Donawert, quitted the banks of the river 
Lech, with the utmoſt ſecrecy, and marched with 
ſo much diligence, that Count Stirum found him- 
ſelf on a ſudden attacked in front by the main 
army, and in the rear by the Marquis Duſſon, 
who came out of his entrenchments at Dillingen. 
That action happened near Hockſtedt, and proved 
very unfortunate to the Germans, tho they e 

] | 5 
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loſe a great number of men; for the loſs of their 
cannon and baggage rendered that body, in a man- Ay 
ner, unſerviceable during the reſt of the campaign. 
This diſgrace, and the taking of Briſac, which 
was ſurrendered to the Duke of Burgundy, di- 
appointed the projects of Prince Lewis of Baden, 
whoſe forces, being divided, did nothing at all; 
| while, on tne other hand, the French improved 
| that favourable opportunity; and, to conclude 
their campaign, took the fortreſs of Landau, — a z = 
| notwithitanding the brave defence of the gover- ING 
: - places. 
/ nor, and obtained a victory over the army ſent 
p to. relieve the place, Kempton and Augſburg 


» 'had the ſame fate, and the Empire was never in 
- ſuch danger. The delays and unſeaſonable diſ- 
putes of its members, were the occaſion of ſo 

e many diſgraces to the common cauſe, and fur- 

d niſhed matter for all theſe advantages to the ene- 

d my. In a word, the Queen of England and the 

n, States General were the only powers engaged in 

g. the confederacy, that anſwered by real effects 

Ib their treaties and engagements. Their forces 

le alone acted the offenſive part, tho' they were 

to weakened by 15 battalions ſent to the aſſiſtance 

n- of the Empire. 

us The Confederates, upon application made from 

a his Imperial Majeſty, bent all their thoughts on 

of reducing the E1:ctor of Bavaria; and their mea- 

on ſures were ſo wiſely concerted, kept with ſo much 
da- ſecrecy, and ſo vigorouſly executed, that hiſtory 
av = cannot afford the like inſtance. The Duke of 
um Marlborough being arrived in Holland, and all 
der things ripe for that great deſign, the Engliſh for- The Duke of 
ich ces began to move towards Coblentz. This 7 — gb 
im- did not ſurprize the French, who, by the prepa- ane was | 
lain rations made in that place, thought the Allies de- Empii 4 
on, ſigned to open the campaign with the ſiege of 
zen. Traerbach, and endeavour to advance towards 
ved France along the Moſelle. Upon this ſuppolition 
. they took convenient meaſures to ſtop their pro- 


greſs; 
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greſs; but were at a loſs when they ſaw the Duke 
of Marlborough advancing towards the Neckar, 
This made them very unealy ; yet they carried 
their thoughts no farther than the banks of the 
Rhine, and believed that his grace would either 
attack Landau, or march towards Stratſburg, to 
oblige the French to recal their forces from Ba- 
varia; while Prince Lewis of Baden, with the 
imperial forces, ſhould reduce the elector, who 
had lately recewed a great reinforcement from 
France, notwithſtanding. the many endeavours of 
Prince Lewis to cut off his communication with 
the French, or hinder his retreat from Donau 
Schingen to Ulm. This was ſo confidently believ- 
ed at Paris, that they owned no words could ex- 
preſs their ſurprize, upon advice, that the Duke 
of Marlborough had on a ſudden directed his 
march towards the Danube, Marſhal Villeroy was 
then ordered to repair with all poſſible ſpecd to 
the Rhine,and Marſhal Tallard to paſs the Black- 
Foreſt, to reinforce the EleQor of Bavaria. 

The Duke of Marlborough paſſed the Neckar 
the 4th of June, and, having reſted 2 or 3 days, 
advanced with all imaginable diligence for Suabia. 
He repaſſed the Neckar at Lauffen, and encamped 
at Monderlſeim, where Prince Eugene came the 
10th to confer with him. The 11th, the army 
marched to Great Heppach, where Prince Lewis 


Hat a covfſe.. Of Baden arrived two days after. The three 
rence withthe generals had a long conference together, whercin 


Pri COS 
Lew i aid 
Ergene. 


they concerted the operations of the campaign. It 
was agreed, that Prince Eugene ſhould command on 
the Rhine, to obſerve the Marſhals Villeroy and 
Tallard, to defend the paſſage of the river, and 
cover the lines of -Stolhoffen and the Dutchy of 
Wirtemberg,while the Duke of Marlborough and 
Prince Lewis ſhould advance towards Donawert, 


to ſeize that important poſt on the Danube, and 


act againſt the Elector of Bavaria: that the Im- 
perial and Engliſh forces ſhould join; and that, 
& during 


1 
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during their conjunction, the Prince and the Duke 1504 
ſhould alternately give the word, and command Ay 
the whole army. Accordingly Prince Eugene ſet 
out the 14th for Philipſburg, Prince Lewis for 
his army, and the Duke advanced to Eberſbach. 
The 16th, his grace advanced to Gros Seinſſen, 
where he continued 4 days. The 21ſt, he de- 
camped from Seinflen, and being joined in his 
march by the forces of Holland, Lunenburg, and 
| Heſſe-Cafſel, encamped about Launſheim, and the 
j next day joined Prince Lewis of Baden at Weſ- * 
5 
1 


- 


terſteten, His grace, in this long march, had 
interviews with the Electors of Mentz, Triers, 
and other potentates,and, in a word, led his army 


- above 60 German leagues, from the Maclſe to 
c the Danube, in 3o days, | 
$ The Prince of Baden told his Grace, That Cvilities that 
8 « he was come to ſave the Empire, and give him Z aſſed 2 
| ö ge N ween his 
0 “an opportunity to vindicate his honour, which „e and the 
(= « he was ſenſible, with many people, was in 1e Princes. 

« ſome meaſure at the laſt ſtake ;” alluding to the 
ar reflections then paſſed upon him, for letting the 
8, French join the Elector of Bavaria, when he had 
a, not force enough to oppoſe them. To which the 
ed Duke replied, ** That he came to learn from him 
he % how to do the Empire fervice ; for they mult 
ny « want judgment who did not know that the 
vis « Prince of Baden had not only, when his health | 
ee % would permit him, preſerved the Empire, but 1 
cin « extended. its conqueſts,” After this, Prince . 
It Eugene came to pay his Grace a viſit, and, being 8 
on preſent at a review of the Duke's army, which ll 
nd made the beſt appearance that could be, he told 18 
ind the Duke, My Lord, I never ſaw better horles, "WM 
of * better clothes, finer belts and accoutrements; 8 
and vet all theſe may be had for money: but there 1 AM | 
ert, eis a ſpirit in the looks of your men, which 1 
ind « ſurpaſſes all theſe, and cannot be purchaſed. q þ 
Im- The lika to this, I muſt own with furprize, I | 4 
nat, nevyer ſawn my life.” To which his Grace = 
ing H 2 replied, I 
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1704 replied, « Sir, if it be as yon ſay, that ſpirit is 
wx © breathed into them by your Highneſs s ꝓre- 
& ſence.” It was by means of Prince Eugene that 
his Grace obtained, for th honour of himſelf and 
nation, that rank above-mentioned, which equal- 
led him to the firſt General in Chriſtendom ; 
to command alternately with the two Princes, 
and that in the heart of the Imperial territories, 
where always, till then, the generals of the Em- 
| pire held the precedence. 
The Fav ri- The * Flector of Bavaria judging by the march 
ans ertr*- of the Allies, that the generals of the Confe- 
ed at Schel- . 
lese. derate army intended to attack Donawert, made 
a detachment of his beſt troops to reinforce Count 
& Arco, polted near that place at Schellenberg, 
Where he had caſt up greatentrenchments,and had 
ſome thouſands of pioneers employed for ſeveral 
days to perfect thoſe works; which covered Pona- 
wert: but notwithſtanding this, and the number 
of troops which defended them, the Duke of 
Marlborough reſolved to attack the enemy, and 
the neceſſary orders were given to the army. 
The Duke of The 2d of July his Grace advanced according- 
e —_ lyat three in the morning, with a detachment of 
attack — 600 foot and 30 ſquadrons of Engliſh and Dutch, 
befides 3 battalions of Imperial grenadiers; and 
the reſt of the army followed wich all poſſible 
diligence, But the way being very bad and long, 
that detachment could - not come to the river 
Wernitz, which runs by Donawert, till about 
noon, and it was 3 o'clock before it could get 
over that river with the artillery, The Duke 
having paſſed it at the head of the cavalry, view- 
ed the entrenchments, and made the neceſſary 
diſpoſitions for the attack. 
Count 


Narrative of the battle of Schellenberg publiſhed 
hy the Allies, and the Count d' Arco's letter. to. the 
Electot his maſter. 
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Count d' Arco had not the leaſt notice of the 


Allies approach, till they were diſcovered from a 
neighbouring hul; marching, as he thought, to 


ol 7 7 . 


1704 
Count d' Arco) 


Donawert. This made him forward his entrench--prepares to 
ment, which was yet unfiniſhed, with great dili- receive bits. 


gence, till about 4 in the afternoon the Allies 
were come ſo near, that he perceived they de- 
ſigned an attack: upon which he drew up his 
men in order of battle; placing 14 battalions in 
the front of the iſt and 2d lines, and 4 French: 
regiments and 6 battalions on the right and left. 
The horſe and dragoons he poſted on the right, 
becauſe that was the beſt ground. 


In the mean time the artillery of the Allies Battle of 


began to thunder againſt the enemy, who anſwer- 
ed briſkly from their batteries, and gave room, by 
their diſpoſitions, to judge that the action would 
be very hot, Theſe preparations being over, the 
Engliſh and Dutch began the attack, with an un- 
parallelled intrepidity, before the imperialiſts came 
up, and met with a vigorous defence. They ad- 
vanced in 6 columas, ſupported by many ſqua- 
drons of horſe in the rear, beſides others extend». 
ing to the hill. They marched brit to the wood 
on the right, thinking to break through there, 
and then to attack the entrenchments on all {ides z; 
but finding it impracticable, they marched again 
to the corner of the line in view of the city,, 
and there fell on with a great fire from the Eng- 
hih battalions, and abundance of cannon. on the 
riglit. 

The Bavarian troops were poſted in the mouth 
of the attack, and, after their fire, fell twice up- 
on the Allies with their bayonets in their pieces, 
and made great ſlaughter, In a word, the aſſail- 


S chellenbergs. 
& 


ants found ſuch. gallant reſiſtance, that moſt of 


their firſt ranks were killed, but ſpeedily ſupplied! 
by others. The fire encreaſed on both ſides, and 
the Dutch. battalions were often repulſed, and 
many of them killed by the great fire from the 
H. 3 


trenchess. 
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trenches. Count d' Arco, in great hopes of 
victory, ſent 3 French battalions, and one Bava- 
rian to the town, with orders to the commanding 
officer there to poſt them in the covert- way, 
where it joined the entrenchment, from whence: 
they might have made ſuch a ſire, as would have 
well enough covered them on the left: but the 


Duke being aware of this, broke furiouſly into the 


Me Bavari- 
es, beaten, 


Numder of 
#hs enemy. 


entrenchments ſo that Count d' Arco came thither 
too late with two ſquadrons of dragoons. The 
Count thought there was nothing then left him to 
do. but to think of retiring, to prevent his being 
encompaſſed. Thus, after an engagement of about. 
an hour and an half, when the Imperialiſts arrived, 
the entrenchments were entered, and the Coute-: 
derates made a terrible ſlaughter of the enemy. 
Lienten:nt-General Goor, who commanded the 
firſt detachment of foot, was killed, as was alſo. 
Major-General Beinheim; both in the Dutch ſer- 
vice, and both very much lamented. The horſe 
and dragoons ſhared the glory of the day with. 
the infantry, The firlt detachment of them was 
commanded by Lieutenant-General Lumley and 
Lieutenant-General Hompeſch. All the Confede- 
rate troops that engaged behaved themſelves with, 
a great deal of bravery :. But as the attack was, 
begun by a battalion of the Engliſh foot guards, 
and the regiments of Orkney and Ingoldſby, it 
muſt be ſuppoſed that they ſuffered more than any: 
others, and that of Orkney, in particular, was ex- 
ceedingly ſhattered. 
The forces of the enemy conſiſted of 2 batta- 
lions of the Elector's guards, 1 of grenadiers, 
13 other Bavarian battalions, 5 French, 4 regi- 
ments of cuiraſſiers, and 3 ſquadrons of dra- 
goons, making 32,000 men, all choice troops, 
commanded in chief by Count d' Arco, and under 
him by three Bavarian and. two French Lieute- 
nant-Generals.. 


AS 
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As ſoon as the Allies had poſſeſſed the entrench- 170 4 
ments, the greateſt part of he enemy ran away nay 
to Donawert and the Danube : but being cloſely 

purſued by the Confederate horſe and _— 
the greatelt part followed the example of their 23. f 


generals, who flung themſelves into that river, gives fuim o- 


and ſwam over. The reaſon was, that the bridge, ver the Da- 
to their great mortification, broke down under the nabe. 
croud, and the pate was kept ſhut by the gover- 
nor's commands a long time, tho' Count d' Arco 
deſired it might be opened, and ſent him notice 
that he was on the left with the retiring troops. 

A regiment of dragoons coming thither. on 
foot, made a brave reſiſtance, and kept the Al- 

les off-for ſome time. Thoſe on the right, 
being too far from the town, and knowing the 
bridge was broke, retired towards the wood of 
Newburg. 

The Allies took 16 pieces of cannon, and 13 +, Pate of 
colours or ſtandards. The Duke of Marlborough Marlborough 
gained great honour in this action; having given gains great: 
his orders with an extraordinary preſence of . 
mind, and expoſed his perſon to the greateſt 
danger. Prince Lewis of Baden, who likewiſe 
performed the part of a brave and experienced 
general, was wounded; as was alſo the Heredi- 
tary Prince of Heſſe-Caſſel, who gave ſignal 
proofs of his courage on this. occaſion, Count Sti- 
rum was dangerouſly wounded : General Thun- 
gen, Count Horn, Major-General Wood, Ma- 
jor-General Paland, and ſeveral other officers of 
note were alſo wounded. 

Next morning the Duke took poſſeſſion of Do- Ho 26h 
nawert, which the Bavarian garriſon quitted upon een of po 
his approach : but they had not time to deſtroy Sts. | 
their ammunition and proviſions, as they were 
ordered to do, and had then filled the houſes 
with ſtraw to burn the place. 

The Confederate army, having reſted ſome 
days near * paſſed the Danube, and af- 

terwards 
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terwards the Lech; the Elector of Bavaria not 


thinking fit to oppoſe their paſſage, and retiring to. 


Augſburg, where he entrenched himſelf, The Al- 
lies beſieged and took Ram, a fortreſs in Bavaria, 


and the enemy quitted Newburg on the Danube. 
The Confederate army advanced afterwards di- 
realy to Augsburg, and forced the enemy to quit 


Freidberg near that place. Mean time, there were 


the Emperor and the Elector of Bavaria, and 
Count Wratiſlau was {cnt to confer with the lat- 
er: but when the treaty was ready to be ſigned, 
it was found that his Electoral Highneſs, who va- 
lued himſelf fo much upon his honour, had not 
ſcrupled to ſtoop to an ignoble duſiniulation; for 
he then declared, that he had advice, that the 
Marſhal de 7 allard was coming to his aſſiſtance, 
and that . honour could not permit him to 


hearken to. {epar: ate treaty, as long as the French. 


King made ſuc] h chorts to ſupport him. Here- 
upon the negotiations broke up, and the Elector 
haughtily ſaid, Be had rather be a private dra- 
* goon in France, than a chief general in the 
&. Emperor's ſervice.“ 

The expectation of that Prince, however, was 
not groundleſs: for the Marſhal de Tallard having 


raiſed the ſiege of Villingen, before which place 


he had loſt 6 or 700 men, marched directly towards 
Ulm, and met with no manner of oppoſition, Ho 
went from thence to the camp of the Flector near 
Augsburg, and concerted with him the * 2 
of their forces. 


The Allies having judged ĩt mpratticobla to at- 
tack the Bavarians in their entrenchments, and 


deſpairing of any accommodation, ſent out a 
ſtrong body of horſe, who deſtroyed the country 
between Augsburg and Munich with fire and 
ſword, and brought away what cattle and other 
chings they could take. This was done in order 


to deprive the enemy of all means of ſubliſtence 


O 
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on that ſide, and to oblige them to quit their 1704 
eamp. The Elector complained loudly of this 
ſeverity, and wrote to the Duke of Marlborough 
thereupon: but received an anſwer little to his 
ſatis faction. 

That expedition being over, the Confederates 
held a great council of war, wherein it was re- 
ſolved to return towards the Danube, and beliege 
Ingolſtadt. Prince Lewis of Baden undertook to 
command the ſiege, and the Duke of Marlborough 
to cover it: and Prince Eugene, who had follow - 
ed the Marſhal de Tallard, and was encamped near 
Donawert, was to join the Duke in caſe of need. 
The army decamped accordingly from Friedberg 
towards Aiche. 

About this time his Grace received a letter of 
thanks, writ in Latin, in the Emperor's own 
hands; an honour ſeldom done to any below a 
ſovereign prince. In this piece his Imperial Ma- 
Jelty expreſſes himſelf thus: Nothing can be The Empe- 

* more glonous than what you have done, i in the rs letter to 
conjunction of your army with mine, in the % Dube of 
** moſt ſpeedy and vigorous attack, and forcing 2 oo —— 
“of the enemies camp near Donawert, on the of — 

ad of this month; ſince my generals themſelves ger. 

© and miniſters deckee that the ſucceſs of that 
? * enterpriſe (which is more acceptable and advan- 
4 tageous to me at this preſent time, than almoſt 
. * any thing elſe that could befal me) ãs chiefly ow- 
G ing to your counſel, prudence, and diſpatch, 
+, and the wonderful bravery and conſtancy of the: 
troops that fought under your command. 

That you carry on, with the ſame alacrity and; 
induſtry, what you have ſo valiantly and vic- 


6 toriouſſy begun; ; and that, in conjunction with 

- the Printe of Baden my lieutenant-general, 
q and other commanders of my troops, you uſe 
” your utmoſt endeavours and. force , that the 
l 4 end may anſwer, this beginning; and that the 
„ | © var which he Banarian hach leditioully raiſed 
4. N. 
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in the bowels of Germany, may be brought to a 
&« ſpeedy concluſion, is not what I do ſo much 
*« exhort you to, as I aſſuredly expect.“ 

Prince Eugene had all this while a difficult taſk 
to perform, The Palatine troops polted in the 
lines, and along the Rhine, were reinforced with 
10,000 Pruſhans detached from the Imperial 
army, and part of the troops of the circle of 
Weſtphalia; but were not yet ſtrong enough to 
oppoſe the French: for Marſhal Villeroy being 
arrived at Landau, with the troops from the Ne- 
therlands, the enemy threatened to paſs the Rhine 
below Philipsburg, and attack the lines of Stolhof- 
fen. They made great preparations to that effect; 
but the Duke of Marlborough having ordered the 
Daniſh infantry, in the ſervice of England and 
Holland, which was to join him, to reinforce 
Prince Eugene, his Highneſs took ſuch precau- 
tions, by erecting batteries in convenient places, 
and caſting up new entrenchments, that the ene- 
my did not think fit to attempt the paſſage in that 
part; and therefore Marſnal Tallard marched back 
with a good army towards Strasburg, and, having 
there paſſed the Rhine, advanced towards the 
Black Foreſt, to ſuccour the Elector of Bavaria. 
Prince Eugene, having fent notice thereof to the 
Duke of Marlborough, made ſeveral preparations, 
in order to paſs the Rhine, and attack the Marſhal 
Villeroy. In the mean time, the Elector and M. 
de Tallard actually joined, paſſed the Danube, and 


marched towards Donawert, in hopes to ſurpriſe 


his Highneſs, who was advanced that way, re- 
take that place, and then invade the country of 
Wirtemberg, to oblige the Allies to quit Bavaria. 
The ſucceſs they had, much about the ſame 
ground, the year before, over Count Stirum, was 
no preſage of another victory; for they found 
Eugene on his guard, and the Duke of Marlbo- 


rough ſo active and diligent, that his Grace and 


his Highneſs were joined, and actually marching 
| | to 
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to fight the enemy, before, or at the very ſame 1704 
time, that they had advice of their conjunction. 
'This occaſioned the memorable battle of Blenheim 
or Hockſtedt, which the laſt century, ſo famous 
for bloody tragedies, cannot parallel. But this 
great action, and the motions that preceded it, 
deſcrve a more particular detail, 
His “ Grace having continued about Rain, to 
watch the motions of the French, on the 10th 
of Auguſt he was informed, by Prince Eugene, 
that the French and Bavarians were paſſing the 
Danube, at Lawingen; whereupon his Grace ſent 
a detachment, under the command of General 
Churchill, with orders to paſs the Danube, and 
join his Serene Highneſs, And on the 11th, at 
three in the morning, the Confederate army march- f 
ed, and joined that Prince at Munſter, where the _—_ of 
two armies continued till the 12th, expecting their 2 8 
artillery, which could not come up with the ſame % P. Eu- 
expedition as the troops. gene. 
The fame day his Grace and Prince Eugene, 1%, ,..,,. 
with moſt of the generals, advanced under a ,zjitre the e- 
guard of 40 ſquadrons of horſe and dragoons, nemy. 
to view the camp at Hockſtedt, in order to ſeize 
it; but they found it already poſſeſſed by the 
enemy, and of very difficult acceſs. The French 
could not believe the Allies would attack them 
here; and therefore, the next morning, made a 
general forage. They were poſted on a riſing 
ground, having a river and a moraſs before them; 
and beſides it appeared afterwards, that they 
were ſuperior in number. | 
The difficulties they had to encounter did not ,,,,,, a- 
diſcourage the generals of the Confederate army, fack then, 
who having reſolved to attack them the next mor- 


ning, 


* This account is extracted from the journal of the 


' Allies, and a letter writ to M. Chamillard by a French 


general officer. - See more of the French account in the 
Hiſtory of Priace Eugene, 
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ning, the whole army marched the 13th, by break 
of day, in 8 columns, and about-7 appeared be- 
fore the camp of the enemy. The Imperialiſts, 
Pruſſians, and Danes were poſted on the right, un- 
der the command of Prince Eugene; and the 
Engliſh, Dutch, Heſſians, Lunenburghers, and 
other troops in the ſervice of England and Hol- 
land, made up the left wing of the Confederate ar- 
my, under their. reſpective generals. The Duke 
had the general command over the whole. 

The enemy was very much ſurpriſed at the ap- 
proach of the Allies, and fired twp guns as a ſig- 
nal for their foragers to return, which they did 
with precipitation; and this occaſioned a great 
confuſion in their camp. They formed themſelves, 
however, with all the expedition they could. 


Their right reached to the Danube, having the 


village of Blenheim in front, where was M. de 
Tallard's quarter, and the village of Lutzingen 
to the left, where was the Elector's quarter. All 
the firſt line of M. de Tallard's foot had its right 
to the Danube, that it might be at hand to be 
poſte in the village of Blenheim, which was 
befor. That firſt line was of 19 battalions, 
Next was the firſt line of horſe, on the left, ex- 
tending towards the horſe of M. Marſin, the reſt 
of Whoſe army reached as far as the hill of Lut- 
zingen. The ſecond line was drawn up as u- 
ſual, with the infantry in the center. In the 
center of both armies there was a hill, which 
commanded all the plain, and whoſe declivity 
reached as far as the rivulet that ran along the 
front of their camp. 

Mean time, his Grace, having given the neceſ- 
ary directions for the attack, the Imperia liſis 
marched along a wood near Volperſteten, and 16 
battalions of the left advanced at the ſame time 
towards Blenheim; the generals of the Confede- 
rates deſigning, by that motion, to attack the 
enemy in the flank on both ſides. But as ſoon 

2338 
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as they were ſenſible of it, they ſet on ſire the 1704 
villages of Volperiteten and Anterheim, and alfo 
the mills and ſome houſes of Blenheim, and made Ie hn 
a great fire from their batteries, even before the fame villages 
forces of the Confederates appeared on the riſing and mills 
ground near the Morals. The artillery of the 

Allies was brought to bear at that time, and 

by favour of its fire the foot forded the river, 

and bridges were made for the horſe. The 

French committed a fatal error in ſuffering the 

Allies to paſs the brook unmoleſted, and this 

fault was laid to the charge of Marſhal Tallard, 

That General when in England, told a friend of 

the Author's, that he ſaw, before the battle, 

from the Duke of Marlborough's diſpoſitions, 

that he had to deal with his maſter in the art of 

war. 

The cannonading began between 8 and ꝙ in pg, if 
the morning, and continued till x in the afternoon 3 Blenheim. 
during which time the foot of the left advanced ; 
to Blenheim, to beat the enemy from that poſt, Ie _ 
wherein they had caſt up an entrenchment with 5 = mg 
palliſades, and poſted 27 battalions, ſupported : 
by 12 ſquadrons of dragoons. They made a 
ſtout reſiſtance, which obliged the Duke to order 
the hereditary Prince of Heſſe-Caſſel, who com- 
manded the whole body of the cavalry on the 
the left, to paſs the moraſs, to cut off the enemy 
poſted at Blenheim from the reſt of their forces. 

The paſſage being very difficult, the enemy 
repulſed the firſt ſquadrons of the Confede- 
rates with a great deal of fury. But the Prince 
advancing with the reſt, fell upon the French The right 
Gendarms and light horſe with an unparalleled wing of the 
vigour, and after 4 charges put them altogether ene r0:ted, 
to the rout, The enemy cauſed 3 battalions 
to advance, who, forming themſelves into one, 
attempted to ſtop the cavalry of the Allies; but 
were all cut in pieces. 

Things 
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1704 Things being in this condition, M. de Tallard 
Ly conſidered that it was high time to draw off the 
M. de Mar- dragoons and infantry out of the village of Blen- 
ſin unable to heim, and reſolved upon it, exhorting his cavalry 
dt Tallard. to ſtand their ground. He ſent a truſty perſon to 
| M. de Marſin, to deſire him to face the enemy 
with ſome troops on the right of his village, and 
keep them in play, to favour the retreat of the 
infantry : but M. de Marlin repreſented to the 
meſſenger, that he had too much buſineſs in the 
front of his village and the reſt of the line, to 
ſpare any troops; he not being victorious, but 
only maintaining his ground. During this diſ- 
courſe, the French horſe had again faced the Al- 
lies; but on a ſudden they were ordered to 
wheel about, which was done with all the diſorder 
that can be imagined. In ſhort, this was ſo pre- 
cipitate a flight, that part of the cavalry, ard 
all the Gendarms, having turned ſuddenly to- 
wards the Danube, into a narrow nook, which 
formed a demi-ifland, they found themſelves cut 
Several ſcua- off from the reſt of the army, which forced mul- 
waer, re titudes of brave men to throw themſelves into 
Tallardt. ten, the river, where they periſhed. M. de Tallard, 
fearing the ſame fate, ſurrendered to the adju- 

tant of the Prince of Heſſe. 

Meſſicurs de Clerambaut and Blanſac com- 
manded the dragoons and infantry in the village 
of Blenheim. The former, without taking a re- 
ſolution worthy of his name, with a powerful 
body which was yet intire, and covered by the 
cannon of Hockſtedt, as ſoon as he ſaw the rout 
of the cavalry, cauſed his poſtilion to ſound the 
Danube, and throwing himſelf into it was drowned. 
The Duke having ſurrounded the village by ſeve- 

Teventy- Tal lines, advanced to block it up cloſe on the left 
ſe ven batt» flank, where the right of the French horſe was 
lions and 10 before poſted. The battalions were ſoon alarmed, 
ſquadrons ta- and the Colonel of the royal regiment bethought 
in prejone!5- himſelf of ſaving his life, and that of his ſoldiers ; 

whom 
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whom he cauſed to lay down their arms, and 
himſelf ſurrendered the colours. The Duke 
of Marlborough, judging rightly, that there were 
old troops in that place, the overcoming of 
which would coſt him dear, made uſe of M. De- 
nonville, his prifoner, to exhort them to accept 
of their lives. All yielded at laſt, tho' with re- 
luctance, and the articles were ſigned. The 
troops were diſarmed, and their colours taken 
from them. | 

While this was tranſacted on the Confederates 
left, Prince Eugene attacked the left of the enemy, 
commanded by the Elector of Bavaria and Mar- 
ſhal Marſin; who, being advantageouſly poſted, 
made a {tout reſiſtance, and difputed the ground 
with a great deal of obſtinacy. But the defeat of 
Marſhal” Tallard having diſcouraged them, they 
gave ground, and retired, having had 24 battali- 
ons almoſt cut in pieces. Their horſe likewiſe 
ſuffered very much, The troops of the left took 
35 pieces of cannon, and thoſe of the right 10 : 
but as the enemy had a greater number of them, 
it was ſuppoſed they had thrown them into the 
Danube, or in the Moraſs. 

It was obſerved this day; that the Duke was 
reſolved either to conquer or die: for, ſome 
hours before the battle, he devoted himſelf to 
God in the preſence of his chaplain, and received 
the ſacrament. When he was in the heat of ac- 
tion, one of the generals, after two attacks upon 
the enemy's lines, having wheeled off with the 
horſe in deſpair, he ſaid, Mr. You are un- 
« der a miſtake ; the enemy lies that way; you 
have nothing to do but to face him, and the day 
« 1s your own.” Upon which, that General re- 
turned to the charge, and helped to repulſe the 
enemy with a terrible ſlaughter, His Grace, af- 
ter the battle, ordered all neceſfaries for the pri- 
foners, and made viſits to the wounded. In par- 
ticular, when he had the Marſhal de Tallard in 

I 2 his 
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1704 his coach with him, his Grace ſaid to that Gene- 
ral. Tis to be confeſſed, Sir, that providence 
« has befriended me, in giving me the advantage 
« over you in the field of battle; but I have no 
thing more to rejoice in, from its having eſpouſ- 
« ed my ſide, than that this advantage, which ] 
* have gained, furniſhes me with an opportunity 
of ſhewing the reſpect and eſteem 1 ſhall al- 
* ways bear to your perſon and character,” But 
when the Marſhal afterwards told him, That 
his Grace had beaten the beſt troops in thc 
« world :” The Duke replied, ** Your Lord- 
« ſhip, I preſume, excepts thoſe who had the ho- 
© nour to beat them.“ 
In great Biſhop Burnet relates, that his grace aſſured 
das ger. him, he never ſaw more evident characters of a 
ſpecial providence, than appeared this day. A 
{1gnal one related to his own perſon, A cannon 
ball went into the ground ſo near, that he was 
ſome time quite covered with the cloud of dult 
and carth that it raiſed about him, 
Tie Eletor The Elector of Bavaria retired over the Da- 
retrects to nube by the bridge of Lawingen, and marched 
Um. directly for Ulm, to rally his ſcattered troops. He 


< ſent orders at the ſame time to his troops in Aug- 


ſburg, and other places, to quit them and join 
him; and accordingly the French marched out of 
Augſburg, carrying with them 4 hoſtages as a ſe- 
curity for 2000 lick or wounded men, which 

they had left in that place. 
Augghurg te- The magiſtrates, being aſſembled immediately 
den into pro- after, {cnt 4 deputies to the Duke, who the fame 
teion by the night had their audience, and deſired his protec- 
D. of Marl- tion. His Grace anſwered, That they had nothing 
bo to fear from the troops of her Britannick Majeſty 
and the States, who were ſent only againſt the 
enemies of the Empire and their Allies. A de- 
tachment was ordered to take poſſeſſion of that 
important poſt, wherein the Elector, without the 
in- 
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reinforcement of Marthal Tallard, had been able 1704 
to {top all the Confederate forces. 88 
The Allies had in the battle of Hockſtedt, 66 Strength and 
battalions and 181 ſquadrons : the enemies had % of each 
84 battalions and 150 ſquadrons. As ſome of army. 
their battalions were not compleat, and one with 
another, they were reckoned but at 400 men, 
this made them 7320 men ſuperior to the Allies 
in foot; and 31 ſquadrons, at 100 horſe each, 
which the Allies had more than they, making 
3100, their army was in the whole 4220 men 
ſuperior to the Allies. Marſhal Tallard, with the 
other officers of note, was ſent towards Frank- 
fort, and Hanua, under a guard of dragoons. 
Upon a repartition of the other priſoners, who 


| 
' were ſent into the neighbouring places, they were 
; found to exceed 1 3,000 officers and ſoldiers, in- 
4 eluding about 3000, who liſted themſelves in the 
; Confederate troops, Theſe, with the killed and 
} wounded, made the loſs of the enemy amount 
to almoſt 40, ooo men. They loſt alſo 5400 car- 
E nages, 34 coaches full of the Ladies of their of- 
j heers, 334 mules loaded with Equipages, 40 
e pieces of large cannon, and many {mall ones, 24 
— mortars, 129 colours and 15 ſtandards taken by 
= the Duke of Marlborough, 80 more colours or 
f ſtandards taken by Prince Eugene, 17 pair of 
> kettle-drums, the military cheſt, the chancery, 
h the diſpenſary, 3600 tents, and 25 copper pon- 
toons. The loſs of the Allies amounted to near 
y 2,000 men killed or wounded.. 
e The conſequence of this victory, after that at 
Ce Schellenberg, being the reduction of all Bavaria, 
Vo and the places which the Elector had taken from: 
ty the Empire, occaſioned congratulatory letters to 
he his Grace, from molt of the potentates of Europe, 
e- in particular from the States-General and the Em- 
lat peror. That from the States compliments him thus. 
he LVour firſt exploits this campaign at Schellen- 
n- berg, gave us grounds to expect ſomething bet- 
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D. of Marl- « 
berough, 
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#.mperor to 
him as Pr. f 
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ter; but we durſt not extend our hopes to ſo 
great and compleat a victory, as this which you 
have obtained over the enemy, with the' arms 
of the Allics. 

This battle will ſet the greatneſs of your 
merit in its true luſtre > a battle] the glory 
of which the greateſt captains of former ages 
may envy you; and the memory of which can 
never perith in ſucceeding ages. We moſt hum- 
bly congratulate your excellency upon it; re- 


joicing in the glory you have acquired by it, 


as well as for the advantage that muſt enſue 
upon it to the common cauſe. 

«© This action will inſtruct France, that her 
forces are not always invincible, and will prove 
ſuch a blow, as her King never felt in the- 


"whole courſe of his reign,” 


The Emperor's letter was written with his own 


hand; and directed to the Duke as Prince of Min- 
delheim; which title his grace accepted with the 
Queen's leave, after having refuſed the patent till 
he knew her pleaſure, His Imperial Majeſty in- 
forms him, That he has freely, and of his own. 
accord, admitted him among the Princes of the 


Roman Empire ; not ſo muchin conhderation 
of the nobility of his extraction, as upon the 
account of his perfonal merit, and his great 
deſerts towards the Auguſt houſe of Auſtria, 
and the-holy Roman Empire. 

„ I have been willing, his Majeſty continues, 


that this publick monument of the ſupreme ho- 


neur in Germany, which I have ſo deſervedly 
conferrad upon you, ſhould remain, that it may 
be more and more made appear to the whole 
world, how much I, and all the Empire, owe 
to the moſt ſerene Queen of Great-Britain, for 
having ſent her powerful aſſiſtanoe as far as Ba- 
varia itſelf, under your conduct; and alſo to, 
your Highneſs, upon account that things have 
been ſa prudently, fo vigorouſly, and ſo ay 
66 1 
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« fully tranſacted.— Theſe actions are ſo great, 170 4 
« and particularly that of Hockſtedt, that we may (Ay 
« rejoice to ſee, not only the molt pernicious ef- | 
« forts of the enemy repulſed, and the affairs: of 
« Germany, which were ſomewhat tottering, and 
« thoſe of all Europe, ſecured and ſettled again; 
« but likewiſe,it may be reaſonably hoped, that the 
« fall and perfect liberty of the Chriſtian world 
« ſhould be reſcued from the power of France, 
« which was ſo imminently impending over it.“ 
His Imperial Majeſty alſo ordered a pillar to 
be erected at Hockſtedt, to perpetuate the memo- 
ry of this glorious battle, and his own gratitude, 
by an elegant Latin inſcription, which remained 
till the general peace, when the Elector of Ba- 
varia, being reſtored to his dominions, cauſed it 
to be demolithed. Ve malt not omit the tranſla- 
tion of this inſcription, compoſed by M. Stepney, 
his Grace's miniſter at the Diet of the Empire, as 
in does fo much honour to our great countryman. 


A Monument Sacred to Eternal Memory, 
Monument in 
On the 13th day of Augult, 1704, memory of the 
In, and near this place, battle of 
Were routed, after an incredible flaughter, Blenheim, 
The French and Bavarian armies, 
Under the command 
Of Emanuel, the Elector, 
And the Marſhals of France, Tallard and Marſin: 
The firſt of whom was taken 
Priſoner in the battle, 
With 40 other generals of the firſt rank, 
900 officers of leſſer note, 
And 12,000 common ſoldiers, 
Beſides 1.4000 put to the ſwordin the field of battle, 
And 4000 puſhed into the Danube. 
The victorious army was commanded, 
With an Immortal glory, 


John, Duke of Marlborough, an Engliſhman, 
2. Who, 
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3 
Under the happy influence of his Miſtreſs, Queen 
ANNE, 
AndtheStates-General of the United Netherlands; 
Led a valiant army from the Thames, and the 
[ Macſe, to the Danube, 
To ſuccour Germany, that was reduced to the laſt 
[ extremity : 
Which expedition he began to accompliſh with 
[ the greateſt courage, 
In conjunction with the forces under Lewis, Prince 
[ of Baden, 
By taking the ſtrong paſs and mount of Donawert, 
That ſeemed impregnable through its deep en- 
[ trenchments ;z 
And afterwards, having rejoined the forces com- 
. [ manded by 
Prince Eugene of Savoy, brought to perfection, 
With the ſame conſtancy of mind, and ſucceſs, 
In the decifive battle that was fought here between 
[Blenheim and Hockſtedt. 
The enemies army 
Had the advantage of numbers, and ground on their 
ide; 
Nor was there any other paſſage to victory, 
For the Confederates, than through rivers and 
moraſſes. 
From hence the generals of the Confederate ar- 
mies may know, 
That valour overcomes all obſtacles; 
Princes may learn, 
That conſpiracies with the enemies of their native 
[ country 
Go ſeldom unpuniſhed :. 
And Lewis XIV 
Mult at laſt confeſs, 
That no Prince whatſoever ought to be called 
Great 
And happy, 
Before his. death, «+, 
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Du k E of MARLBOROUGH. 


BOOK III. 


To the Battle of Ramillies, and the Reduction of 
Brabant and Flanders. 


HE Duke of Marlborough, having march- 
ed to Sefellingen, continued there ſome 1704 
days, ta concert with the Imperial gene- 

rals the further operations of the campaign, On 


His Grace 
forwards a 


the 23d of Auguſt, a trumpeter came to his leer fm 


camp, from the Elector of Bavaria, with a let- he Ele#or 

ed ter for his Grace, deſiring him to give convey- to the Elec- 
ance to one aclaled for the Electreſs; who hav- ?re/* 
ing ſet out to follow her huſband, and not been 

5 able to join him, was returned to Munich with 
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1704 Her children, under a guard of 14 ſquadrons. 
The Duke ſent immediately that letter to her E- 
lectoral Highneſs by a trumpeter, and on the 24th 
had a long conference with Prince Lewis (who 
had abandoned the ſiege of Ingoldſtadt, by the 
advice of the other princes, in the opinion that it 
mult ſoon ſurrender voluntarily) and Prince Eu- 
gene, wherein it was reſolved, that ſince the ene- 
my were retiring towards the Rhine, all the forces 
ſhould'likewife march that way, except 20 batta- 
lions and 40 ſquadrons, which ſhould be left un- 
der the command of General Thungen, to carry 
on the ſiege of Ulm. It was reſolved alſo, that 
Count Wratiſlau, miniſter of the Emperor, ſhould 
continue in the camp before that place, to manage 
the negotiations with the Electreſs of Bavaria, who 
made {ome propoſals to deliver up that place, and 
the whole Electorate, upon certain conditions. 

Marches to. Ibis reſolution being taken, the Confederate 
wards the troops began their march from the neighbour- 
Rhine, hood of Ulm by different routs, and part of the 
Engliſh paſſed the Neckar at Lauffen the 1ſt of Sep- 
tember, and the 3d encamped at Epingen. They 
then marched to join the reſt of the Confederate 
troops about. Philipſburg, where Prince Eugene 
arrived the 2d, to give the neceſſary directions for 
paſſing tha Rhine, the ſiege of Landau being re- 
ſolved upon. About this time the three Princes 
made a viſit to the Duke of Wirtemberg at Stut- 
gard, where they were received with all imagin- 
able reſpect and magniſicenee. 
General Thungen, who was left to carry on the 
Siege of Ulm, having formed it, and received his 
great artillery the 8th of September, the garriſon 
Ulm furren- beat a parley the 1oth, and the 11th ſurrendered 
cred. the place upon honourable terms; which the Im- 
perial general granted, that no time might be loſt 
from the further execution of the projects of the 
campaign, The Imperialiſts found in Ulm 122 
pieces of braſs cannon, 12 of iron, 25 mor- 
* tars 
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tars of braſs, 1 of iron, 1200 barrels of gun- 
powder, with a great quantity of other ammu- 
nition. General Thungen, having reduced that 
place, made a detachment of ſome part of his 
troops to reinforce the Imperialiſts and Franco- 
nians about Ingolſtadt, which was ſtill blocked 
up, and marched with the reſt to the camp before 
Landau. 

The Duke of Marlborough, Prince Lewis, and 
prince Eugene, having paſſed the Rhine, and en- 
camped about the Spierbach; the Marſhal Ville- 
roy aſſembled all his troops, and poſted himſelf on 
the river Queich, in a moſt advantageous camp 
between Landau and Germerſheim, where he 
ſeemed reſolved to make a ſtand: but, upon the 
motion of the Confederates, he retired towards 
Haguenau, and the Allies purſued him as far as the 
river Lutter; from whence Prince Lewis marched 


1704 


back to beliege Landau, and the Duke of Marl- Landau in- 
borough and Prince Eugene encamped at Croon- veſted, 


Weiſſenburg to cover the ſiege. The place was 
inveſted the 13th of September, and the Duke of 
Montfort, Major-General, who had put a rein- 
forcement i into it, was attacked in his return by the 
Imperial huſſars, and put to the rout. That Gene- 
ral made a noble reſiſtance, but was mortally woun- 
ded, ſo that he died two days aſter. All poſſible 
care was taken to bring the heavy artillery before 
Landau; but yet it was impoſſible to open the 
trenches till the 19th. The King of the Romans, 
who commanded the ſiege in chief, arrived in the 
camp the 22d, and the Duke of Marlborough 
waited upon him the next day. About this tune 
the Duke of Lorrain ſent one of his chamberlains 
to compliment the King, and another to the Duke 
of Marlborough; and defired, that his territo- 
nes, which lay open to the excurſions of the 

huffars, might be preſerved. 
The ſiege of Landau laſted much longer than 
was expected at ſirſt; and thoſe who had flat: ered 
themſelves, 
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themſelves, that the fortifications of that place 
were not compleated, were very much miſtaken, 
The damage they had reccived in the two laſt 
ſieges was not only repaired, but ſeveral new 
works were now made to that place, which was 
much ſtronger than before, and better provided. 
The French having obſerved, that the ſafety of 
the town conſiſted in the out- works, had not only 
enlarged the redoubt called the Lunette of Melac, 
(which was taken the 1oth of October, after a 
ſtout reſiſtance) but they had undermined all the 
Glacis, counterſcarps, and covert-ways, which 
rendered the approaches extraordinarily difficult, 
and took up a conſiderable time; the belicgers 
being obliged to advance to the counterſcarp by 
ſap, without daring to attempt it otherwiſe, 
Having diſcovered ſeveral mines, they ventured 
the 18th to beat. the enemy from the counter- 
ſcarp : but the attack beginning two hours ſooner 
than had been reſolved, they could not maintain 
their ground on the left, and only lodged them- 
{elves on the ſaliant angle on the right. They 
continued the ſap, and the 3 1ſt they lodged them- 
{clvcs on the palliſades, and raiſed batteries to 
make a breach. 

The length of that ſiege made the Duke of 
Marlborough very uneaſy at Croon-Weiſſenberg, 
his Grace being afraid that he ſhould not have time 
to execute his deſigns on the Moſelle, which were 
no leſs important than the taking of Landau. 
This unealineſs increaſed upon advice, that the 
French intended to ſend a reinforcement towards 
Triers, from the Netherlands and Haguenau. He 
then reſolved to purſue the enemy, and to march 
thither in perſon with part of his forces; leaving 
the reſt, under the command of Prince Eugene, at 
Croon-Weiſſenberg. This reſolution being taken, 
his Grace ſent ſome battalions, and a detachment 
of horſe, to poſſeſs Homburg, with orders to for- 
tify that poſt. That detachment was followed 
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by another, with the artillery, commanded by 
Colonel Blood; and on the 22d, the reſt of the 
forces deligned for that expedition marched to 
Hoinburg, where the Duke joined them the 24th. 
His Grace marched with great expedition thro' a 
mountainous country, almoſt deſert, in order to 
prevent the junction of the troops from the two 
camps of the enemy, He arnved the 28th, at 
night, at Hermerſkel, within 6 leagues of Triers, 
where 3 deputies of that city came to him, and 
acquainted him, that the French having ſtill 300 
men in the fort, they were apprehenſive of ſome 
ill uſage, if his Grace did not prevent it. This 
advice obliged him to march the 29th, before 
break of day, with all the cavalry, and 4 bat- 
talions; and about 11 o'clock, his van-guard ap- 
pearing in fight of Triers, the French quitted the 
fort, having thrown their ammunition and ſome 
corn into the Moſelle. His dragoons purſued 
them to the banks of the river, and took part of 
their baggage, and 10 or 12 priſoners. They 
had no ſooner paſſed the river, than they burnt 
the flymg-bridge, and in all likelihood would 
have done more damage, had they had time to 
exccute it. 

The Duke, having thus poſſeſſed that impor- 
tant poſt, ſummoned a great number of pioneers 
to work on the fortifications, and went on the 
z iſt of October to view the ground about the 
Saar; cauſing a camp to be marked there for the 
horſe, to cover thoſe fortiſications, where the 
encamped the next day. The iſt of November, 
he made the repartition of the winter- quarters 
to the ſeveral generals under him, went to Traer- 
bach, took a narrow view of the place, gave the 
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neceſſary orders for the ſiege of it by the here- Orders the 
ditary Prince of Heſſe-Caſſel, and then returned /i*7* ef 
to the camp of Croon-Weiſſenberg. The French Troerbach, 


all this while made no motions, but perfected 
their lines about Haguenau. Their paties ap- 
K peared 
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peared frequently on the other ſide of the Rhine, 
but more to get horſes than any thing elſe. 

Frequent expreſſes arrived in the camp before 
Landau from Bavaria; for the Emperor having 
referred to the King of the Romans the manage- 
ment of the war, nothing could be done in the 
treaty without his advice. The States of Bava- 
na made ſeveral offers for an accommodation, 

but they were rejected, and the evacuation of 
Straubingen and Paſſau was inſiſted on as a preli- 
minary towards a treaty. "The Marquis of Prie, 
Embaſſador of Savoy, arrived at Croon-Weiſſen- 
berg,to confer with the Duke of Marlborough and 
Prince Eugene, He had afterwards audience of the 
King of the Romans; and in a conference with 
that Monarch, Prince Lewis of Baden, Prince 
Eugene, and the Duke of Marlborough, they con- 
certed the number of forces to be ſent into Italy, 
and their march, The envoy of the king of Po- 
land likewiſe arrived there, and it was agrecd that 
the Duke of Marlborough ſhould take a journey 
to the court of Berlin. Mean time, the length of 
the ſiege of Landau gave birth to a world of ſpe- 
culations, and revived ſevcral diſcourſes, to the 
prejudice of Prince Lewis of Baden. But, be- 
ſides that Landau was fortified, and its garriſon 
numerous, the beſiegers were ſhort in their artil- 
lery, ammunition, and other neceſſaries. 

The Duke of Marlborough, having taken leave 
of the King of the Romans, and the two Princes, 
ſet out for Berlin by the way of Caſſel, where he 
was welcomed with the diſcharge of the cannon 
of the place, and received with all imaginable 
honours. He continued his journey from thence, 
and arrived at the capital of Brandenburg the 22d 
of November in the evening. His Grace, upon 
tys coming there, was met out of the town by the 
King's great chamberlain, the Field-Marſhal, the 
Lord Ray, envoy extraordinary from the Queen 
of Great Britain, and ſeveral other perſons of 

qua- 
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quality, who conducted him to the houſe for 1704 
entertainment of embaſſadors, where, with his 
retinue, he was lodged, and entertained during The Duke of 
his {tay there. He had audience that evening Marlbo- 
of the King and Queen, and was received with 79g recep- 
great kindneſs and eſteem. The 24th the Prince ihn afHRerl 
royal entertained him at dinner, where were the 

King and Queen, with the foreign miniſters, and 

ſeveral perſons of quality; and at night his 

royal highneſs gave a ſupper, and afterwards a 

ſplendid ball, for his Grace's entertainment. The 

25th, the King had for his diverſion a combat 

of wild beaits in his amphitheatre z and at a 

ſupper which the Lord Raby gave his Grace, his 

Majeſty, with the Margrave his brother, came 

and ſupped with him. The miniſters of this 

court, the foreign miniſters, and other perſons 

of quality, all ſtrove in a particular manner to 

expreſs their ſenſe of his perſonal merit, and of 

the ſignal advantages the Empire had received by 

his courage and conduct. The 26th, accompa- 

nied by the Prince Royal of Pruſſia, the Duke 

left Berlin, and proceeded for Hanover; being 
extremely well ſatisfied with his reception, and 

the ſucceſs of his negotiation. The King gave him, 

at his departure, a hat, with a diamond bution 

and loop, and a diamond hatband, valued at be- 

tween 20 and 30,000 crowns; two line ſaddle- 

horſes, with very rich furniture, and many other 

preſents. His Majeſty alſo gave noble preſents to 

his ſecretary, and the other principal perſons of 

his Grace's retinue, 

The Duke, in this viſit, prevailed with the $ucce/ of his 
King to continue, and even to augment his forces neg:tiations 
in Italy, when he was on the point of recalling there. 
them from the Duke of Savoy's ſervice ; which 
kept the Savoyard ſteady to the alliance. And his 
Grace alſo laid down ſuch ſchemes to the court 
of Berlin, as deferred their pretenſions to the late 
King William's eſtate to a better opportunity, and 
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prevented ſome miſunderſtandings betwixt the 
Pruſſians and the Dutch about that affair: which 
wiſe conduct of his, in theſe particulars, cauſed 
the whole Confederacy to acknowledge, © That 
* he had done the greateſt ſervices that could 
« be, to the common cauſe, at that juncture.“ 

The treaty with the Electreſs of Bavaria was 
at laſt concluded, and figned by the King of the 
Romans in the camp before Landau. The chief 
articles of it were, That Ingoldſtadt, Landſhut, 
© Branau, and all the other fortreſſes in Bava- 
« ria, were to be put into the hands of the Em- 
* peror : that the Bavarian troops ſhould be im- 
„ mediately diſbanded, except ſuch who would 
voluntarily enter into the Emperor's ſervice: 
« that the Electreſs ſhould be allowed to keep 
«« 400 men for her guard in Munich; but that 
© the fortifications of that place ſhould be de- 
C moliſhed : that a certain ſum ſhould be allowed 
© to that Princeſs, out of the yearly income of 
the Electorate, for the ſupport of her court and 
« family; with ſeveral other particulars relating 
“to the contributions there.” All the Confede- 
rates were glad to hear that affair was adjuſted, 
except ſome of the miniſters at Vienna, who had 
intereſt enough to make the Emperor heſitate ſe- 
veral days about the ratification of that treaty, 

The Imperial troops being marched to take 
poſſeſhon of Ingoldſtadt, the Bavarian garriſon re- 
fuſed to evacuate that place, and declared, that 
they would not do it till they were paid off their 
arrears. Their generals uſed all poſſible endea- 
yours to perſuade them to ſubmit, but to no pur- 
pole, How this affair was at laſt adjuſted by 
Prince Eugene, I have related in the life of that 
Hero, 

M. de Laubaunie, governor of Landau,continu- 
ed to make a gallant defence. The Imperialiſts 
carried on their approaches by the ſap, and their 


batteries being finiſhed, they played upon -3 
half- 
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half-moon, and other works, with à great deal 
of fury. They allo prepared galleries to paſs the 
ditch, and ſtorm the counter-guards, The halt- 
moon was ftormed the 15th of November, and 
the beſiegers lodged themſelves on it with very 


| little loſs. The enemy were afterwards oblig- 


ed to quit the counter-guards, and all things be- 
ing ready for a general-{torm, the governor beat 
a parley the 23d. Hoſtages were then exchanged, 
and the King of the Romans was willing to grant 
them honourable conditions, The garriſon march- 
ed out the-26th, in the preſence of the King, 
the Elector-Palatine, Prince Lewis, Prince 
Fugene, and ſeveral other Princes and generals. 
They were about 3400 ; and, as they were at 
the beginning of the ſiege 7000 ſtrong, they had 
loſt very near as many men as the beſiegers. The 
King of the Romans went into the place, which 
was but a heap of ruins, and gave the command 
of it to the Count de Friſe, who the year before 
defended it againſt the French. M. de Laubanie, 
the governor, having been blinded by a bomb, 
could not march out with his garriſon thro? the 
breach, but was forced to {it in a calaſh, 

The Engliſh forces, having continued at Croon- 
Weiſſenberg as long as there was any likelihood 
that the French would attempt to rehieve Landau, 
decamped the middle of November, The foot 
embarked on the Rhine for Holland, and the 


horſe marched by much the ſame rout they kept 


when they came into Germany, I mult juſt take 
notice, that while the Imperial army was before 
Landau, and the French near Haguenau, the go- 
vernor of Friburg attempted to ſurpriſe Old Briſac, 
in the ſame manner as Prince Eugene had at- 
tempted to ſurpriſe Cremona, The ſame Prince 
projected this enterpriſe, and I have given ſome 
account of it in his life, 

Traebach being inveſted the beginning of No- 
. the batteries began to play the 18th with 


v 
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ſo much ſucceſs, that on the 21ſt, the beſiegers 
attempted to ſtorm and ſcalade the caſtle ; but 
the rock proved ſo ſteep on that ſide, and the rain 
was fo violent, that they were obliged to retire, 
They made another attempt the 23d, in the 
night, when part of the troops commanded for 
that ſervice miſſed their way; and ſo the Allies 
were obliged to abandon that attack, and remove 
their batteries on the other ſide, where the aſcent 
of the rock was more eaſy, It was at firſt thought 
that the French would interrupt that ſiege; but 
they having ſent their troops into winter-quarters, 
made no motions for that purpoſe, M. d' Aver- 
querque, who had this year commanded in the 
Netherlands, and now lay encamped to cover 
the ſiege, was ordered to ſeparate the forces of 
the States, and return to the Hague, where the 
Duke of Marlborough arrived the 143th of De- 
cember. His Grace came to Hanover the 1ſt,was 
reccived with all imaginable honours, and con- 
tinued there 4 days, when, having finiſhed his nego- 
tiations, he ſet out for Amſterdam, having been in- 
vited thitherin great ceremony, His reception was 
equal to the ſolemnity of his invitation. Burgo- 
maſter Whitſen,and the penſionary, complimented 
him in the name of the whale magiſtracy, congratu- 
lating his ſafe return from his glorious campaign, 

and his victories at Schellenberg and Hockſtedt. 
The Duke, after his arrival at the Hague, was 
daily in conference with the deputies of the 
States, and the foreign miniſters, about the pre- 
{ent conjuncture of affairs. He received the thanks 
of the States-General, and an aſſembly was con- 
vencd on purpoſe to honofir him with their pub- 
lick acknowledgments, which were delivered in 
form by the Preſident of the weck. He con- 
tinued there till towards the end of the month, 
and then ſet {ail for England, being accompanied 
to Rotterdam by the Prince Royal of Pruſha, and 
cpnducting with him Marſhal Tallard, and the 
Ich 
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reſt of the French General officers, who fell to the 
ſhare of the Engliſh, At his arrival in England, 
he met with ſtill greater honours: For the Queen 
and her, royal Conſort received him with the 
higheſt eſteem, and he had the thanks of both 
houſes of Parliament. The Lord keeper, Sir 
Nathan Wright, made an harangue to him in the 
houſe of Lords, in which the great actions of 
the year are thus diſplayed. 

« The happy ſucceſs that has attended her 
Majeſty's arms, under your Grace's conduct in 
Germany, the laſt campaign, is ſo truly glori- 
ous in all its circumſtances, that few inſtances 
in the hiſtories of former ages can equal, much 
e leſs exceed the luſtre of it. Your Grace has 
“ not overthrown young unſkilful Generals, raw 
and undiſciplined troops, but your Grace has 
conquered the French and Bavarian armies 
© armies that were fully inſtructed in all the arts 
« of war; ſelect veteran troops, fluſhed with 
former victories, and commanded by generals 
of great experience and bravery, 

„The glonous victories your Grace has ob- 
tained at Schellenberg and Hockſtedt are very 
great, very illuſtrious in themſelves ; but 
they are greater ſtill in their conſequences to 
* her Majeſty and her Allies. The Emperor is 
thereby relieved ; the Empire itſelf freed from 
a dangerous enemy in the very bowels of 
it; the exorbitant power of France is check'd 
and I hope a happy ſtep made towards reducing 
that Monarch within his due bounds, and ſe- 
curing the liberties of Europe, 

«* The honour of theſe glorious victories, 
great as they are (under the immediate bleſſings 
of Almighty God) is chiefly, if not alone, 
owing to your Grace's conduct and valour. 
This is the unanimous voice, of England, and 


all her Majelty's Allies.“ 
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The houſe of Commons thanked his Grace as 


Lad 


utual by a deputation, and addreſſed the Queen 
to perpetuate his memory : whercupon her Ma- 
jeſty declared her inclination to grant the intereſt 
of the crown in the honour and manor of Wood- 
ſtock, free of all incumbrances ; and a bill was 
paſſed by both houſes for that purpoſe. 

I conclude the tranſactions of this year with 
obſerving, that the ſtrong fortreſs of Traerbach 
was at laſt obliged to ſurrender to the Frince of 
Heſſe-Caſſel, notwithſtanding the bad weather, 
which had much retarded the ſiege. After a long 
and obſtinate defence, the governor of the caſ- 
tle perceiving that the Prince was drawing a line 
on the bank of the ditch, to erect a battery 
there, in order to make a breach in the wall, 
beat a parley on the 18th of December, about 
four in the afternoon, and hoſtages&were exchan- 
ged to agree upon the points demanded, The 
garriſon marched out on the 20th, in the morning, 
being in all but 250 men; whereas they were 600 
before the ſiege. This acquiſition coſt the Dutch 
1000 men killed and wounded, They found in 
the place 26 cannon and 3 mortars, with a good 
quantity of ammunition and proviſions, and 24 
hogſheads of wine. 

Notwithſtanding theſe wonderful ſucceſſes on 
the Danube and the Rhine, the affairs of the 
houſe of Auſtria were far from being in the beſt 
ſituation. What paſſed in Italy and Hungary is 
briefly related in the hiſtory of Prince Eugene, I 
muſt add, that the preſence of king Charles III 
on the frontiers of Spain, had not the influence 
that was generally expected. The Portugueſe, 
having in a long peace unlearned the art of war, 
were ſhort in their preparations ; but yet, towards 
the latter end of the campaign, marched into 
Spain, and forced the Spaniards to entrench them- 
ſelves behind a river, where it was impracticable 
to attack them, 

The 
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The Confederate fleet in the Streights got, in- 
deed, two conſiderable advantages. They took \qAIy 
Gibraltar, a place fo ſtrong by its ſituation, that 1 8 
the enemy did not fancy they could ſo much as Go 6 * 
have a deſign to attack it; and then they worſted OY 

the French fleet, which came out of Toulon clean, 
and extraordinary well manned, under the com- 
mand of the count of Thoulouſe; who, beſides that 
advantage, being ſuperior in great ſhips, and hay- 
ing 24 gallies with him, was confident of an en- 
tire victory. That young admiral found him- 
ſelf miſtaken, and, tho' he palliated his diſgrace in 
his letters to the French king, had not the aſſu- 
| rance to ſay that he had got a victory, but uſed 
| the more modeſt word advantage. 
| | The main ſeat of the war having been transfer- 
red into Germany from the Netherlands, nothing 
material was tranſacted on that fide, and the many 
endeavours of M, d' Auverquerque to engage the 
enemy were to no purpoſe. They kept cloſe be- 
) hind their lines; and the bombardment of Burges 
1 and Namur, with the taking of the fort of Iſa- 
1 bella, were not ſufficient to provoke the Spaniſh 
| 
1 


In the Ne- 
therlands. 


gravity of the Marquis de Bedmar to fight: And 
when the Elector of Bavaria was arrived at Bruſ- 
| fels, and declared his reſolution to attack the army 
n of the States, Marſhal Villeroy oppoſed it, and 
e ſhewed him a poſitive order of his maſter, where- 
ſt by he was forbid to venture upon an engagement. 
B The total overthrow of the French forces in 
I Germany, the retaking of Landau, and the ſe- 
1 curing of Triers, and other poſts on the Moſelle 
< and the Saar, (as related in the preceding pages) 
I made the French very uneaſy, and deſirous of 
r, peace. They began to repent the violation of the The French 
18 famous treaty of partition, which might have /ire peace, 
to ſaved millions of men; and, in order to feel the 
n- pulſe of the Allies, they propoſed a ſecond par- 
le tition of the Spaniſh monarchy. This new pro- 
ject 
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1704 ject was firſt printed in the Netherlands, in a kind 
of journal, and afterwards reprinted in other 
places by itſelf. The whole ſubſtance thereof run 
upon this: That Philip ſhould continue King 
of Spain and the Indies, and King Charles be put 
in poſſeſſion of Naples, Sicily and Milan; and that 
the Spaniſh Netherlands be yielded by the reſpective 
parties for ever to the Elector of Bavaria.“ This 
expedient, they gave out, would cure all the jea- 
louſies and oppreſſions Europe groaned under, and 
ſecure a laſting peace. But the Engliſh and Dutch 
were not yet in a temper to lay down their arms, 
and declared they would never do it whilſt the 
houſe of Bourbon was in poſſeſſion of the throne 
of Spain, and conſequently whilſt it was in the 
power of the French to exclude them from the be- 
neficial-trades of the Weſt- Indies and Turky. 
Theſe propoſitions not being attended to, the 
Duke of Marlborough, having received all the ho- 
nours due to his extraordinary merit, been public- 
ly treated in the city of London, ſeen the tro- 
phies of his victories hung up in Weſtminſter- 
hall, and, what was more than all, had the me- 
mory of his exploits perpetuated by a royal grant 
and an act of Parliament; his Grace prepared a- 


1705 
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Preparations gain to take the field, The forces of the States, - 


for another under M. d' Auverquerque, began to canton the 

Campaign. Jatter end of Margh, and every thing was ready 
to enter upon acting, immediately after the ar- 
rival of the Duke of Marlborough. The forces 
of England and Holland, which were to take the 
field, conſiſted of 120 Battalions, and 163 Squa- 
drons, beſides ſome Palatines, and 4000 Wirtem- 
bergers in the pay of their High Mightineſſes, who 
were to ſerve on the upper Rhine, under Prince 
Lewis of Baden. 

D. of Mar-. The Duke of Marlborough arrived at the Hague 

borough the 2d of April, and was every day all that month 

takes the in conference with the deputies of the States, and 

— the foreign miniſters. His Grace having ä 

wi 
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with their High Mightineſſes the operations of 
the campaign, and ſent Brigadier Cadogan to con- 
fer with Prince Lewis of Baden on the ſame ſub- 
ject, ſet out for Maeſtricht, where M. d' Auver- 
querque was arrived two or three days before, 
and had begun to affemble the army which was 
to act under his command. The projects of this 
campaign, like thoſe of the laſt, were impenetra- 
ble to the French. They were every where on 
their guard, and ſcemed equally concerned for the 
lines in Brab1at and on the Moſelle. Marſhal Ville- 
roy commanded this year in the Netherlands; but 
the Elector of Bavaria ordered his equipage to be 
got ready, that he might put himſelf at the head 
of the army, in caſe the Duke of Marlborough 
made any attempt againtt the Spanith provinces. 


It gave no ſmall alarm to the Allies, when Death of the 
news came that the Emperor Leopold died at E eror 
Vienna the 5th of May. That Prince was born £e2po1d, 


the gth of June, 1640, was crowned King of 
Hangary June the 27th, 1655, and of Bohemia 
the 14th of September, 1656; and the 18th of 
July, 1658, he was elected Emperor. He was 
{acceeded by Joſeph King of the Romans, born 
July the 26th, 1678, crowned King of Hungary, 
December the gth, 1687, and elected King of 
the Romans, January the 24th, 1690. The de- 
claration and vigorous proceedings of this new 
Emperor ſoon made the Confederates eaſy, who 
found that the alliance had loſt nothing by this 
change in the head of the Empire. 

One part of Brigadier Cadogan's commiſſion 
was to agree upon an interview between the Duke 
of Marlborough and Prince Lewis of Baden: but 
his Highneſs being unable, by reaſon of his in- 
diſpoſition, to come ſo far as Creutznatch, accord- 
ing to appointment, his Grace went to confer 
with him at Raſtadt, where the operations of the 
next campulgn were fully concerted, It was re- 
ſolved to leave a ſufficient number of troops for 

the 


' 


i 
j 
- 
; 
. 
1 
Y 
| 
* 
1} 
7: 
A 
1 
4 A 
4 1 
: 
$ 


= — _ — 
— ä Oo > a 


108 The HISTORY of Book III. 


1705 the ſecurity of the lines of Lauterberg and Stol- 
hoffen, under the command of General Thun- 
gen; and that Prince Lewis ſhould march with a 
great detachment towards the Saar, to act in con- 
The forces cert with the Duke. His Grace arrived at Triers 
Join, aud the the 27th of May, and having aſſembled all the 
—_ 4 Ns troops in the neighbourhood of that place, the 
4 l, Engliſh forces patied the Moſelle at Igel the 3d 
which be re. Of June. The Dutch, Heſſians, Danes, and 
fujes, Lunenburghers paſſed the Saar at the ſame time, 
and fo all the forces joined. 

His Grace advanced by the defile of Tavern, 
and, after a very long march, the right came 
within a mile of Syrk. The next day he made 
a motion, and took the camp of Elft, the right 
at Perle on the Moſelle, and the left at Hollen- 
dorf. The deſign of his Grace was, if poſlible, 
to bring Marſhal Villars to an engagement. But 
that General quitted his camp of Syrk, in great 
precipitation, tho' with a much ſuperior army, 
upon the approach of the Allies, and retired to- 


wards Coningſmacheren, taking a camp wherein 


it was impoſſible to attack him with ſuccels, 
Hence it was concluded, that he had poſitive o 
ders not to fight, which he might have done wig 
great advantage, in the difficult country the Alles 
were neceſſitated to paſs, But the Duke of Marl- 
borough was obliged to offer battle in this man- 
ner, if ever he expected the French to accept it; 
which finding they would not at this time, the 
ſiege of Saar Louis was reſolved on, to be com- 
manded by the Prince of Baden, and covered by 
the Duke of Marlborough. 
His deſign on The taking of that place was of ſo great im- 
Saar Louis portance, that the ſucceſs of the whole campaign 
Jrufir _ H in a great meaſure depended on it. Yet neither 
wardueſt of the Prince of Baden, nor the appointed detach- 
the Germans, ment, came to carry on the enterprize. 
Mean time forage was ſo ſcarce, that the Eng- 


liſh and Dutch army could not long ſubſiſt woes 
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the Moſelle and the Saar. The Duke ſent fre- 1705 
quent exprefles to quicken the march of the im- 
perialiſts, and exhort the Princes, who had pro- 
miſed to furniſh artillery, horſes, and waggons, 
to ſend them with all expedition, His exhor- * 
tations, and thoſe of the States, were to no pur- 
poſe t for tho' ſome Imperial troops were detach- 
ed from Lauterberg for the Moſelle, they would 
march only their own way, that is, ſo ſlowly, 
that inſtead of being on the Saar the gth or 1oth 
of June, they were not arrived the 2oth, and v 
there were neither horſes nor artillery provided. 
Prince Lewis of Baden, who had promiſed to 
accompany them in perſon, came indeed as far 
as Creutznach, and then falling ſick, took an op- 
portunity to go to the bath of Sualbach, leaving 
thoſe forces under the command of the Count de 
Friſe, The Duke of Wirtemberg made a little 
more haſte with his 4000 men in the pay of the 
States, and the Pruſſians arrived a day before the 
grand army was neceſſitated to decamp. 

The French, during this interval, had taken 
Huy and inveſted Liege: whereupon the deputies 
of the States repreſented to the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, that it was impoſſible to ſubſiſt any longer 
in his camp; that the Germans having, by their 
delays, rendered the ſiege of Saar Louis impoſ- 
ſible, and defeated all the projects on the Moſellc, it 
was to no purpoſe to continue any longer in theſe 
parts, when their forces might be better employed 
in the Netherlands, for ſtopping the progreſs of 
their enemies. The Duke was as ſenſible of that 117 Grace 's 
melancholy truth, as the deputies of the States = OG 
were; but being willing to tarry to the laſt extre- oe 
mity, he did not decamp till he ſaw all his hopes : 
vaniſhed away. He leit Elfe, his head quarters, 
the 17th, to return towards Triers; which he did 
without being diſturbed by the French, who ſaw 
the Confederate army retire with the ſame tran» 

L auility 
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1706 quility they had expreſſed when it advanced that 

. 5 
Ide army The Duke of Marlborough, being arrived at 
ſeparate, Triers, held a great council of war, wherein it 
was reſolved, that the forces under his command 
ſhould march back to the Maeſe, except 7000 
Palatines in the pay of England and Holland, 
who were left for the ſecurity of Triers, and other 
poſts on that ſide, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-General Aubach, They were to be joined 
by part of the troops of Weſtphalia ; and the 
12,000 Pruſſians and 4000 Wirtembergers were 
ordered to Lauterberg, to reinforce Prince Lewis 
of Baden, According to this reſolution, his 
Grace marched for the Netherlands by the ſhort- 
: eſt way, and the Germans for the Upper Rhine, 
2 _ Marſhal Villars, hearing what was done, made 
4 er 7a detachment to reinforce the Elector of Bavaria, 
and another for the army of Marſhal Marſin in 
Alſatia, and advanced with the reſt of his grand 
army towards the Saar. On the firſt notice of it, 
the brave Palatine General ſent orders to the go- 
vernor of Saarbruck, to quit that caſtle, and blow 
up the fortifications, as * oon as the enemy ſhould 
appear ; which was cxactly performed. This was 
but the preliminary of another exploit projected 
by M. d' Aubach ; for as ſoon as this was done, 
and before any enemy appeared i in fight, he de- 
ſtroycd all the magazines the Allies had made 
in Triers, blew up the fortifications, burnt the 
boats deſi gued to make bridyeg, and quitted that 
important poſt, which had c o lo much money 

to England and Holland. 

Surceſe: of Ihe French, ſecing the Allies had abandoned 
the $'reuch en Triers, which they did not hope fo eaſily to re- 
ihe Nine. gain, took poſſeſſion of it in this diſmantled con- 
dition, and Marſhal Villars marched to join M, de 
Marſin; in conjunction with whom, he beat the 
Imperialiſts from the lines of Croon-Weillenburg, 


General Thungen, at che ſame time, had pd 
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ado to maintain himſelf in the lines of Lauter- 1505 
berg. The fame fatal influence, which difappointed Y 
the deſigns of the Allies on the Saar, ſtill kept the 

German troops diſperſed, as if on purpoſe to give 

an opportunity to the French to beat General 

Thungen over the Rhine, and retack Landau. ie Duke 
This miſmanagement of affairs on that fide, occa- writes to the 
ſioned a repreſentation from the Duke of Marl- Lee con- 
borough to the new Emperor, which he ſeat by . % 


] £25 ihe 
Colonel Durel, to give him a true account of the my 8 


poſture of things, in order to prevent the like 
misfortunes for the future, 

The Duke, as he marched from Triers, was 
informed by an expreſs from M. d' Auverquer- 
que, that the French had not yet begun the s Srace 
liege of the citadel of Liege. His Grace there- r-i/es the 
upon detached all the grenadiers of the army, and /iege of Liege. 
1900 men out of each battahon, under the com- 
mand of the Farl of Orkney, with orders to march 
wich all poſſible ſpeed to Duren, where he would 
joia them with the cavalty, in order to advance 
and relieve that citadel, or fight the enemy. This 
expedition had a very good effect: for the 
French, being informed of it, ſent back their 
arullery to Namur, and on the 27th of june, in 
the morning, their troops quitted the city of Liege, 
of which they had taken polſeſſion ſome days be- 
fore. Their army marched to Tongeren, and 
from thence into their lines, upon the approach of 
the Duke of Marlborough, and M. d' Auver- 
querque, who advanced to attack them the 2d 
of ſuly. 

The generals then thought fit to retake Huy, 
which was beſieged the tu; and the ſame day 
fort Picard and the Red Fort were taken by Aud retakes 
ſtorm : whereupoa the garriſon of the old caſtle, Hy. 
conſiſting of 600 men, commanded by Brigadier 
de St, Pierre, ſurrendered priſoners of war, and 
had the fame uſage allowed them, which- the 
French granted juſt a month before to M. Cron- 

I 3 {troom ; 
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ſtroom, the Dutch governor. That officer had 


ww defended the place with a great deal of bravery 


for 11 days, and the French would have perhaps 
done the like, if the breaches had been ſuffi - 
ciently repaired, 

The Duke of Marlborough, after having re- 
taken Huy, continued for ſome days at his camp 
about Hannuye, and ſent General Hompeſch to 
make certain propoſals to the States, in relation 
to the attack of the French lines, which were 


Reflves t drawn ſo as to cover the whole Spaniſh Nether- 


alt ich the 


lands. Their High-Mightinefles, having an entire 


French ties. confidence in the conduct of his Grace, left it whol- 


y to him, to do whatever he ſhould think fit for 
the good of the common cauſe. General Hom- 
peich being thereupon returned, the Duke held a 
council of war, wherein the General officers of 
his army, and-thofe of that commanded by M. d' 
Auverquerque, (which was this year commanded 
ſeparately, to prevent any diſputes between officers 
of the ſame degree) were preſent. The forcing 
of the lines was the ſubject- matter of debate; but 
nothing being reſolved upon the firſt time, a ſe- 
cond council was called. Some generals in the 
ſervice of the States oppoſed the propoſal, and 
gave ſeveral ſtrong arguments againſt it; but M. 
d' Auverquerque, the Prince of Heſſe -Caſſel, Count 
Noyelles, and other chief commanders, declared 
it as their opinion, that the attacking of the ſaid 
lines was neither dangerous, nor the ſucceſs of 
it improbable, if the judicious meaſures propoſed 
by the Duke of Marlborough were put in exe» 
cution ; and a reſolution was taken accordingly. 

The enemy being poſted along their lines with 

100 battalions, and 146 ſquadroùs, which made 


Divides the the two armies pretty equal, (the Allies being 
enemies army 95 battalions, and 159 ſquadrons) it was reſolved 
by a ſeint. 


to make a feint to divide their forces. According» 
ly, M. d' Auverquerque decamped from Vigna» 
0 . mom 
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mont the 17th of July, at 3 o'cloek-in the motn® 1505 
ing, and marched towards Burdine on the other, 
6 fide of the Mehaigne ; and the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough made a motion at the ſame time, as if he 
intended to ſupport M. d' Auverquerque in the at- 
tack of the lines about Meffelen, where they were 


a Hilleſheim. The deſign was ſo ſecret, and ſo ſud- 
f den in the execution, that the enemy knew no- 
y thing of it; and this being the ſtrongeſt part of 
d 
8 


| not ſo ſtrong as in other parts. This feint ſucceed- 

) ed even beyond expectation; for the French march- 

] ed that way: but the ſame night, after the ſignul 

was given to the ſoldiers to repair to their tents, | 

. the army under his Grace was ordered to march; = 

- as did alſo that under M. d' Auverquerque, which bk 

: repaſſed the Mehaigne. They, both advanced, = 

r with all pollible expedition, to ſupport the de- Paſſes their = 

- tachment which was ordered for the attack about * A 
5 


their lines, was leſs ſuſpected than any other. 
As the enemy had drawn off moſt of their 


N 
N 
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A 
Z 
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g troops, to reinforce the poſts on the other fide * 
It the Mehaigne, the Coafederate army paſſed with- = 
. out any oppoſition: but ſoon after 24 ſquadrons | 2 
e of Bavarian horſe, and 20 battalions, advanced | 
d to repulſe the foremoſt troops. This occaſioned 2 7 
. ſharp diſpute; in which the horſe and dragoons f h 
it of the right wing defeated the enemy,. who fled 2 | 
d with great precipitation, leaving their ſtandards, 4 
d colours, and cannon, behind them, All the . 
of troops behaved themſelves to admiration ; and, , 
d amongſt the horle, the regiment of Brigadier [ 
co Cadogan diſtinguihed themſelves, having had 1 
7 the honour to charge ſirſt. They defeated 4 ſqua- 
h drons of Bavagian guards, drove them throuply 
le 2 battalions Meir own foot, and took 4 ſtan- 
8 dards. The Lieutenant Auſtin, and ſeveral 
d men and horſes, The Allies took the Marquis 
g- d' Allegre and the Count de Horn, Licutenant-' 
a- generals, 3 Bavarian colonels, and 74 other of- 
nt kcers,, with 18 pieces of cannon. 
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The army marched the fame day, before 
noon, to Tirlemont, the French decamping in 
their ſight, and paſſing the Geete, breaking down 
their bridges with ſo much precipitation, that they 
left behind them 1 4 or 1500 men, who were taken 
priſoners ; as was alſo the battalion of Monluc in 
Tirlemont. The Allies could not follow the fly- 
mg enemy, ſo as to fall upon them, by reaſon of 
a defile, On the 19th his Grace came to Ulier- 
beck, and the French ſeemed refolved to defend 
Louvain. The regiments of La Marc and Alſace 
were almoſt all cut in pieces near Hilleſheim, where 
the attack was begun by Count de Noyelles. The 
ſoot under him were commanded by Lieutenant- 
Generals Ingoldſby and Scholten, and the horſe by 
ihe Lieutenant-Generals Lumley and Hompeſch. 
Count de Noyelles, (ſays the Duke in his let- 
*« ter to the States) who commanded the detach- 
ment of 38 ſquadrons and 20 battalions, which 
I cauſed to advance to ſurpriſe the poſts of 
« Neerbeſpen and Hilleſheim, ſucceeded perſect- 
« ly well, and diſtmguiſhed himſelf extremely; 
1 as did alſo the Prince of Heſſe, and all the o- 
ther generals that were in the action; and the 
* troops acquitted themſelves with a bravery 
« ſurpaſſing all that could be hoped.” 

This action occaſioned a great dwifhon among 
the generals of the enemy : for the Bavanans 
were accuſed by the French to have miſbehaved 
themſelves ; and the Elector, on the other hand, 
' complained loudly of the French. That Prince ex- 
preſſed himſelf thus to the Baron of Malknecht, 
his favoumta, in a letter from Park near Louvain, 
% Dear Baron, God forgive thoſg ho ſuffered 
« themſelves tobe ſurpriſed, whole army 
« ig here, and the evil is not eat „ 

«« paſt remedy. The country of Brabant may 
be ſaved, as well as Antwerp, if it pleaſe God. 
I am well, but W fatigued,” A quite 

contrary 
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contrary behaviour appeared among the generals 1705 
of the Allies, as may be ſeen in M. d'Auverquer- LW 
que's letter to their High Mightineſſes, in the 
poſtſcript of which he ſays : © I muſt do this juſ- 
« tice to the Duke of Marlborough, to give him 
« all the honour of this enterpriſe, which he 
* hath carried on, and ſupported with a great 
deal of conduct and valour.“ 
The States General, having received the ſeveral 
accounts of this action from the Duke, General 
Auverquerque, and their own deputies, returned 
a letter of thanks to his Grace; which ſhewed 
| their grateful ſenſe of his great ſervices. They 


. call his paſſing the lines A Happy ſucceſs, for 

1 which they had made many vows ! Our gene- The States 
* rals, ſay they, allow, that this victory, under ,,,,. 70 ,,. 
- God, is entirely due to your Excellency's care, Hude of 

- « prudence and valour; having ſurmounted and Marlborough 
5 « conquered thoſe difficulties, and obſtacles, 

f * which, for above two years, have appeared 

- unſurmountable and invincible. This gives new 

; « luſtre to your laurels, at the ſame time that it 

- « adds to their number,” 

Ce The Duke was in great danger of his life, Hg Grace in 
y having very much expoſed himſelf in the action. danger, 


As he was leading on ſeveral ſquadrons, a French 
or Bavarian officer quitted his poſt, and advanced, 
ſword in hand, to ſtrike at his Grace: but, 
as he was railing himſelf in his ſtirrup to reach 
— he flung himſelf off his horſe, and was 
Colonel Richards, who had the direction of 
making the bridges, and behaved himſelf exceed- 


ing well, wget by the Duke to give the Empe- 
ror an this glorious advantage, and 
arrived at with that welcome news the 


26th of July, juſt when they were celebrating at 
court the anniverſary of the birth-day of his 
Imperial Majeſty, who. then entered the 28th 
_ Yearof his age, The Monarch took that oppor- 


us 
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1705 tunity to declare publickly his great eſteem for his 


WY 
Graicjul teſ- 
timony of the 
Emperor Jo- 
ſeph to the 
Duke's merit. 


The paſſage 
of the 1, yle 
 atiempied, 
and Jruſtru- 
ted, 


Grace, and ſaid, © That his ſervice to the com- 
* mon cauſe in general, and in particular to his 
« family, were ſuch, that they ſhould never be 
forgotten by him, nor his poſterity,” 

The French army retired behind the Dyle, in 
an advantageous poſt, having that river in front, 
and the city of Louvain, where they lodged ſe- 
veral battalions; and it being thought not adviſ- 
able to venture to paſs that tiver in their fight, it 
was agreed to attempt it another way. Accor- 
dingly the Duke being inſormed, that ſeveral poſts 
on the Dyle, between Louvain and the village of 
Neder- Iſche, were ſlenderly guarded, his Grace re- 
ſolved, with the advice of the generals, to en- 
deavour to force them, in order to the paſhng of 
that river. In purſuance of this reſolution, a 
detachment of 18 batcalions commanded by Count 
Oxenſtiern, and 20 {quadrons under the Puke of 
Wirtemberg, were ordered to advance, the 29th 
of july, about 5 in the afternoon, with ſome artil- 
lery and the pontons. At 11 at night, the army 
decamped from the left, and followed this de- 
tachment, which arrived at the poſts deſigned 
about 3 the next morning; and the workmen 
immediately made bridges at Neder-Iſche on the 
left, and near Corbeck on the right. Iwo Dutch 
battahons, with 500 grenadiers, and as many fu- 
Ghers, paſſed over at the former place, with Ge- 
neral Hukehim at their head, and 500 grenadiers 
at the latter, who obliged the guards that at- 
tempted to oppoſe them to retire,” His Grace and 
M. d' Auverquerque, with their main armies, ad- 


vanced to ſupport the e but that on 


the right met with great difh „ having a 
very large body oſ foot to atta t appeared, 
that the enemy, having got notice of the Con- 
federates motion, began to march likewiſe at mid- 
night ;. and their van appeared at the ſame — 


— 


"F> * 
* 
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that the Duke's army came to the river, having 190g 
all the advantage of the ground, and batteries 
planted jult agaiaſt the bridges. Hereupon his 
Grace ſignified to M. d'Auverquerque, that, in his 
opinion, the enterpriſe ought not to be puſhed 
on; and the Dutch general being of the ſame 
ſentiment, it was thought fit to order their men 
to retire; which they did in very good order, 
bringing away their bridges, and having had only 
2 or 3 officers wounded, and about 50 private 
men killed and wounded. The cannon of the 
Allies, which fired in the mean time from 2 bat - 
teries without intermiſſion, did great execution 
among the enemies troops, The army after- 
wards marched, and encamped with the right at 
Meldert, and the left at Borſu, 

While this was doing in Brabant, General Spaar, 
who commanded the Dutch forces 1 in Flanders, he- 
ving been reinforced by {27<7al baitatons, atiacss 


General 


bim to Moerbrugge, where they made a ſtand with 
4 battalions, and ſeemed reſolved to defend that 
poſt. They quitted it, however, upon General 
Spaar's approach, who made daily ſome further 
motions towards Bruges, that he might not be in- 
tercepted by a body of troops which Meſſieurs de 
la Motte, Vibraye, and Gaſſe, had aſſembled in the 
country of Waes, in the neighbourhood of Ghent, 
conſiſting of 21 battalions, 2 regiments of horſe, 
and 1 of dragoons. But being informed, by a 
letter from Mr. Secretary Slingeland, that a trea- 
ty tor the general contributions of Flanders was 
concluded, not think fit to venture any fur · 
ther into the y's country, and retired from 
A — Here he continued for ſome 
to refreſh the troops under his command, 
who were very much fatigued, having marched 
dor werd days and nights together. He took 
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1709 care, in this excurſion, to raiſe contributions, and 
wy ſecure hoſtages, wherever he paſſed. He alſo 
fent ſeveral parties towards Roſſelaer and Menin, 
who did all the miſchief they could, and brought 
away ſeveral hoſtages. The chief deſign of this 
General was to give a diverſion to the enemy, 
that might prove advantageous to the grand army 
in Brabant. Thus diverſion was indeed very con- 
ſiderable, but there was reaſon to wiſh it had 
been better improved. I he Confederate army 
being made up of ſeveral nations, it was not ſur- 
priſing that jealouſy ſhould produce ſome ill ef- 
fects; and we ſhall ſce more of that nature in 
what follows. | 
It proving impoſlible to attack the French as 
the Duke of Marlborough had projected, his Grace 
ſent Lieutenant-General Hompeſch to propoſe a 
new deſign to the States General; which being 
eppreved, the army was provided with bread for 
ſeveral days. For the ſucceſs of that march, as 
it was a very delicate affair, we refer the reader 
to the Letters of his Grace, M. de Auverqueique, 
the Deputies of the States, and Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Saliſh, 
The Dukes; The Duke informs them, that the army marched 
Etter to the the preceding Saturday; encamped that day at 
States, up» Corbais and St. Martin, and the next day at Cenap. 
= opp:/ed Monday, ſays he, we came to Fichermont, and 
by the Feld « yeſterday, before break of day, we were in 
Deputies. @ motion, and, after having paſſed ſeveral de- 
« files, came into a large plain, finding the enemy 
0 encamped, as we expected, between Over-:ſhe 
4% and Nether-Iſhe, with the little-rivulet Ihe be- 
* fore them. About noon the army was drawn 
« up in battalia z ad having, * M. d Auver- 
** querque, viewed the four pots 1 deſigned to 
0% attack, I already fiattered myſelf (conſidering 
„ the goodneſs and ſuperiority of our troops) to 
© have a ſudden opportunity of congratulating 
your High Mightineſſcs upon a glorious vie- 


% tory; 


* 


e 


my 
ſhe 
be- 
wo 


ver- 
to 
ring 
) to 
ting 
vie- 


ry 3 


EPS. oo OO LS 
»"4 1- a. > 
- ESP 


Book" III. Jonn Duke of Marlborough, 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
6c 
40 
40 
cc 
«6 
10 
«c 
10 
«c 


«c 


tory; but when there was nothing remaining 
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but to attack, it was not thought fit to do it. 


I am confident, that the deputies of your High 
Mightineſſes will acquaint you with the reaſons 
alledged to them on either ſide, and that they 
will do that juſtice to M. d'Auverquerque, to 
acquaint you, that he was of the fame opinion 
with me, that the opportunity we had was too 
fair to be let ſlip: but, however, I have ſub- 
mitted, tho' with a great deal of regret. I 
ſhall ſpeak this day to the deputies and M. & 
Auverquerque, that they may give the neceſſary 
orders for the attack of Lewe, and to continue 
the demolithing of the lines.“ His Grace con- 


cludes with theſe remarkable words: * My heart 
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the project was laid aſide. 
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is ſo full, that I cannot forbear repreſenting, on 
this occaſion, to your High Mightineſſes, that 
I have much leſs authority here, than when J 
had the honour to command your troops laſt 
year in Germany.“ 


Field Marſhal d' Auverquerque, tho' the Duke graf from 
eclares he was of the ſame opinion with himſelf, M. “ Huver- 
did not think fit, it ſeems, openly to avow it, when 9-erque's let- 


he, a detachment of 20 battalions and 20 ſqua- 
drons, to attack the right wing of the enemy 
in flank, thro' the wood of Soignies, at the 
ſame time we ſhould begin to attack them in 
front: but that detachment, commanded by 
General Churchill, was obliged to rejoin the 
army in the evening, having found it impoſ- 
ſible to march that way, becauſe of the trees 
the enemy had cut down to make the roads 
unpaſſable. Our generals went twice, the day 
we came, to vie w all the poſts from one end 
of the line to the other, whereby they might 
be attacked, and found them of ſo difficult 
acceſs, that they unanimouſly reported to me, 
as their ſentiment, that the enterprize was nei- 


ther adviſcable nor practicable; whereupon it 
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470; © was reſolved to retire, which we did, in ſo 
good order, that the enemy did not think fit 


« to attack our rear,” 


From that of But the Field Deputies, at the ſame time that 
the Field De- they give their reaſons for diſapproving this en- 
Puties. terpriſe, own that their Chief General thought 

otherwiſe than themſelves. * All the enemies 
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— Sa» more particular as to the difficulty of this enter- 


* 


forces, they tell the States, were advantageouſly 
poſted ; and beſides, according to the report of 
three generals, who had been to view them, 
there was no ground fit for our horſe to march, 
We did not think fit to attempt the paſſage, 
without firſt hearing the opinion of the gene- 
rals, all of whom we found, except M. d'Auver- 
querque, unanimouſly agreed, that it was an 
affair of the laſt conſequence to attack the e- 
nemy in the ſaid poſt, and might be of great 


danger to the State and common cauſe. The 


reaſons they gave were, That the enemy could 
not be attacked without abundance of danger 
and diſadvantage on our fide; and that in caſe 
we ſhould receive any diſaſter, we ſhould find 
ourſelves in very troubleſome circumſtances, 
becauſe, being ſo far advanced into the ene- 
my's country, we had neither towns nor hoſ- 
pitals for our wounded, ſo that the enemies 
might in ſuch cafe very eaſily cut off our con- 


voys of proviſions. Beſides, the above - men- 


tioned generals were of opinion, that the af- 
fairs of the High Allies, and of our Republick, 
were not yet in ſuch a condition, as to under- 
take ſuch a deſperate enterprize, My Lord 
Marlborough, as well as M. d'Auverquerque, 
was indeed of opinion, that the thing was 
practicable; but we could not think of giving 
our conſent, in an affair of ſo great importance, 
againſt the mind of all the other generals of the 
*, , | * 

General Saliſh, in his letter to M. Fagel, is yet 


priſe. 
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0 priſe. The enemy, he writes, had poſted them- os 
i ſelves very advantageouſly behind the river 8 

Iche, having the wood of Soigmes on their 4d from 
& right, and the Dyle, on the other fide of Ne- General 


« ther Iſche, on their left. They had fortified Saliſs, 
all the avenues, and were {till very hard at 
« work at the village of Upper Iſche, and other 
© eminences, erecting batteries, and making 
* coupures: in a word, we found them poſted in 
« that manner, that it was not poſſible to attack 
them without expoſing our whole army, which 
% would have becn obliged to climb a high hull 
« full of hedges and ſhrubs, as alſo to pals the 
« ſaid river; for which reaſon the generals, 
« having well viewed the ground every where, 
* reſolved to repaſs the Lane, which we did ac- 
„ cordingly.” 

As this was the greateſt inſtance of miſunder- Rrfcrions on 
ſtanding that ever happened among the generals li Hir. 
of the Allies, I have endeavoured to do juſtice to 
both parties, by inſerting what they had to urge, 
But then we are to conſider, as we go along, of 
how much greater weight the opinion of his Grace, 
as remarkable for his great cautioh and foreſight, 
as for any other quality of a general, and M. d' 
Auverquerque, who adjuſted his meaſures by the 
experience of above 50 campaigns, ought to be 
in a matter of this nature, than the opinion of 
three or four timerous Stateſmen, and half a ſcore 
junior officers, It is certain their High Mighti- 
neſſes thought in this way, becauſe they inſtantly 
removed thoſe perſons of whom his Grace com- 
plained, Thus the ill conſequences that ſome 
were afraid of, were happily prevented by the 
wiſdom of that ſenate, who were ſenſible that 
unity and concord were the only cement of the 
grand Alliance. The emiſſaries of France were 
big with hopes of theſe miſunderſtandings, and fo- 
s yet mented them with all imaginable induſtry: but 
nter- they ſaw themſelves diſappointed, and that the 
riſe, M little 
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little evil which had happened was productive of 
good to the Allies, as it prevented the tying-up 
his Grace's hands any more in that manner, 

The projects of the Duke of Marlborough be- 
ing thus diſappointed, the army marched towards 
Tirlemont, and a detachment was made under the 
command of Licutenant-General Dedem to be- 
liege Sout-Lewe, a little place ſituated on a mo- 
raſs, and the chief defence of the enemies lines, 
The-place was inveſted the 29th of Auguſt, and 
the garriſon ſurrendered the 5th of September 
priſoners of war, to the number of 400 men. 
They found in that place 18 pieces of cannon, 2 
mortars, a good quantity of ammunition, with 
i800 ſacks of meal. The governor ſurrendered 
before the batteries began to fire, upon a decla- 
ration of the Dutch General, that if they deſer- 
red it any longer, they ſhould be allowed no quar- 
ter, This place being of great importance tor 
hindring the French from repairing their lines, the 


Allies provided it with, a good garriſon. 


His Grace, after this ſucceſs, ordered the lines 


of the enemy to be levelled from Waſeiger to 
Sout-Lewe, and Tirlemont to be diſmantled ; 
and then, having paſled the Demer, encamped at 
Arſchot. The enemy quitted, upon his approach, 
their old lines between that nver and the Nethe, 
and retired into the new ones between thoſe ri- 
vers, wherein they could not be attacked. His 
Grace continued for ſome days at Arſchot, to 


give time to begin and carry on the fortifications 


of Dieſt, Haſſelt, Tongeren, and ſome other places, 
in which he deſigned to put ſtrong garriſons the 
following winter. The army marched towards 
Herenthal and Turnhout, where M. Buis, penſio- 
nary of Amſterdam, waited on his Grace on the 
part of the States of Holland and Weſt-Friefland, 
and had a long conference with him, His Grace 
ſet out a few days after for the Hague, and left 
_ ny under the . of M. d' Auver- 
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querque. The Generals made, in the mean time, 
preparations for the ſiege of San Vliet. 

After ſeveral conferences held with the penſio- 
nary, it was agreed his Grace ſhould ſet out for 
Vienna, to preſs the pacification of the troubles in 
Hungary, which was ſtill obſtructed by the ſame 
perſons, who by their exactions gave the firſt oc- 
caſion to the breach. The Earl of Sunderland 
was gone thither before, to join Mr. Stepney, as 
mediators on the part of her Britannick Majelty, 
to heal this wound, which, by drawing off the 
Imperial troops to that ſide, proved ſo fatal to 
the grand alliance. Theſe miniſters having hi- 
therto done little, and it being of the utmolt im- 
portance, if poſſible, to expedite the affair, every 
one agreed, that if the influence of his Grace, 
equally revered as a Stateſman and a General, 
could not produce the defired change of meaſures 
in the court of Vienna, it would be in vain to 
expect it, and ſtruggle with inſuperable difficul- 
ties. The Engliſh, knowing that all nations are 
to be governed by their own laws, and being ſen- 
ſible that ſomething contrary thereto had occa- 
honed, under the reign of the Emperor Leopold, 
the unhappy troubles in Hungary, generouſly in- 
terpoſed their mediation to appeaſe thoſe dif- 
ferences 3 which they would not have done, if 
they had thought that the Hungarians had taken 
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up arms without cauſe, and rebelled againſt their 


ſovereign. 


: Belides this reſolution taken at the Hague, the His Grace 
Emperor had earneſtly deſired that the Dake of goes to 
Marlborough would repair to his court, as well Vienna. 


to concert the operations of the next campaign, 
as to adjuſt theſe differences, and ſeveral other 
affairs of the higheſt importance. His Grace ac- 
cordingly ſet out from the grand army in Bra- 
bant, (whither he was returned from the Hague) 


and being arrived at Frankfort, Prince Lewis of 


Baden met him there. The two Princes had ſe- 
b. 4x0 M 2 veral 
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veral conferences in the preſence of M. Gelder- 
malfen, plenipotentiary of the States, who enter- 
tained their Highneſſes at dinner, with ſeveral o- 
ther perſons of quality. The interview of theſe 
two great men was narrowly obſerved ; but, not- 
withitanding ſome inſinuations of the emiſſaries 
of France, as if the Britſh General had ſuſpec- 
ted the German of infidelity, nothing appeared 
between them but all imaginable tokens of friend- 
{hip and good correſpondence, | 

While his Grace was upon this journey, a de- 
tachment was made from the grand army, under 
Count Noyelles, (according to a reſolution before 
taken) to beſiege Santvliet, a ſtrong fort near the 
Schelde. The trenches were opened in the night, 
between the 26th and 27th of October, and car- 
ried on the next day into the very counterſcarp, 
Which the enemy abandoned, The ſame day the 


* Artillery began to fire againſt the place, in order 


ky ant vliet 
take Bs 


Dieſt furpri/- 
ed. 


to make a breach, and the 29th, at five o'clock 
in the evening, they beat a parley. Hoſtages be- 
ing exchanged as uſual, they demanded to march 
out with the common marks of honour; but upon 
the Count's refuſing thoſe conditions, they ſur- 
rendered, at 11 at night, priſoners of war. The 
baggage of the officers was conducted to Antwerp, 
and they were allowed to wear their words. The 
fick and wounded, who were not in a condition 
to be tranſported, were allowed to continue in the 
place till they were cured, and then to rejoin the 
priſoners. The garriſon conſiſted of the regiment 
of Mally, and 400 grenadiers, without including 
the men belonging to the artillery, 

This little loſs was in ſome ſort made up to the 
French, by a new acquiſition. While the Allies 
were employed in the ſiege of Santvhiet, the ene · 
my made a detachment to ſurprize Dieſt; and the 
place, not being ina poſture of defence, the gar- 
riſon ſurrendered the 26 of the ſame month, and 
had the ſame conditions as that of Sar.tvliet. It 
. conſiſted 
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conſiſted of 4 battalions and a regiment of dra- 
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goons, and was commanded by Brigadier Gau- 


dacker, who wrote a long letter to the States in 
his own vindication, complaining of the hardſhip 
of being put, after 34 years of ſervice, to hold 
a place that was not tenable, and that too with- 
out any artillery, He throws the blame of it on 
M. d' Auverquerque, and. the field-deputies, to 
whom he had often ſet forth his condition. 


The Duke of Marlborough arrived at Vienna The Dates 
the 12th of November, by water from Ratiſbon, reception at 
and was received at his landing by the Earl of Sun- Nienna. 


derland add M. Stepney, who conducted him to 
the houſe of the Prince of Longueval. His Grace 
had the next day his audience of their Imperial 
Majeſties and the Archdutcheſſes, and the two 
following days received and returned ſeveral viſits. 


The 16th, he had a conference with the Prince 


of Salms, and other publick miniſters, at which 
the Emperor was preſent; and the ſame evening 
was a long while in converſation with his Impe- 
rial Majeſty, and the Empreſs-conſort. His Grace 
was afterwards ſeized with a fit of the gout, 
which confined him three days to his chamber ; 
and, during that time, was vilited by all perſons 
of the greateſt diſtinction in that city. The 19th, 
the Earl of Sunderland, envoy extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary from her Majeſty of Great Britain, 
had his audience of leave of the Emperor and 
Empreſs, and the next day of the Empreſs-dowa- 
ger and the Archdutcheſſcs. His. Lordſhip was 
preſented by his Imperial Majeſty with his picture 
ſet with diamonds, The 22d, the Duke of 
Marlborough went to ſee the famous chamber of 


rarities, where the Emperor was. pleaſed to meet 


him, and ia a very obliging manner preſented him 
with a ring of conſiderable value. The ſame even- 
ing his Grace had his audiences of leave of all the 
Imperial family, and the 23. began his journey 
back, accompanied by the Earl of Sunderland. 
0 M 3 His 
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His Imperial Majeſty, in conſideration of the 
fignal {crvices done by his Grace to the Auſtrian 
family, and to the Empire, was pleaſed to make 
him an actual grant of the territory of Mindel- 
heim in Suabia, not far from Augſburg, lately 
poſſeſſed by Duke Maximilian, uncle to the then 
Elector of Bavaria; and a patent was ordered to 
paſs the ſeal for erecling this fief into a princi- 
pality, agreeably to the title conferred on him 
the year before by the Emperor Leopold. In con- 
ſequence of this, his Grace was diſtinguiſhed for 
the future, throughout the Empire, by the {tile 
and title of Prince of Mindelheim. His Grace, 
during his ſtay at Vienna, received the greateſt 
marks of honour and eſteem. The court would 
have defrayed his expences, and the Prince of 
Þierrichſtein's palace had been fitted up for his 
reception; but his Grace was pleaſed to decline it. 
Our Hero returned with ſo much honour, and 
the manner of his reception every where was ſo 
magnificent, that I cannot forbear continuing this 
journal. His Imperial Majeſty had ordered horſes 
to be ready at every {tage at his own charges, and 
ſeveral officers of his court were ſent before, to 
get all things in a readineſs, that nothing might 
xetard the journey of my Lord Duke and the 
Earl of Sunderland, They took the rout of Ber- 
hn, with three coaches. and two. waggons ; and, 
as they found {fix freſh horſes for each at every 
ſage, they travelled with an extraordinary ſpeed, 
notwithſtanding the ſeaſon of the year. The 
firſt day they came to Sclowitz, a caſtle belong- 
ing to Count Zinzendorf, who came thus far with 
them from Vienna, and treated his Grace and his 
Lordſhip with great magnificence, The 24th they 
dined at Wiſhaw, a place belonging to the Biſhop 
of Olmutz and Oſnabrug, brother to the Puke 
of Lorrain; and the officers of his Highneſs had 
en a noble er in che —— After 1. 
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they continued their journey to Olmutz, and lay 
that night in a noble palace of the ſaid Prince, 
which is very richly furniſned. The envoy of 
his Highneſs was come poſt from Vienna, to re- 
ceive his Grace and his Lordſhip to a ſplendid 
entertainment at ſupper ; during which, the room 
was crowded with people of the beſt quality, and 
others, every body preſhng in to fee the Preſerver 
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and Deliverer of the Empire, as they ſtiled his Die Duke 


Grace. The 25th they lay at New Staddle, lodg- - 


ſaluted De- 
liv. rer of the 


ing in a houſe belonging to Colonel Schmettan, — 


whoſe ſervants had prepared a handſome ſupper, 
by order of their maſter. In all the towns and 
cities their Lorſhips went through, the burghers 
and garrifons were drawn up in arms, and beat 
their drums as his Grace went by, at the Empe- 
ror's ſpecial order. 

The 26th they lay at Breſlau, the capital of 
dileſia, and one of the nobleſt towns in Germany. 
Their Lordſhips were lodged at Colonel Schmet- 
tau's oun houſe, who was come on purpoſe from 
Vienna to receive them, and gave them a magni- 
ficent entertainment. The magiſtrates came in 
their formalities to compliment his Grace, and 
made him the uſual preſents of the place; as they 
did like wiſe to Lord Sunderland. The 28th they 
lay at a ſmall rown called Granberg, which is the 
laſt place in the Imperial territories. The officers 
of the Emperor were ordered to take their leave 
here; but his Grace deſired them to go to Croſſen, 
the next ſtage, from whence they were diſmiſſed 
with handſome preſents, The 29th his Grace ar- 
rived in the dominions of the King of Pruſſia, 
and met there with horſes appointed by order of 
his Majeſty, and a commiſſary to wait upon him 
as far as Berlin,” They arrived that day at Frank- 
fort on the Oder, where the magiſtrates compli- 
mented his Grace, and made him the uſual pre- 
ſent of wine. The goth they arrived at Berlin, 
kaying been met by 1a of the King's own _—_— 

Of 
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for the coaches of my Lord Duke and the Earl of 
Sunderland. Theſe horſes were changed twice the 
fame day. His Grace came to Berlin in very good 
health, notwithſtanding the fatigue of a journey 
of 532 miles in 8 days, in a very hard ſeaſon. 

My Lord Duke went the ſame night to court, 
and had a conference with the King of Pruſſia. 
The next day he preſented the E arl of Sunderland 
to his Majeſty, the Prince royal, and the King's 
two brothers, who all received his Lordſhip with 
all imaginable marks of eſteem. They ſaw the 
King at dinner, with the royal family, and after 
a ſnort ſtay there, their Lordſhips went to dine 
with Lord Raby, embaſſador from her Majeſt) 
of Great Britain. The ſame day his Grace ſupped 
with his Majeſty, the Prince Royal, and the Mar- 
graves, and dined with them the next day at the 
great chamberlain's. He had the next day a 
long conference with his Majeſty, and renewed 
for one year longer, the treaty for 8000 men t 
be employed in Italy, which his Majeſty — 
to recruit, and to ſend 3 battalions in the room 


of the horſe he had recalled. 1 


Having ſettled that affair, and adjuſted ſome 
other diffieulties, his Grace ſet out from Berlin 
the zd of December in the evening, very well ſa- 
tisſied with the ſucceſs of his negotiations, and 
the honours that had been paid him at the court 


of Berlin, where he was complimented by the im- 


He comes to 
Hanover. 


perial reſident with the title of Prince of Min- 
delheim, by order of his maſter, His Grace and 
the Earl of Sunderland were attended to the fron- 
tiers of the territoties of the King of Pruſſia, 
on this ſide, with the ſame ceremonies that had 
been obſerved before, and received in like manner 
in thoſe of the Elector of Hanover. They arrived 
there the 6th, and his Grace lodged at the houſe 
of General Bulau, which had been prepared 
for his reception. Lord Sunderland was received 
at another houſe, belgpgivg to one of the chick 


21 officers 
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ofticers of the court. They waited the fame even- 
ing on his electoral highneſs and the clectreſs 
dowager, and were received with the marks of 
diſtinction due to their extraordinary merit and 
quality. I muſt not omit that the King of Pruſſia 
preſented my Lord Duke with a {word enriched 
with diamonds.; and Lord Sunderland with a dia- 
mond ring of great value. His Grace was pre- 
ſented by his electoral highneſs with a fine calaſh 
and ſix horſes, and the Earl of Sunderland with a 
ſet of horſes. The 9th their Lord{hips ſer out 
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very early from Hanover, and arrived the 14th 4,4 10 the 
at the Hague. His Grace found the troops gone Hague. 


into winter-quarters, the lines of thoſe in the 
Engliſh ſervice extending from the ſea. to the 
neighbourhood of Mentz. He had ſeveral con- 
ferences with the deputies of the States, and then, 
together with Lord Sunderland, ſer fail for Eng · 


land, and arrived at St. James's the laſt day ofthe , in 
year according to the * Engliſh account. It was En;land. 


in vain that his enemies (trove to impair his credit 
by depreciating the ations of his laſt campaign, 
when the commons of England, in a committee, 
returned him thanks for his great ſervices per- 
formed to her Majeſty and the nation, and for his 
prudent negotiations with the Queen's Allies, 


Thus ended the 4th year of a war, which, tho* Recrpitulari- 
it was the moſt difficult the Allies ever had to main- on of the laft 
tan, was the only remedy they had left in the hear. 


inminent danger with which Europe was threat · 
ened. While having Spain for an Ally, they em- 
ployed their joint force in the former wars, to 
prevent or repel the evil they feared, they found 
the weakneſs of their efforts prolonged the con- 
teſt; and for want of exerting timely their fall 
ſtrength, things were brought to that extremity, 
that had not Heaven ſent a great revolution in 
5:34 aA n England, 


I have obſerred the new ſtile in ſpeakin of thoſy 
COUnNLLIES where it 15 vicd, . 
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1705 England, it would have been impoſſible for them to 
', ſave themſelves. But ſince, by means of a ſham- 
peace, France became maſter of the monarchy of 
Spain, they could hope for no ſafety but from re- 
doubled efforts, favoured by the Divine protec- 
uon. 1 
Ihe defeat of the French at Blenheim, the 
taking of Landau, Triers, Traerbach, and ſeveral 
other poſts on the Moſelle, and the ſuppreſſion of | 
a rebellion in Bavaria, were ſuch real advantages, | 
as gave juſt cauſe to hope, that the following | 
campaign, in the year 1705, would be attend- | 
ed even with greater ſucceſſes; but the event t 
did not prove anſwerable to expectation, The 8 
French, whoſe belt troops were cither killed or 
taken priſoners, and whoſe cavalry was almolt all 
diſmounted, found means to repair their loſſes, c 
and bring vaſt armies into the. field, notwith- . 
ſtanding thoſe difficulties, and their; ſcarcity of | 
money, which obliged them to ſtop the caſh, and t 
give paper in lieu of the ſpecies. They neglected, [ 


indeed, nothing to retrieve their loſſes ; But yet a 
their diligence was not the only, nor the chief t 
cauſe of the diſappointments of the Allies. Thoſe c 
who have read the foregoing pages, will have no 1 
need to look towards: the conſtellations in heaven, n 
and the conjunction of the planets, to find it out. ec 


The affairs of the Confederacy, however, were W 
far from going backwards, as the reader may ice 
by adding the following particulars to-the actions 
of the Duke of Marlborough. - | 
State of the Verrua, after a brave defence of 6 months to- 
war in Italy. gether, was ſurrendered for want of proviſions, 
and the French paid for a rock, and the ruins of 
ſame fortifications, above. 20 Millions of Livres, 
and ſacrificed the lives of more than 12,000 men. 
The long reſiſtance of that place broke all their 
meaſures, and the Duke of Vendome was not able 
to beſiege Turin, as he intended, before the arn- 
yal of Prince Eugene obliged him to march to the 
1 defence 
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defence of the Milaneſe. They were {till more 


unfortunate before Gibraltar, and the Marſhal de 


Teſſe, who commanded the French and'Spaniſh 
forces, before that place, had the mortification to 
raiſe. the ſiege, after having ſeen the flower of 
his army periſh in that long enterpriſe. Three 
men of war of Monſieur Ponti's ſquadron were 
taken, and that Admiral forced to run his own 
ſhip a-ground: with another, and ſet them on fire 
themſelves ; without mentioning the loſs of four 
frigates, which they had been forced to burn 
themſelves, upon Sir John Leake's coming into 
the bay of Gibraltar, towards the latter end of 
the year. | 


Eight thouſand Pruſſians having marched into Prince Eu- 
Italy, according to the treaty concluded with the Cee. Cum. 
court of Berlin by the Duke of Marlborough, and Parghte 


3000 Palatines being ordered the fame way, 
Prince Eugene ſet out for the Imperial army in 
the Veronele, and attempted to paſs the Mincio. 
This proving impracticable in ſight of the French 
umy, his Highneſs was obliged to ſend his infan- 
try over the lake de la Guarda to Salo, and the 
cavalry marched about the ſaid lake to Gavardo. 
The grand Prior of France obſerved narrowly the 
motions of the Germans; but Prince Eugene prov- 
ed too vigilant for him, and gained a day's march, 
whereby he adranzed to the banks of the Oglio, 
paſſed that river, took Soncino, Palazzuolo, Ponte 
Oglio, and ſeveral other poſts; which obliged the 
Duke of Vendome to leave the French army in 
Piedmont, under the command of the Duke of La 
Femllade, and march in perſon to defend the paſ- 
lage of the Adda. Prince Eugene made ſeveral 
ſeints to draw the enemy to an engagement, and 
at laſt attacked them near Caſſano, where, not- 
withſtanding they had the advantage of the ground, 
he obtained a conſiderable advantage. This obliged 
the-Duke of Vendome to recall ſome forces from 
Piedmont, whereby the army under M. de * Feu- 
a | ulade, 
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illade, which had taken Chivazzo, was too much 
weakened to undertake the ſiege of Turin, before 
which place they were encamped near a month, 
and had made all the neceſlary diſpolitions. "They 
flattered themſclves to fright the Duke of Savoy 
into a ſeparate treaty: But that prince being 
proof againſt all their tempting promiſes, and 
hauglity menaces, the Duke of La Feuillade was 
obliged to retire towards Caſal; from whence he 
marched to retake Aſti, which the French had 
abandoned by miſtake, and from whence he was 
forced to retire with great lols, Prince Eugene 
ſeeing the ſeaſon ſo far advanced, that the enemy 
could make no further attempt againſt Turin, re- 
paſſed the Oglio, and returned towards Gavado, 
whereupon the Duke of Vendome marched to 
Caſtiglione della Stivere to ſecure the Mantuan, 
Thus far the affairs of Italy had a tolerable aſpect 
for the Allies. 

On the other hand, as the French were reſolved 


Taſtes of the to ſpare nothing for reducing the Duke of Savoy, 
D-e i He- they took Villa Franca in the beginning of the 


Dex. 
* 


Hiri in 
Portagal. 


Spring, and obliged the town of Nizza to fur- 
render : But they did not think fit to attack the 
citadel, and having blown up the fortifications of 
the rown, withdrew their troops from thence, 
However, the taking of that place being abſo- 
lutely neceffary for reducing the Duke of Sv, 
and to hinder him from receiving any ſuccour by 
fea, the Duke of Berwich marched thro? Lan gue- 
doc to beſiege it, at the very ſame time that Bar- 
celona ſurrendered to the Allies. In fine, the go- 
vernor of Nizza was obliged to ſurrender the 4th 
of January. And the fortreſs of Monmellian, 
which had been blocked up for two years toge- 
ther, ſurrendered the 11th of December. 

The forces of the Allies in Portugal were not 
ſo ſucceſsful as had been expected. However they 
took Salvaterra and Marvan, and wreſted trom 
the enemy Valencia d'Alcantaraand . 
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And had not the Earl of Gallway had the misfor- 
tune to have his light hand ſhot off by a canmon- 
ball before Badajux, that place too, in all hkcli- 
hood, would have been taken. It their ſucesls 
on that ſide fell ſhort of the expectation of the 
Allies, the taking of Barcelona, and the reducing 
of the whole principality of Catalonia under the 
obedience of King Charles, cxcecded their hopes, 
We will but juſt mention the perpetual endeavoars 
of the Queen and the States, to pacif y the troubles 
in Hungary, having hinted at thole things before, 
The death of the Emperor Leopold ſeemed to 
render an accommodation more pratticable ; but, 
after all the efforts of the Maritime Powers, no- 
thing more was done than to ſign a ceſſation of 
arms, and leave the points in debate to future 
conferences, 

The Imperial and French armics on the L pper 
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een the 


Rhine having been in ſight ſeveral times, and Fling, 


drawn up in battalia, it was cxpccted there would 
have happened an action. But the Marſhal de 
Villars having had advice of the approach of 
10 battalions, and 20 ſquadrons, of the troops 
of the King of Pruſſia, to reinforce the army of 
Prince Lewis of Baden, that General thought fit, 
the 13th of September in the night, to decamp 
in great ſecrecy, and retire towards Straſburgh. 
Prince Lewis of Baden, being reinforced by theſe 
troops, likewiſe decamped the next day from 
Daudprp, and came to Wierſchiem. The ſame day 
9 ſquadrons and 9 battalions, with a derachment 
of grenadiers, under the command of the Count 
de Friſe, were ordered to beſiege Druſenheim. The 
trenches were opened the 19th, and that place 
was attacked with ſo much vigour, that the gar- 
nſon, conſiſting of 3 or 400 men, ſurrendered the 
24th. priſoners of war. There was found in the 
place 400 ſacks of meal, 4 ſmall pieces of can- 
non, 400 muſkets, and 12 barrels of gunpowder. 
The 28th Haguenau was invelted by a ſtrong de- 
N tachmeat, 
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tachment, commanded by General Thungen, ha- 
ving under him the Generals Erffa and Arnhcin. 
The infantry of the King of Pruſſia, the King of 
Poland, and the Duke of W irtemberg, were em- 
ployed in that ſiege, with 20 ſquadrons. I he 
garriſon made but a ſhort reſiſtance; for they beat 
a parley the 5th of October, and offered to ſur- 
render the place upon terms : but none being al- 
lowed them but to be priſoners of war, they re- 
ſolved to quit the town in the night, and retire to 
Eavern, Haguenau not being inveſted on that 
fide, they had an opportunity to do it: but the 
prudence and care of the Germans were not 
much to be commended, They little expected 
the garnſon would take that reſolution, and the 
eiflatisfactiion Prince Lewis of Baden expreficd 
on that ſubject, was very juſtifiable. This was 
the ſituation of the war at the end of the ycur 
1705. 

The forces of the States were ordered to can- 
ton by the middle of April, and towards the lat- 


The Duke of ter end they begun to form a camp near Tonge- 
Marlbo-0ugh Ten, where they expected the junction of the 
conſers with F.nghiſh, The Duke of Marlborough, being ar- 
the deputies rived in Holland, was daily in conference with the 


the States. 


deputies of the States, to concert the operations 
of the campaign, the projects of which were kept 
with an unuſual ſecrecy. The affairs of Italy 
were the chief matter of theſe conferences, ard 
England and Holland reſolved to do their utmoſt 
to aſſiſt the Duke of Savoy. The Duke of Matl- 
borough, more concerned for the common cauſe 
than for his own reputation, propoſed to go in 
perſon to the ſupport of that Prince, or to ſtand 
on the defenſive part in the Netherlands, in order 
to ſend a greater body of forces into Italy. But 
the States, fearing they ſhould be expoſed by his 
abſence, prevailed with him to ſtay in Flanders, 
and conti uc the main ſtreſs of the war on that 
ſide, 4; "EFT 1612 6 
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The army of the States began to encamp near 1706 

Tongeren the beginning of May, and the Duke 
of Marlborough and M. d' Auverquerque ſet out % forces 
the 9th from the Hague for Macſtricht, where iin. 
they arrived the 12th, The Dutch General went 
the ſame day to the camp, and the next his Grace 
arrived there to review the troops. Mean time 
the Engliſh troops were ordered to march from 
their quarters to join the army. They arrived at 
Bilſen the 20th, and on the 21ſt joined the Dutch 
between Borkloen and Gros Warem. The 22d 
the Danes in the ſcrvice of England and Holland 
alſo joined the army; and the French, confiding 
in their ſuperiority, came out of their lines about 
the ſame time, and encamped between Tirlemont 
and Judoigne, This occaſioned that memorable 
action on the 23d, ſince called the battle of Ra- 
millies. The following account of it, given by 
Colonel Richards, Aid-de-Camp to the Duke of 
Marlborough, with what we ſhall add to it from 
other relations, may give a full idea of this glo- 
nous victory, 

„On Saturday the 22d inſtant, the Confede- 
rate Army decamped from Borkloen, and march- ar o_ 7 1 : 
ed to Gros Warem, The Danith troops came ,,,,1, o Re- 
up with our rear, and encamped at a {mall diſ- „illies. 
tance from us, Here we had advice, that the e- 
nemy, being joined by the horſe of Marſhal Mar- 
im's army, and depending on the ſuperiority of 
their numbers, were lately come out of their 
lines, and had made a motion, putting their right 
towards judoigne. | 

My Lord Duke, and M. d' Auverquerque, re- 
lying upon the goodneſs of their troops, reſolved 
to advance towards the enemy; and accordingly 
on Sunday the 23d, about three in the morning, 
the army marched in 8 columns towards Ramil- 
lies, a village where the Gheete takes its ſource, 
that we might avoid the inconveniency of paſſing 
| N 2 
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that river. Being advanced near the ſaid village, 
we found the enemy getting into the camp of 
Mount St. Andre, and placing their right to the 
Mehaigne, This river flows about half a league 
from Ramillies, the ground between them being 
open and level: the Gheete runs from Ramillies 
to Autregliſe, through a marthy ground; and be- 
yond Autregliſe the river grows wide, and the 
ground is unpaſſable. 

The enemy had poſted a brigade of foot next 
to the Mehaigne, and filled the ſpace betwixt that 
and Ramillies with upwards of 100 ſquadrons, 
among which were the troops of the French 
King's houſhold, At Ramillies they had about 
20 battalions of foot, with a battery of about 
12 pieces of treble cannon: from thence to Au- 
tregliſe they had formed a line of foot along the 
Gheete, with a line of horſe at ſome diſtance be- 
hind them. 

His Grace judging, by the ſituation of the 
ground, that the ſtreſs of the action would be 
on our left, ordered, that beſides the proportion 
of horſe belonging to that wing, the Daniſh ſqua- 
drons, being 20 in number, ſhould alſo be poſted 
there. It was about two in the afternoon before 
our army could be formed in order of battle, 
and then we began the attack on our left with 3 
battalions, which puſhed the brigade of foot a- 
bove-mentioned from their poſt on the Mehaigne. 
M. d' r about the ſame time, charg · 
ed with the horſe of that wing. The ſucceſs 
was doubtful for about half an hour; which the 
Duke of Marlborough perceiving, ordered the 
reſt of the horſe of the right wing, (except the 
Engliſti, who were 17 ſquadrons) to ſupport thoſe 
on the left. 

Here, while his Grace was rallying ſome, and 
giving his orders for others to charge, he was in 
very great danger, being ſingled out by ſeveral of 


the reſoluteſt of the enemy: and falling 9 
0 


% 
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horſe at the fame time, he had either been kil- 1706 


led or taken priſoner, if ſome of our foot that 
' were near at hand had not come very ſeaſonably * 
* to his aſſiſtance, and obliged the enemy to re- 
"g tire, After this, my Lord Duke had ſtill a great- 
oy er eſcape, a cannon-ball having taken off Colo» 
ol nel Bringfield's head as he was remounting his 
he Grace. 
The village of Ramillies was attacked by a 
xt detachment of 12 battalions of foot, commanded 
* by Lieutenant General Schultz, which entered at 
ns, once with great vigour and reſolution. His Grace 
ich haſtened our line of foot thither to ſupport them; 
w which, tho' it was at a great diſtance, yet came 
* up ſoon enough to beat the enemy quite out of 
1 the village, andat the ſame time charged the reſt 
the of their foot that were polted behind the Gheete, 
be. as above mentioned; and my Lord Duke order- 


ed the Engliſh horſe to ſupport them. 

By this time the enemy's right wing of horſe ,,, 
being entirely defeated, the horſe of our left „ned. 
fell upon the foot on their right, of whom they 
flew great numbers, cutting to pieces about 20 of 
their battahons, whoſe colours they took, and 
likewiſe their cannon, The reſt of the enemy's 
foot were entirely broke, The horſe of their 
left wing ſeemed to make a ſtand, to gain time 
for their foot to retire; but were charged ſo 
quick, and with ſo much bravery, by the Eng- 
lih horſe, that they entirely abandoned the foot; 
and our dragoons puſhing into the village of Au- 
tregliſe, made a terrible {laughter of them. The 
French King's own regiment of foot, called the 
Regiment du Roy, begged for quarter, and deli» 
vered up their arms and colours to the Lord John 
Hay's dragoons. 


and We purſued the enemy all night, by the way Purſued frog 
s in of judoigne, as far as Meldre, being 5 leagues leagues, 
il of from the place where the action happened, and 2 


his from Louvain. There the author of this nar- 
orſc N 3 rative 
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rative left the army, on Monday night the 24th, 
preparing to march ſo early as to be at the Dyle 
the next morning by break of day; and to ſe- 
cure the pats of Neder Yiche, which would p give 
his Grace an opportunity of further improving 
this great and plorious ſueceſs. 

Thus we gained an entire and compleat victory, 
tar next to the bleſſing of God upon the juſtice 
of our canfe, muſt be aſcribed to the great cou- 
rage, prudence and vigilance of the Duke of Marl- 
borough,-who was perfonally preſent in the hottcſt 
of the action, giving his orders with wonderful 
{edatenefs'and preſence of mind. M. d' Auver- 
querque acted with the valour and conduct be- 
coming a great general: the reſt of our gencrals 
IMkewife diſtinguiſhed themſelves; and all our 
troops, both officers and foldiers, fought with 
the greateſt bravery and reſolution, 

A right judgment could not be made of the 
exact number of the ſlain, by reafon we did not 
ſtay on the field of battle; but the enemy are 
gencrally ſuppoſed to have had about 8000 men 
killed, among whom are nambered the, Prince de 
Monbazon, and another called Prince Maximilian, 
with divers other perfons of note. We took about 
6000 prifoners, among whom are two major- 
generals; two brigadier-generals; a ſon of the 
Marſhal de Tallard; a nephew of the Duke of 
Enxemburg; a nephew of the late Lord Clare, 
and ſeveral other officers of diſtinction, whoſe 
names are not yet known, We have likewiſe 
taken all their artillery, all the baggage they had 
with them, and their bread-waggons, beſides a 
great number of colours, ſtandards, and kettle- 
drums: and a great part of their heavy baggage, 
which they had ſent away before the action, was 


alſo ſeized by our troops at Judoigne. This army 
- conſiſted of the beſt of the enemy's forces, parti- 


cularly the Gendarms, and others of the French 


King 's 
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King's houſhold, which are entirely ruined.— 17706 


Thus far the Colonel's relation. GIF) 


In the account publiſhed by order of the States, 4ccount pu- 
we have the following particulars : „ All blifhed by the 
things being diſpoſed; it was reſolved to attack States-Genee 
the village of Ramillies, which was the enemy's * _ 
principal poſt, In order to that, 20 pieces of 
cannon, 24 pounders, were brought up; and 12 
battalions, who were to be ſupported by the 
whole line, were commanded for that attack. 

About- two in the afternoon the cannon began to 


play againſt the enemy. Four battalions were, at 


the ſame time, detached to diſlodge them from 
the valley of Taviers, where they had poſted 6 
battalions to cover their right wing; our left wing 
not being able to puſh on any further, before the 
taking of that polt, Hereupon the enemy cauſed 
ſome dragoons to advance to ſupport the 6 batta. 
tons. All the horſe of the left wing of the 
Confederate army marched hkewife to attack the 
enemy's right, which advanced at the ſame time 
towards them, It was then that the fight began 
with a great deal of fury, and continued with 
great. obſtinacy, till the horſe of our left wing 
had gained ground erfough to attack the enemy 
in flank ; whereupon they began to give way. 
Whilſt we were engaged on that fide, our foot 
attacked likewiſe the village of Ramillies, which 
was alſo forced about four o'clock,after a vigorous 
reſiſtance. The enemy endeavoured to retire 
from the village ; but being got out, they were 
broke, and entirely deſtroyed, or taken by our 
horſe; whereupon their army retired a large half 
league beyond the village, where they drew up 
again in order of battle, behind a hollow road, 
and ſome hedges : but our army having advan- 
ced between the Yauſe and the Mehaigne, and 
extended themſelves further in the plain to renew 
the attack, their right wing retired unmediately 
. N r further 
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2706 further off; and their left wing gave ground 
lkewiſe, before we could come up with them, as 
we wiſhed, The enemy were afterwards pur- 
; ſued by the whole army.” 
Extrafi from « The glory of this action, ſay the Dutch de- 
i 22 puties in their letter to the States-General, is fo 
fell deputies. much the greater, becauſe the enemy were poſ- 
ſeſſed of a very advantageous poſt; and that, ac- 

cording to the report of priſoners, they were 76 

battalions, and 140 ſquadrons ſtrong, including 

the French King's houſhold : ſo that their army 

was ſuperior in number to that of the Allies. 
'The battle was fought for two hours and a half 

with extream eagerneſs and fury, and our troops 

ſuſtained a dreadful fire; but by their bravery 

and good order they ſurmounted all diflicultics, 

and obtained a very great and glorious victory 

over the enemy.” . 

Two days after the Battle, the Duke of Marl- 

borough, in a letter to the States, tells them, 

1 * That he thought fit to delay his congratulati- 
rough's letter Ons for the victory till that day; that he might, 
10 ihe States, ** at the ſame time, acquaint their High Mighti- 
„ neſſcs with the ſucceſs of his defign of paſſing 
% the Dyle, We had reſolved, ſays he, to force 
« our paſſage this morning by break of day; 
« butthe enemy have ſaved us the trouble, hav- 
ing left us an open field by their retreat towards 
1 Bruſſels ; ſo that with double joy I give myſelf - 

* the honour to write this letter to you from 
% Louvain, where I have a long time wiſhed to 
t be, for the good of the common cauſe. is 
« certain, that all the generals, officers, and 
« ſoldiers, have done all that was poſſible for 
t men to perform on that glorious day; and their 
te conduct and bravery cannot be ſufficiently prai- 
« ſed. I have made choice of Colonel Chanclos 

* to carry this agreeable news to your High 
.« Mightinefſes, both by reaſon of his merit in 

the laſt campaign, and of his ſervices in 75 

« He 
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« He will acquaint your High Mightneſſes wth 15706 
« the particulars of all that has paſſed, and the Ay 
« prejent poiture of the enemy, whom we are | 11 
« reſolved to purſue,” 1 

The paſſage of the Dyle, and the following The paſage 1 
| ſucceſſes, till the entire reduction of Brabant and 9, ihe Vyle, 1 
ö Flanders, are fully related in the ſubſcquent pieces. 


— —— 
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5 * On Monday the 24th, (ſays a narrative pu- 

ö bliſhed by Captain Pitt,) the Duke, having ordered 
5 the army to encamp at Bavechien, for the refreſh- 1 
ö ment of the troops, and diſpoſed all things for þ 


their march the next morning by break of day, 


f in order to force the paſſage of the Dyle, received 3 5 
a advice in the night, that the enemy had quitted * 
/ their camp, and abandoned Louvain, being retired | it 
, towards Bruſſels, Hereupon bridges being laid | | 1 
N over that river near Louvain, the Allies put a bt 
detachment of 500 men into that town, The on 
3 whole army paſſedl over the next day, about noon, ö Fl 
„ and took the camp of Bethlem, from whence # 

4 they continued their march the 26th towards Ks 
, Bruſſels. His Grace ſoon had notice, that the | | 

4 enemy had likewiſe quitted that place, and $3 
8 Mechlin, and were retired towards Aloſt. About 1 
E ten o'clock his Grace had a letter from the mar- 

3 quis of Deinſe, governor of Bruſſels, intimating, 

4 that the States of Brabant were deſirous to wait 

' on him at ſuch time as he ſhould appoint : upon 

# which the Duke ſent them a compliment by Co- 

n lonel Panton, in his own name and that of the 

0 deputies, letting them know that he ſhould be 

15 glad to ſee them at four o'clock in the afternoon. 

d Accordingly there came a deputation from the 

* States of Brabant, another from the ſovereign 

K council, and a third from the magiſtrates of the 

4 city, They all expreſſed great ſatisfaction at the 

5 happy ſucceſs of the Allies, and their arrival in that 

h neighbourhood, His Grace wrote letters to all 

in the three bodies, to invite them to conſider their 

x own intereſt, and to own their lawful ſovereign 


King 
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1706 King Charles the third. In the evening the ma- 


Www 


The enemies 


loſs appears 


more and 
more con- 
ſiderable. 


giſtrates of Mechlin came likewiſe to compliment 
his Grace, and make their ſubmiſſion. Colonel 
Durell, adjutant-general, was ſent with a detach- 
ment of 200 horſe to take poſſeſſion oſ that 
town: the governor of which ſtaid in the place, 
and ſurrendered himſelf priſoner. The army 
encamped that night at Dighem ; and the next 
morning continued its march, and, having paſted 
the canal, came to Grimberg. From thence the 
Duke ſent General Churchill, with 4 battalions 
of foot and 2 ſquadrons of horſe, to command 
in Bruſſels. | 

The retreat of the enemy in ſuch conſternation, 
the great number of officers and ſoldiers who 
were diſcovered to be priſoners, and of thoſe 
who were left wounded in ſeveral places through 
which they marched, together with their aban- 
doning the whole country, now made their loſs 
much greater than it was at firſt thought to be. 


' By the fpeedy purſuit of the Allies, the French 
were obliged to leave many wounded officers at 
Bruſſels, who all became priſoners of war; a- 
mong others, the Count de Horne, Lieutenant- 


General; and the Earl of Clare, Major-General; 
the latter of whom died of his wounds. 


Submiſſion of The 27th, in the evening, the deputies, who 
the city of were at the camp the day before, returned, and 


Brijje's, and 
the >tates of 


Brabant, 


brought his Grace, three ſeveral inſtruments in due 
form, one from the three States, another from 
the ſovereign council, and the third from the city 
of Bruſſels, owning King Charles III as their 
lawful ſovereign ; repeating likewiſe, in a mol: 
reſpectful manner, the great ſenſe they had of 
her Majeſty's goodneſs, in relieving them, by her 
victorious arms, from the oppreſſions they had ſo 
long laboured under by the French government. 
They likewiſe made their acknowledgments to 
his Grace; and there ſeemed to be an univerſal 


Jo among the people. Several of the Spaniſn 


troops 
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troops likewiſe ſhewed a great inclination for the 
houfe of Auſtria ; and declared, that the animo- 
ſities between them and the French were grown 
to ſuch a heighth, that it was impoſſible they 
ſhould act any longer in conjunction. | 

The ſame day, the magiſtracy of Lierre ſent a 
deputation to my Lord Duke, to make their ſub- 
miihon, and delire his Grace's protection. The 
Freach retired to Gavre beyond Ghent, not a- 
bove 24,000 ſtrong, and thoſe not half of them 
armed, having thrown down their arms in their 
flight, The Duke of Marlborough appointed a 
day of thankſgiving to be obſerved throughout 
the army, to return thanks to Almighty God for 
the glorious victory wherewith Heaven had bleſt 
the arms of her Majeſty and the States-General 
in the late battle of Ramillies, and the wonder- 
ful ſucceſſes which had ſince followed, in redu- 
cing fo great a country to the obedience of his 
catholick Majeſty King Charles III. 


The Duke having thought fit, after the great The Dule 


fatigue the troops had undergone in purſuit of 
the enemy, to give them two days repoſe. at 
Grimberg; his Grace went the 28th in the after- 
n002 to Bruſſels. The chief magiſtrates of the 
city met his Grace at the gate, and preſented 
him with their keys; which he returned, with 
repeated aſſurances of her Majeſty's protection: 


and, after haviag received the compliments of 


the nobility, who expreſſed at the ſame time 
their affection and fidelity to King Charles III, 
his Grace returned in the evening to the camp; 
where he received advice, that the enemy, having 
carried away their cannon and ammunition from 
Lierre, had quitted that place: upon which his 
Grace, the day following, ſent thither a detach- 
ment of 200 men to take poſſeſſion of it. The 
Duke of Wirtemberg alſo was detached with 
2000 grenadiers, - 1009 horſe, and 6 picees of 
cannon, to take poit at Aloft, . 18 2 
1. 42 | The 
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The 3oth, the army marched from Grimberg, 
and encamped near Aloſt; the Duke of Wirtem- 
berg advancing with his detachment towar ds 
Gavre, with the pontons for laying bridges over 
the Scheld near that place, in order to intercept 
the enemy's retreat towards their own frontiers : 
but as ſoon as they heard of the motions of the 
Allies, they quitted their camp between dt. Dennis 
and Ghent, and marched, the 31ft at 3 of Clock, 
towards Courtray, His Grace had advice of this 
upon the march; and that they had evacuated 
Ghent, leaving only a Spaniſh battalion in the 


caſtle, with the Prince of Vintimille, governor of 


the town. The magiſtrates of Ghent came the 
ſame day to compliment my Lord Duke, and 
make their ſubmiſſion ; and a letter arrived from 
the States General to his Grace, in which, they 
expreſs themſelves thus: © Since your glory, af- 
e ter the battles of Schellenberg, Hockſtedt, and 
© Ramillies, can receive no addition by the great- 
« neſs of your vid ories, we deſire it may by their 
* number. We deſire you to believe, that the 
e efteem which we have for your excellency's 
* perſon, and rare merit, cannot be greater.“ 

In the two following anſwers, which his Grace 
returned, he gives an account of the tranſactions 
before Ghent, 

% Yeſterday, ſays he, after our arrival in this 
« camp, in the afternoon, the magiſtrates of the 
c city came to make their. ſubmithon, and we 
c have written to them, in concert with Meſſicurs 
« the deputies, a letter to the ſame effect, as 
« we did to the city of Bruſſels; and we doubt 
e not but they will follow their example. The 
« Prince of Vintimille, governor thereof, who has 
« been left in the caſtle with a battalion of Spa- 
* niards, had ſent to me propoſals; but I am 
« perſuaded he will ſurrender, as well as the 
& Marquis de Deinſe, governor of Bruſſels. We 
are ſending a detachment to Bruges, to oye 


Book III. 
« ſubmiiſion; and I have juſt now written two 


Joan Duke 2f Marlborough. 


letters, one to the Marquis de Terracina, go- 


«c 
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vernor of the citadel of Antwerp, wherein are 


4 Spanith battalions ; and the other to the ma- 


giltrates, to exhort tnem to ſubmit, Quarter- 
maſter General Cadogan is entruſted with thoſe 


letters, from which 1 expect a good ſucceſs.” 


This letter was dated the firſt day of June, 
In another, two days after, his Grace 


tells them: * That according to what he did 


himſelf the honour to write to their high 
Mightineſſes, the caſtle of Ghent was obliged 
to ſurrender the next day : the Spaniſh bat- 
talion, conſiſting of 400 men, with the Colo- 
nel, the Marquis de Los Rios, and all the of- 
ficers, being made priſoners of war; but that 
all the ſoldiers, except 50, declared for King 
Charles. The ſummons, ſays he, we ſent to 
Bruges, and the country of Francq, has had the 
deſired effect. The magiſtrates came hither this 
morning to make their ſubmuihon, and acknow- 
ledged their lawful Sovereign ia due form. We 
cauſed a battalion of the troops of Flanders to 
march thereinto, and another was ſent to Dam- 
me, which the enemy had abandoned : But what 
is more ſurpriſing (till, is, that having yeſter- 
day cauſed Oudenarde to be ſummoned, and 


His ſecond. 


Bruges ſub- 


mils, 


this upon their refuſal ordered that day Lieutenant- 

the General Scholten to march thither with 7 bat- 

we * talions, 4 pieces of cannon and 2 mortars, the 

curs « garriſon, conſiſting of three battalions, imme- 

„as * diately capitulated, and a French battalion 

oubt * therein has obtained leave to retire. The o- 4s does 
The * ther 2 battalions, being Spaniards, and the Oudenarde, 
o has * governor, have declared for King Charles; and 

Spa- at this inſtant I am informed, that our men have 

am * got into the place. This morning I received a 
« the letter from Brigadier Cadogan, whom I had 

We * ſent to ſummon Antwerp, whereby it appears, 
ceive that we had not been rightly informed of the 

their 0 * ſtrength 
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te ſtrength of that garriſon ; ſince he informs me, 
“that there are 5 French, and as many Spaniſh 


„ battalions therein. However, he acquaints me, 


* that they ſeem'd diſpos d to ſurrender upon 
* honourable terms; whereupon, having adviſed 
« with Meſſieurs the deputies and M. d' Auxer- 
querque, and conſidered the importance of that 
e place, and how precious time is to us, we have 
* ſent a full power to the Brigadier to grant them 
e reaſonable terms, of which we expect an ac- 
count to morrow. 

* The hand of God appears viſibly in all this, 
« ſtriking the enemy with ſuch a terror, as obliges 
« them to deliver up ſo many ſtrong places, and 
« large countries, without offering the leaſt re- 


* ſiſtance. 


This has encouraged me to ſummon the 
« towns of Dendermonde and Oſtend; and for that 
«« purpoſe I have ſent detachments with ktters 
« forthe governors. We have made our bridges, 
and the neceſſary diſpoſitions to paſs the Scheld 
« and the Lys to-morrow. I am informed, from 
« M. Scholten, that the 3 battalions of the gar- 
e riſon of Oudenarde are all marched away, the 
«« French to Courtray, and the other towards 
„ Mons. 

The 4th the army marched from Marlebeck, 
and having paſſed the Scheld and the Lys, came be- 
tween Deinſe and Nivelle. The 5th they advanced 
to Arzelle, where they continued the 6th, That 
day the garriſon of Antwerp ſurrendered upon 
articles; and 5 French and as many Spaniſh bat- 
talions, in garriſon there, obtained leave to march 
out with all the marks of honour, and to be con- 
ducted to Queſnoy. They were to march out the 
19th ; which was accordingly executed. The 
Marquis de Terracina, governor of the citadel, 
declared for King Charles: and his example was 
followed by a great many other officers, and molt 
of the ſoldiers of the Spaniſh nation. 4 
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The 7th the deputies of the States of Flanders 
attended my Lord Duke, and the deputies of the 
States-general, with the reſolution they had taken 
the day before in their aſſembly at Ghent; which 
his Highneſs and their excellencies approved, The 
contents of it was, that they acknowledged King 


Charles for their lawfal Sovereign, and prayed to 


be maintained 1n their privileges. | 
The artillery not being come up, the arm 
was unable to undertake any thing for ſeveral 
days, My Lord Duke therefore took that op- 
portunity to make a trip to the Hague, to confer 
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The States of 
Flanders ac- 
knowledge 
King * 


His Grace 


with the States-general about the further opera- 4% #9 ihe 


tions of war, and ſome other maters of the high- 
eſt importance, He ſet out the 8th in the mor- 
ning, and arrived there the th. His Grace left 
the army under the command of M. d' Auver- 
querque, who made a detachment to block up 
the town of Dendermonde. My Lord Duke, 
having finiſhed his negotiations at the Hague, re- 
turned the 13th to the army, having been recei- 
ved at Antwerp with extraordinary marks of 
reſpect. He was met at Merxem, two leagyes 
from Antwerp, by the biſhop of that city, at- 
tended by all the Clergy, both ſecular and regu- 
lar, who aſſured his Grace of their inviolable 
loyalty and affection to King Charles III, and to 
the houſe of Aultria : acknowledging, at the ſame 
time, his Grace to have been the glorious inſtru- 
ment of their happy deliverance from the ty- 
ranny of France, under which they had labour- 
ed ever ſince the death of King Charles II. The 
Margrave of Antwerp, with the burgomaſters, and 
the reſt of the Magiſtrates, attended his Grace at 
ſome diſtance from the city; where the firſt pen- 
ſionary, in the name of the reſt, made a ſpeech 
to the ſame purpoſe as the Clergy had done before, 
and preſented his Grace the keys of the town ; 
telling him, they had never been delivered up to 
any perſon ſince the great Duke of Parma, and 
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taken, 
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that after a ſiege of 12 months. His Grace, at 
his entry into the town, was received with all 
the honours and ceremomes uſually paid to their 
Sovereign Princes; 150 of the principal citizens 
going in proceſſion before the coach his Grace 
was in, with hghted flambeaux, to the biſhop's 
palace, where he was ſplendidly entertained and 
lodged that night. The Marquis de Terracina, 
Grandee of Spain, and governor of the Citadel, 
declared for King Charles the third, and waited 
on his Grace during the whole ſolemnity; and 
the ſtreets were crowded with infinite numbers 
of people, continually repeating, with the great- 
elt joy and ſatisfaction imaginable, Long live 
King Charles the third. When the garriſon was 
to march out, according to the capitulation, one 
Spaniſh and one Walloon Regiment ſtaid behind 
entire; and of the other regiments of thoſe coun- 
tries there were ſcarce 150 left when they pal- 
ſed by Bruſſels, moſt of the officers and ſoldiers 
entring into the ſervice of the catholick King; 
as did hkewiſe the Marquis de Winterfeld, Licu- 
tenant-general, and governor of Lierre, who 
commanded tlie garriſon in the city of Antwerp; 
and the Baron de Vrangle, a major-gener al. 

M. d' Auverquerque marched the 1 5th, with 
a detachment, to form the ſieges of Oſtend and 
Newport ; and Lieutenant-General Fagel marched 
at the ſame time with another body, and in the 
evening took Plaſſendael, ſword in hand. There 
were above 200 men 1n the town, under the com- 
mand of a Lieutenant-Colonel, and ſome of 
them were put to the ſword. Thoſe troops ad- 
yanced, and took the bridge of Santworde, ſe- 
curing thereby ſome ſluices. They marched the 
next day to approach Oſtend, which was cloſely 
blocked up at fea, by a Squadron under the com- 
mand of Sir Stafford Fairborn. 

Theſe tranſactions in the Netherlands appear ſo 


glorious, from the letters and other authentic 
» — accounts 
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accounts we have inſerted, that few particulars 
can be added to them. We ſhall only take notice, 
that as all the generals in the battle of Ramillies 
gained a great deal of honour, ſo all of them were 
expoſed to the greateſt danger. My Lord Duke 
was unhorſed twice; and the firſt time Captain 
Moleſworth, one of his aids-de- camp, was very 
inſtrumental in ſaving his life. That gentleman 
threw himſelf off his horſe, remounted his Grace, 
and, tho' he was on foot in the midſt of the enemy, 
he had the good fortune to eſcape, 
verquerque was in great danger of his life; for 
beſides the dangers in the fight, that are common 
to all, a Bavarian officer, whoſe life he had pre- 
ſerved out of meer generoſity, would have killed 
him, had not ſome of his retinue prevented the 
blow, and ſhot the ruffian. One thing may be 
mentioned for its great oddneſs, tho' ſix years 
before it would have been more ſingular. It is, 
that the Lord John Hay, who commanded a 
regiment of Scots dragoons, when the regi- 
ment of foot, called the King's, conſiſting of 1200 
men, ſubmitted to him and ſurrendered their arms 
and colours, ordered, to prevent their running 
away, and the neceſſity of ſetting a ſtrong guard 
over them, that every man ſhould cut a piece out 


of the wailtband of his breeches, which obliged 


to hold them up with one hand; and in that poſ- 
ture they marched with a guard only of 25 dra- 
goons and a ſerjeant. King Charles of Sweden did 
ſomething like this by the Muſcovites, after the 
battle of Narva. 
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Dangers of 
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M. d' Au- 


rd 2 The princi 
While his Grace was obtaining theſe laurels, ls 5 


the Emperor ſent a decree to the Diet of the Em- geheim con- 


pire, importing, that having thought fit to create .d to the 


the Duke of Marlborough a Prince of the Empire, Dube. 


in conſideration of his eminent ſervices, he had 
erected the county of Mindelheim into a principa- 
lity, and given it to that prince, to qualify him to 
fit and vote in the college of princes of the Em- 
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pire; and that therefore his Majeſty recommended 
to them to admit his plenipotentiary thereinto, 
without any delay, that the ſaid prince of Mindel- 
heim might be encouraged more and more to conti- 
nue his ſervices to Germany and the common cauſe. 

The Duke having appointed Mr. Stepney to 
take poſſeſhon of his principality, and her Britiſh 
Majeſty having been pleaſed to allow the ſaid Mr. 
Stepney, her envoy extraordinary and plenipoten- 
tiary to the Imperial court, to take poſſeſhon 
of it in his Highneſs's name, the ceremony was 
performed in the rown-hall, May the 24th, and 
the next day by the officers, Magiſtrates, burg- 
hers, and other ſubjects of the principality. Count 
Konigſeg, one of the Emperor's privy-council, 
and his firſt commiſhoner for this act, declared, 
that his Imperial Majeſty had transferred on the 
Duke, in conſideration of his important ſervices, 
all his right to the {aid principality ; in teſtimony 
whereof a ſecretary of the feudal-court read the 
letter of inveſtiture, and then a patent, where- 
by the officers and ſubjects were ſirſt diſcharged 
from the obedience and vaſſalage which they 
ſwore a year before to his Imperial Majeſty, upon 
the death of Maximilian, late Duke of Bavaria. 
They were afterwards directed to take a new oath 
of homage to the Duke of Marlborough; as Prince 
of Mindelheim, which was adminiſter d to them, 
by Mr. Stepney's order in the preſence of count 
Konigſeg, and two other Imperial commiſſioners, 
who had before the joint adminiſtration of that 
country. The whole ceremony was performed 
with a great deal of decency; and the people 
in general gave all demonſtrations of their ſatis- 


faction, in being under his Highneſs's protection. 
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nt H O' Oftend was inveſted the 20th of 1706 
'S, June, the getting of faſcines and other 
at neceſſary things prevented the opening Siege of 
ed the trenches till 28th at night, when that work Oſtend, 
le was performed by Lieutenant-General Fagel, 

is having under him Major-General Lauder and 

n. Brigadier Amama, with 2 colonels, and 2000 


ſoldiers or pioneers, ſupported by 4 battalions, 
The 3d of July Sir Stafford Fairborn came a- 
ſhore to confer with M. d' Auverquerque, and 
8 reſolved that the next day his bomb - veſſels ſhould 


draw near the place to bombard it, while * 
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did the fame thing on the land- ſide. This was 
ſo well executed, that in a few hours the town 
was on fire in ſeveral places. The next day the 
Duke of Marlborough came into the army, and, 
having dined with M. d Auverquerque, went to 
view the approaches. His Grace was ſaluted by 
the cannon of the men of war under Sir Stafford 
Fairborn, and returned the ſame evening to his 
army at Rouſſelaer. The fame night the coun- 
terſcarp was attacked, and a lodgment made 
thereon, without any great reſiſtance. The bat- 
teries continued to play with great ſucceſs the 5th 
and 6th, and the garriſon, ſceing preparations 
made for ſtorming the place, thought fit to beat 
a parley, and the following capitulation was 
agreed upon : 

« 1, That the garriſon ſhould march out on- 
ly with their ſwords by their ſides, and their bag- 
gage, upon condition that they ſhould not ſerve 
for {ix months againſt King Charles III, and his 
Allies. 2. That the Spaniſh troops ſhould be 
conducted to Mons, and the French to Dunkirk, 
3, 4, and 5, That all the engineers and officers 
belonging to the artillery, the governor of Dam- 
me, and the commiſſaries of proviſions, both Spa- 
niards and French, ſhould be allowed to march 
out upon the ſame conditions as the garriſon. 
6. That all the ſick and wounded, both officers 
and ſoldiers, ſhould be ſent, thoſe of Spain to 
Mons, and thoſe of France to Dunkirk ; and that 
they and the comptrollers, phyſicians, under- 


takers, ſurgeons, apothecaries, and others be- 


longing to the hoſpital, ſhould be ſupplied with 
a ſufficient number of covered waggons ; but that 


the wagpons ſhould be liable to be viſited, and 


their chargesſhould be borne by the two crowns.” 
Theſe were the principal articles, and the garri- 
ſon marched out accordingly the 8th of June; 
but two Spaniſh battalions, and 4 troops of dra- 
goons of the ſame pation, did not make above 60 
* | 


men; 
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men ; all the reſt having deſerted to return home, 
or liſt themſelves in the ſervice of the Allies. 
Licutenant-Gencral Spaar was appointed gover- 
nor of this place. 

M. d' Auverquerque having cauſed the ap- 
proaches to be levelled, and left a good garriſon in 
Oſtend and Plaſſendael, marched to join the Duke 
of Marlborough, who advanced the 8th from 
Rouſſelaer to Herlebeck, took poſſeſſion of Cour- 
tray, and the 11th advanced to Helchin on the 
Scheld, where he ordered four bridges to be laid 
over that river. The country people between the 
Scheld and the Lys were commanded to level the 
lines. The Prince-Royal of Pruſſia arrived in this 
camp to ſerve as a voluntier under his Grace, and 
was received with all the reſpects due to his high 
birth: and the troops of Pruſſia and Hanover, with 
3000 Palatines, having joined the grand army, 
they made all the neceſſary diſpoſitions for a ſiege. 
The French, by means of their ſluices, had ren- 
dered the Lys unnavigable below Menin. Gene- 
ral Saliſh was therefore ſent, with a ſtrong de- 
tachment, to break down the ſluices between Ar- 
mentieres, Liſle, and Menin, to free the courſe of 
the Lys, that the boats loaden with artillery and 
ammunition might come up from thence to Cour- 

tray. Mean time, the Duke of Marlborough and 
the Prince of Pruſſia, attended by ſeveral generals, 
advanced within a mile of Tournay, to take a nar- 
row view of that place, The Elector of Bava- 
ria, who, after his quitting Ghent,retired to Mons, 
left that place alſo, upon advice of the Duke of 
Marlborough's being arrived on the Scheld, and 
would not ſuffer an Opera which they had pre- 
pared at Mons to be repreſented for the anniver- 
fary of his birth-day. 
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His Grace having reſolved to beſiege Menin, in The frege of 


order to execute his further projects, General 

Saliſh was commanded for that ſervice. The 

trenches were opened in the night between — 
3 


Menin, 
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1706 3d and ꝗth of Auguſt, by two attacks. The ap- 
WY proaches were carried on with all poſſible dili- 
gence, and the battenes being got ready to fire, 
the gth of Auguſt they began to batter the place, 
and made ſuch a progreſs therein, that on the 

3 18th the Allies ſtormed the counterſcarp. 
_ — - T bis proved the bloodieſt action that has been 


in any ſiege ſince the attack of the covert- way 
of Keyſerwaert. Lieutenant- General Scholts com- 
manded the attack on the right, having under 
him Major-General Pallant and Brigadier Swart- 
rell; and the left was commanded by the Earl of 
Orkney, having under him Major-General de Vil- 
lates, and the Duke of Argyle, Brigadier, There 
were 300 grenadiers at each attack, and as many 
fuſiliers; and the regiments of Lothum, Ingoldſby, 
Pallant, Fagel, Lauder, Vogelin, Goven, Runk, 
and Leers, ſupported them, The attack began 
with ſpringing two mines under the two ſaliant 
angles of the covert-way, which had a good ef- 
ſect; and then the grenadiers advancing with an 
uncommon intrepidity to the palifades, threw 
their grenades into the covert-way, and leaped 
after them, killing all that they found. The enc- 
my made a great reſiſtance, and the firſt 5 batta- 
lions ſuffered very much, by reaſon of the great 
fire they made from the place. But at Jaft the 
Confederates lodged themſelves on the four an- 
gles of the counterſcarp, and began to erect their 
batteries thereon, The loſs on both ſides, in the 
attack of the counterſcarp, was computed at a- 
bove 2000 men, killed and wounded. The be- 
fiegers had 3 engineers killed, and as many 
wounded. The troops followed the example of 
their generals, and behaved themſelves with un- 
parallel'd bravery. The Duke of Argyle diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf in a particular manner on thus 
occaſion ; as his Grace did at the ſiege of 
Oſtend. | 
80 The 
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The Duke of Vendome threatening to attempt 1506 
the relief of Menin, the Duke of Marlborough 
cauſed his army to make a motion, the left ad- M. de Ven- 
vancing to Lawe near Menin, that he might be dme threat- 
in a condition to fight the French if they made any ens to relieve 
motion towards the latter place. This ſiege had the place. 
colt the Allies but few men before the attack of 
the counterſcarp, and not one officer of note ex- 
cept Brigadier Capol, and a ſon of the late Earl 
of Athlone. Count Corneille, fon to M. d' 
Auverquerque, known in the army by the title of 
Count Naſſau Oudenburg, Brigadier-General of 
horſe, going into the trenches with the Princes 
of Naiſau-Dillenburg, out of curioſity, was 
| wounded. | 
The 19th, at night, the Allies began two ſaps, Progreſs of 
in order to make a deſcent into the ditch ; and the beſtegers. 
they worked upon the batteries on the counter- 


ſcarp. The 20th they finiſhed two batteries, one 
y of 6 and the other of 5 pieces of cannon, which 
: began to fire upon the baſtion and ravelin, the 
, next morning, at break of day; and 2 more 
f battalions being perfected, were ready to play 


the 22d in the morning. The Duke going thi- 
ther at the ſame time, to ſee what progreſs was 
made, the governor beat a parley; whereupon 


g the hoſtages were exchanged about 9 that morn- 
: ing. | 
. The garriſon deſired, among other things, The Gover 
e that they might be allowed four days from the vor offers ar- 
* date of the capitulation to expect ſuccours ; and *'* + of ca- 
* if they were not relieved in that time, a gate or 
y ſhould then be delivered up. 2 
. This article they propoſed was refuſed; and it The capitulg- 
* was agreed in the evening, that they ſhould de- * conclude 
4; hver up the gate of Bruges the next day, being on 
1s the 23d, at ꝙ in the morning: that they ſhould 
* march out with the marks of honour, but ſhould 

carry away with them only 4 pieces of cannon 
be and 2 mortars,and ſhould be conducted to Douay # 


that 
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1706 that they ſhould be provided with waggons and 
boats: that theirfick and wounded, who could 


The garriſon 
marehes out. 


not be removed, ſhould be taken care of in the 
town at their own charge: that as to the debts 
of any of the garriſon, they ſhould not be ſtop- 
ped for them, provided they gave ſuch ſecurity 
for the payment thereof as ſhould be accepted by 
their creditors: that 8 covered-waggons ſhould 
be allowed them: that the priſoners on both ſides 
ſhould be ſet at liberty, as deſired. It was agreed, 
that the capitulation ſhould be ſigned by the 
General who commanded the ſiege, as is uſual in 
like caſes; and the Allies pronuſed that care 
ſhould be taken to prevent any diſorder, and juſ- 
tice ſhould be done immediately upon any com- 
plaint. In purſuance of this capitulation, the 
Duke of Argyle took poſſeſſion of the gate of 
Bruges, the 23d in the morning, with a guard 
of 200 men. The ſurrender of this garriſon hap- 
pened ſome days ſooner than the Allies could 
have expected, conſidering their numbers and the 
ſtrength of the place; and that there were very 
conliderable magazines, both of ammunition and 
roviſions. 

The 25th, in the morning, the garriſon of 
Menin, conſiſting of 12 battalions of foot, and 3 
ſquadrons of diſmounted dragoons, making in all 
about 4300 men, marched out with the uſual 
marks of honour, under a guard of 200 of the 
Confederate horſe, who conducted them the next 
day to Douay. The French officers owned they 
had upwards of 1000 men killed and wounded 
during the ſiege ; but it appeared they loſt many 
more, and ſeveral deſerted as they marched out. 
M. de Caraman, the commander, ſaluted the Duke 


of Marlborough, and made his Grace a compli- 


ment as he paſſed by in the rear of the garriſon, 
Major-General Welderen, being appointed to com- 
mand in Menin, took poſſeſſion of the town the 


ſame day with 5 Dutch battalions of foot. I he 
| h Allics 


they ſubmitted to be priſoners of war, and imme- 
diately delivered up the Mechlin- gate. The gar- „d priſon- 
niſon was conducted to Holland: it conſiſted of ers of war, 
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lies found in the place 5 5 pieces of braſs cannon, 
and 10 of iron, beſides ſeveral other pieces that 
were buried under- ground; 6 mortars, 810 dou- 
ble barrels of powder, 387 double barrels of muſ- 
ket-ball, beſides a great quantity of all other 
ſorts of ammunition, As to the loſs of the Allies 
in this ſiege, it amounted to near 3000 men kil- 
led and wounded. 

The Duke of Marlborough, upon viſiting the 
to: vn of Menin, after the garriſon was marched 
out, found among the artillery 4 pieces of can- 
non with the arms of England, taken at the 
battle of Landen; which his Grace directed to 
be ſent to England. He then gave orders for 
the beſieging of Dendermonde, in form, and Ge- 
neral Churchill was appointed to command the 
ſie ge. 

The iſt of September, three days after the 
ſiege began, the Duke of Marlborough arrived in 
the camp to preſs on the attack, where the batte- 
ries had almoſt ruined two of the redoubts. The 
next day was employed in forming the batteries a- 
gainſt the town, which began to fire, the 4th, with 
ſuch ſucecſs, that a breach was almoſt practicable 
by the next morning, when the beſiegers attacked 
the redoubt at the Bruſſels port. The enemy 
retired in ſuch confuſion, that they were purſued 
to the gates of the town. The garriſon there- 
upon beat a parley; but they inſiſting upon an ho- 
nourable capitulation, orders were given for re- 
newing the attack. The governor then deſired a 
little longer time; and at five in the afternoon 


2 French regiments of foot, a Spaniſh battalion, 
700 men drawn out of ſeveral other regiments, 
and 200 dragoons mounted. Thus, after 7 days 
lege, the Duke of Marlborough became maſter of 
a place, that has formerly baMed the French King's 

P army, 


1 
The garriſon 93 


Tie ſiege of 
Dendermonde 
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1706 amy, who beſieged it in perſon, His Grace ap- 

pointed Brigadier Meredith to command here with 

a garriſon of 500 men, beſides the regiment of 
Sarra-Blanca. 

The fiege of M. d' Auverquerque having inveſted the town 

Aeth. of Aeth with 40 battalions and 30 ſquadrons, the 

trenches were opened the 20th of September, and 

the works were carried on with ſo much ſucceſs, 

that on the 29th the beſiegers made a lodgment 


on the covert-way, and in the night between the 


laſt of September and the iſt of October, they took 
poſſeſſion of the counter- guard before the baſtion 
which was attacked. This obliged the garriſon 
to beat a parley, and they ſent two officers, to 
demand an honourable capitulation, M. d'Au- 
verquerque gave them to underſtand, that they 
were to expect no other terms than to be priſo- 
ners of war; but that, out of courteſy, he would 
allow the officers their ſwords and baggage, and 
the ſoldiers their knapſacks, giving them half an 
hour's time to conſider of it, The Dutch gere- 
ral ſent one of his adjutants with them, to know 
the governor's reſolution, who brought word at 
rſt, that he would not agree to it; upon which, 
oſtilities were renewed, But the next morning 
they beat a parley a ſecond time, and the ſame two 
officers were again ſent out, one of them being a 
colonel, and the other adjutant to the Duke of 
Vendome. After ſome conteſt, it was agreed, 
The ęarriſin That the garrifon ſhould ſurrender themſelves pri- 
furrenters ſoners of war, Accordingly, on the qth of Oclo- 
priſoners of ber, 1 50 officers, and about 600 ſoldiers, which 
War . were the whole number, beſides almoſt 300 ſick 
and wounded left in the hoſpitals, that remained 
of 2100, were ſent to Ghent, to be embarked 
there for Bergen-op-zoom, 
The Duke of The Duke of Marlborough continued encamp- 
Marlboro gh ed at Gramez all this while, to cover the ſiege of 


covers that Arth; and the Duke of Vendome contented him- 
Se ſelf 
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ſelf to behold the taking of that place, with the 

ſame tranquillity with which he had ſeen the ta- 

king of Menin. The forces of the Allies, being 

joined again, encamped in the plain of Cambron, 
| from whence Major-General Murray was detach- 
ed with 10 battalions to fortify Courtray. The 
| | French army lay between Mons and Conde, and 
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» © their General ordered all the garriſons in the at 

t French Flanders to join his army, as if he was re- * 

C ſolved to oppoſe the ſiege of Mons. 3: 

k The ſeaſon of the year being now too far ad- i 

n vanced to undertake any other ſiege in the Nether- oy 

n lands, the Duke of Marlborough reſolved to ſepa- _ 
0 rate his army in the beginning of November, and = 
1 went to Bruſſels the 27th of October, attended by 5 

7 Mr. Stepney, her Majeſty's Envoy-Extraordinary, 

0- and ſeveral general officers, His Grace was met 

1d at ſome diitance from the town by General = = ** 

ad Churchill, Count Zinzendorf, and other perſons of —* Þs 7 FE 

an quality, with whom, at the repeated requeſt of tic reception 

e- the magiſtrates, he made his entry on horſeback, at Bruſſels. 

* At the Anderlecht port his Grace was received by 


the burgomaſter and magiſtrates, who there pre- 
ſented him the keys of honour, and made him 
a very handſome ſpeech ; expreſſing their grati- 
tude to her Majeity of Great-Bnitain and the Eng- 
liſh nation, and to his Grace, the glonous inſtru- 
ment of their deliverance, The itreets through. 
which his Grace paſſed, were filled with a great 
concourſe of nobility and gentry, and lined with 
the burghers under arms, The people made 
loud acclamations, and gave all other demonſtra- 
tions of joy; the cannon in the mean time firing 
from the ramparts. In a word, the ſame ho- 
nours were paid to his Grace as were formerly to- 
the Dukes of Burgundy. His. Grace alighted 


umPp- at the palace of Orange, where he was compli» 
ge of mented by the council of State, the States of Bra- 
bim. bant, and the chief of the clergy. The 28th in 
{cif 72 the: 
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the morning the magiſtrates waited on him again 


iin a body, and preſented him with what they 


The treops go 


call e auine of honour, which was brought in a 
tun, gilded, and painted with his Grace's arms, 
upon a carriage, with ſtreamers, drawn by 6 
horſes, preceded by trumpets and kettle-drums, 
and attended by a cavalcade of young ſtudents on 
horſeback, finely cloathed, with devices in their 
hands in honour of his Grace, repreſenting the 
great actions of that campaign. The next day 
his Grace ſet out from Bruſſels on his return to 
the army, having during his ſtay received all poſ- 
{ible marks of honour and reſpect from the whole 
city, 

The army, being marched to St. Quintin Lin- 


into It inter- nick, ſeparated the 6th of November, and the 


guartkers. 


is Grace at 


Ihe Hiagſie. 


troops filed off to their reſpective garriſons, I he 
Engliſh forces were quartered in Ghent under 
their own general; the Danes in Bruges, and the 
Pruſſians and the Lunenburghers along the Demer, 
and berween the Macſe and the Rhine. The 
Dutch troops were m ſeveral places, under their 
reſpective generals. M. d'Auverquerque comman- 
ded in chief in the Netherlands, (the Duke of 
Marlborough having refuſed that honour, as well 
as the whole civil government of the conquered 
provinces ) and reſided at Bruſſcls during the 
Winter. 

The Duke of Marlborough arrived the 8th of 
November at the Hague, and received the com- 
pliments of the States and foreign miniſters on his 
wonderful campaign. His Grace had ſeveral 
conferences with the deputies of the Statcs, 
wherein they agreed, that the ſteps France had 
made towards a peace, ſhould be communicated 
to the miniſters of the Allies, to take off all ful- 
picions of ſecret negotiations, and encourage them 
to redouble their efforts againſt the next can 


ign. 
15 8 Pur- 


—— — 
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Purſuant to this reſolution, the States having 1706 
deſired the miniſters of the potentates that were 


in the grand alliance to be preſent at an extra- Overtures of 
ordinary congreſs, their deputies. for foreign af- peace made bys 


fairs made a notification to them that gave them 
great ſatisfaction, They owned; that France had 
formerly, by ſome private perſons, made general 


intimations of their willingneſs to treat of peace, 


and that laſt Winter the Marquis d' Alegre had 
preſented the States a formal memorial on the 
fame ſubject, the ſubſtance of which was read to 
the congreſs: that they had given no ear to theſe 
advances, nor communicated them to the Allies, 


becauſe they did not judge them worth imparting 


to them. But that, in October paſt, the Elector 
of Bavaria had written a letter to the Duke of 
Marlborough, and another to the field-deputies: 
of the States; which two-letters and the anſwers: 
that had been returned. to them, were allo com- 
municated to the congreſs. The firſt of theſe 
letters, and. the Dake's anſwer, are as follows :. 
the other letter and anſwer we ſhall omit, as being, 
the ſame in ſubſtance with what we inſert. The 
Elector expreſſes himſelf thus: 


known his difpoſitions for promoting a general 
peace, been looked upon, by ill-deſigning per- 
ſons, as an artifice to diſunite the Allies, and 
make an advantage of the miſunderſtanding 
that might be created amongſt them, has re-- 
ſolved to ſhew the ſincerity of his intentions, 

by renouncing all ſecret negotiations, and o- 
penly propoſing conferences, in which means 
may be found for re-eſtabliſhing the tranquillity: 
of Europe. 


P'3 «© The 


France com 
municated to 


the Allies. 


* Fu E Moſt Chriſtian: King, Sir, finding Aletter from 
that ſome overtures of peace, which he the Eleglo- of 

had cauſcd to be made by private ways, had, Bavaria to 

* inſtead of producing the good effect of making !he Duke of” 


M arlborough” 


— 2 1 E —— — 
> n — 4 1 = Y - * 
ks 2 r >= ESSE, r , — — 2 
9 "»- 45 _ 1 4 ry = FE 4 SC RY A 2 
6 


1706 


cc 


The HISTORY of Bock IV. 
©« The Moſt Chriſtian King is pleaſed to com- 
miſhon me to inform you of this, and to de- 
fire you to acquaint the Queen of England 
with it, 

« I give the like notification, on the part of 
the Moſt Chriſtian King, to the States-General, 
by a letter that I have written to their ſield- 
deputies: '2nd he would do the like with re- 
gard to the other potentates that are at war 
with him, had they miniſters ſo near at hand 
as you are, to receive the like intimation; he 
having no deſign to exclude any of the ſaid po- 
tentates from the negotiation that ſhall be be- 
gun in the conferences he propoſes. 
Further, for advancing a good ſo great and 
neceſſary to Europe, which has too long ſuffe- 
red the inevitable calamities of war, he con- 
ſents, that a place may forthwith be choſen 
between the two armies, and after their ſepara- 
tion between Mons and Bruſſels, in which, 
with you, Sir, (with whom the intereſts of Eng- 
land are fo ſafely intruſted) the deputies the 
Statesſhall pleaſe to nominate, and the perſons 
whom the King of France ſhall impower, they 
may open their intentions upon ſo important an 
affair. | 
] am extremely pleaſed, Sir, to have ſuch 
an - occaſion to make you this overture, being 

rſuaded it will leave no room for making a 
doubt of the ſentiments of his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty: and as it may be ſo beneficial to all 
Europe, you will be glad to give an account of 
this to the Queen of England, without loſs of 
time, and to whomſoever elſe you ſhall think 
fit, I ſhall expect your anſwer, Sir, to com- 
municate to the Moſt Chriſtian King ; and ſhall 
always be ready, Sir, to do you ſervice.” 

Mons, Oct. 21, Signed, 
1706, M. Emanuel 1 
0 
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To which his Grace returned the followin 


anſwer : | 


S I X, | 

AVING communicated to the Queen, 

my miſtreſs, what your electoral highneſs 
did me the honour to write to me in your letter 
of the 21ſt of laſt month, of the intenti- 
ons of the molt Chriſtian King to endeavour to 
re-eſtabliſh the tranquillity of Europe, by con- 
ferences to be held for that purpoſe between 
deputies on both hides; her majeſty has eom- 
manded me to anſwer your electoral-highneſs, 
that it is a pleaſure to her to be informed of 
the King's inclination to agree to the making 
of a ſolid and laſting peace with all the Allies. 
As this is the ſole end that obliged her Majeſty 
to continue this war till now; ſo ſhe will be 
very glad to conclude it in concert with all her 
Allies, on conditions that may ſecure them 
from all apprehenſions of being forced to take 
up arms again after a ſhort interval, as hap- 
pened laſt time, Her majeſty is alſo willing 
I ſhould declare, that the is ready to enter, 
jointly with all the high Allies, into juſt and 
neceſſary meaſures for ſettling ſach a peace; 
her majeſty being determined not to enter upon 


any negotiation without the participation of 


her ſaid Allies, But the way of Conferences 
that is propoſed, without more particular de- 


clarations on the part of his moſt Chriſtian 


Majeſty, does not ſeem proper to her for at- 
taining a truly ſolid and laſting peace. Their 
lordſhips the States-Generals are of the ſame 
opinion, Therefore your electoral highneſs 
will rightly judge, that it is neceſſary to think of 
other more ſolid means to attain ſo great an end, 
to which her Majeſty will contribute with all the 
lincerity that can be wiſhed, having nothing ſo 
much 'at heart as the relief of ber * 
N cc an 
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| & and the — of Europe. Vour Electoral 
« Highneſs will always do me the juſtice, to be 
&« perſuaded of the reſpect with which 1 have the 

* honour to be, Cc. 
Hague, Nov. 20, 1706. MARLBOROUGH, 


After reading theſe pieces, the deputies of the 
States made a ſpeech to the congreſs, purſuant to 
take of their inſtructions. They ſet forth, © That peace 
the States de- could not but be extremely agreeable to them, 
puties on this and no doubt to all the other high Allies, if 
eccaſion, s it could be had on ſuch terms as might reaſon- 

« ably promiſe for its being firm and laſting ; but 
« that the Conference propoſed, without a more 
* particular diſcovery of the intention of France, 
or without a probable certainty, or appear- 
«* ance, of good ſucceſs, did not ſeem to their High 
Mightineſſes, to be a proper means for attain- 
ing it, but rather a means to divert the thoughts 
of war, and of the great preparations the 
« enemy made, and to lull ſome of the Allies a- 
* ſleep by the hopes of peace: that their High 
Mightineſſes, for their own parts, were re- 
* ſolved to ſtick to the meaſures they had taken, 
« and to the alliance made, which God had 
5 hitherto ſo wonderfully bleſt, and to execute 
and obſerve ſincerely what was ſtipulated and 
% promiſed by the treaties; and therefore ot 
“ to enter into any negotiation of peace, but 
“ jointly with their high Allies, and not without 
* communicating to them faithfully, conformably 
* to the ſaid treaties, the overtures that might 
be made to them on thns ſubject; expecting 
that the high Allies would do no leſs on their 


« 


TheDuke and The grand penſionary, and the Duke of Marl- 
the States jor borough, ſpoke very nobly and prudently on this 
continuing the occaſion, and both concluded for continuing the 
war, war. They alſo defired the miniſters to write to 


their principals, to exhort thee to exert their bet 
\- 4 eſtorts 
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efforts for carrying on the war effectually, and to 
take example by England and Holland, who were 
determined to make a moſt vigorous campaign. 
The aſſembly was exceedingly charmed and ſa- 
tisfhed with the ſincere, obliging, and honeſt com- 
munication of the aforeſaid premiſes, After this 
his Grace, having finiſhed his affairs at the Hague, 
ſet out for England, where he arrived towards the 
end of November, | 

On the 3d of December the Houſe of Commons 
reſolved, nemine contradicente, that the thanks 
of their houſe be given to his Grace the Duke of 
Marlborough, for his eminent ſervice to her 
Majeſty and this kingdom, in the great and glo- 
rious victory and ſucceſſes obtained over the com- 
mon enemy in the laſt campaign; and appointed 
a comnittee to attend the Duke of Marlborough 
with the ſaid thanks. He was attended upon the 
next day, and told them, in anſwer to their ſpeech; 
That if any thing could add to his ſatisfaction 
in the ſervices he had endeavoured to do to 
the Queen and his country, it would be the 
* particular notice which the houſe of commons 
«* was pleaſed to take of them, ſo much to his 
“ advantage,” | | 

On the 5th of the ſame month, the Duke ha- 
ving taken his ſeat in the houſe of Lords, the 
Lord-Keeper, Cowper, informed his Grace, that 
he was commanded by that houſe to give his 
Grace that acknowledgment and thanks for the 
eminent ſervices he had done ſince the laſt ſeſ- 
ſion of parliament to her Majeſty and his country, 
together with the Confederates, in this juſt and 
neceflary war, 1 ha 
* Tho! your ſucceſſes (ſaid that great orator) 
againſt the power of France, while it remained 
unbroken, give molt reaſonable expectation that 
you would not fail to improve them; yet what 
your Grace hath performed this laſt campaign 
* has far exceeded all hopes, even of ſuch as — 

Ho. 66 mo 


His Grace 
receives the 
thanks of the 
houſe of com- 
mons. : 


His anſwer, 


The Lord 
Keeper's 
Speech to him 
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1706 mwoſt affectionate and partial to their country's 
Wyn © intereſt and your glory. The advantages you 
% have gained againſt the enemy are of ſuch a 
* nature, ſo conſpicuous in themſelves, ſo un- 
* doubtedly owing to your courage and conduct, 
*« ſolcnhibly and univerſally beneficial in their con- 
* ſequences to the whole confederacy, that to 
attempt to adorn them with the colouring of 
„ words would be vain and inexcuſable, and there- 
* fore I decline it; the rather, becauſe 1 ſhould 
*« certainly offend that great modeſty which alone 
can and does add luſtre to your actions, and 
« whichin your Grace's example has ſucceſsfully 
% withſtood as great trials as that virtue has met 
& with in any inſtance whatſoever: and I beg 
« leave to ſay, that if any thing could move your 
1 Grace to reflect with much ſatisfaction on your 
« own merit, it would be this, that ſuch an 
« auguſt aflembly docs with one voice praiſe and 
* thank you: an honour, which a judgment ſo 
« ſure as that of your Grace's to think rightly of 
0 every thing, cannot but prefer to the oſtentation 
of a publick triumph.“ On 
His anfwer. His Grace replied, © that he eſteemed ita very 
articular honour which their Lordſhips were plca- 
Eto do him, and that nobody in the world could 
be more ſenſible of it than he, nor more deſirous 
to deſerve the continuance of their favour and 
good opinion.” On the 26th of the: ſame month 
the Houſe of Lords preſented an addreſs to the 
An addreſs Queen; ſetting forth, © that having with much 
of the Lords fatisfaction conſidered the many great a&100s 
for perpetua- as which the Duke of Marlborough had perform d 
duese, « ;nherMajeſty's ſervice,tothe honour of his cour- 
2 — 4% « try, and for the good of the common cauſe of 
"528 Europe, their Lordſhips were deſirous to expreß 
6 the juſt ſenſe they had of his merit, in a peculiar 
« and diſtinguiſhing manner, and, in order to pct- 
« petuate the memory thereof, to ſettle and con- 
. tinue his titles and bonours, with his right 


« of 
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« of precedence, in his poſterity, by act of par- 
«© hament, as the method moſt effectual for that Www 
« end, and beſt ſuiting ſo great an occaſion: but 
« yet, having always a jult regard for the pre- 
e rogatives of the crown (her Majeſty being the 
* ſole fountain of honour) they thought it their 
« duty in the firſt place, to have recourſe to her 
« Majeſty for her royal allowance, before any or- 
« der given for bringing in a bill of ſuch a nature; 
« and at the fame time to deſire her Majeſty would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to let the houſe know in 
« what manner it would be molt acceptable to her 
« Majeſty, that the ſaid titles and honours ſhould 


« he limited. 


Her Majeſty's pleaſure was ſoon ſignified by her 


moſt gracious anſwer, 


« Nothing, ſays ſhe, can be more acceptable 


« to me than your addreſs. I am entirely ſa- oer. 


ce tisfied with the ſervices of the Duke of Marl- 
e borough, and therefore cannot but be pleaſed 


« you have ſo juſt a ſenſe of them. 


«© T muſt not omit to take notice, that the re- 


« give me great ſatis faction. 


ſpectful manner of your proceeding, in deſiring 
my allowance for bringing in the bill, and my 
direction for the limitation of the ne, does 


My intention is, that after the Ae 


of the eſtate which the Duke of Marlborough 
now has in his titles and honours, the ſame 
« ſhould be limited to his eldeſt daughter, and 

the heirs-male of her body, and then to all his 
other daughters ſucceſſively, according to their 


priority of birth, and the heirs male of their 
«* reſpeQive bodies; and afterwards in ſuch man- 


ner as may molt effectually anfwer my deſign 


and your's in perpetuating the memory of his 
merit, by continuing, as far as may be done, 


* his titles and name to all his poſterity. 


J think it would be proper, that the honour 
r manour of Woodltock, and the houſe of 
HBlenheim, 
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1706 £ Blenheim, ſhould always go along with the 
ww < titles; and therefore Irecommend that matter 
4 to your conſideration,” 
Then the Duke of Marlborough, after expreſſing 
the ſenſe he had of the great and diſtinguiſhing ho- 
nour which the houſe had been pleaſed to do him in 
their reſolution, and their application to her Majeſ- 
ty, informed their Lordſhips, © That in relation to 
that part of her Majeſty's gracious anſwer, which 
concerned the eſtate of Woodſtock and the houſe 


His Graces 
ſpeech to the 
Lords, 


the Queen, that thoſe might go along with the 
titles: and I make, ſays he, the like requeſt to 
your Lordſhips, that after the Ducheſs of Marl- 
borough's death ( upon whom they are ſettled in 
jointure) that eſtate and houſe may be limited to 
go always along with the honour,” 
An oft of On the 28th of December, a bill from the Lords, 
parliament for an act for ſettling the. honours and dignities 
for perpctu- of John Duke of Marlborough upon his poſterity, 
ating his ho- and annexing the honour and manour of Wood- 
nours with ſtock, and. houſe of Blenheim, to go along with 
the mann el the ſaid honours, was read three times by the 


Woodſtuck i ( 
and — of Houſe of Commons, and paſſed nemine contradi- 
n. cente: and the very next day it received the roy- 


Blenheim. 


al aſſent, when the Queen told both houſes of par- 
. liament, that the particular notice they had taken 
of the eminent ſervices of the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough was very agreeable to her, and ſhe did not 
doubt would be ſo to the whole kingdom. 

We are now come to the end of that campaign 
in which the Allies gained more advantages than 
in any other during the whole war: and here, 
according to my cuſtom before obſerved, I ſhould 

make ſome reflections by way of recapitulation, 
had not that part been excellently well done to 
my hand, in the petition of the Dutch council of 
war to the States General, as delivered in at the 
end of the year to their High Mightineſſes. It 
goes back to the beginning of the war, and con- 
N tains, 


of Blenheim, he had made his humble requeſt to 
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tains, in few words, a judicious ſummary of all 
the moſt material tranſactions to this time. Tho 
it ſeems to reſpect moſt peculiarly the intereſts of 
the States-General, the reader will find in it a 
faithful repreſentation of whatever concerns the 
grand alliance, and the general reaſons for ma- 
king new efforts in the next campaign, | a 
“ In 1702, ſay they, when the war was be- Fecapitulati- 
gun in theſe parts, as it had been before in 5 "I 
« Italy, the enemy were indeed diſlodged from *7*** 
the frontiers of this State along the Rhine and 
the Maeſe, by the taking of Keyſerſwaert, moſt 
« of the towns and forts in the Spaniſh Gelder- 
„land, and Liege; and the expedition by ſea 
« againſt Spain, after much loitering and fruitleſs 
attempts about Cadiz, was no leſs advantage- 
&* ouſly than luckily terminated at Vigo. But, in 
the mean time, we were not without appre- 
henſion of danger from the enemy's attempts 
« on the ſide of Nimeguen and Hulſt; and the 
« State was obliged, for its better ſecurity, to 
take more troops into ſervice, beſides the re- 
„ cruits and levies that were already made, 
«© Theſe progreſſes and efforts putting the e- Campaign of 
nemy upon recruiting their old troops and raiſ- 73. 
7 « ing new, eſtabliſhing great magazines on their 
« frontiers, and making all manner of preparati- 
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- cc 


= 6 ons to render themſelves ſuperior in arms to 
t « the Allies in all parts, your High Mightineſſes, 

« with her Majeſty the Queen of Great-Britain, 
n «. found it neceſſary, in 1703, to augment your 
in -« forces with 20,000 men more: and tho' the 
5 « military operations on this {ide were not un- 


ce proſperous that year, particularly on the Lower 


n, *« Rhine and the Maeſe, Bon, Huy and Limburg 
to being taken, and tho? that year the King of 
of Portugal and the Duke of Savoy came into the 


grand alliance, yet the affairs of the High Allies 
did not go ſo ſucceſsfully in other parts. In the 
Netherlands, about Maeſtricht and Antwerp, we 

. : I found 
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te found ourſelves in very great danger; and in 
Germany the enemy had ſo great aſuperiority, 


e what with their own and their Confederate 


forces, that early in the Spring, even before 
the winter was well over,they paſſed the Rhine, 


and making themſelves maſters of fort Kehl, 


and other places thereabouts, marched thro? 


very difficult and barren ways to the Danube; 


par the two adjacent and not the leaſt circles 
of the Empire, and even the Archdukedom of 
Auſtria, and county of Tirol, into great per- 
plexity ; took (notwithſtanding the ſuccours 
ſent up by your High Mightineſſes) the for- 
treſſes of Briſac and Landau; and, laſtly, by 
their advantages in the Spierbach, ſpread the 
terror of their arms to the Main and the Mo- 
ſelle. 

« The campaign of 1704 was opened by the 
enemy on the Upper Rhine and the Danube ; 
and,to redreſs the imminent danger it brought 
upon the Allies, and prevent the fatal conſe- 

ences that were apprehended from it, your 

High Mightineſſes, with her Majeſty the Queen 
of Great-Britain, were obliged to fend up a 
very conſiderable number of troops, which had 
ſuch ſucceſs, that a ſtop was put to the pro- 

greſs of the enemy; and by the great battle 
of Hockſtedt, fought ſoon after that at Schel- 
lenberg, all that was loſt was recovered, Briſac 
and fort Kehl only excepted: but in the mean 
time, the arms of the Alles had not the ſame 
ſucceſs in other parts, particularly in Portugal 
and Piedmont ; where, beſides the reduction 
of the Dutchy of Saroy, ſeveral places were 
forced to ſubmit to the enemy, tho' not with- 
out putting them to very great expence of 
blood, eſpecially Verrua, which coſt them a 
hard ſiege of above ſix months. 

« Theſe ſucceſſes, High and Mighty Lords, 


gave us good ground to hope that the enemy, 
+ who 
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« who in the battle of Hockſtedt, and the ſiege 
of Verrua, had in effect loſt two armies, could 
* not repair that loſs, at leaſt not ſo ſpeedily as 
„to hinder the military operations of the Allies 
the next year on the Moſelle and the Saar, and 
* country adjacent, where France is leaſt fortified 
« by art, But the event was very different from 


„ thoſe hopes and appearances, The enemy 


+ took the field firſt again on the Moſelle, with 
« a formidable army, — poſted themſelves in 
4 ſuch a manner, that the army which marched 
<* up thither could undertake no enterprize of 
$6. r At the ſame time the enemy 

appeared ſuperior on the Maeſe; ſo that, to 
« * the ſtate from diſaſter, the troops were 
obliged to come back from the Moſclle : yet 
+ ſach ſucceſs attended them, that, in a little 
% tne after, the enemy's lines in Brabant were 
forced. In Spain, by means of the new ſuc- 
+ cours ſent thither, who took Barcelona, the 


e face of affairs was happily changed; and on 


the Upper Rhine, the arms of the Allies broke 


1 thro! the enemies lines about Haguenau, deep 
into Alſace, On the other hand, the enemy 
reduced all Piedmont, the capital (which was 
* threatened hard too) and two or three other 


« places only excepted. 


© Laſtly, To come to the ſucceſſes of the paſt op 
campaign, they have in ſeveral parts (by the 1706. 


% gogducls of God) been very great and advan- 


4 tageous, beyond all human expectation. In 


„Spain, Barcelona was relieved, and the enemy 


4 * forced to draw off, with the Joſs of almoſt a 


% whole army, and of a conſiderable tram of 
„ artillery, and all manner of ſtores of war. 


„This was attended by the ſubmiſſion of the 


© entire principality of Catalonia, and of the 
5 kingdoms of Valencia and Arragon, to King 


q Charles III; as alſo of ſeyeral maritime places 
in the Mediteraneas In the Netherlands, | 


G | Q2 


F. 
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„ the glorious battle of Ramillies, and the af- 
* fright and confuſion into which it put the ene- 
„ my, three Spaniſh provinces, and ſeveral great 
and opulent cities and places in them, were 
* likewiſe reduced to the obedience of King 
« Charles III; and afterwards ſeveral other 
*« towns, as Oſtend, Menin, Dendermonde, Aeth, 
* were, with uncommon vigour and bravery, 
taken in much leſs time than the like was ever 
* done before. And in Piedmont, the city of 
« Turin was in a moſt wonderful manner — 
e relieved, and the enemy before it routed, and, 
“ with great loſs of men, artillery, and ſtores 
of all ſorts, forced to retire out of Italy over 


« Yet, tho' ſo great, ſo ſurpriſing, fo memo- 
ce rable advantages and victories were obtained, 
« affairs in Spain were firſt brought to the utmoſt 


e extremity, by the enemies forming the ſiege 


* of Barcelona by ſea and land, and — it 
* on with ſo great vigour, that had nat the ſuc- 


cours ſent thither arrived juſt as they did, the 


« place muſt have ſubmitted, to the ruin, it is to 
* be feared, of King Charles's cauſe." On the 


Raine, the enemy, before the German 


«* were out of their quarters and recruited, with 
«*« a conſiderable body of forces raiſed the block- 
*« ade of fort Louis, and afterwards retook Dru- 
« ſenheim and Haguenau, with a great train of 
te artillery that was in it; and, in general, reco- 


* vered all that was taken from them in thofe 
parts the preceding year, and even ſtraitened 
Landau. In Lombardy, the enemy gained a 
great advantage over the Allies near Monte - 


4 chiari, by means whereof they put back their 
operations, and gained time to beſiege Turin, 


rand preſs it very hard. From all this, and alſo 


0 from the affairs of Spain ſeeming at this time 
not to be in fo proſperous a courſe as they 
N were at the opening of this campaign, but to 


require 


the mountains into their own country. F 
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* require new ſuccours, it evidently appears, that 
1% altho' the ſucceſſes of this war have hitherto 
« been very great and advantageous, yet they 
1% have always been accompanied with great difh- 
« culties, toil, and hazard, and have not gone 
* on in ſuch an uninterrupted train, as might 
** well have becn hoped, had the arms of the 
Allies been ſuperior to the enemy in all parts; 
% and as thoſe advantages could not have been 
obtained, ſo neither can they be purſued, if any 
% diminution had been, or ſhould now be made, 
« of the force hitherto employed againſt ſo pow- 
« erful an enemy.“ 

The troops were in motion on both ſides in 


1707 


the month of March, to begin the campaign n 


the Netherlands. The French cavalry was very 


in an indifferent condition; whereas all the troops 
of the Alles were compleatly recruited, and made 
the fineſt appearance in the world, They were 
pretty equal in numbers on both ſides; but the 
French being made up of new-raifed men, chiefly 
forced into the ſervice, the Allies ſeemed almott 
confident of ſucceſs, if they could but engage the 
enemy. 

The Duke of Marlborough, having been de- 
tained ſeveral days at Margate, by contrary winds, 
embarked the 1 3th of April in the evening, de- 
ſigning to reach Oſtend; but the wind changing 


State of the 
well mounted and numerous, but their infantry e ame. 


again, his Grace landed at the Brill the roth, and -;, Duke 7 
the next day arrived at the Hague, to the great farlloraggi 
joy of the miniſters of the Allies, who expected arrives in 
him with the utmoſt impatience. The next day Holland. 


his Grace received and returned ſeveral viſits, and 


on the Sunday following he had a long conference 
with the deputies of the States on the affairs of 


that juncture. Amongſt other things, he told 
them, that it being abſolutely neceſſary to-put an 
end to the troubles in Saxony, occaſioned by the 


preſence gf the King of Sweden in that electorate, 
. 


Q 3 he 
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1907 be was reſolved to go:thither, and had for that 


paorpoſe the neceſſary powers from the Queen his 


miſtreſs, and deſired to have the ſame from their 
High Mightinefſes. The States of Holland and 
Welt-Frieſland met the Wedneſday following in 
the morning, when the penſionary having commu- 


nicated to them the neceſſity of the Duke of 
Marlborough's journey, they heartily concurred 


in thaſe meaſures, and his Grace ſet out the ſame 
Sets out fer evening for Lipſick, by the way of Hanover. 
Saxony» His Grace had ſeveral conferences with M. d' 
Auverquerque, who ſet out the day before his 
departure for Bruſſels, to aſſemble the Confede- 

y rate troops in their reſpective rendezvous. 
Account 0 The Duke made no {tay at Hanover, but ha- 
Lis Jour. ing taken his leave of the electoral court on the 
24th in the evening, he ſet out the next morning 
at four o'clock. His Grace lay that night at Hal- 
berſtadt, where he was complimented by the ma- 
giſtrates. The 26th in the morning he continued 
Dis journey to Hall, where he was met by Mr. 
Robinſon envoy extraordinary from her Majeſty 
of Great-Britain, Count Zinzendorf envoy from 
the Emperor, and M. Cranenberg the Dutch mi- 
niſter. After dinner his Grace received the com- 
pliments of the magiſtrates, and of the univerſi- 
ty: then proceeded to Alt-Ranſtadt, accom- 
panied by Mr. Robinſon and M. Cranenberg. He 
waited privately on Baron Goertz; went directly 
to Count Piper's quarters; and, after ſome con- 
ference with him, came to the quarters the king 
had ordered to be prepared for him. The 29th 
in the morning he was complimented upon his 
arrival by the miniſters and general officers, and 
Hat an an. about ten o'clock had his firſt audience of the 
Hence of the king, which laſted near two hours. After dining 
King of with his Majeſty, his Grace had a ſecond audience, 
Sueden. at which were Count Piper and M. Hermelin, 
the two chief miniſters, and Mr. Robinſon. His 
Grace then ſpent the whole evening in viſßits 
| b to 
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to Count Piper, and the other miniſters and gene- 170 
ral officers, and ſeemed perfectly well fansfied \ 
with his reception, Count Wackerbach, Lieu- 
tenant-General of King Auguſtus's forces, and 
his envoy to the court of Vienna, arrived the 
ſame afternoon with a compliment from his maſ- 
ter; intimating, that he would be that night at 
Liplick, 

Upon this notice Garand 
ning from Alt-Ranſtadt, to wait on King Au- 
guſtus, with whom he had a private conference 
of about half an hour, and then returned to 
Count Piper's quarters, where he dined. In the 
evening he ſupped with Field-Marſhal Renchild. 
The 29th his Grace was viſited by Count Piper, 
Field-Marſhal Renchild, Field-Marſhal Ogilvi, 
and ſeveral general officers and perſons of quality; 
and after having dined with Baron Goertz, had 
his audience of leave of the King of Sweden, 
Before it was ended, King Staniſlaus came in, and 
was complimented by his Grace, who ſoon after 
took his leave, came to Lipſick, and thence, with- 
out making any ſtay, proceeded on his journey to 
Berlin. | | 
On the goth the Duke arrived at Charlottenber; 
the King of Pruſſia having ſent M. Gramhow to ver at, 
deſire his Grace would paſs that way. He ſupped 4 of 
that night with the King, and was lodged in an F 
apartment belonging to the Margrave. On Sun- 
day,. May the 1ſt, his Grace went to Divine ſer- 
vice with the King, who had given particular or- 
ders to M. L' Enfant to preach in French on that 
occaſion. On the 2d, his Grace left Charlotten- 
berg, in order to proceed towards Hanover, where 
he arrived on the 3d; and che day following, af- 
ter a private conference, he dined with his Eleo- 
toral Highneſs. In the afternoon he ſet out for the 
Hague, and returned thither on the 8th, having 
all along received the higheſt marks of eſteem and 
Asten in 2 _ he 

paſſed. 


Waits on X. 
Auguſtus. 
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paſſed. The th in the morning his Grace was 

ted upon his return by the foreign mi- 
niſters, and other perſons of quality; and in the 
evening was in conference with the deputies of 
the States-General, He ſet out the next day for 
Brabant, in order to draw the troops together, 
and open the campaign. 

His Grace was perfectly well ſatisfied with the 
ſucceſs of his negotiations. The aſſurances he 
had received diſſipated the jealouſies ſome of the 
Allies had conceived of the — of the Swedes, 
and ſhewed, that what the French had ſo confident- 
ly publiſhed upon that head was a mere forgery. 
The firſt time the Duke waited on the King of 
Sweden, he preſented him with a letter from the 
Queen of Great-Britain, and _ him the fol- 
lowing compliment: Sir, I preſent to your 

* Majeſty a letter, not dictated from the Chancery, 


the King / but from the heart of the Queen my miſtreſs, 


Sweden, 


„ and written with her own hand. Had not her 


« ſex prevented it, ſhe would have croſſed the 
« ſea, to ſee a Prince admired by the whole uni- 
« verſe. I am in this particular more happy than 
« the Queen; and I wiſh 1 could ſerve ſome 
„ campaigns under ſo great a general as your 
« Majeſty, that I might learn what I yet want to 
„ know in the art of war. This was 
a very obliging compliment to a young hero, from 
one of the. greateſt generals in the world; who, 
in a few years, had gaincd more victories, and 
taken a greater number of fortreſſes, than the 
molt famous warriors of the laſt century, 
Io this account, taken from the publick j jour- 
nals, I muſt add that given by M. de Voltaire, not 
only becauſe he might have the advantage of bet- 
ter information than the writers of that time, but 
on account of the juſt and elegant character he 
gives of our hero. 


Far fs The King of Sweden (ſays he, ſpeaking of 


M. de Vel. 


taire. 


ä ) was then receiving em- 
* bt * balladors 
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1 baſſadors in his camp at Alt- Ranſtadt, from al- 
moſt all the princes in Chriſtendom. Some de- 

« fired him to quit the dominions of the Empire, 

and others preſſed him to turn his arms againſt 

« the Emperor; and it was then a current report, 

* that he deſigned to join with France, in depreſ- 

“ ſing the houſe of Auſtria, Among theſe em- 

e bafſadors was the famous John Duke of Marl- 

te borough, ſent by Anne Queen of Great-Britan, 

* This man, who never laid fiege to a town 2, 3 

* which he did not take, nor fought a battle which f the Dube 

e he did not gain, was at St. James's a perfect of Marlbo- 

« courtier, the head of a party in parliament, rough. 

“ and in foreign countries the molt able negotia- 

<« tor of his time. He did France as much miſ- 

© chief by his underſtanding, as by his arms: and 

« Pagel, Secretary of the States General, a man 
| « of very great merit, has been heard to ſay, that 
| * more than once, when their. High Mightinef- 
. « ſes had reſolved to oppoſe what the Duke of 
: « Marlborough was to lay before them, the Duke 
- « came, ſpoke to them in French, in which lan- 
" * guage he expreſſed himſelf ill, and brought them 
e « all into his ſentiments, - IS 
Cr In conjunction with Prince Eugene, the com- 
0 * panion of his victories, and Heinſius, the grand 
a8 “ penſioner of Holland, he ſupported all the weight 
m « of the enterpriſes of the Allies againſt France. 
O, 
nd 
he 
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« He knew that Charles was exaſperated againſt * 
« the Empire and the Emperor; that he was ſe- 
«© cretly ſolicited by the French; and that if this 
| « conqueror ſhould join himſelf to Lewis XIV, 
ur- the Allies would be und one. 
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not eis true, Charles had given his word in 
— 1700, not to intermeddle in the war of Lewis 
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' « XIV with the Allies. But the Duke of Marl. 

«. borough did not believe that any prince would 
4% be ſo great a ſlave to his word, as not to 
4 ſacrifice it to his grandeur and intereſt. He 
«4 therefore ſet out from the Hague, with a 3 
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1707 * bes uu herd the intentions of the King of 
The Duke's . © Anſiion as he was arrived at Lipfick, ens 
manner of © Charles then was, he applied bimſelf ſecretly, 
47 0 to „ not to Count Piper, the firſt miniſter, but to 
— _ ＋ e Baron Goertz, who began to ſhare the King's 
0 confidence with Piper. He told Goertz, that 

0 the deſign of the Allies was very ſhortly to pro- 
poſe the King af Sweden to be à ſecond time 

& mediator between them and France. He ſaid 
this in hopes of diſcovering, by Goertz's an- 

« ſwer, the King's intentions, and becauſe he choſe 

«© much rather to have Charles for an arbitrator 

66 than an enemy. . 

te dience at 

„ Upon his felt ended ito the King, he told 

Him in French, thathe ſhould think himſeif hap- 

r pye if be could be thught, under his command, 

hat be yet wanted to know in dhe art of war. 

„% He then had a private audience of an hour 

Jong, in which the King ſpoke in German, and 

H- penetrates s the Duke 1 n French. The Duke, who Was 
the King's in- * never in haſte to make propoſitions, and had 
tention. learned by a long courſe of exprrience the art 

10 22323 the ſentiments of mankind, 

and finding out the ſecret connection between 

- their IONS their actions, geſ- 

« tunes und daſc fixed his eyes attentivcly 

upon the King. When beſpoke no him of war 

46 _—_— he:thought he (perceived in his Ma 
6 jeſty a natural averſion 20wards France, and ob- 
« © ſerved thas — — of 
« the conqueſts of the Allies. | He mentioned the 
4 Czar to him, and took notice that his cyes al- 
4 wayskindled at his name, notwithſtanding; the 
4 — the conference; and he farther 
** remarked, that a map of Muſcovy lay before 
« him on the table. He wanted no more to de- 
termine him in his judgment, that the real de- 
23 — the King of Sweden and nus dole ambi- 
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tion were to dethrone the Czar as he had al- 
ready done the king of Poland. He under- 
<« ſtood, that he had no other views by continu- 
ing in Saxony, than to impoſe, by that means, 
„certain hard laws upon the Emperor of Ger- 
* many: but he knew that the Emperor would 
* comply with them, and that thus matters would 
«© be eaſily made up. He left Charles XII to 
c his natural inclination; and, being ſatisfied with 
* having diſcovered his intentions, he made no 


«* kind of propoſal. | 


1707 


As few negotiations, continues our author, Without brib- 
are concluded without money, and miniſters ing his mini- 
t are ſometimes ſeen to ſell the hatred or favour /ters. 


« of their maſters, it was believed throughout all 
Europe, that the Duke of Marlborough's ſuc- 
* ceſs with the King of Sweden was obtained by 
&« a large ſum of money, opportunely given to 
« Count Piper; and the Count is reflected upon 
« for it to this day, For my own part, after 
*« having traced this report to its. ſource, I have 
* been informed that Piper received a ſmall pre- 
s ſent from the Emperor by the hands of Count 
« Wratiſlau, with the conſent of the King his 
«© maſter, and nothing from the Duke of Marl- 
* borough.” M. de Voltaire goes on to de- 
fend Count Piper's character, with which I have 
nothing to do; and I inſert this latter part of the 
extract, only to make one reflection upon it, viz. 
That it is a ſurpriſing inſtance of the Duke of 
Marlborough's addreſs, perſonal influence, and 
great knowledge of mankind, if he could dive 
thus deeply into the ſentiments of- the King of 


Sweden, in the manner M. de Voltaire relates, 


without having firſt unlocked the hearts of thoſe 
about him with a golden key. 


The Britiſh general arrived at Bruſſels the 1 3th The armics 
of May, and having immediately held a council take the field, 


of war with M. d' Auverquerque and the Field- 


Deputies of the States, orders were ſent to the 


Conte» 
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| 
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1707 Confederate troops to march to their general ren 
adcous at Anderlecht near Bruſſels, from whence 
they marched to Hall a few days after, in order to 

begin the campaign. The French were drawing 

together at the ſame time. l 6 x 

The Duke of Marlborough joined the army at 

Hall on the 21ſt, and the 29th advanced to Joignes. 

The 27th his Grace, accompanied by ſeveral ge- 


nerals, and eſcorted by 12 ſquadrons, detached 


himſelf to view the camp of the enemy, who had 

removed two days before to Goſſeliers, and thence 

into the plain of Fleurus. A council of war ha- 

ving been held, wherein it was reſolved to march 

to Nivelles in order to attack the enemy, a de- 

tachment was accordingly ſent to view the paſs of 

The Duke's Ronquieres, through which they were to paſs. 
deſign to at- The generals, who were ſent thither 5 reported 
tack the ene · that the ſaid paſs was almoſt impracticable; and 
my fruſtrated that the enemy, ſuſpecting the deſigns of the 
: Allies, had made a detachment to - ſecure it: 
hence it was not doubted but they would advance 

with all their forces upon the firſt motion of the 

Allies, to hinder them from marching through that 


way, or elſe would charge the firſt troops that 


ſhould paſs with ſo much advantage, that it was 
not proper to offer to run the hazard of ſuch an 
attempt, That report was conſidered in a coun- 
eil of war, and the generals reflecting that the 
French had in all likelihood a deſign to march on 
a ſudden to plunder Louvain and Bruſſels, the 
Duke of Marlborough reſolved to return towards 
Bruſſels, to prevent the deſigns of the enemy; 
which was done with ſo much diligence, that the 
29th they paſſed the canal at Diggem, where 
they reſted the 3oth, and marched the z iſt to 
Bethlem. They made bridges over the Dyle, 


which they paſſed the iſt of June, and encamped 


at Meldert, where they continued till the 10th 
of Auguſt, * 2 
i The 
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The French ſeeing their deſign diſappointed, 
advanced to Gemblours, and polted themſelves 
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very advantageouſly. They had 124 battalions and 7, French 
143 ſquadrons, and yet did not think fit to venture ,,id an en- 
an engagement with the Allies, who were very gagement. 


much inferior in number. The armies, however, 
being ſo near, there happened frequent ſkirmiſhes; 
but as none of them were of great conſequence, 


I ſhall give no particular account of them, and 


only obſerve, that the forces of the Allies having 
beaten the enemies in ſeveral rencounters, this 
mightily encouraged the Confederate ſoldiers, and 
made them very deſirous to come to a general 
engagement, 

Upon certain advice that the enemy had de- 
tached 13 battalions and 12 ſquadrons, the Duke 
of Marlborough and M. d' Auverquerque reſolved 


to attack them if poſſble ; and to do it with leſs 


diſadvantage, they reſolved to march to Genap. 


Orders were given accordingly to lay four bridges His Gr 30 
on the Dyle, and the troops encamped near Lou- ,,jeavours 


vain, under Major-General Weck, and the regi- again to at. 


ment of Bothmar,were.ordered to march to Flori- tack them, * 


val, and the battalions in Bruſſels to advance to 


Waterloo. The heavy baggage being ſent away 


in the morning, the army decamped the 1oth of 


Augult from Meldert,and,having paſſed the Dyle, 
marched all the night long, and the next morn- 
ing till ten o'clock, when they encamped at Ge- 
nap, the right to Promelles, and the left to Da- 
vieres. The enemy knew nothing of this march 
till ſeven in the evening, becauſe the Duke of 
Wirtemberg, with a great detachment of horſe, 
was ſent towards their camp to cover the army, 
and hinder them from getting any intelligence of 
its motions. The confuſion was very great in 
their camp, when they were informed of this 
march : they ſtruck down their tents, and, about 
eleven at night, marched towards Fleurus and 
R 
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Heſpeney, arriving the ſame evening at Gofle- 
liers. : 
The 12th in the morning the generals received 
advice, that the French army had made but a 
ſhort halt at Goſſeliers, and were advanced to 
Seneff about midnight, the Elector of Bavaria 
taking his quarters in the caſtle of Vanderbec, and 
the Duke of Vendome in the farm-houſe of Bel, 
between Vanderbec and Seneff. The Duke of 
Marlborough, M. d' Auverquerque, and the de- 
puties of the States having conferred thereupon, 
it was reſolved to march directly to Nivelle,in or- 
der to attack them; and accordingly the army 
marched about one in the afternoon, and came into 
that camp the ſame evening, the left extending to 
the river Senne at Arquennes, and the right to Va- 
lianpont. As they came in their march upon the hills 


of Arquennes, they diſcovered the enemies ex- 


tended in their camp aforeſaid, at about a league 
diſtant. They came too late into their own cam 
to attack them that night ; but the neceſſary dif. 


poſitions were made for doing it the next morn- 


ing; and becauſe it was foreſeen, that the enemy 


would endeavour to-retire in the night, to gain 
the camp of Cambron, all poſſible care was taken 
to prevent their retreat. The Count de Tilly, 


with 40 ſquadrons of horſe and dragoons, and a 


detachment of 5 or 6000 grenadiers, were or- 
dered to poſt themſelves between the two armies, 


their left to Corneliz, and their right towards the 


road from Bmk to Nivelles, which was as near 
the enemy as it was poſſible to get. b 


Count Tilly was ordered to obſerve the enemy, 
and, in caſe they decamped, to fall upon their rear 
and amuſe them, till the army could come up to 
attack them. Thoſe troops ſet out immediately; 
but it was near midnight before they were in their 
reſpective poſts, notwithſtanding the ſoldiers 


marched with all imaginable zeal and alacrity. 


The French, who forclaw the deſigũ of ih Duke 


of 
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of Marlborough, judged that it would be impoſſi- 1707 
ble for them to avoid an engagement, if they con 
tinued in that camp till the next day; and there - They decamp 
fore they reſolved to decamp in the night. They © tie ag. 
made the neceſſary diſpoſitions for it about ſeven 
o'clock, at the time the Confederates were com- 
ing into their camp, and about nine their left be- 
gan to retire towards Marimont, without beat of 
drum or ſound of trumpet. 

The 13th, a little before break of day, Count 
Tilly advanced with his detachment directly to 
the camp of the enemy, ſaw their army on a 
full march, obſerved that they made their retreat 
in very good order from hedge to hedge, and 
that the country being very difficult, it was ſcarce 
poſſible to come at them. He ſent notice thereof 
to the Duke of Marlborough, and that he was Gn Tilly 
marching to endeavour to attack their rear, as he purſues them. 


was directed: whereupon 20 battalions and 30 

y {quadrons, under the command of General Count 

e Lottum, were detached to ſupport Count Tilly. 

- Count Tilly marched with all poſſible ſpeed, and 

y had ſeveral ſkirmiſhes with their rear; but having 

n purſued them three or four hours, as far as the 

n plains of Marimont, and obſerving that it was to 

7 no purpoſe to fatigue the troops, he returned to 

a the camp. The country being cut by many deep 

On roads, was very favourable to the retreat of the 

8, enemy, who poſted therein ſome infantry, which 

e hindered the Confederate horſe from making any | 

ar openings to follow them. ; g 
The Duke of Marlborough, who was advanced His Grace q 

7. with a detachment, being returned to the camp, finds it in | 

ar reſolved to continue that day in the ſame place, vi to huraf | 

to to give time to the troops to reſt themſelves, = * | 

Y3 after the fatiguing marches they had made ; and * . | 

eir becauſe it was uncertain whether the enemies | 

ers marched towards their lines or Cambron, the | | 

ty. Field-Marſhal d' Auverquerque ſent one of his ; | 

Ke Aids-de-Camp, with 150 nuffars, to polt himſclf ad 

of R 2 on 
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on the hills of the Great Roulx, from whence 


they plainly diſcovered the march of their army, 
being about half a league from them, That 
officer reported, that their van-guard was ad- 
vanced to St. Dennis, having the Haine behind 
them. The ſpies confirmed this intelligence, 
and reported farther, that the Elector had his 
quarters at St. Dennis, and the Duke of Ven- 
dome at Caſtlau. The generals concluded from 
this march, that the enemy did not deſign to re- 
tire within their lines, but rather to poſleſs the 
any of Cambron, which was inacceſhble on that 
de 

The 14th the Allies decamped about fix in the 
morning, and had all the day a moſt violent rain, 
which rendered the roads ſo bad, that it was very 
late when the right came to Soignies, and all the 
left could not come up till the next morning, 
notwithſtanding that 1000 pioneers had been at 
work ever ſince the 12th at night, to repair the 
roads frem Arquennes to Soignies, The ſoldiers 
ſuffered very much in this march, but the French 
ſuffered a great deal more; for having reſted but 
ſome few hours at st. Dennis, they marched the 
14th, before break of day, towards Chievres, 
where they encamped without any tents or other 


| baggage, and were above two days without 


bread. They loſt a world of men by deſertion, 
and above 1000 of them came over to the Con- 


federates. 


The weather at this time eontinuing very bad; 
it was not thought fit to expoſe the ſoldiers to the 
inconveniences of a march, till the ram was over. 
The 16th the baggage and artillery came up, tho? 
with great difficulty, and-the roads were ſo deep, 
that the army would have had much ado to ſub- 
fiſt, had it not been for the conveniency of the 
cauſe of Bruſſels, by which they received thetr 

convoys. The enemy continued encamped between 
Lens and Chievres, * ny Elector took up his 
quarters 
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| ſecretary of the council of ſtate. He had after- 
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quarters in the caſtle of the latter place, upon the 1707 
earnelt requeſt of the monks. of Cambron, who Lg 
deſired his highneſs to exempt them from that 
trouble. In a word, not todetain the reader with 
a narrative of every ineffectual motion, nothing 
more can be ſaid of this campaign, than that his 
Grace hunted the French from place to place, in 
order to force them to a battle, till at laſt, reſolv- 
ed not to fight, they retired behind their lines un- 
der the cannon of Liſle, and the Duke encamped 
at Helchin, ſubſiſting his troops upon the terri-- 
tories of the enemy. | 

His Grace arrived at the Hague the 5th of The Ditea®- 
October, and immediately after his arrival made , at the 
a viſitto the Grand Penſionary, and M. Slingeland, Hasle. 


wards a conference with the deputies of the 
States-General, wherein he communicated the or- 
ders he had received from the Queen his Miſtreſs, 
to repair to Francfort, and confer with the Elec- 
tors of Mentz and Hanover, about the operations: 
of the next campaign, Several important points: 
were debated in theſe conferences, but there was; 
no propoſal made for any augmentation: of troops,, 
notwithſtanding it. was believed. that was one of 
the chief ſubjects of his Grace's: journey. 

His. Grace ſet out the 7th for the army in the 
Netherlands, which decamped the 1 1th: from 
Helchin; and after having marched through very 
difficult roads, came to Aſch, where they ſeparated, 
and marched into winter-quarters, which were: 
much the ſame as the foregoing year. His Grace: 
left the army the 1 5th, and ſet out for Germany, Set out f= 
accompanied by M. de Geldermalſen, who was to Germany. 
aſſiſt in the conferen*s with the Fle&ors of 
Mentz and Hanover, on the part of the States- 
General, The French army likewiſe ſeparated 
about the ſame time, and the Elector of Bavaria 
repaired to Mons. | 

R 3. The- 
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The Elector of Mentz arrived at Franc fort the 
I9th of October, as did, the next day, the Elec- 


tor of Hanover, attended by ſeveral generals. The 


Duke of Marlborough, having been detained a 
day longer than he thought on the road, becauſe 
of a conference he had with the Elector Pala- 
tine, could not arrive till the 2 1ſt. They had ſeve- 
ral conferences together; but nothing could be 
concluded till the arrival of Count Wratiſlau from 
Vienna. That nobleman, who at firſt had declin- 
ed to accept the commiſſion he came with, at laft 
was obliged to execute it, and he arrived at Franc- 
fort the 27th. This delay made people hope, that 
his poſitive inſtructions would make amends for 
the time loſt; but they were deceived. The 
Count declared that he was not fully inſtructed ; 
and the Electors of Mentz and Hanover, with the 
Duke of Marlborough, ſet out the 29th from Franc- 
fort; the firſt for his reſidence, the fecond for the 
army, and the latter for the Hague, whither he 
was accompanied by Count Wratiſlau. Thoſe 
Princes ſettled ſeveral points in relation to the next 
campaign, but none of the miniſters of the States- 
General aſſiſted therein. The Count de Rechteren, 
who was come from Vienna on purpofe,found him- 
ſelf indiſpofed before he could reach Francfort. 
The Duke of Marlborough arrived at the Hague 
the 5th of November, and, having concluded ſe- 
veral important affairs with the States-General, 
embarked a few days after for England. His Grace 
having communicated to the States-General what 
paſſed in the conferences held at Francfort, and 
their deputies having had ſeveral conferences with 
the miniſters of the Fmperor, their High Mighti- 


neſſes reſolved to uſe all poſſible means to engage 


the Empire to make greater efforts for the future 
than they had done before ; and in order thereto 
they wrote a preſſing letter to the Diet of Ra- 
tifbon, I ſhall not at the end of this barren cam- 
paign detain the reader with any repetition, 
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but inſtead thereof tranſcribe that part of the 
Dutch council of war's petition, which ſets forth 


the cauſes and accidents, whereby the ſeries of 


the Confederates ſucceſs had been ſometimes in- 
terrupted. The next campaign will afford more 
matter for recapitulation, when I ſhall introduce 
what is material concerning this. 

The council, after having ſummed up the ad- 


vantages obtained in the war, proceed thus; 


«© However, high and Mighty Lords, notwith- Reafons of the 


« ſtanding theſe great and important advantages, 
* the affairs are not yet brought to that paſs and 
* ballance, that may ſecure the ſafety and tran- 
“ quillity of your High Mightinefſes and your 
* allies. The great power of the enemies you 
had to wreſtle with, and eſpecially that of the 
French, who, tho” ſeveral times gloriouſly de- 
feated, and eſpecially at Schellenberg, Hock- 
ſtedt, Ramillies and Turin, have yet found means 
every time to riſe, and have ſo far improved the 
defeats they had received, as to make them an 
encouragement for greater efforts; that very 
power has now and then ſtopt the proſecution 
of the advantage obtained, and the rapidity of 
0 victories. To this {top have likewiſe ſome- 
« times contributed the diſorder, dilatorineſs, 
& ſlowneſs, and the want of being ready in a due 
« time, of ſome of the Allies, and their want 
* of good intelligence of the motions and de- 
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e ſigns of the enemy: and it were to be wiſhed 


ce that in the courſe of this war there ſhould not 
be found by experience, what has been former- 
&« ly obſerved; namely, that great hopes and 
e great ſucceſſes do not always go together, and 
« that proſperity, which gives birth to ſuch 
hopes, commonly brings along with it, at the 
« ſame time, a wrong and groundleſs opinion of 
te the weakneſs and declenſion of the enemy, 
“ and conſequently produces ſupineneſs and ne- 
« gligence. 

| Beſides 


Allies want 
of ſucceſs. 
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Beſides all this, the advantage of the ground, 
the natural ſtrength of the rivers, and canals 
in the countries where the war was to be car- 
ried on; the number, ſituation, and extent of 
the fortified places to be attacked; the back- 
wardneſs of the ſeaſons, and unſeaſonableneſs 
of the weather, and even ſome inconſiderable 
accidents, may alſo retard and ſtop the pro- 
ſecution of advantages obtained. Tis to theſe 
reaſons, or at leaſt to ſome of them, that we 
may attribute, that campaigns which have fol- 
lowed thoſe wherein were gained great ad- 
vantages, have not been ſo favourable; that 
the campaign next after the victorics of Schel- 
lenberg and Hochſtedt, and which ſeemcd to 
promiſe no leſs than the conqueſt of Saar Louis 
and Thionville, and even of Metz, and other 


places in the heart of France, had not ſucceſs 
anſwerable to thoſe promiſes and expectations: 


That in the Netherlands, where the enemies, 
by many precautions, have endeavoured to pre- 
ſerve their towns and fortreſſes, the laſt cam- 
paign has not been ſo ſucceisful as the former: 
and that the expedition into Provence, and the 
intended conqueſt of Toulon and Marſeilles 
have had no other effect than the devaſtation of 
part of that province, the bombardment of 
Toulon, and the deſtroying of ſome men of 
war and Magazines.“ 


* Fur this expedition ſee the Hiſtory of Pr. Eugene. 
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Containing the Tranſactions of the-year 1708. 
HE French were very buſy during the 2 
, winter, and made unuſual motions, which Great prepa- 
no- body could at ſirſt penetrate: the mean» rations on 
ing of. But if the French made great prepara» both ſides. 
tions on their frontiers, thoſe of the Allies in the 
Netherlands were no leſs conſiderable, tho they did 
not make ſo much noiſe. Their troops were re- 
cruiting with all imaginable ſpeed, and the officers 
were ordered to exerciſe their new ſoldiers with 
great care, They provided large Magazines, and * 
g ave room for certain prediction, that the 2 
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lands would be a ſcene of great action the next 
Campaign, 

At laſt, in the month of February, the great 


of France a- deſigns of the French court broke out, and it was 
gainſt Scot- every where known, that their preparations at 


land. 


Dunkirk were deſigned againſt Great-Britain, in 
favour of the pretended Prince of Wales, I muſt 
digreſs from the hiſtory of the grand war, to 
give {ome account of this expedition, which for 
a ſhort time held all Europe in ſuſpenſe. 

The French King, not being able to digeſt the 
Affair of Toulon, reſolved to make an effort to 
carry the war into Great-Britain; and, believing 
that the Scots were diſſatisfied upon account of 
the Union, he flattered himſelf with the hopes, 
that they would declare for the Pretender, upon 
his arrival in Scotland. This being concluded 
upon, the neceſſary preparations for the expedition 
of that prince were carried on with all imaginable 
ſpeed and ſecrecy; and the deſign thereof was 
rather gueſſed at than known, till the Pretender 
ſet out from St, Germains. This he did the 7th 
of that month, after having had ſeveral conte- 
rences with the Moſt Chriſtian King, and taken 
his leave of him in form. He was accompanied 
by the Earl of Middleton, and ſome other Lords 
of his court. | 

About the ſame time the treaſurer reſiding at 
Liſle receiv'd 54,000 Louis d' Or for the uſe of 
the fleet, and 200 Iriſh officers arrived at Arras 
in their way to Dunkirk, where they were to go 
on board: While Major-General Cadogan con- 


certed with M. d' Auverquerque the march of a 


detachment of Britiſh forces out of Brabant, and 
how toſupply their room in their ſeveral garriſons. 
General Lumley ſent orders accordingly to ten 
battalions, to hold themſelves in a readineſs to 
march at an hour's warning, to be embarked at 
Oſtend. There were already 3 Iriſh battalions, 
and 12 French, embarked or ready to — 
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all commanded by the count de Gace, the Marquis 1708 


de Vibray, the Marquis de Ruffe, the Marquis de = 


Levy, and M. Dillon, Lieutenant-Generals. 
The Sieur de Monroy, Colonel of the regiment Encourage- 


of Luxenburg, and the Marquis of Montandre, e gtven 


Colonel of the regiment of Bearn, were made ng 2 
2 a the intend- 

brigadiers; and to encourage the other colonels, ,, , «pcd.tions 

they were promiſed to be promoted to the like 

degree, and that all the ſubaltern officers ſhould 

be likewife promoted. Each colonel received 

1500 livres by way of grataity, the lieutenant- 

colonels and majors yoo, and the captains 

600. M. Dandreſelle was made Super- intendant 

of the troops deſigned tor this expedition : The 

ſquadron which vis to convoy them was entruſted 

to the count de Forbin; bat the number of thips 

was at fir ſt variouſly reported. 

It was ſaid that 790 officers, and a great many Voluntiers er. 
voluntiers, accomanied the titular Monarch g ge in it. 
in this expedition, for which they remitted 8 
millioas of livres in ſpeci to Dunkirk, beſides 
a great ſam of money which the late Queen of 
England borrowed upon her jewels or otherwiſe. 

They made a great noiſe there of the ſtrong party 
their prince had in Scotland, and cauſed a mani- 
feſto to be printed, in order to have it diſperſed 
upon his landing, whereby he promiſed the Scots 
all the aſſurances they could deſire for the ſecu- 
rity of their religion and liberties. The court 
of the Ele cor of Bavaria expreſſed a great deal 
of joy upon this intended expedition; and his E- 
le toral Highneſs diſpatched a gentleman to com- 
pliment the Chevalier de St. George (for that was 
the name he was to go by till he aſcended the 
throne of Scotland) upon his arrival at Dunkirk, 
and wiſh him good ſucceſs in his enterpriſe. The 
titular Monarch arrived at Dunkirk the gth of 
February; but there happened an accident in his 
Way, which, tho' common enough to travellers, 
oecaſioned a great conſternation amongſt 2 — 
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of his ſuperſtitious followers, being looked upon 
as a bad omen. His chaiſe, or calaſh, broke 
within ſome leagues of Dunkirk, and he was 0- 


bliged to take horſe and ride poſt ; whereby he 


found himſelf much fatigued, and ſomewhat in- 
diſpoſed upon his arrival. His party gave out, 
that when the Moſt Chriſtian King bid adieu to 


this pretended Prince, he preſented him with a 
{word euriched with diamonds, valued at 50,000 


livres, and deſired him always to remember that 
it was a French ſword. To which the Cheva- 


lier anſwered, That if it was his good fortune 


He falls fick 
of the maiſles 


eto get poileilion of the throne of his anceſtors, 
ce he would not content himſelf with returning 
* thanks to his Majeſty by letters and ambaſ- 
* ſadors, but would ſhew his gratitude by effects,” 

After all this great buſtle, on the 12th of March 
the King of France received advice, that they had 
been obliged to land the troops that were em- 


barked, upon account of the indiſpoſition of the 


Chevalier, His phyſician, it ſeems, had de- 
clared, that he could not conſent to his imbarka- 
tion, looking upon it as very dangerous for his 
life, becauſe he had the meaſles, attended with 
an 2gue. The 14th, the Moſt Chriſtian King 
obſerving that the court appeared in a ſort of 
conſternation upon this accident, declared, that 
he had ſent orders to count Forbin to put to ſea 
without any further delay, upon any. pretence 
whatſoever ; and that he was very well informed, 
that the Chevalier was not ſo ill as his phyſician 
repreſented. Soon after they continued their 


Preparations, and the. wind turning fair for them 
-the/17th, they laid hold of that opportunity, and 


| failed from the road of Dunkirk ; but the wind 


changing about midnight, they were obliged to 


come to an anchor in Newport-pits. A veſſel 
failed from Oſtend, with letters from Sir George 


Bing, who then lay with a ſtrong Engliſh flect 


. hope I ſhall never fee you again. 
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of Gravelines, to give him notice thereof; and, 1708 
in the mean time, all things were preparing for 
the embarkation of the Britiſh forces. On the Th, French 
2oth of March the French fleet failed from the fleet ſails, 
pits of Newport, about 2 in the morning, with a 

fair gale, ſteering for Scotland. And now the 

French were ſo confident that their expedition 

could not miſcarry, that they publickly boaſted at 

court, That God alone could diſappoint their deſign. 

Some accounts added, that when the Moſt Chriſ- 

tian King took his leave of the Pretender at St, 

Germains, he ſaid, I wwi/h you a good ſucceſs, and 


The preparation of the French at Dunkirk gave The States 
ſome uneaſineſs to the States, and eſpecially to alarmed. 
the Province of Zealand, which ſeemed threat- 
en d with an invaſion: but ſuch precautions were 
timely taken for the ſecurity of thoſe iſlands, that 
the French would have found it impoſſible to attack 
them with any ſucceſs, Their territories being 
thus ſecured, their High Mightinefſes concerted But prepare 
with the Britiſh miniſters, the neceſſary meaſures to fiſt £4. 
for preventing the deſigns of the enemy againſt Aune. 
Great-Britanz and the zeal they expreſſed 
on this occaſion was ſo very great, that they 
om thanks for it from her Britannick Ma- 

Fenty, 

We mult now leave the two fleets a little to 
themſelves, to take notice of what paſſed in the | 
mean time at London, where Mr. Secretary Boyle The deſien of 
acquainted the Houſe of Commons, on the 4th of be French 
March, That her Majeſty had commanded him to 8 
lay before that Houſe ſeveral advices, received the — 5 

alt night and that morning, of great prepara- 
tons at Dunkirk for an immediate invaſion upon 
England by the French, and of the pretended 
Prince of Wales being come to Dunkirk for that 
purpoſe, Upon which the Lords and Commons 4dreſs of 
preſented to her Majeſty an addreſs, wherein they £9 Houſes to 
retum d their moi hearty thanks to her Majeſty, 8 

6 * 35 8 * for 


” 
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1708 for being graciouſly pleaſed to communicate to 
chem the intelligence ſhe had received of an 
intended invaſion of this kingdom, by the pre- 

* tended Prince of Wales, ſupported by a French 


4 1 


cc 


«c 


wer, 

“ We are ſo ſenſible (ſay they) of the happi- 
neſs we enjoy under your Majeſty, and are ſo 
affected with the dangerous conſequences of 
ſuch an attempt, both to your perſon and go- 
vernment, that, with hearts full of concern 
for your Majeſty's ſafety, we beſeech your Ma- 


« jeſty, that you will be pleaſed to take particu- 


«6c 


lar care of your royal perſon: and we, on our 
parts, are fully and unanimouſly reſealved to 
ſtand by and aſſiſt your Majeſty with our lives 
and fortunes, in maintenance of your undoubted 
right and title to the crown of theſe realms, 
againſt the pretended Prince of Wales, and 
all other your enemies, both at home and 
abroad, 

& The care your Majeſty has taken for the 
defence of your dominions, and particularly in 
fitting out ſo great a fleet in. ſo ſhort a time, 
gives ſatis faction and encouragement to all your 
good ſubjects, who are likewie very ſenſible of 
the zeal the States-General have ſhewn upon 
this occaſion, 

« As a farther mſtance of our duty, we hum- 
bly deſire, that you would be pleaſed to order 
that the laws againſt papiſts and nonjurors be 
put in execution; and that directions be given 
to ſeize and ſecure ſuch perſons, with their 
horſes and arms, as your Majeſty ſhall have 
cauſe to ſuſpect are diſſaffected to your perſon 
or government. 

« And as we doubt not but (by the bleſſing of 
God upon the continuance of your Majeſty's 
care) your enemies will be put to confuſion ; 
ſo we readily embrace this opportunity, to ſhew 


to your Majeſty and the whole world, that no 


« attempts 


- 4A > ax - | 
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« attempts of this kind ſhall deter us from fup- 1708 
« porting your Majeſty in a vigorous proſecution wy 
* of the preſent war againſt France, till the mo- 
© narchy of Spain be reſtored to the houſe of 
« Auſtria, and your Majz(ty have the glory to 
e compleat the recovery of the liberties of Eu- 

) rope. —Towhich addreſs her Majeſty retur- 

f ned a ſuitable anſwer. 

- The 11th of March the Queen went to the 

1 Houſe of Peers, and paſled ſeveral acts; and at- 

- terwards made a ſpeech to both houſes, in which 


- ſheacquainted them, · That ſhe had received ad- »9,,,,7; 
r « vices that morning from Oſtend, that the French /pecch upon 
0 « fleet ſailed from Dunkirk on Tueſday, at three the Preteu- 
8 in the morning, northward, with the Preten- ers failing. 
d &« der on board; as alſo that Sir George Bing had 
85 * notice of it the ſame day at ten: and he being 
d very much ſuperior to the enemy, both in num- 
id ber and ſtrength, her Majeſty made no queſtion 

but (by God's blefling) he would ſoon be able 
he eto give a good account of them.” The Queen 
in . added, © That ſhe had alſo advice, that 10 bat - 
e, © talions of her troops were embarked at Oſtend, 
ur ready to ſail with their convoy, as there ſhould 
of © be occaſion; and that ſhe ſhould continue to 
on © take all proper meaſures for diſappointing the 

& enemy's deſigns,” 
m- The Lords and Commons, in return, preſented 
{cr to her Majeſty their ſeveral addreſſes; which I 
be ſhall not here inſert, nor any other pieces of that 
ven nature, the above being. ſufficient to ſhew the 
ꝛeir unanimity of the Queen and parliament at that 
ave ume, and the folly of the French attempt 
ſon againſt a Britiſh government thus happily ce- 

mented, | 

7 0 While this paſſed at London, ſome perſons, ap- In, 
ty's pointed by the commiſſion of the r 3 — py of 


on; bly, appeared before the council, and preſented 
hew the requeſt of the commiſhon, that there might 
t no be a day of general faſt and hunuliation to God. 

| | : 8 2 ta. 
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to implore his mercy, and avert or defeat the 
threatened invaſion; together with an act they 
had formed thereupon, to which they craved the 
civil ſanction; and the Lords of Privy-council a- 
greed thereto. 

On the 16th an expreſs arrived at London from 
Sir George Bing, with letters dated the 13th, 
from on board the Medway, off of the Frith of 
Edinburgh, importing, that the- fleet under his 
command anchored the night before off of that 
Frith, and ſaw the 13th, in the morning, the 
French fleet in the mouth of the Frith, where they 
came likewiſe the 12th. They weighed the 1 3th 
in the morning, upon the appearance- of the Bri- 
tiſh fleet, and ſtood off from them, and Sis George 
made all the ſail he could after them. The flects 
were within two or three leagues of each other. 
Sir George ſent a boat to the Iſle of May, from 
wheace he had an account, that the enemy ſent 
a ſhip the 12th up into Leith road, with a blue 
flag at the main - top-maſt-head, and that they 
heard ſeveral, guns fixe, in the manner of a ſa- 
late, as they thought; and the ſhip came down 
again the next morning, and was ſeen within two 
leagues off of the Engliſh fleet, but without a 
flag. 

About the ſame time arrived' letters from Dun- 
bar, which imported, that the 12th, about noon, 
a frigate of 26 guns paſſed by that place, and 
ſtood into the Frith, to view the ſhips in Leith 
road. About four, another frigate of 24 guns 
appeared off of Dunbar, and ſeemed to cruize 
about the road, as if ſhe waited for ſome intelli- 
gence from the ſhore. About fix in the evening, 
they ſaw a great many ſhips right off the place, 
one of which had a white flag on her top-malt- 
head: whereupon the militia ſtood to their arms. 
on the ſhore, and the dragoons, who lay there, 
kept patroles all. the night, to prevent any de- 
ſcent; but the enemy did not attempt it. wi 0 
” jade 
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made ſeveral ſignals; and one Mr. Hepburn, 1508 
formerly a ſervant to the late Lord Dundee, 
being very ſolicitous to go on board that fleet, 
which he pretended was come from London, was 
ſeized priſoner, and carried away by the dra- 
goons. 

The 17th an expreſs arrived from the Earl of pn th. 
Leven, general of the forces in Scotland, and Earl of 

vernor of the caſtle of Edinburgh, with letters Leven. 
dated the 1 3th, late at night, which confirmed, that 
the Britiſh and French fleets were ſeen off of the 
mouth of the Frith, and ſo near one another, that 
they appeared to be but the ſame fleet. The faid: 
Lord Leven received that night. a letter from a 
gentleman of note in Fife, importing,. that that: 
day, at four o'clock, they heard.a canonading at 
ſea, which made them beheve that the two fleets 
were engaged. The French; it ſeems, over-ſhot- 
the place where they intended to go; for they: 
were ſeen off of Montroſs, before they appeared 
in the Frith of Edinburgh. 

The 1:5tha fleet appeared off of the mouth of: 
the Frith, ſtanding in for the ſame: whereupon: 
the Earl of Leven drew up all the ſtanding forces in 
Edinburgh, and part of the militia, and marched! 
to Leith, to oppoſe any deſcent, in caſe thoſe- 
ſhips proved to be the French fleet. His Lord-- 
ſhip being arrived there, there came on ſhore an 
officer from Sir George Bing, by whom his Lord-- 
ſhip was informed, that the Britiſh fleet having -@;; >; 
chaſed the enemy from Saturday morning till 3 
aſternoon, ſome of the Britiſh ſhips came up with the French. 
the French, and began an engagement; but the 
enemy being unwilling to run any hazard, made 
all the fail they could to get away, and ſo made. 
their eſcape, | © 

The Leopard, one of her Majeſty's ſhips, Cap-- 
tain Gordon commander, came up with, the. The Sal 
Saliſbury, a French ſhip of 52 guns, which %y laben. 
ſtruck to the Leopard; and ſurrendered. . There 
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were 700 ſoldiers on board, and a French lieu- 
tenant- general; beſides ſeveral Engliſh, Scots, 
and Iriſh gentlemen; and amongſt others the 
Lord Gnfhn, and two ſons of the Earl of Mid- 
dleton. 

The French pretended, that the Count de For- 
bin had reſolved to land his forces, ſeamen, ar- 
tillery, and ammunition; to burn his ſhips, and 
fortify a poſt: but the council of the Pretender 
did not think fit to expoſe his perſon; and ſeeing 
that the Scots did not anſwer the ſignals agreed 
upon, out of fear of the Engliſh fleet, or in- 
fidelity, as they called it, they reſolved to return 
home. They gave out, that the Cheyalier was 
furniſhed with very fine tents, and a great dcal 
of gold, filver-gilt, and ſilver plate, of an ex- 
quiſite workmanſhip ; with clothes for his life- 
guards, liverzes for his houſhold, and other ne- 
ceſſaries. 

I ſhall here add to theſe pieces extracts of two. 
letters more, one from on board the Medway, 
the other from an officer concerned in the expe- 
dition; leaving moſt of the reflections on it to be 
made at the end of the year, that T may not too 
long detain. the reader from the immediate ſub- 
ject of this, hiſtory, the atchievements of the 
Duke of Marlborough, The firſt letter is dated 
March the 15th. We chaſed the enemy (lays 
the writer)to the Northward of Buccaneſs,ſome- 
t times with reaſonable hopes of coming up with 
« them. The Dover and Ludlow-Caſtle being 
e the only clean-failing ſhips. we had; they were 
« the firſt which came up with, the enemy's {qua- 
«© dron, paſling by ſome of the ſmaller to engage 
« ſome of the larger ſhips, and ſtop. them till 
& they could be relieved. They attacked two 
«+ or three of their ſhips, among which was the 
& Saliſbury : they did not part with them till 
«. more of our ſhips arrived, but worked their 


b. ſhips in a handſome manner, to cut * of 
rom. 
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from the reſt of the fleet; but, in the dark- 


1708 


«© neſs of the night, they all got out of ſight, 


except the Saliſbury, who falling in amongſt our 
« head-molt ſhips; the Leopard entered men on 
& board her. We were informed by the officers: 
% who were taken, that there were 12 battahons. 
% on board their ſquadron, The number and 
& ſtrength of their ſhips * are very near the ac- 
count we lately received from Dunkirk, nor 
4 were they joined by the Breſt men of war; 
© and they further aſſure us, that the ſhips our 
out- ſcouts ſaw off of Calais were pivateers and 
ee their prizes going into Dunkirk, 

The Admiral, ſeeing no likelihood of coming: 
up again with the enemy, took ſtation in the 
Frith of Edinburgh, and continued there till he 
was informed of the return of the enemy to 
Dunkirk, witely foreſeeing, that notwithſtanding 
the reports they had ſpread of their ſtrong party 
in the North of Scotland, their true deſign was 
upon the capital city. This and ſome other curi- 
ous particulars are confirmed in the other ex- 
tract, from a letter written by an Inſh or Scots 
officer, who, being in the intereſt of the Pre- 
tender, deſerves the more to be credited in ſe- 
veral particulars. It is dated at Dunkirk, April 
125 N. 8. 

This gentleman informs his friend, That on 
the gth their Prince arrived at Dunkirk again, and 
that they were all in ſo miſerable a condition, 
that the ſoldiers, when they crept aſhore, looked 
more like rats than men. The Prince ſuffered: 
much in his health, and, what with fatigue and 
chagrin, looked very thin; but, to put a good 
face on the matter, he dreſſed himſelf in a ſine em- 
broidered ſute, and a blue fegther in his hat, 

* when. 


| About 32 ſhips, moſt of them ſmall. Sir George 
Riny's fleet, according to a liſt ſent to General Cadogan 
conlilted of 49 {bips of the line, and 116 frigates, 
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when he went aſhore, where he was received by 
abundance of ladies in their coaches, with looks 
that very much reſembled an Engliſh funeral, 
When he went off, the noiſe was all over, Long 
live the King ; but at his return, ſhrugging of 
ſhoulders and ſhaking of heads gave a diſmal 
welcome. 

I need not tell. you (he continues) that the 
foundation of our whole deſign was the caſtle of 
Edwburgh ; which miſcarrying, by the arrival 
of the Engliſh fleet, the Prince's council did not 
think fit to land any where elſe. The plan of this 
caſtle was laid before a council of general officers 
at \ erſailles; and it was unanimouſly concluded, 
that, with the troops, mortars, and . bombs, 
Which we carried, it could net hold out above 
three days. We deligned to have made a falſe 
attack at the Poſtern-Gate, while three battalions 
ſhould enter the out-works that front the city, 
and lodge under their halt-moon, which would 
oblige them the next day to ſurrender, By the 
taking of this caſtle, we ſhould have had the 
Regalia; and, I am told, two Proteſtant Arch- 
biſhops would have crowned our Prince in the 
high church, The equivalent from England, 
being alſo in this caſtle, would have been a great 
ſupply to us for raiſing men; we having above 400 
officers with us for that purpoſe, all pretty fel- 
lows, that have ſerved in the wars of Italy and 
Spain; and above 100 cheſts of money.“ 


| The folly of Thus ended, to the diſgrace. of the French, an 
this expeaiti- expedition which had alarmed the Confederacy :: 


on. 


for they could not fancy, that the French court 
would ſo far expoſe their reputation, as to notify 
an enterpriſe of this nature to foreign Princes, as 
if it could not miſcarry, unleſs they had certain 
aſſurances, that the whole kingdom of Scotland 
was for the Pretender. This was doubtleſs their 
opinion ; for otherwiſe they would never have 
credited the impertinent report of the Chevalier 

1 ; de Rambure, g 
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de Rambure, who declared, in a letter publiſhed 1708 
in the Paris Gazette, that there were not 1500 Fay 
men in the whole kingdom of Scotland againſt the 
Pretender, 

Major-General Cadogan, having cauſed 11 The troops 
Britiſh battalions to embark for Great-Britain, Ct from 
thoſe troops arrived at Tinmouth, under convoy - _ , Lin 
of Rear-Admiral Baker; but they were a few Y 
days after ordered back for Flanders, and ſome 
of the troops that were marching from England 
for Scotland were ordered to be ſhipped off for 
the ſame ſervice. 515 : 

This deſign of the enemy proved advantage This alarm 

ous-to the Allies, quickened their reſolutions, and — 
convinced them more and more of the neceſſity ; 
of humbling the exorbitant power of France, On 
the other hand, it afforded an opportunuty to. the 
government to diſtinguiſh, thro' the various pre- 
tences of men, thoſe who were truly loyal to her 
Majeſty, and faithful to the ſucceſſion in the Pro- 
teſtant line, from ſome others who talked as much 
of Proteſtantiſm, and yet were for a Popiſh Pre- 
tender, The people of Great-Britain appeared 
unanimous againſt the enemy, and there was no. 
riſing in Scotland, as had been expected. The 
government indeed took care to prevent it, and 
ſecured ſeveral perſons, whoſe conduct had given 
room for ſuſpicion. The Pope, who was deeply 
concerned in this expedition, loſt his money to 
no purpoſe; and the expoſition of the Sacrament 
for forty hours in the churches of the Engliſh, 
Scots, and Inih at Rome, for imploring God's. 
aſſiſtance on the enterpriſe of the Pretender, 
ſerved only to ſhew the foppery of that idle ſu- 
perſtition. | 

Prince Eugene, who was to ſerve this year in Pr. Eugene 
the Netherlands, having ſignified to the Duke of and the P. f 
Marlborough the time of his departure for the L Hor 
Hague, his Grace embarked as ſoon as he had cer- 4, 4 
tain adyice that the enemy was returned to Dun- mw 

kirk, 
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kirk, and arrived at the Hague three days after his 


Way Serene Highneſs. They continued every day in 


conference with the penſionary and the deputies 
of the States, to concert the operations of war, 
which were all kept with the utmolt ſecrecy, 
Theſe conferences made the French very uneaſy, 
and the precautions they took to ſecure their 
frontiers on the fide of the Moſelle were a plain 
indication that they were afraid of being attacked 
that way. 1 

The two Confederate generals having finiſhed 
their negotiations at the Hague, Prince Eugene 
ſet out the 2oth of April for Duſſeldorp, where 
he arrived. the 22d, and was received with the 
reſpec due to his birth and merit. He had imme- 
diately after his arrival a conference with the 
Elector Palatine, and finiſhed his negotiations 
the next day ; fo that after having diſpatched an 
expreſs for Vienna, his Highneſs ſet out the 24th 
for Hanover, The Duke of Marlborough departed 
from the Hague the 22d: and theſe Princes had 
ſo well concerted their meaſures, that on the 26th 
they met within two leagues of Hanover, and 
arrived there together. They alighted at the 
Britiſh envoy's, and his Grace went a few mi- 
nutes after to court, and had audience of the 
Elector. Prince Eugene did the {ame ſome time 
after; and the ceremonial of the audiences of 
the Electoral family being over, they had the 
ſame evening a long conference with the Elector, 
who would not ſuffer them to lodge any where 
elſe than in the palace. They continued their 
conferences the 27th and 28th, wherein they 
concerted every thing for the campaign. The 
29th Prince Eugene ſet out for Lipſick, to con- 
fer with King Auguſtus, who was come thither 
on purpoſe from Dreſden the 27th, His High- 
neſs arrived there the 1ſt of May, and having 
finiſhed his negotiations, ſet out the next day for 
Vienna. He concluded a treaty with __—_— 

ey: gultus 
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guſtus for a body of his forces, and removed the 1708 
difficulties which had obſtructed the negotiations ww 
of the envoys of the Electors of Mentz and Brunſ- 

wick, 

The Duke of Marlborough made but a ſhort The Duke re. 
ſtay at · Hanover after Prince Eugene; for his "5, and 
Grace ſet out the 3oth of April, and arrived at the 5 of f 
Hague the 3d of May, His Grace communicated e ,,,,,, 
to the States the reſolutions taken at Hanover; 
and having concerted ſome farther meaſures for 
the opening of the campaign, ſet out the 7th for 
Ghent, where having reviewed the Britiſh forces, 
he departed for Bruſſels, and arrived there the 
11th, being every where received with all poſ- 
ſible marks of reſpect. Having conferred with 
M. d' Auverquerque, his Grace gave orders for 
the troops to march the 20th to Anderlecht near 
Bruſſels. f 

The French talked of peace this year, as they 4 French 
uſed to do at the opening of every campaign dd an: 
and their agents were buſy every where to ſow ; 
miſtruſt amongſt the Allies. Holland being a free N 
country, where all people reſort, it was there 
chiefly that theſe emiſſaries were at work, and 
diſcovered themſelves more openly than in other 
parts. They magnified the forces of the French 
King, the impoſſibility of driving King Philip out 
of Spain, and at the ſame time extolled to the 
ſkies the ſincere deſire of his Moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty for peace. All this had no other effect on 
the Allies, who knew the inſincerity of Lewis 
XIV, than to make them more vigorous in the 
proſccution of the war. The Dutch troops, the The armies 
Pruſhans, and the Hanoverians, began to form Jen and en- 
the army the 23d, between Anderlecht and Gaeſ- 2 2 war 
bech, from whence they marched the 26th to Bil- ; 
linghen, where his Grace took up his quarters, 

The Britiſh troops, and others from Flanders, 
joined there the army. The Dake of Vendome; 
being informed-of theſe motions, began to form 
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his army the 25th, and the next day encamped 
at Soignies, where the Duke of Burgundy, the 
Duke of Berry, and the Chevalier de St. George, 
Joined them, The 29th, the Confederate army 
made a motion, and marched the right to Her- 
fclingen, and the left to Hall and Tuliſe, the 
head quarters being at St, Renello, This brought 
the two armies pretty near, and gave hopes of a 
ſudden engagement; but the expectations of the 
Allies were fruſtrated for that time, 

On the 31, the Duke received advice, that 
the enemy had ſent for their heavy baggage ; 
that it was actually returned to their camp, and 
that they had foraged for two days; from whence 
it was conjectured, that they did not intend to 
march the next day, as ſome deſerters had re- 
ported, The generals reſolved thereupon to ſend 
'the army to forage next morning, and the fo- 
ragers went out accordingly before break of day: 
but, an hour after, advice came, that the enemy 
had ſent back their baggage to Mons, and de- 
camped about x1 without any noiſe, marching 
towards Nievelle. His Grace's foragers were im- 
mediately recalled with the ſignal of three guns; 
and, that no time might be loſt, the infantry 
marched firſt of all about noon from St. Rencllo, 
and were followed by the cavalry. About four 
they formed 4 columns, intending to encamp the 
right towards Anderlecht, and the left to Lake : 
but upon advice that the enemy had not encamp- 
ed at Nivelle, but had continued their march by 
Bois Signeur Iſaac to Brain la Lieu, his Grace 
judged that they could not have any other deſign 
than to poſt themſelves on the banks of the Dyle, 
to hinder him from paſling that river, and ſcize 
Louvain; which was the very ſame project that 
the Duke of Vendome had framed the preceding 
year: whereupon his Grace thought fit like wiſe 
to continue his march all the night long, as the 
only means to prevent the enemy. 


June 
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June the 3d, in the afternoon, the Allies ar- 1708 
rived in the camp at Terbank, very much fatigued (Ay 
by the long march they had made, and the con- 
tinual rains for 24 hours together. The French, 
having notice of this expeditious march, did not The armics 
think fit to advance farther than Genap, and en- near again. 
camped with their right to that place, and their 
left to Brain la Lieu. The regiment of dra- 
goons of Walef, coming from Aeth, joined the 
Confederate army, which was like wiſc reinforced 
with a battalion of Elz from Leau. The Duke of 
Marlborough took up his quarters in the Abby of 
Terbank, and the Field-Marſhal d' Auverquerque 
in the ſuburbs of Louvain, Both armies continued 
here ſome weeks in the ſame camp ; and nothing 
happened, except ſkirmiſhes between parties, 
which do not deſerve to be mentioned in hiſtory. 

But this neighbourhood occaſioned a great de- 
ſertion on both ſides (for encouraging the Queen's 
ſubjects to return to their colours) the Duke of 
Marlborough cauſed a proclamation to be publiſh- 
ed, promiſing pardon to all who ſhould ſo return, 
and threatening with death thoſe who did not, ; 

On the 5th of July, at 11 in the morning, his TP of 
Grace received advice, that the French had taken ariſe 1 5 #3 
poſſeſſion of the city of Ghent, between 5 and 6 prexch. 
in the morning. A detachment of their troops, 
commanded by the Brigadiers la Faille and Paſ- 
teur, advanced before break of day near that place, 
and ſent 5 or 6 ſoldiers, pretending to be deſer- 
ters, who being admitted into the town, at the 
opening of the gates, amuſed the watch, con- 
ſiting of 5 or 6 of the militia, in telling them 
{tories of the march of the French army. This 
gave time to 5 or 6 other pretended deſerters to 
come in, and almoſt at the fame time Brigadier 
la Faille arrived, with ſeveral more men. That 
gentleman having been ſome time before High 
Bailiff of that city, had a great intereſt in it; and 
being arrived, commanded the militia to lay down 
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1708 their arms, and admit the French troops; which 
was done accordingly, without any oppoſition, 
They ſummoned the magiſtrates at the town- 
houſe, wherein the Brigadier cauſed a pardon for 
the inhabitants to be ready, whereby they were 
promiſed to be maintained in their privileges and 
immunities. They ſummoned the governor of 
the caſtle to ſurrender ; but he would not, and 
declared, that he would defend the place to the 
laſt extremity. 
A fruitleſs Major-General Murray, with two Engliſh regi- 
attempt to ments of foot, and a Spaniſh regiment of dra- 
reinforce the goons of Colonel d' Audignies, being poſted at 
caſtle. Manenkerke, endeavoured to throw a reinforce- 
ment into the caſtle of Ghent, but was prevented, 
and had 3 men killed and ſome wounded ; where- 
upon he retired to Sas van Ghent, where he found 
the deputies of the States for the affairs of Flan- 
ders ; with whom he had a conference, to adviſe 
what was to be done in the preſent conjuncture. 
This ſurrender alarming the Allies, the governor 
of Saas thought fit to reinforce the garriſon of the 
Red-houſe with 50 men, and the deputies coun- 
termanded the march of the regiment of Elber- 
feldt, which was advancing to Elkolo. Major- 
General Murray poſted his troops under the can- 
non of fort Leopoldus; but the next morning re- 
ceived orders from the Duke of Marlborough to 
endeavour to join Major-General Bothmar, who 
was detached from the great army, with 3 regi- 
ments of dragoons, and one of horſe. He paſ- 
ſed accordingly the canal; but receiving advice 
from M. Bothmar, that their conjunction was 
impracticable, he returned the 7th to his former 
polt, The deputies gave, in the mean time, 
ſeveral orders for ſecuring the poſts that were 
moſt expoſed. The garriſon of the fort of the 
Red-Houſe was farther reinforced with 100 
men, and a ſufficient quantity of proyiſions and 
am- 
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ammunition, Two hundred dragoons of the 
regiment d Audignies were detached for ſecur- 
ing the lines of Bierylict, and 40 were {ent to 
Hulſt. 

The city of Bruges ſurrendered the 6th to the Bruges ſur- 
enemy, without offering any reſiſtance; but made renders to the 
a ſort of capitulation, wherein the Sieur Briel, re- e. 
ceiver of the contributions, and his comptroller 
Volmer, were included, It was thought fit, 
upon this advice, to reinforce the garriſon of 
Damme with all the troops that were in Sluyce, 
except 50 men; and the ſame evening his Grace 
received advice, that that place was to be invelt- 
ed. The governor of the caſtle of Ghent, de- —— the 
ſpairing of being relieved, thought fit to ſurren- 8 4 
der that place upon honourable terms, and de- 
livered one oſ the gates the 8th in the morning, 

The French ſoldiers very much abuſed the 
Engliſh that were in Ghent, and plundered moſt 
of them, which their officers might eaſily have 
prevented, ? 

As this pardon, publiſhed in Ghent, by Briga- — of 
dier La Faille, bore date the 12th of May, it — 
ſnewed that this deſign was of a long ſtanding, and 
not the effect of ſudden meaſures taken by the 
French generals. The deputies of the States re- 
ceived advice, that ſome of the eminent burghers 
were concerned therein, and that the deſign of 
betraying Antwerp to the enemy, which was hap- 
pily diſcovered in May, was to take effect after the 
ſeizing of Ghent, and grounded thereupon. Theſe 
intrigues were probably the chief motives which 
obliged, on a ſudden, the French King to appoint 
the Duke of Burgundy to command his army in 
the Netherlands; for had the deſign taken effect, 
that young Prince, according to the French cuſtom, 
would have been cried up as the ableſt General 
in the world. 

The enemy having been obliged to quit their 
camp of Brain la Lieu, for ſupporting their in- 
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tended conqueſts, the Duke of Marlborough de- 


camped likewiſe from Terbank. He paſſed the 
canal the 5th of July in 4 columns, and en- 
camped with his left at Anderlecht, and his right 
at the mill de Tomberg; where, hearing of the 
enemy's intelligence in Ghent, and of their de- 
tachment, his Grate ſent 4 regiments of dra- 
goons to Dendermond, to have prevented the de- 
ſigrs of the French upon that town, but they came 
too late. That ſame day the French paſſed the 
Senne at Hall and Tubiſe, and were paſſing at the 
mill of Goicke till night, within a league of our 
right wing, which came very late into its camp. 
The army having made a long march thro' difh- 
cult ways, it was not poſlible to attack the enc- 
my that night. 

The 6th, in the morning, the Confederate 
army was drawn up in battle, the greateſt part of 
the horſe and foot having been brought to the 
right in the night. The enemy had the whole 
night, with all poſſible diligence, paſſed over the 
Dender through the town of Ninove, and over 
bridges which were made nearitfor that purpoſe ; 
ſo that the detachment, ſent to attack their rear- 
guard, came too late to find any thing but their 
{mall baggage, and the detachment that guarded 
it. Major-General Thulenberg and Sir Richard 
Temple, with ten ſquadrons and five battalions, 
beat the eſcort, and took a great deal of baggage. 
Their detachment was ſuſtained by Major- Gene- 
ral Duveene, with 10 ſquadrons more, That 
night, the Duke of Marlborough encamped at 
Aſche. The enemies camp extended itſelf from 
above Aloſt to Schillebillie on the Scheld. Prince 
Eugene arrived at Aſche, having left his horſe at 
Maeſtricht. The next day the army continued at 
Aſche : a regulation was made for the baggage, 
and pioneers were ſent out on every {ide to make 
ways. 
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The 8th, being Sunday, the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough was very ill of a violent feveriſh diſtemper, 
but was much better towards the evening. Orders 
were given, during the indiſpoſition of Ins Grace, 
at M. d' Auverquerque's quarters. There were 
four battalions Gn in to reinforce the garriſon of 
Bruſſels; and eight ſquadrons, and as many bat- 
talions, ordered away with Major-General Cado- 
gan and the quarter-maſters, to make the ways. 
The 9th, the army marched in four columns 
by the left; all the horfe of the right wing in 
one column on the right, the horſe of the left in 
a column on the left, and the foot of both lines 
breaking in the middle in two columns in the 
center. The Earl of Albemarle was left with 
all the grenadiers of the army, and 30 ſquadrons, 
to make the rear · guard, in caſe the enemy ſhould 
have made any movement towards Bruſſels. 

This morning, the Duke of Marlborough heard 
that the detachments of 700 men from Aeth, 
Courtray, and Menin, were ſafely got into Oude- 
narde, and that Brigadier Chanclos, who had 
lkewiſe flung himſelf into the town, was not in 
any apprehenſion for the ſafety of it. Waleff's 
dragoons were likewiſe to be in the town this 
morning from Aeth, whither they had been ſent 


from Aſche for that end. The regulation touch- 


ing the baggage was exactly obſerved, and the 
ways being well made, the army marched in beau- 
tiful order, and with prodigious expedition. The 


head was paſſed Herfelinghen, which is above 5 


leagues from Aſche, before 11 o'clock. The lines 
perfectly cloſed up without ſtraggling or any thing 
left behind. The Duke of Marlborough gave 
orders for the army to pitch their tents juſt in 
their march, fronting towards the enemy. The 
French, who were far from expecting that the 
Duke of Marlborough's army was able to make 


ſuch a march, did not beat their general till three 


in the afternoon, reckoning themſelves ſure of the 
SN camp 
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eamp of Leſſines, in which they deſigned to cover 
the ſiege of Oudenarde, which they had inveſted 
this morning, their artillery being ready at Tour- 
nay. At ſeven the retreat was beat, which was 
the ſignal for ſtriking the tents, and marching 
immediately. The army marched all night, and 
Major-General Cadogan, with his detachment, 
having taken poſt and made bridges over the 
Dender at Leſſines, the army began to pats at 
eleven o'clock on Tueſday the ioth, and conti- 
nued their march to the camp on the other ſide. 
The rivulet that falls into the Dender, below the 
camp of Leſſmes, is what makes the ſtrength of 
that ſituation, . The enemy finding themſelves 
diſappointed of this camp, left their route to- 
wards the camp of Leſſines, in which they had 
marched ſeveral hours, and faced towards Gavre, 
to paſs the Scheld there. 

Wedneſday morning, the 11th, news came that 
the enemy had quitted Oudenarde. Brigadier 
Chanclos charged their rear- guard with Walett's 
dragoons; and Major-General Cadogan was ſent 
with 16 battalions and 8 ſquadrons, to make the 
ways and bridges at Oudenarde. The army be- 
gan to march at eight o' clock by the left, (til! 
in four columns, as it had encamped. After the 
news came of the enemies being {till paſſing at 
Gavre, and that there were hopes of coming to 
action, the army marched with ſo great expedi- 
tion, that the head was, at two o'clock in the 
afternoon, at the bridges over which the 16 bat- 
talions that were with Major-General Cadogan 
were then paſſing. The eight ſquadrons, and the 
quarter-maſters, with Major General Rantzau, 
were poſted on an eminence behind the rivulet that 
runs into the Scheld. They ſaw a great many 
French ſquadrons drawn up on the plain, on the 
other ſide the rivulet; and the mirech of the 
French army being directed towards their right, 
they had flung 7 battalions of foot into Heaurne, 
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The rivulet above is marſhy, and hardly paſſable Lv 


for horſe, tho” very narrow. Theſe appearances 


made it uncertain, whether their true defi 


was to hinder the Duke of Marlborough's paſ- 


ſing the -Scheld, or to gain their own lines be- 


tween Liſle and Tournay, which they might ex- 


ect to have time enough to do. For they could 
* no means imagine ſuch a vaſt army could march 


ſive leagues in a very cloſe country, have their 


ways made, pals a great river, and give them 


diſturbance, all in one day. | 


About three o' clock, the French cavalry in Bottle of 
that plain, before our advanced-guards, began to Ondenarde. 


diſappear, taking their march towards their own 


right. Then Major-General Cadogan, who, be- Tadogan 
tween 3 and 4, with 12 of the 16 battalions, had takes the vil- 


8 : zn. lage Heaurne 
paſſed the bridge, attacked the village Heaurne 3 


talions. 


with ſuch bravery (brigadier Sabine, with his 


themſelves maſters of the village; in which were 
7 French battalions,” three of which were taken 
entire, as was the greater part of the other four, 
Immediately after Major-General Rantzau, at 
the head of the 8 Squadrons, with the quarter- 
maſters, paſſed the rivulet, and advanced into the 
plain, where the French horſe had been drawn up 
between the villages of Rotze and Mullon. A great 
many ſquadrons of their rear- guard ſtill paſſing 
through that plain, the 8 Squadrons, with the 
quarter-maſters, being formed into ſquadrons, 
attacked them with great vigour, and drove them 
into the cloſe ground 4nd'the highway that led 
into the march of their own army. Here it was 
that the Prince Electoral of Hanover (now Kin 
of Great-Britain) diſtinguiſhed himſelf, charging 
with his ſword in his hand at the head of a ſqua- 
dron of Bulau's dragoons. His horſe was ſhot 
under him, and Colonel Luſcky, that command- 


ed the ſquadron, was killed, fighting bravely by 
Is kim. 
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- 1708 him. Lieutenant-General Shullembergh, and ſeve- 
aal other voluntiers, behaved themſelves with 


De Duke 
haſtens the 


great ſpirit, and led up the ſquadrons. Here the 
French regiment of La Rertoſche, and ſeveral o- 
ther regiments, were entirely broke. The Colo- 
nel La Bertoſche, being dangerouſly wounded, 
was taken; as were many other officers, with 
12 ſtandards and kettle-drums, 

In the mean time the troops continued to paſs 
the bridges with great diligence. The Pruſſian 
horſe formed themſelves upon the right, in the 
ſame plain where our advanced guard was; and 
the reſt of the horſe, as they paſſed, followed the 
Pruſſians through the village of Heaurne into the 
plain. The foot, by reaſon of the length of the 
march, and that the horſe had gallop'd a great 
part of the way, arrived later at their bridges, ſo 
that till five o' clock there was no foot, except 
the 16 battalions. 

My Lord Duke, with Prince Eugene, being 
paſſed into the plain, to the head of the horſe, 


coming up of where they were forming, and perceiving the great 


the foot. 


Who arrive. 


need there was of foot, ſent orders to the foot 
that had been employed in the attack of the vil- 


lage, to leave their poſt there, and fling themſelves 


into the hedges on the other fide of the plain, 
towards which the enemy ſeemed to be marching 
with great diligence, There were then but two 
battalions of ours on that ſide of the plain, which 
were major- general Collier's and Brigadier Grunt 
chon's. They were attacked with preat fury, but 
maintained their poſt with prodigious bravery till 
more foot came up to ſuſtain them, long after- 
wards. The Duke ſent orders after orders to the 
foot to preſs their march, the French being then 


forming, and ready to attack the foot that was 


there with very unequal numbers, In this time 
the Duke of Argyle arrived with 20 battalions: 
They were hardly poſted when the French attack- 
ed them with great fury, driving ſome _ 

at- 
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battalions from their polt, which, notwithſtanding 1508 
the inequality of numbers, they retook again 
ſword in hand. This happened about fix in the 
evening. Count Lottum, by this time, was com- 

ing up with the reſt of the foot of the right, to 

ſuſtain this attack. His Grace finding the great 

effort was like to be made on the right, ſent to 

the left for 20 battalions. The leſt wing, which 

had paſſed their horſe through Oudenarde, and 

the foot over bridges below the town made for 

that purpoſe, arriving ſome time later than the 

right, had formed themſelves in two lines, with 

the village of Merghem behind them. 

As ſoon as the foot arrived, they formed them- 

{elves in two lines before the horſe, and then at- 

tacked, in very good order, the incloſures and 

villages in their froat, wherein the French were 

poſted. About ſeven o' clock the fire grew uni- 

verſal both on the right and left. In moſt places 

the French gave way; but, being ſuſtained with 

freth troops, the action was maintained very ob- 

ſtinately a good while after. Before the left of 
the left wing there was a kind of an opening, 

through which run a road that led into the plain 

on the top of the hill. The Prince of Frieſe, 

at the head of the Dutch foot, cleared this o- 

pening. In the. inſtant in which this was per- 
forming, my Lord Marlborough arrived at the 

left, Prince Eugene taking care of the right. At 

the ſame time the fire was ſeen to go into the Th, gyey 
er the French ſeeming to yield almoſt every give way. 
where. 

My Lord Duke ſent orders to M. d' Auver- 

querque and count Tilly, on the top of the hill 

to preſs the French as much as they could on that 

ſide. Accordingly they paſſed the Daniſh horſe 

through a narrow defile, into a field where all 

the French houſhold were drawn up under the 
5 hedges. Round this great field, being poſſeſſed 
a by the French, the Prince of Frieſe brought he 
- dot; 
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1708 foot; and having formed them in two lines, he 
[GRE led them on with great reſolution, the French 


every where giving way. The count d' Oxen- 
ſteirne was along with this Prince and the foot, 
This happened to be upon the flank of the French; 


Their great ſo that moſt of thoſe that were retiring, being 


con fuſion. 


beaten from the right to the left, were forced 
back again into the incloſures in great diſorder; 
ſo that at laſt, when it was growing dark, many 
battalions, and more ſquadrons, flung themſelves 
out in a deſperate manner. Some of them, pier- 
eng through others, were cut to pieces; ſome 
were forced back; ſome paſſed through unper- 
ceived, and others aſked to capitulate for their 
whole regiments. | 

The diſorder was now fo very great, and the 


fire directed ſo many different ways at once, that 


it was impoſſible to know friends from foes ; for 


The fire ſuſ- Which reaſon politive orders were given to fire 


pended, 


no more till morning, and rather let the enemies 
eſcape, than for the victors to venture putting 
themſelves in confuſion. | 


Bravery of During the greateſt part of this action, M. d 
the generals. Auverquerque was on horſeback at the head of 


the troops, in the hotteſt of the fire z Count 
Tilly was at the head of the horſe; and the 
Prince of Wirtemberg animated the troops every 
where by his own example, ſhewing himſelf in 
all places where the enemy appeared. A great 
many ſquadrons of the French houſhold, which 
advanced to ſupport their foot, were broke to 
pieces, Lieutenant-general Rantzau diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf very much -on'this occaſion. » 

On the right, while the Duke of Marlborough 
was on the left, Prince Eugene having made open- 
ings with the foot, ſent in the horſe to a little 
plain to attack the French cavalry ; which they 
did with very good ſucceſs : But purſuing too far, 
they ſuffered by the fire of the foot, and by 
freſh horſe that came pouring down upon _ 
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The Pruſſian Gendarms diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
very much, and loſt very near the half of their 
number in this action. Lieutenant- General Watſ- 
more, who ſhewed a great deal of valour in com- 
manding that attack, was, at the head of thoſe 
troops, wounded ſlightly above the eye. 

Towards night, the French hardly made any 
more reſiſtance any where, every thing ſeeming 
to be in the laſt diſorder. Had there been two 
hours more of light, in all probability their 
whole body of foot, and their right wing of 
horſe, had been entirely cut off; they being very 
near ſurrounded. As ſoon as it was dark, their 
troops retired by the road that goes through the 
village of Huyſen, from Oudenarde to Ghent. 
Their artillery and baggage were not come up; 
ſo that, in all the action, they did not make uſe 
of above four pieces of canon. As ſoon as it 
was light next morning, the troops that had lain 
upon their arms all night were ready; but the 
enemy was gone, leaving only ſome foot, and 
35 ſquadrons for their rear- guard. 

The Duke of Marlborough ordered 40 ſqua- 
drons from the right, commanded by the lieute- 
nant- generals Bulau and Lumley with a conſider- 
able body of foot, to attack them: but the French 
having flung themſelves into the highway that runs 
to Ghent, they were followed only by four bat- 
talions and 40 ſquadrons. The grenadiers of the 
4 battalions puſhed 12 companies of the French 
grenadiers, who were poſted along the high- 
way, to ſecure their retreat. The head of the 
ſquadrons, falling into the fire of the French 
grenadiers, had ſeveral officers and ſoldiers killed 
and wounded; but the regiment of Pentz ſuffered 
moſt. Of the grenadiers commanded by Major 
Erwing, ſeveral officers were killed and wounded 
on this occaſion, Major-General Meredith was 


ſlightly wounded with a nn on the bone 


of che cheek. 


The night 
favourable ts 
the French, 


Action the 


next morning 
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1708 On the enemies ſide a great many were killed 
aud taken. The regiment of Riſbourg was en- 
In which the tirely ruined, being the laſt regiment that ſtood. 
enemy ſuffer. Two entire companies were taken. Brigadier 
Pourriennee, who commanded the laſt brigade, was 
taken, with many other. officers. Their rear- 
guard was puſhed within leſs than two leagues of 
Ghent; but there being only one road, without 
any place to form in, and the foot being very 
much tired, it was not thought ſit to purſue them 
any farther. What remained of their army re- 
tired under the cannon of Ghent. rk: 
Loſs on both The loſs of the French, in this action, amount- 
* ed to above 4000 left dead on the place: They 
carried off 5000 wounded, and had about 7000 
made priſoners. On the fide of the Allies only 
2000 were ſlain, and about the ſame number 
wounded. They took 34 ſtandards, 25 colours, 
; and 5 kettle-drums, 
The ſvattered The remains of the French army marched 
condition of through Ghent in great diſorder, having About 
the French . 8 
* 100 pieces of cannon with them; and encamped 
along the canal of Bruges, the Duke of Burgundy 
taking his. quarters at Bellem. They left twenty 
two battalions for a garriſon in the former place, 
which ſuffered ſo very much in the battle, that 
they were reduced to a very few men. It was 
impoſſible to expreſs the conſternation of the 
French Princes and generals; eſpecially when they 
| heard that the Duke of Marlborough was marched 
| towards Ipres, had forced the lines of Comines, 
| and made the neceſſary diſpoſitions for cutting off 
the communication between France and the 
French army. 
To confirm theſe accounts given by the Allies, 
we need only to make ſome extracts from papers 
French os. Written by the French themſelves. In one of them, 
SEES of their dated from Paris, we are told, that when the 
King received at Fontainbleau the firſt advice 


own loſs. 
« of the fatal battle fought near Oudenarde, he 
« Was 
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% was ſo much concerned, that he could not for- 
« hear to utter theſe words: Again without ſuc- 
* ceſs! O Spain / what blood do you coſt And 
in another article from Ipres we have theſc 
words: Our loſs in the battle near Oudenarde 
e appears every day much greater than was re- 
ported: for beſides 6000 men we loſt upon 
« the ſpot, the enemy took 600 officers, and 
« 5000 private men, priſoners.” But the moſt 
remarkable piece is the extract of a letter from 
the ſame place, written by a French officer who 
was there priſoncr. 

I can only ſend you an unwelcome relation Extra f 2 
« of the particulars of the battle which happened letter from 4 


| 
) « yeſterday about two in the afternoon near French 
7 « Oudenarde. *Twill prove a great blow to "+ 
; « France; for without exaggerating the matter, 
; « we loſt above 10,000 men, killed or wounded, 
« or taken. The action was very ill managed on 
] « our fide; for inſtead of attacking the enemy 
t e whenthey began to paſs the Scheld near Oude- 
d e nardeateleveninthe morning, we let them come 
y « over the river quietly, which they would not 
y « have adventured to do, had we in any tolera- 
, ble manner offered to diſpute their paſſage. At 
It „ leaſt 40 of our beſt regiments are reduced to 
18 « a wretched condition, the greateſt part of them 
je «« being killed or taken; fo that it will be a long 
y « time, before they can be re-eſtabliſhed. Of 
d « four regiments of the King's houſhold at leaſt 
s, * half are taken priſoners, and among them are 
of « ſeveral perſons of note. ; 
ne The Duke of Marlborough, in a letter to Of anther 
Queen Anne, dated July 23+has theſe expreſſions ; from the D. 
8, The circumſtances in this laſt battle, I think, 9 Marlbo- 
IS * ſhewthe hand of God: for we were obliged ” ough, 
m, not only to march five leagues that morning, but 
he d to pals a river before the enemy, and to en- 
ice gage them before the whole army was paſſed; 
he U „Which 
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ce Which was a viſible mark of the favour of 


Heaven won and your arms.“ | 
It was obſerved, that the Duke of Burgundy, 


in this retreat, did not take the poſt of honour, 


but out of modeſty reſigned to the Duke de Ven- 
dome the care of bnnging up the rear, and ar- 
rived himſelf at five o clock the next morning 
after the battle at Ghent, attended by the Duke 
of Berry and the Chevalier de St. George. A late 
Author, who very much favours the French, and 
in particular the Duke de Vendome, tells us, 
„ That there was a ſecret force which drew the 
„ young Prince towards that city, which made 
c him contend with the Duke de Vendome a- 
4 gainſt giving battle till it was too late to avoid 
« it, and till they could not fight but with diſad- 
% vantage.“ Vendome arrived there at nine 
o'clock, and ordered the troops to march through 
Ghent, without making any halt, to Lovendeghem, 
on the canal between that city and Ghent. Their 
retreat was very diſorderly, at leaſt amongſt the 
foot ; for the cavalry, having had bur little ſhare 
in the action, retired in better order. As they had 
left their cannon and light baggage at Gavre on the 
day of the fight, they had the good luck to fare 
it, and afterwards planted ĩt on the entrenchments 
they caſt up along the canal. They had abore 


io ſield- pieces, beſides the cannon they found 


in Ghent. The hoſpirals and publick places in 
Ghent being not able to receive the wounded, 
part of them were ſent to Bruges. 

The Confederate troops being returned to their 
camp, which was the field of battle, they reſted 


there the 12th and 13th, while Prince Eugene, 


the Duke of Marlborough, the deputies of the 
States, and M. d' Auverquerque, debated in a 
council of war what was to be done in the preſent 
conjuncture; and reſolved that the army under 
the Duke of Marlborough ſhould immediately 


march towards Menin,paſs the Lys, level the lines 
betu cen 
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between Warneton and Ipres, and hinder any de- 
tachment from getting into Ipres, or the French 
army from retiring that way. Prince Eugene 
was to march at the ſame time towards Bruſſels, 
to aſſemble his forces, obſerve the motions of the 
Duke of Berwick, and hinder the French from 
retiring into Brabant by the ſame way they came. 
According to theſe kn the Count de Lot- 
tum, General of the Pruſſians, with the Lieute- 
nants · General Fagel and Dopft,marched the 13th 
at night, with 30 battalions and 40 ſquadrons, 
towards Old Helchin, and the next day advanced 
towards the French lines. The fort of the Red 
Bridge was abandoned without any reſiſtance. 
Warneton, Comines, and Werwick ſurrendered 
the 15th. in the afternoon, and they took in thoſe 
polts 300 priſoners. The ſame day the army, 
which had encamped between Bellegen and Hau- 
terive, marched in two columns towards Menin, 
paſſed the Lys on two bridges near that place, and 
encamped between Werwick and Menin. While 
the lines between the Lys and Ipres were demo- 
kſhing by a detachment of the army, other de- 
tachments were ſent to raiſe contributions as far 
as Arras; and the deputies that came from that 
country, not having been able to agree, returned 
home. This obliged the Generals to have recourſe 
to military executions, and the parties ſet on fire 
two of the ſuburbs of Arras. Another party ad- 
vanced to Lens to ſet it on ſire; but the inhabi-- 
tants gave hoſtages to pay what was demanded. 
of them. The Duke of Marlborough kept his 
troops under a ſtrict diſcipline ; fo that the coun- 
try people brought plenty of proviſions to his 
camp. Prince Eugene lay encamped at Enguien 
with a detachment of the grand army, and the 
torges he brought from Germany, except the Pa- 
latine infantry, which eneamped without Bruſſels; 
near the gates of Louvain, Namure, and Hall. 
Thas Prince obſerved the Duke. of. Berwick, 
. U 2 whoſe: 
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1708 Whole forces were poſted between Mons and 
Conde. | 

It is very remarkable, that before the battle of 
Oudenarde, when Prince Eugene left his army, 
and came up alone to be prefent at the action, 
upon ordering the troops to advance towards the 
enemy, his Grace told his Serene Highneſs, 
** That he was not without hopes of felicitating 
* him with the ſight of a victory at his arrival in 
Flanders, eſpecially as the troops were animat- 
ed with his Highnefs's preſence.” His Grace 
had indeed always a fort of noble confidence in 
his good fortune, which a long feries of uninter- 

rupted ſucceſs could not but ſtrengthen. 

As the conſternation was very great in the 
enemy's country, by reaſon of the late excur- 
fions therein, the Duke of Marlborough reſolved 
to detach a more conſiderable body into the French 

erritories, to extend the contributions, or pro- 

ceed to military execution in cafe of refuſal. 

Care taken t6 be generals and the States deputies having taken 
ſecure the con- . . 

_ into conſideration, that as long as the enemies 

were polted between Ghent and Bruges, it was 

| impoſſible for them to receive their heavy artillery 

for a ſiege, orders were ſent to the governor of 

Sas-van-Ghent, to ſend the boats loaden with tt, 

- which had been ſome time in that place, to 

Antwerp ; from whence the train could be car- 

ricd to Bruſſels by means of the canal. At the 

lame time a new train of 20 battering-pteces was 

ordered from Maeſtricht to Bruſſels, and the 

country was to furniſh a fafficient number of 

horſes for that ſervice. The hereditary Prince 

of Heſſe-Caſſel, with the Saxon and Heſſian ca- 

valry, continued at Bruſſels for ſecuring the tranſ- 

rt of this artillery :. and while the Allies were 

A their own convoys, ten ſquadrons un- 

Oudenarde, to hinder the enemy from receiving 

any convoys from Tournay, where there was ad- 
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vice, they had one preparing: Another detach - 1908: 
ment of 500; hore, under the Prince of Avergne- wu, 


and Count Maurice de Naſſau, was detached at the 
ſame time towards Kouffelaer; to cut off the con- 
voys of proviſions the enemy might receive by the 
way of Ipras; and all poſhble precautions were ta- 
ken to ſtreighten them in their camp, where they 
continued to entrench themſelves, and talked: of 
inſulting the frontiers of the States. But I muſt 
not mention every minute motion of either army. 
On the 24th of July, advice came to the camp, 
that the Duke of Berwick was marched from 
Doway with 23 ſquadrons, beſides the cavalry of 
the garriſon of Liſle, to Tournay,  with-a-defign: 
to attack the baggage of the Allies in their march 
from Aeth: whereupon the Duke of Marlborough. 
detached 6 ſquadrons from the right, under the 
command of Major-General Baudits, to re- inforce 
Lieutenant-General Dompre, who had been de- 


tached with 2000 horſe ; and ſo the baggage Mich ar 
came ſafe into the camp, the enemy not thinking er. 


ſit to attack it. | 


According to: a reſolution before- taken; 50; An excurſiong, 


ſquadrons, 12 battalions; and 1000 grenadiers, Headed 5» 


* 


were detached to march towards the country” of (unt Til. 


Artois, under Count Tilly, the Lieutenants-Ge- 
neral. Orkney, Rantzau, and Hompeſch, and the 
Majors-General Webb, Rantzau, and Count d' 
Erbach. The infantry were to take poſt at La Baſ-- 
ſee; but the cavalry to advance into the French. 
territories as far as Picardy, to lay them under 
contribution, or put them under military execution. 
Tilly, with the detachment under his command, 
fell in the 26th, between La Baſſee and Lens, with! 
899 horſe detached from the army of the Duke of 
Berwick, of which he killed a great many, and 
took a Colonel, a Major, 3 captains, and 200 
troopers, His troops purſued the enemy to the gates 
of Lens, wherein they had poſted 1400 foot, uchi: 
abandoned the town the 27th, 1 
un U 3 J 
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of Count Tilly's infantry. ; That General took 
poſſeſſion of the place, and put in it 5 battalions. 
Upon advice, that a detachment from the Duke 
of Burgundy's army was to join the Duke of Ber- 
wick, the Lieutenants-General Dedem and Eaſt- 
Frieſland were ſent with 20 battalions and 15 
ſquadrons, with orders to poſt thtmſelyes at Ar- 
mentieres, to be ready to join Count Tilly in caſe 
of need. The deputies of the province of Artois 
agreed with that Count for contributions, and ſent 
ſeveral detachments towards Picardy. Marſhal 
Boufflers and M. Chamillard arrived about this 
ume at Liſle, which place the enemy put in a 
good poſture of defence, expecting to be belieged 
upon the arrival of the artillery, according to a 
reſalutian of the Confederate generals. At laſt 
Count Tilly's detachment, having burnt. the ſu- 
burbs of Dourlens, returned to the camp with 
ſeveral hoſtages from Picardy. F 

The French having continued to entrench 


invade Dutæb themſelves along the canal of Bruges, while Count 


Flanders. 


Tilly was raiſing contributions in the province of 
Artois, the Duke of Burgundy detached: 1 5,000 
men under the command of the Chevalier du 
Rozel, io make an irruption into Dutch Flanders. 
They advanced to the lines of Biervliet; and 
General Fagel and Major-Geveral Murray, ha- 
ving but 3 battalions and a regiment of dragoons 
väth them, did not think ſit to expoſe thoſc 
troops, and there fore quitted the lines, and put 
their men into Sluyce and other places. The 
enemy finding; the lines unguarded, marched into 
che iſland of Caſandt, where they plundered and 
burnt about 100 houſes, and obliged the inhabi- 
tants to agree to pay them contributions; after 
which they returned to their camp. This inva- 
ſion made the States very uneaſy, but was not able 
to oblige their High- Mightineſſes to alter their 
meaſures. They had wiſely provided for the 
ſecurity of their territories, without __ 
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the project of the ſiege of Liſle. ' Mean time the 150 
2 — reported, that their generals =, 
could not believe the Alles would undertake a 

ſiege of that importance, at ſuch a diſtance from 

their magazines. They were furpriſed therefore 

at the march of the Confederate army, and burnt 


moſt of their ſuburbs. I ſhall not here give any : 


detail of that ſiege, having already done it in the 
hiſtory of Prince Eugene, Who commanded it; but 
confine myſelf to the motions of the Grand army, 
with which the Duke of Marlborough covered 
that enterpriſe. 8 * F 

The Earl of Orkney, with the Majors-General 
Denhoff and Schuylemburg, and 3 brigadiers, were 
derached in the night between the 18th and 19th 
of Auguſt, with 3000 foot and 1000 horſe, to 
take poſt near Templeuve, to cover a convoy of 
ammunition which was going to the camp before 
Liſle; but the march of that convoy being coun- 
termanded, the detachment returned into the camp. . 
King Auguſtus and the Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel King An- 
being arrived the x7th at Aeth, in their way to the Feſtus ny 
army, the Duke of Marlborough met them at Potte Heſſe _— 
on the Scheld the 18th, and conducted them to the Dyte's camp. 
camp. His Majelty took his quarters at my Lord 
Duke's, and che Landgrave with his fon Prince 
William. The 19th, the firſt line of the army was 
drawn up, and viewed by thoſe princes, who ſet 
out the 20th for the camp before 'Liſke, 

The generals having thought fit that the Grand Tj, army 
army ſhould make a motion from Helchin, for the ;1oves from 
better covering the ſiege, the cavalry of the left Helchin. 
marchedthe 22d towards the Scheld, and encamp- 
ed between the villages of Potte and St. Vernoux, 
to be nearer at hand to paſs the Scheld, and form 
the van · guard of the army, which was to march 
by che left. The 23d, by break of day, 1 500 
horſe, commanded by the Count d' Erbeck Major- 

General, and Brigadier Groveſtein, were detached 
with the quarter-malters-general- to mark out a 
214 camp 
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% camp on the other ſide of the Scheld; and about 
ſeven o clock the whole army marched in two 
columns by the left, paſſed the Scheld near Potte 
on four bridges, and encamped at Amongies, the 
right to the river hear Eſcanaffe, and the left at 
| On the 28th, the Duke of Marlborough, being 
wy 2 en encamped at Amongies, detached the Earl of Ath- 
len. lone, -with 1500 horſe; to obſerve the motions of 
the enemy, hat general advanced towards 
Leuſe, and his van-guard-meeting with 100 horſc 
detached from the army of the Duke of Berwick, 
they charged them with ſo much vigour, that they 
ran away, and left 30 priſoners. The ſame day the 
army of the Duke de Vendome advanced to Ni- 
nove, and the Duke of Berwick to Enguien, hav- 
ing left his baggage behind the Haine near Mons. 
They had put 5 battalions and 3 ſquadrons into 
Bruges, and 12 battalions and 7 ſquadrons into 
| Ghent, The two French armies marched towards 
LCLeſſines the 29th, and joined there, when all their 
troops made 208 ſquadrons and 126 battalions, 
Upon thoſe marches, the Duke of Marlborough 
thought fit to repaſs the Scheld, and encamped 
again at Helchin, from whence he marched the 
31ſt; in the afternoon, to Templeuye. Their 
next camp was with their right at Pont a Treſlin, 
having the river Marc before them. 
As ſoon as the forces were got into the camp, 
his Grace went to the quarters of Prince Eugene, to 
confer with him; and the army received orders to 
| farage beyond the Mare, and gatherin as much as 
The Conſe. Ever they could.” The ad of September my Lord 
derat- gene Duke, Prince Eugene, M. d'Auverquerque, and the 
rals reſolve other generals, went to view the country, and 
to draw vp what ground was moſt convenient to poſt their ar- 
3 m my on, in caſe the French ſhould attempt to re- 
þ . g  lieveLiſlez when it was reſolved to draw out the 
ry army in order of battle in the plain of Liſle. The 
ſame. day the enemy began to paſs the Scheld, 
ar 


in 
five 
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five columns, below and above Tournay. The 3d, 1708 
they marched in 4 columns, along the cauſey Ay 
between Liſle and Tournay; but being come to 
Camphin, they turned to their left, and marched 
towards Orchiers. It was judged from their mo- 
tions, that they deſigned to march up to the head 
of the Marc, to come at the Allies without being 
obliged to paſs any river. 

The ſame day the quarter-maſters of the army 
went to mark the ground each regiment was to 
take up, between the mill of Noyelle and the vil- 
lage of Fretin, and all the baggage was ſent into 
the entrenchments before Liſle. The enemy lay 
that night on their arms near Orchiers, and the 
4th in-the morning continued their march towards 
Mons en Pevelle. - Hereupon the Confederate 
army marched the ſame ay Hou ro0'cdlock to 
the ground marked out day before, and 
were joined in the evening by Prince Eugene wit 
26 battalions and 76 ſquadrons, which were poſt- 
ed on the right of che line "with the Praſfan., 9%" Y 
troops: the Engliſh and Danes were on the leſt, 8 2 
and the Dutch and Hanoverians in the centre. 
All the cavalry was drawn up in two lines, and 
the infantry formed a third line behind the horſe. : 
This diſpoſition was thought neceſſary in a plain; 
and, to cover the flanks of the army, 20 batta- 
lions were poſted on each wing, and behind them 
20 ſquadrons as a body of reſerve, to be employ- 

ed where it ſhould be thought neceſſary. Count 

. Naſſau-Woudenburgh, with his brigade, was 
poſted in the . of Eadere, neee the 
head of the army, ? 

- They continued! in that poſture- all the 1 

between the th and 5th, having placed 8 
tillery in front, in the places through which it 
was believed the enemy might come. The head 4, engages 
of the French army was within a league of the — — 
Allies, and they were joined by all their field- expefted. 

, and 30 pieces of heavy cannon from 
Doway. 
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Doway; This made the Duke believe they would 
attack him the next morning; when the two ar- 
mies were ſo near that they could hear the beat- 
ing of each others drums. By break of day the 
Confederate generals repaired to their reſpective 
poſts, to be ready to receive the enemy; and 
Lieutenant-General Fagel, having marched with 
almoſt an incredible ſpeed, joined them that mor- 
ning with 7 battalions and 7 ſquadrons. King Au- 
guſtus and the Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel came 
alſo to be voluntiers in the engagement. They 
continued till ten o'clock in order of battle, when 
the generals, ſeeing the French did not advance, 
ordered the tents to be pitched again, and the 
22 of Prince Eu ge returned to the 
camp before Liſle, except ſome Imperial and Heſ- 
The generals concluding, that the enemy had 


enemy avoid- o other deſign, than to give frequent alarms to 
ing, the Duke retard the ſiege of Liſle, and ſtreighten them in 
orders bis ar. their forage, without venturing a fight, an hun- 


my to. . 
trench. 


dred men out of each battalion were ordered to 
caſt up an entrenchment from the mill of Noyelle 
to the mill of Fretin. The village of Seclin lay 
in the front of this line, and was the place through 
which the enemy might moſt conveniently make 
an attack. Thoſe entrenchments, which cover- 
ed the army againſt all ſurpriſe, were perfected 
the 7th of September, when the infantry was 
drawn up in two lines behind them, and the horſe 
in two lines on the wings. My Lord Duke continu- 
ed in his quarters at Fretin, and M. d' Auverquer- 
que at Peronne. The enemy were encamped be- 
tween Tumieres and Merigni, having Mons en Pe- 
velle behind them, and the head of the Marc be- 
fore their camp. 1 

Vendome continuing in his camp to alarm the 


Allies, he detached thence thirty {quadrons the 


7th in the morning, which marched by Tournay, 


with a deſign to attack a convoy coming from. 


Bruſſels, 
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Braſſels, under the guard of a body of troops. 1708 
commanded by Lieutenant-General Paſcal. o 
prevent this, the Duke of Marlborough detached 
the ſame evening thirty ſquadrons, under the 
command of the Earl of Albemarle, Major-Ge- 
neral Wittinghoff, and three brigadiers, who were 
ordered to advance as far as Gramont to meet the 
convoy. The next day the enemy advanced 
their foragers within a quarter of a league of Fre- 
tin, where the Duke had his quarters: where- 3, cr of 
upon two Engliſh battalions were ordered to fall . Engliſh 
upon them. They marched to the enemy, and battalions. 
repulſed them to Ennevelin, where they had poſt- 
ed ſome troops in a caſtle ſurrounded with two 
ditches. The Engliſh troops endeavoured to diſ- 
lodge them from thence, and attacked them with 
a preat deal of bravery; but the Duke de Ven- 
dome cauſed all his grenadiers, and the piquet of 
x brigades, which were encamped in the front 
of his army near Pont a Marc, to ſupport his 
troops in the caſtle. This obliged the two bat- 
talions to retire, ſecing they could not force that 
polt without cannon, and without being ſupported 
by all the infantry, which was not thought con- 
venient in the preſent juncture. They made their 
retreat in very good order, and repulſed ſeveral 
times the enemy, tho' they were at leaſt four to 
one. They had three or four officers killed, 
and about 120 ſoldiers killed or wounded: but it 
was impoſſible to expreſs how much this vigorous 
action encouraged the whole army; it being very 
remarkable, that two battalions alone could re- 
pulſe ſuch a body of men. The 10th, the e- 
nemy made a motion, advancing with their right, 
which extended to Berſſe, ſomewhat near Pont a 
Marc, to ſuſtain that poſt, and that of the caſtle 
Ennevelin, 
About this time M. Chamillard arrived in the 
French eamp, with the laſt inſtructions of the 
Molt Chriſtian King, relating to the ſiege of Liſle. 
; A 
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A eouncil of war was thereupon held, and the 
11th in the morning the Duke of Marlborough 


His Grace had advice, that the enemies were in motion ; 
again alarm- and about two in the afternoon the head of 


ed by the 
French. 


their army was ſeen, conſiſting of ſeveral batta- 
lions and ſquadrons, with their workmen, who 
levell'd the ground between them and the Duke's 
entrenchments. A few minutes after, thoſe troops 
advanced towards the entrenchments, in very 
good order, which made his Grace believe, that 
they deſigned to attack him: whereupon 3 puns 
were fired, as a ſignal for every regiment of 
the army to take their poſt behind the entrench- 
ments. About half an hour paſt three, the ene- 
my began to cannonade the Confederate army with 
10 or 12 pieces of cannon, and chiefly the village 
of Entieres, which lay before the great entrench- 
ment, and which was fortified with good works, 
The Duke of Marlborough, who had foreſcen that 
the enemy would attack that poſt, placed there- 
in two brigades, one of Engliſh commanded by 
Brigadier Evans, and one of Dutch commanded 
by Brigadier Wertmuller, with ſufficient artille- 
ry for its defence. Mean time an officer was 
diſpatched to Prince-Eugene, to acquaint him with 
this motion; and that Prince came with all ſpeed, 
with a great detachment from his army. Orders 
were likewiſe ſent to the Earl of Albemarle, who 
was between Menin and Oudenarde, with 30 ſqua- 
drons, to guard a convoy from Bruſſels, to return 
to the camp with all ſpeed; and the 12th, by 
break of day, his Lordſhip arrived with his dc- 
tachment. All the neceſſary diſpoſitions were 
made for giving a warm reception to the enemy ; 
and as it was expected they would attack the next 
morning, the army continued all the night on their 
arms, behind the entrenchments; Prince Eugenc, 
the Duke of Marlborough, and the Field-Marſſial 
d' Auverquerque, remaining all that time in their 
reſpective poſts. bh 

The 
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The 12th, about half an hour paſt ſix in the 2708 
morning, the enemy began again to cannonade 
the Duke's entrenchments with 30 or 40 pieces /e at laſt 
of cannon, molt 24 pounders: and the Allies «tempt 19> 
anſwered them from their artiflery placed on the %ig. 
entrenchments with good ſucceſs. His Grace be- 
lieved, for ſome time, they were then in carneſt;z 
but, at laſt, ſeeing they would not come up, the 
troops were ordered to their tents near the en- 
trenchments. The 13th in the morning the Con- 
federates expected to be entertained with the like 
muſick as the day before, having been informed 
that they had in the night prepared ſome other 
batteries: but they had withdrawn their heavy 
cannon, tho' they continued in the ſame poſt. 
Prince Eugene hereupon returned to the camp be- 
fore Liſle, with moſt of the foot he had brought 
with him. As deſerters and Ipies had unanimouſly 
reported, that the enemy had reſolved, in the 
reat council of war held in the preſence of M. 
de Chamillard the 10th inſtant, to attack the 
Duke's entrenchments, the ſoldiers of the Allies 
were in great expectation of a fight; and no 
words can expreſs the alacrity they ſhewed when 
| they ſaw the enemy in motion. The enemy con- 
| tinued the 1 4th to fortify the village of Seclin, but 
yet did not bring any artillery to theſe entrench- 
) ments, and withdrew ſome regiments that were 
too much expoſed to the cannon of the Allies, 
) which did great execution amongſt them. 
/ M. de Chamillard being upon his return to 
- the French court, where he was now prime mini- 
p 
t 


ſter, and willing to make a true report to his maſter 
of the ſituation of the Confederate army, went up 
to the top of a ſteeple in Seclin with ſeveral gene- 


r rals, from whence he might have eaſily diſco- 

I vered how the Allies were poſted ; but a can- 17, de (a 
ll non· ball from the batteries of the latter happening millard frigh- 
ir do beat down ſome part of the wall of the church, . 


that miniſter and the generals went down from 
be X che 
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the ſteeple with a great deal of precipitation: The 

Duke of Burgundy held a council of war that 
day, wherein it was reſolved, that ſince there 
was no poſſibility to attack the Duke in his camp 
with any hopes of ſucceſs, their army ſhould de- 
camp from thence, for ſome other deſigns, Ac- 
cordingly the 15th, before break of day, they 
marched without any beat of drum, their right 
to Orchiers, and their left to Ribaucourt. The 
Duke of Marlborough gave orders to his army, 
to be in readineſs to march the 16th to obſcrye 
the enemy. The ſame day his Grace received 
advice, that a convoy of ammunition, for which 
the Confederate generals were in great pain, was 
ſafely arrived from Aecth to Oudenarde. The 
enemy had detached the dragoons of Liftenay 
and Riſburg to intercept it, and the count de la 
Motte was advanced to Grammont upon the ſame 
deſign. 

The 16th, at three in the morning, the ene- 
mies beat the general, and marched before break 
of day in four columns, by Mouchin and Bachy, 
directly towards Tournay : whereupon the Con- 
federate army made a motion; the Engliſh troops, 
with the Pruſſians and Hanoverians, taking the 
right, which encamped to Fretin, and the Danes 
and Dutch m the left to Annappe, with the Marc 
before them all, 

A detachment of 10 ſquadrons from the army 
of his Grace, and the like number from that of 
Prince Eugene, under the command of Brigadier 
Chanclos, marched at the ſame time towards Ou- 
denarde, with orders to obſerve the morions of 
the enemy, who encamped that evening, their 
right to the rivulet Le Chin, and their left ex- 
tending beyond Froimont. The head quarters 
were marked at Blandain; but the Princes went 
to Tournay. The 17th in the morning the enemy 
detached ſeveral regiments of horſe and foot to- 
wards Pont d' Eſpierre, and gave out thatthey were 

- to 
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to march towards Oudenarde. At the ſame time 1708 
a detachment from the Duke's army marched to 
Courtray, but the main body continued where 
they were, in hopes the enemy would diſcover 
their deſigns. They ſpread ſeveral reports in , geveout 
their army; talked of the ſieges of Oudenarde ,,,,;,..; re- 
and Aeth; and of reinforcing the Count de la ports, 
Motte, who was to attack Bruſſels, while the 
army continued about Leſſines, to cut off the 
Allies communication with that city. The Duke 
of Marlborough, not to be behind-hand, ſent or- 
| ders to Major-General Murray to march with ſe- 
| veral regiments from the Dutch Flanders for 
Bruſſels, to cover that city; and all pothble mea- 
f ſares were taken to prevent the deſigns of the e- 
nemy, whatever thoſe deſigns might at laſt prove. 
His Grace marched the 18th, at ten in the 
orning, from the camp at Sanghin and Peronne ; 
fling by the left, He paſſed the Marc at Pont a 
Treſſin and Foreſt, encamped his right to Wilſem, 
' and his left to Pont a Vane, which is a rivulet 
that runs into the Scheld. The enemy, who paſ- 
{cd the Scheld the 17th, continued the 1 8th in their 
camp along the Scheld, from the Maunt of the 
Trinity beyond Pottes, His Grace having receiv- 
x ed advice, that they had laid two bridges on the 1 
Scheld near Warcoin, and had put ſome troops in A detachment 
the caſtle of that name on this ſide of the river, Vn ts tate 4 
600 grenadiers were detached to beat them away poſi ; which = 
f from that poſt, and ruin their bridges on the ee T 
Scheld. Some pieces of cannon were ordered 9 
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that way, and all the grenadiers of the army 
K were commanded to meet the 19th, by break of 
, day, at Pont a Vane, to ſupport the former de- 
4 tachment ; and the reſt of the army were to be in 
4 a readineſs for ſuſtaining thoſe detachments. 
4 The grenadiers repaired accordingly to their 
y rendezvous, where they expected Major-General 
4 Cadogan, who was ſent with a detachment to ob- « 
a ſerve che country about the caſtle of Warcoin : 
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1708 but he found that the enemy had abandoned that 
xy Polt, and withdrawn their bridges; whereupon 
the detachment returned to their reſpective regi- 
ments, and the cavalry were ordered to fetch their 
forage from the camp they had quitted near Fre- 
tin. The 20th the army marched towards La- 
noy, where the generals took up their quarters, 
and encamped the right to Hem near the Marc, 
and the left towards Leers. While they lay here, 
Tie Dubs Prince Eugene received a flight wound, which 
cmmands the oecalioned his Grace to leave the army a few 
ige. days, in order to viſit his Highneſs, and command 

the ſiege during his indiſpofition. 
7 thr , The fiege having laſted a Jong time, and the 
mu ition into garriſon having futtained ſeveral aſſaults, and 
Lite, made all the while a prodigious fire, they began 
now to want ammunition, Marthal Boufflers ha- 
= ying ſignified this to the Duke de Vendome, 14 
fquadrons were detached from his army, to 
_ endeavour to throw ſome ammunitzon into the 
place. In order thereto, cach trooper was oblige 
to carry a bag of powder before hun, which they 
took up at Douay; and having put green boughs 
in their hats, the uſual token of the troops of the 
Allies, they marched in the night to the camp of 
Prince Eugene. They paſſed the firſt guard, 
pretending that they were a detachment from 
the army under the Puke of Marlborough; but 
being diſcovered, and the alarm given, a Pala- 
tine regiment of dragoons engaged them, while 
the next regiments of foot ran out of their tents 
and made a fire upon them, which obliged them, 
to retire with precipitation, except ſome few 
who got into the town, The enemies had about 
100 men killed, and 40 taken priſoners : but 
this affair T have related more particularly in the 

hiſtory of Prince Eugene. 

\ Meafures ta- While theſe things were tranſacting before 
IN bn : 4 Liſle, the Duke of Marlborough, who returned 
row. dies. from the ſiege: the 25th to his camp at Lanoy, 


An attempt 
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was employed in making detachments, and taking 
other meaſures for ſecuring the great convoy of 
- atamunition he expected from Oſtend. His Grace 
having received advice, that the Engliſh troops 
under Lieutenant-General Erle, being advanced 
to Leffinghen, on the canal between Bruges 
and New-Port, the Count de la Motte had been 
re-inforced with ſeveral brigades from the French 
army, to intercept the ſaid convoy; he foreſaw 
that the 6 battalions and 800 horſe, detached 
under Brigadier Landſberg, and 10 ſquadrons 
more under BrigadierSterkenburg, and 6 battali- 
ons under Brigadier Els, would not be ſufſicient 
to oppoſe the enemy; and therefore Major-Ge- 
neral Webb, and Brigadier Count Naffau- Wou- 
denburg, ſon to M. d' Auverquerque, marched 
the 26th, by break ef day, with 12 battalions 
more, to join thoſe detachments on the road be- 
tween Menin and Oſtend, and were ordered to 
advance as far as Ichtegem, in the country called 
Le Franc de Bruges, about four leagues from 
Lefiinghen, Major-General Cadogan marched 
in the mean time with a detachment of horſe and 
foot, to meet the convoy, upon their paſhng the 
canal of Bruges. Notwithſtanding that it was not 
poſſible to take other precautions for ſecuring this 
convoy than thoſe that were taken, the Allies 
were in great pain for it, upon advice that the 
body of troops the enemy had about Bruſſels 
were marched by Ninove to Ghent, to join the 
Count de la Motte, and that the intercepting of the 
convoy was judged ſo important, that the Duke 
of Berwick was gone to Bruges to command the 
army aſſembled there. 
Ihe 28th his Grace received advice from Ma- 
jor- General Cadogan, that the day before the e- 
nemy had attacked the troops poſted at Ouden- 
burg, but were repulſed with a conſiderable loſs, 
and returned to Bruges : whereupon the convoy, 
the ſame day, being the 27th, had paſſed the ca- 
Mi _—T nal 
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1708 nal at Leffinghen, and marched with ſo much di- 
2 ligence, that they were come the next morning 


- 
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to Torout, having received no manner of diſtur- 
bance from the enemy. This made people be- 
Heve, that the march of the convoy would occa- 
fion no action: but the 29th in the morning, an 
adjutant from Major-General Cadogan brought 
advice, that the convoy being arrived at Arte- 
machen, Major-General Webb, with 24 battali- 
ons had been attacked at Wynendale. 

After the detachments, which were ſent to 
cover the march of the waggons with ammuni-. 
tion for the ſiege of Liſle, had joined at Torout 
the 27th of September, the generals Webb and 
Cadogan had intelligence that Major Savary, of 
the regiment of Guethem, had taken poſſeſſion 
of the Poſt of Oudenburg: whereupon Brigadier 
Landſ{berg was ſent thither with 600 grenadiers 
under Colonel Preſton, a battalion of Orkney un- 
der Colonel Hamilton, and that of Fune com- 
manded by Colonel: Wooght;. to re- inforęe that 


The 28th, at 8 in tlie morning, the cavalry 
were ſent to Hooglede, there to wait for the 
convoy, except 150 horſe, commanded by the 
Count de Lottum, who were ſent the night be- 
fore to Ondenburg, to carry orders to the two 
battakons and 600 grenadiers to guard the convoy 
as far as Kokeiaer, and afterwards to rejoin the 
infantry at Torout. At noon the Count de Lottum: 
returned to Porout, and reported that having 
marched as far as Jetegirem, he found an advanced- 
guard of the enemy, which he drove before him 
to the heath, where he diſcovered 16 ſquadrons; 
who mounted on horſeback with great precipitati- 
on on the alarm given by the advanced: guard; 
whereupon he had judged it: beſt to return, to 
pive notice of it. Upon this intelligence, all the 
infantry, in number 22 battalions, were ordered to 
march immediately: and the Count de — | 
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the head of 150 horſe, making the van- guard, 
with, the quarter-maſters, and'the reſt of the gre- 
nadiers who had not been detached, was com- 
manded to gain jeteghen by the road of Wynen- 
dale. The van- guard arriving there, diſcovered 
the enemy at the entrance of the heath: where- 


upon the quarter-maſters and the remaining gre-- 


nadiers were drawn up in hattalia. Major-Ge- 
neral Webb, with the Count de Naſſau-Wouden- 
burg, at the head of the 150 horſe, advanced to 
view the enemy, giving orders at the fame time 
to the regiments to advance with the utmoſt di- 
ligence upon the plain, and form themſelves in- 
to order of battle. The 150 horſe were left 
under the command of the Count de Lottum, at 
the entrance of the heath, to amuſe the enemy ;. 
and, the more to perplex them, the quarter - 
maſters and grenadiers were poſted among the 
buſhes bordering the ground thro' which the ene= 
my were to pals.. | 80 

As faſt as our regiments came out of the de- 
file, they were drawn up in battalia by General 
Webb and the Count de Nafſau-Woudenburg, to 
fill the aperture which is between the wood of Wy- 
nendale, and the buſhes on the other fide, which 
make a fort of thicket, Hardly were fix of our 
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The enemy 


battalions come upon that ground, when the ene- play their ar- 
my from 19 cannon, nine of them of a. triple tillery while 


bore, began to cannonade the 1 50 horſe placed in 
a little more advanced poſt; who, notwithſtand- 
ing the great fire of the enemy, ſtood firm; 
which produced the effect our General expected 
from it, namely, the giving him time to draw 
up the infantry in battalia, to fill the aperture 
and form two lines. The left wing was extended 
far behind the fore · mentioned buſhes, to hinder 
the enemy's paſſing there, and to cover our flank. 
On the flank of the right, in the wood of Wynen- 
dale, was placed the regiment of Heakelum ; and 
an the flank of the left, the regiment of the He- 

I reditary 


GenerallWetb- 
draws up bis. 


hattalions. 
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reditary Prince of Heſſe; with order to keep 
themſelyes concealed, and not to fire till they 


cCouldcd take the enemy in flank. Platoons of gre- 


The battle. 


— 


nadiers were ordered to advance 40 paces before 
the right and left, with the like direction: the 
quarter - maſters were placed on the left, in a path 
leading thro' the fore - mentioned buſhes. The 
enemy, having cannonaded us three hours, ad- 
vanced againſt us on the plain in battalia, with four 
lines of foot, and as many of horſe; whereupon 
the Count de Lottum was commanded to retire, 
and poſt his horſe 300 paces behind the foot, 
which he did in very good order. The enemy 
continued their march directly upon us, in number 
40 battalions and 48 ſquadrons. 

The General obſerving that the enemy filed off 
on their right among the buſhes, ſent the Count 
de Naſſau- Woudenburg to obſerve them; and or- 
der'd chither the regiment of Grumbkow, com- 
manded by Colonel Beſchefer. Brigadier Eltz ar- 
rived on the right, with the regiments of the rear- 
guard, which he poſted in the wood of Wyncn- 
dale. Half a quarter of an hour before the fight 
began, the two battalions and the 600 grenadiers, 
who had been detached under Brigadier Lanſberg, 
rejoined us, and formed a third line. That Briga- 
dier had met, by accident, near Kokelaer, our ſol- 
diers wives all in tears; and was thereupon ad- 
viſed by the Colonels Preſton, Hamilton, and 
Wooght, to haſten to our aſſiſtance. 

Preſently after the forming of our third line, 
the enemy began the attack, and advancing within 
15 paces of the battalion poſted on the flank of 
our right, who had lain hid according to the Ge- 
neral's order, and did not give their fire till the 
enemies flank was fully expoſcd to them; but 
then did ſuch execution, that their left wing fell 
in diſorder among their right, which received 


from the regiment of Grumbkow, poſted 7 5 
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flank of our left at much the ſame diſtance, a 17708 

very terrible ſalute, that put them all into diſ= AH 

order. However, they returned to the charge, 

and puſhed two of our battalions : but the Swiſs 

regiment of Albemarle, commanded by M. Hirt- 

zel, advanced againſt their horſe, who endea- 

youred to break into them; and by their vigorous 

reſiſtance gave time to the General and Count de 

Nauſſau- Woudenburg to bring up the regiments of 

Berndorff and Lindeboom into the place of thoſe 

who had been puſhed from their ground; which 

was done very nimbly. In the mean time the 

enemy, ſupported by fo many lines, made a ſe- 

cond effort to penetrate; but not one of our bat» 

talions ſtirred, unleſs to advance ſome paces. The 

General hindered them from preſſing on to the 

purſuit, to- the end he might not lofe the advan- 

tage of the two flanks, His foreſight had all 

the ſucceſs that could have been wiſhed; for the 

two regiments and the grenadiers there making a 

continual fire, obkged the enemy's two wings 

to falt into their center, and to retire in great 

diſorder, All their officers could do, to make . 

them turn again, was unavailable; and they con- 8 

rented themſelves with making = diſtant fre at ;;, au 

our lines. Our men anfwered them by platoons, 

with the fame exact order as if they had been only 

exerciſing. | nnn 
Major-General Cadogan, who arrived ſoon after 

the fight was begun, offered to charge the enemy 

in their diſorder with two ſquadrons which we 

had; having before ſent orders to four ſhuadrons. 

to come and join us, who could not reach us till 

a little before ſeven o clock. But it was not 

judged adviſable to expoſe ſo finalt a number to 

charge the enemy; who were fo much ſuperior, 

and had cauſed alt their cavalry to advance to 

eover their retreat. an 84 © 3-1 
The fight was very fierce, and laſted almoſt two 

hours,, We had 912 officers-and ſoldiers killee l. * 
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1708 er Wounded. The enemy, according to the re- 
port of che priſoners, conſirmed by deſerters, loſt 
between 3 and 4000 men, and retired in fo great 
confuſion, that they left their cannon in the 
woods, and did not return to fetch them off till 
eleven o'clock the next morning, after they had 
learnt that our general had continued his march 
at two that morning, to conduct the convoy 
by the way of Rouſſelaer, firſt having cauſed all 
our wounded, and many of the enemy's, to be 
carried off. The advantage we gained is the 
more ſurpriſing, in that we had but between 6 and 
7000 men, and the enemy had between 23 and 
24000. en 2 

Particularsof ©, DE liſt of the ſlain and wounded amongſt the 
it among the + es amounted, according to an exact computa- 
Allies, tion tranſmitted, to the States-General, to the 
rs that follow; 3 colonels and 2 lieute- 
nant- colonels wounded; 2 majors killed, and 1 
wounded ; 4 captains killed, 18 wounded 4 licu- 
tenants killed, 36. wounded; 2 enſigns killed, 
22 wounded; 15 ferjcants killed, 38 wounded; 
111 private men killed, and 680 wounded. 
The loſs of the French was not ſo exact 
| known ;. but as they were more numerous, 
- and that they were repulſed, it muſt be much 
cater than that of the Allies, and letters from 
hent and Bruges confirmed the report of the 
deferters, and made it near 4000 men killed or 

wounded. fs, 

Miſander- This defeat of the enemy created great miſ- 
ſtanding be- underſtandings between the French and Spaniards. 
tween the They had firſt of all a great diſpute about their 
French and yank, and the French pretended to the right; 
Fpaniards. put Count Bergeyck and the Spaniſh generals de- 

clared they would never ſuffer that indignity, and 

the French were obliged to recede from their pre- 

tenſions. The Spaniſh troops had accordingly the 

1 right in the engagement, and complained that 

t:en were baſrly abandoned by the French. Hows 
— 
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ever it was, they ſuffered very much, and loſt a 1508 
great many officers and ſoldiers. RS 
The 6th of October, about noon, 1 1 battalions, Mzctions for 

commanded by Brigadier Wertmuller, and io fqua- ſecuring anz- 
drons, commanded by Brigadier Siburg, marched ther convoy. , 
from the army to Morſelle, to join 12 battalions 

and 10 ſquadrons that were encamped there under 
Major-General Webb and Count Naſſau- Wouden- 

burg. The enemies had now conſiderably re-in- 

forced their troops towards Bruges ; and the Nuke 

de Vendome was gone thither to put himſelf at the 

head of that army, which conſiſted of 60 batta- 

lions and 70 or 80 ſquadrons; but then they were 

encamped in ſeveral bodies, one at Wynendale, one 

at Ghiftel, and others about Oudenburg, the better 

to cut off all communication with Oſtend. The 

ſame day, the battalions of Fagel, Dedem and 

Voogt returned to the camp at Ronc from Morſelle, 
being thoſe that ſuffered moſt in the late defeat of 
Count de la Motte. That evening, orders were 

given to the army to decamp in the night, with 

particular directions, that it ſhould march by the 

left, and paſs the Lys at Menin; and that the 

troops of different nations ſhould, march an hour 

one after another, to prevent any confuſion, with- 

out beat of drum or ſound of trumpets. Ac- 

cordingly they encamped the 7th at Rouſſelaer, 

having left in the camp of Ronc 20 ſquadrons, 

under Major-General le Lec and Brigadier Hoen- 

derbeen, and 20 battalions under Major-General 
Hoendorff and Brigadier Rank, with directions to 

obey the orders of Prince Eugene, and march into 

the line of circumvallation: they left alſo four 

ſquadrons at Menin, to wait there for the empty 

waggons, and conduct them to the army, in or- 

der to be ſent to Oſtend, to bring another convoy 

of ammunition and proviſions. The baggage was 

left likewiſe. at Menin. ? 

Upon their arrival at the camp of Rouſſelaer, 
advice came that the Duke de Vendome was ſtill 
: encamped 
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encamped at Oudenburg, with the number of 
troops above - mentioned: whereupon the Duke 
of Marlborough reſolved to loſe no time, but 
to march in the night, in hopes to engage the 
enemy, or oblige them to quit that poſt, which 
was neceſſary for the paſſing of a freſh convoy. 
The Field-Deputies of the States, King Auguſtus, 
and the Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, all ſet out 


from the camp before Liſle, in hopes of an action; 
which was the rather believed, becauſe the Duke 


de Vendome had written to the French King, that 
he engaged his honour: that the Allies ſhould 
have no further communication with Oſtend. The 
fame night the quarter-maſters of the army ſet 
out from Rouſſelaer, under a guard of 8 batta- 
lions, to ſecure ſuch poſts as they ſhould think 
convenient for facilitating the general march; and 
the 8th, about break of day, the whole army, 
conliſting of 130 ſquadrons and 60 battalions, in- 
cluding the ſaid eight, marched by the left, and 
advanced to the heath of Wynendale, where they 
halted for ſome time, till his Grace had a con- 
firmation of the advices he had received in the 
morning, that M. de Vendome had decamped be- 
fore break of day with all imaginable precipita- 
tion from Oudenburg, and paſſed the canal of 
Bruges near that city. This being confirmed, my 
Lord Duke did not think fit to march any fur- 
ther, but encamped with his left to Ichtegem and 
Kokelaer, and his right near Torout. Part of 
the cavalry of the right marched back to Rouſſe- 
her, and the van-guard advanced near Ouden- 


burg, of which it took poſſeſhon, The enemies 


broke down the dykes, and drowned in ſuch a 
manner the country about Oſtend, that there was 
a world of trouble for the waggons to paſs. The 
9th, the army returned to Rouſſelaer, where 
it encamped in the ſame manner as it did two 
lays before: but all the infantry of the ſecond 


lige, commanded by Count Lottum, General of 
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the Pruſſians, returned to Morſelle. The Duke 1708 
de Vendome continued between Bruges and Plaf= Ag 
ſendael behind the canal. 

That General, in order to prevent the arrival The French 
of any freſh convoys before Liſle, ordered the % 1 pgs 
country on the other {ide of the canal of New- —_— of lor 
port to be drowned, in ſuch a manner, that it was 


5 a vice to the Al- 
not poſſible for carriages to paſs. To remedy hes, 


this inconvenience, the Allies took up as many 


little boats at Oſtend as they could find, to carry 
the ammunition from Leffinghen (whither it was 
brought by waggons and troopers) over the 
drowned country, to ſuch places about Kokelacr, 
where the waggons from the army waited to car- 
ry it to the camp. A detachment of the enemy 
advanced to attack Leffinghen; but the cannon, 
from a fort erected there, obliged them to retire, 
They raiſed a battery on the other ſide of the 
canal, to batter that fort; and made uſe of it alſo 
to fire upon the boats which carried the ammu- 

nition over the drowned country, but did no man- 
ner of damage. This, for the preſent, was a 
great mortification to the enemy, who had, by 
the inundation of ſo great a tract of land, opened 
to the Allies anew and ſafe way for b. 

the communication with the grand army, as 

long as dhe waters were high enough for their 
boats, and they were maſters of Leffinghen. 
This determined M. de Vendome to leave no 
means untried for becoming maſter of that. im- 
portant poſt; and General Erle, being informa 
of the Marſhal's deſign, re-inforced the troops 
poſted there, and took all poſſible precautions to 
hinder the approach of 6 half-gallies from News 
dort, on which the enemy had embarked ſome 
nd forces, /That General alſo removed his 
camp nearer Fort-Albert, and poſted part of his 
troops on the Downs, that the enemy might not 
ſend any korſc at low-water, to attack his troops 
* in 


* " 
= 


1 - 
8 - — 2 8 — m- © 
$2.64 Rot es p 8 —- 96 _— - a tt Bs _ 
bs 1 Fc » f . * 
- 5 * 3 — 


dad 


- — 
— . 0 8 * "Þ ' 5 e 
* 8 7 FY ; yu "3k N s Ter” ho 4 r 
W...... eo — 
„ B _ 
8 SL 4 K x * "ax 9, £ «I 
E Y a7 A TI CR » N 4 | = 1 5 SOIT FEY | C 
at EE nd CHOU, = 


RS 


_ v - , "_— 
n * P 8 
9 
= VS De) I l 
ou i r = 1 
r os 


- 
$05 $09 <m_—_ 233 age — = 
N 1 * 


he AS 4 RE 


2 


a — , n 8 
—— - . K —— 2 
* * 5 N 


242 
1708 
2 

Freſh convoys 

of ammuniti- 

an arrive. 


c 


The HISTORY of Bool V. 
in the rear, while the infantry was to attack them 
in the front, 

On the 14th, a convoy of 500 barrels of pow- 
der went through the camp at Rouſſelaer for Me- 
nin and Liſle, and the next day Major-General 
Cadogan ſent an officer to acquaint the Duke of 
Marlborough, that he had taken poſt with his de- 
tachment at Kokelaer, and expected a new con- 
voy of ammunition over the drowned country ; 
and that he had ſent a great many waggons as far 
gs he could, to take in the ſaid ammunition, the 
country being not able to furniſh a ſufficient num- 
ber of them. Upon this advice, the Duke of 
Marlborough thought fit to detach Lieutenant- 
General Fagel with 12 battalions and 20 ſqua- 
drons, to poſt himſelf at Kortemarq, to ſuſtain 
Major General Cadogan, and ſecure the march of 
the convoy on that ſide, This precaution was 
Judged neceſſary, becauſe of the repeated advices 
his Grace had received, that M. de Vendome 
deſigned to intercept that convoy; and as he had 
his troops in readineſs to advance on the canal of 
Bruges, my Lord Duke gave orders to his army 
to be ready to march at an hour's warning, ci- 
ther to ſecure the convoy, or ſupport the troops 
polted at Leffinghen, in caſe the enemy under- 
took to diſlodge them from that important poſt. 
The 16th, Major-General Cadogan ſent advice, 
that the halt-gallies from Newport were come up- 
on the canal of that name, with land forces on 
board; by means whereof, the enemy had erect- 
ed a battery on an iſland near the inundation, from 
whence they made a great fire, to cut off the 
communication with Leffinghen and Oſtend; but 
hitherto to no purpoſe. The 18th, his Grace 
went to Menin, to confer with the Prince of Savoy 
and the deputies of the States, on the affairs of 
the preſent conjuncture, and eſpecially in relation 
to the fiege. And the next day the Duke of 
Marlborough received advice from Major-General 

Cadogan, 
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Cadogan, that he had got over the inundation a 71508 
further ſupply of 1600 barrels of powder, and 
abundance of brandy, ſalt, and other proviſions, 
for the ſutlers of the army; but that the water 
was ſo much raiſed, that the way of communi- 
catiof would be for the future more difficult; and 
beſides, that the enemies had got a great many 
boats at Schipſtal near Bruges, for carrying of 
faſcines and gabions, to fortify themſelves in a 
convenient poſt, to hinder any communication 
with Leffinghen. 
Il qmuſt not omit, that on the 18th, his excel- 
lency M. d' Auverquerque, Field-Marſhal of the 
forces of the States-General, departed this life, 
after along indiſpoſition; which however did not 
hinder him from performing the functions of his 
great dignity. His death was univerſally lament- 
ed by the generals, and the whole army, and 
was jultly accounted a great loſs to the States, 
and the Allies in general; for whoſe ſervice he 
had ſo eminently ſignalized his zeal and affection. 

The Duke de Vendome, at the head of 18,000 M. de 1. 
men and the 6 half-gallies, advanced in the night d me beſieges 
between the 15th and 16th inſtant, in order to Lefinghen. * 
attack Leffinghen, as a regular place. He was in 
hopes to take that poſt ſword in hand, and for 
that purpoſe ſent for 4000 grenadiers from the 
main army. He deſigned at the ſame time to 
attack the camp of General Erle, ta give him z 
diverſion, and hinder him from ſapporting the 
troops palted at Leffinghen. But the General, be- 

: ing informed of the enemy's deſigns, cauſed the 
feveral polts he had on the Downs, between his 
camp and Newport, to be entrenched, and put a 
fufficient number of troops therein; whereby he 
: prevented the deſign bf the Marſhal, who intend- 
ed to ſend a body of horſe and foot at low-water 
p to attack him in the flank, while the other troops 
vere to attack him in front. They advanced the 
| ich in good order; but ſeeing the Confederate 
| Y 2 
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troops were ready to give them a warm reception, 
they durſt not attack them, but retired, content- 
ing themſelves to beſiege Leffinghen. They poſ- 
ted themſclves on the other ſide of the canal, o- 
ver · againſt the fort of earth that had been made 
there for ſecuring the bridges, and erected a bat - 
tery, from whence they made a continual fire up- 
on the ſaid fort. Their cannon however did little 
damage, but only prevented any farther communi- 
cation with the grand army. They took poſt 
at the ſame time on the ſide of the canal, next 
the Allies, on a cauſcy defended by the troops of 


the latter, and attacked a little fort, which Colo - 


nel Rapin defended for two days: but, ſeeing his 
retreat was like to be cut oft, the General ſent 
him orders to retire to Lefinghen, which he did 
in very good order in the night, having loſt not 
one man, notwithſtanding the great fire of the 
enemy, who found that the inundation made by 
the cutting of the dykes had brought great in- 
conveniences upon them. 

On the 20th, General Erle reſolved to attack 


tage gained ly the enemies on the other {ide of the canal; and 


the Allies. 


go grenadiers of the Dutch regiment of Vander- 
beck, with 50 of the regiment of Caris, com- 
manded each by a captain, were detached for that 
purpoſe, ſupported by 200 Engliſh. Four grena- 
diers were ſent before, who pretended to be de- 
ſerters, and thereby amuſed the advanced-guard 
of the enemy; and the others coming up at the 
ſame time, they drove the enemy from that poll 
and their firſt entrenchment, purſuing them into 
the ſecond, and ſeized their battery, where they 
continued for ſome time : but not being provided 
with nails, they could not nail up their cannon, 
and contented themſelves to throw them down . 
and ſpoil the carriages, Capt. Clare, who com- 
manded the 50 grenadiers of Caris, was killed, 
and the other Dutch captain was wounded thro' 


the body. The enemy loſt about 100 men in the 
. | at- 
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attack; and a Major-General was taken priſoner, 178 
with a Captain and about 40 private men. The 
Allies had, on their fide beſides the rwo Dutch | 
Captains 2 ſubalterns wounded, and 15 men kil- 
led and wounded. 
General Erle, ſeeing that the enemy advanced 
by the ſap on the cauſey near the fort of Leffing- 
hen, cauſed a battery to be erected, to fire into 
their works, and at the fame time poſted ſome 
troops as near as poſſible. By the fire of theſe, 
and the grenades thrown out of their cohorns, 
the enemy loſt in the night, between the 21ſt 
| and 22d, 103 men. Mean time, the General or- . 
| dered a new way to be made from his camp to 
| Leffinghen; which the enemy perceiving, they 
ſent their half-gallies over the inundation, which: 
made a continual fire both upon the fort and the 
way that led thither ; notwithſtanding which, the 
, troops poſted there were relieved the 24th, and 
freſh men pur therein, under the command of 
Colonel Caulfield. | 
| It was not till the 25th in the morning, after a The tating off 
regular ſiege of nine days ſince the opening of LeFinghen- 
; the trenches, that the village of Leffinghen, de- 
˖ fended only by a ſmall earthen fort. that was: 
; erected in two: or three days, was obliged: to ſur- 
render to the enemy, The French had fix bat- 
| teries of cannon and mortars, and ſeveral gallies: 
and armed boats; and the Duke de Vendome, 
with an admiral, did not think it below them to- 
command that ſiege in perſon; in which, per- 
haps, they had miſcarried, had the orders given 
by General Erle, for the defence of that poſt, been 
exactly complied with. The Engliſh. troops, and 
the regiment of Vanderbeck, being exceedingly 
fatigued, it was thought. fit to relieve: them as; 
abovementioned 3 and General Erle detached ac- 
_ cordingly 675 men from his camp, and'Colonel 
Caris, commander of Oſtend, detached 100. men 
from, the regiment” of Davila, and 120. of his 
Y EN OWn.. 
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own. Theſe troops relieved the former, not- 
withſtanding the great fire the enemy made upon 
them. The General, being informed that the 
enemy deſigned to attack that poſt the 25th, re- 
inforced the troops that were in it with 150 men; 
and Colonel Caris ſent likewiſe another detach- 
ment of 109 men out of his garriſon. The ene- 
my landed in the night, by means of their ſhips, 
7 or 8000 men in a dry place behind the vil- 
lage, which it was impoſſible to drown; and 
about ſix in the morning they attacked a church- 
yard, wherein Colonel Caulfield, who command- 
ed in Leffinghen, had poſted a guard of 150 men. 
Theſe men made but little reſiſtance, and retired 
in confuſion into the redoubt near the canal, 
which they ſurrendered, and were made priſoners 
of war. The enemies loſt in the ſiege of Leffing- 
hen, 5 or 600 men. 

Some officers of the Allies diſtinguiſhed them- 
felves in a very particular manner; and amongſt 
others, Colonel Rapin before-mentioned, of Dor- 
mer's regiment, and Major Douglaſs of Briga- 
dier Liveſay's. I he latter was commanded the 
21ſt, with 100 Engliſh and Dutch grenadiers, to 
re · inforce the troops at Leſfinghen; and having 
taken poſt in a garden, on the other ſide of the 
canal, with 50 grenadiers, he made ſuch a fire 
upon the enemy, that they could not carry on 
their approaches, and killed and wounded above 
100 men that night. He maintained himſelf 
therein the 22d and 23d, when he was relieved. 
The enemies left a ſtrong detachment in Lef- 
finghen : and the navigation of the canal being 
now free, they ſent a great many barks, with pro- 
viſions from Newport to Bruges, where they were 
very much wanted, 

The loſs of this poſt muſt have been of bad 
eonfequence to the Allies, if Marfhal BouMers 
had not been before obliged to capitulate for the 


city of Lifle, which was cyacuatcd the fame 84 
| t 
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that the poſt of Leffinghen was taken, From that 1708 
time the ſiege of the citadel was carried on with 
ſucceſs. The Duke of Marlborough ſent a great ; 
detachment to Dixmuyde, from whence they made 
excurſions into the bailiwicks of Furnes, Bergens, 
St, Vinox, and other diſtricts on that ſide, and 
obliged the inhabitants to bring corn and all other 
proviſions to the camp. The Earl of Stair com- The Earl of 
manded that detachment, and ſurpriſed a guard Stair raiſes 
of 4 companies of French grenadiers, at a bridge %tibatian. 
between Dixmuyde and Newport, who were all 
taken priſoners. 
The Prince of Holſtein- Beck was made governor 
of Liſle; but, being indiſpoſed, he was obliged to 
go to Aix-la-Chapelle. The Duke of Burgundy 
continued at Tournay, where he held a great coun- 
cil of war, wherein M. Chamillard, M. de Chanlay, 
and ſeveral intendants were preſent. The chief point 
in debate was, whether they ſhould abandon Ghent The French 
and Bruges, which they could not maintain with- _—_ OO 
«Ag 8 her they fhall 
out vaſt charges. The opinions were divided, and % 0 
M. Chamillard went back to the French court, to G aud 
lay the affair before the Moſt Chriſtian King, and Bruges, 
receive his further inſtructions, Molt of the gene- 
rals were of opinion to abandon thoſe two places; 
but the Count de Bergeick, and other 5panith mi- 
niſters and gencrals, oppoſed it; and pretended 
that ſuch a precedent would diſcourage all the 
ſubjects of the Spaniſh monarchy. 
| The Duke of Marlborough, having had no- Hi Orac 
tice, that the Elector of Bavaria was moving to- marches to 
wards Bruſſels, recalled the troops that were in preſerve 
the diſtrict of Furnes, under General Fagel, who #7/els. 
joined the army of Rouſſelaer the 22d of Novem- 
ber, and brought two hoſtages with him, for the 
performance of an agreement made with the de- 
promos of Furnes, whercby they were to de- 
iver 6000 ſacks of corn into the magazines of 
Menin, Mean time the enemies detached ſome 


troops from the bodies they had ncar * 
ks an | 
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and Ghent; and the dam which they were ma- 


kung near Gavre, to ſtop the courſe of the Scheld, 


Paſſes the 
Scheid. 


in order to render the paſſage more difficult, was 
broke and carried away by the rapidity of the 
ſtream. I his was welcome news to the Allies; 
for had the enemy ſucceeded in their deſign, the 
paſting of the Scheld would have been attended 
with great difficulties. The approach of the 
Elector of Bavaria in the neighbourhood of 
Bruſſels being confirmed, the artillery and bag- 
gage were ſent from Rouſſclaer to Menin, and the 
army decamped the 25th, paſſed the Lys at Cour- 
tray, and the infantry arrived at Harlebeck the 
fame day; but, by reaſon of the difficult roads, 
the cavalry could not reach the camp till the 
26th. The army continued there till four in 
the afternoon, as well on account of the violent 
rains, as for giving time to Prince Eugene to come 
to the place appointed, with the troops from 
Liſle. That Prince, with 50 ſquadrons and 19 bat- 
talions, was to paſs the river between Eſcanaffe and 
Hauterive; the Duke of Marlborough and. Count 
Tilly, with 100 ſquadrons and 50 battalions, at 
Kerkhoven, not far from Hauterive; and Count 
Lottum, with the Earl of Orkney, who had led a 
ſeparate detachment, between Gavre and Aſperen. 
Major-General Cadogan and Brigadier Evans were 
ſent before the Duke's diviſion, with 8 battalions, 
the pontons, and the light artillery, to lay bridges 
at Kerkhoven and Elſegen, where his Grace was 
to pals, 

The army marched all night; and ſome time 
before day his Grace received advice, that Ma- 
jor-General Cadogan had not only cauſed the 
bridges to be laid in the places appointed, but 
had likewiſe taken poſt on the other fide of the 
river, and put to flight a body of troops of the 
enemy, that were near that place. Hereupon 
the troops were ordered to march with all poſ- 
fible diligence; and, as they paſſed the * 

cf 
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they formed themſelves into order of battle, Prince 
Eugene, who arrived much about the ſame time 
at Hauterive, receiving advice, that Major-Gene- : 
ral Cadogan had taken poſt on the other {ide of the 
Scheld, did not think fit to loſe time in laying 
bridges there; but, according to what had been 
concerted before, that whatever body paſſed firſt, 
the other ſhould march to that place, his High- 
neſs marched immediately to Kerkhoven, and join- 
ed his Grace. | . | 
From thence they advanced to Berchem, to at- _ 
tack the French ho 4 M. de Souternon ; but they Jes Sao ne 
ran away with ſo much precipitation, that the Al- 
lies could not take above 5 or 600, and killed 
about 200. The cavalry of the States, which 
was at the head of the army, purſued the ene - 
mies to certain defiles, where they had poſted, 
for ſecuring their retreat, fome infantry behind 
the hedges, from whence they made a great fire 
upon the Dutch troops; and it was ap that occa- 
fon, that Brigadier Baldwyn was ſhot thro' the 
body, and that the Earl of Albemarle and Count 
" Maurice of Naſſau had their horſes wounded, 
His Grace of Marlborough, and Prince Eugene, 
marched- then to attack the French troops en- 
trenched on the hills of Oudenarde, under the 
command of M, de Hautefort; but the enemies, 
hearing this firing, abandoned that poſt with ſa 
much precipitation, that they could overtake but 
their rear, which was put into the utmoſt confu- 
ſion, and purſued till it began to be dark. They 
loſt a great deal of baggage, with their bread- 
waggons, two ſtandards, and a pair of kettle- 
drums. The army encamped the ſame night on 
the hills of Oudenarde ; but part of the troops, 
which Prince Eugene brought with him, returned 
to Liſle. Count Lottum, with his detachment, 
paſſed with the ſame ſucceſs as the reſt of the 
army, La Motte, it muſt be owned, who com- 
manded the French troops about, Gavre, — A, 
i ; trer 
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1708 better face on it than the other generals; for he 
ww drew up his troops in line of battle: but Count 


Lottum, according to his orders, marched to join 
the Duke of Marlborough about Oudenarde, and 
encamped the 27th at Eyname. 

The 28th, Prince Eugene, with the reſt of his 
troops, and a detachment of 8 battalions and 
30 ſquadrons from the Grand army, returned to 
Liſte, and the 16 battalions under Count Lottum- 
returned into the camp. The ſame morning Lieute- 
nant-General Dompre,with 40 ſquadrons, marched 
towards Aloſt, being ordered to encamp between 
that place and Aſche, in order to relieve Bruſſels, 
My Lord Duke marched likewiſe to Ombergh, 
and took his quarters in a caſtle near Aloſt, where 


The Elettor he received advice, that the Elector of Bavaria 
of Bavaria Was retired the night before in great precipitation 
quits the fiege from before Bruſſels. The next day his Grace 
of Bruſſels. went to Brufſels, where he was received with 


great acclamations of joy, and complimented by 
the States of Brabant, and the magiſtrates of the 
city, upon their deliverance, That Prince re- 
turned the fame night to his camp near Alot, 
where the troops reſted the 3 oth.” 
The army marched the iſt of December, and 
encamped the left near Berlinghen, and the right 
near Oudenarde. Lieutenant- General Dedem paſ- 
ſed the Scheld with 20 battalions, to be ready to 
join Lieutenant- General Hompeſch, who, with 38 
ſquadrons, and 8 battalions, was poſted near Me- 
mn, to re-inforce, in caſe of need, the Prince of 
Savoy before Lifle. My Lord Duke being in- 
formed, that the garriſon of Aeth had ſurpriſed 
St. Guillain, a place between Mons and Conde, and 
that the enemies had ſent ſome troops to re- take 
that poſt, he ordered Lieutenant- General Dompre 
with a ſtrong detachment to relieve it: but that 
General hearing by the way, that the troops there 
in had furrender*d, he halted at Attre, and was 
ordered to bring from Acth a great convoy of 
693 39% : ammu- 
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ammunition deſigned for Liſle, The paſſing of 1708 
the Scheld put the enemies into the utmoſt conſter \.,A 
nation, and they retired thereupon towards Valen= 
ciennes. This paſſage without oppoſition, and the 

railing of the ſiege of this city, were indeed ſuch , 3 
events, that few people durſt hope for. No ſuc- Bruſſels 
cours ever came more ſeaſonably: for the enemies, 

who had inveſted Bruſſels the 22d of November, 

began to batter it the 26th with their cannon and 

mortars, and in the night between the 26th and 

27th attacked the covered-way, and got near 

into it; but were as often repulſed with a moſt 

terrible ſlaughter, The attack laſted 14 hours, 

during which the ſoldiers on both ſides, laying: 

their muſkets aſide, fonght ſword in hand. The 

action ceaſed the 27th, at ten in the morning 

but the Allies expected to be attacked a ſecond 

time, about nine o'clock at night. The Elector of 

Bavaria, however, having received two expreſſes 

from Mons, retired in the night, leaving moſt of 

his artiflery behind him, and 800 men wounded 

in Etterbeck, Ixelles, and Cameren. During 

this ſiege the enemy fired burning bullets into ſe- 

veral parts of the city, in hopes thereby to excite 

a mutiny among the people. 

The citadel of Liſle having ſurrendered, the _, 55 
Grand army marched the 11th from Berleghen to Gen — 
Melle. His Grace cauſed bridges to be laid over ed on. | 
the Scheld, for the communication of the ſeveral 

bodies, which, according to a reſolution before 

taken, had inveſted Ghent, The neceſſary mea- 

ſures were ſoon concerted for carrying on the 

ſiege, and chiefly as to the forage, for the ſubſiſ- 

tence of the horſes; in conſequence of which it 

was ordered, that each ſquadron ſhould receive 

180 rations a day, and each battalion 100. 

While they expected the artillery and other 
neceſſaries for the ay Prince Eugene paſſed the 
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Scheld at Eyname, and came to the camp, where a 
great council of war was held, at which a ge- 
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neral of each nation, whereof the army was 
compoſed, affiſted. This council was ſoon over; 
and, according to the refolations taken therein, 
the Duke of Marlborough was to command the 
ſiege, and Prince Eugene to cover it. In order 
thereto, the Imperialiſts and Palatines, with 20 
other ſquadrons, were ordered to paſs the Den- 
der, and encamp at Gemareche. Count de Lottum, 
with 30 battalions and 30 ſquadrons, was ap- 
pointed to inveſt it between the Upper Scheld and 
the Lys; and the Hereditary Prince of Heſſe- 


Caſſel, with 30 battalions and 40 ſquadrons, 


was to do the like between the Lys and the canal 
of Bruges, and from thence to the canal of the 
Sas; the Duke of Wirtemberg, with 16 batta- 
kons and 25 ſquadrons, between Mulenſtein and 
the Lower Scheld; and the Count de Tilly, with 
30 battalions and 30 ſquadrons, between the 
Lower and the Upper Scheld. My Lord Duke 
e his head quarters at Merlebeck, which 
ies almoſt in the center of the ſeveral attacks. 
Mean time the ſecretary of the city of Ghent 
came to the camp, to deſire a paſs for the ma- 
giſtrates to wait upon his Grace, in order to in- 
treat him to ſpare their city, and not bombard it: 
but notwithſtanding aps was granted, and an 
audience given, their requeſt was rejected, unleſs 
they would take up arms againſt the French gar» 
riſon; which conſiſted of 27 battalions and 20 
{quadrons. The enemy had alſo 12 battalions 
and 8 or 10 ſquadrons in Bruges, and the reſt of 
their forces were diſperſed behind; their lines, or 
cantoned in the villages. a” 

The Confederate troops having ta} en the ne- 
ceſſary poſts about Ghent, and hid bridges of 


communication, the enemies made a ſhew of de- 


fending the bridge of Menleflede on the canal ; but 
quitted it upon the approach of the beſiegers. 
The taking of that poſt facilitated the commu- 
nication with the troops poſted betucen that * 
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nal and that of Bruges. On the 20th, in the even- 
ing, they took poſt near the caſtle, and attacked 


a guard of 30 men commanded by a lieutenant, 


which the enemy had without the gate of Gavre. 
All the men were put to the ſword, except the 
officer, who was taken priſoner. The trenches 
were opened the 24th, at the attack commanded 
by General Lottum, between the Scheld and the 
Lys. Two thouſand workmen, covered by 7 bat- 
talions, and 2 more in reſerve, with 600 horſe, 
were ordered for that ſervice, under the command 


of Lieutenant-General Fagel, Major-General 


Weck, and the Lord North and Grey, Brigadier. 
The pioneers worked about half an hour before 
the enemy diſcovered them; but then they made 
a moſt terrible fire, whereby near 30 men were 
killed, and about 70 wounded. They neverthe- 
leſs carried on their warks with good ſucceſs, 
from St. Peter's Gate towards Fort Monterey, and 
finiſhed a parallel of 1000 paces, from the right 
to the left, within 200 paces of the counterſcarp. 
The 25th, at night, the trenches were opened 
at the Duke of Wirtemberg's attack, with 4 bat- 
talions, and 600 horſe, commanded by Major- 
General Murray, which covered 1400 pioneers. 
This attack was directed againſt the caſtle. They 
finiſhed a parallel of 750 paces, within 150 paces 
of the paliſades, and had in that attack but 10 men 
killed and wounded. The ſame night, and much 
about the ſame time, they opened the trenches 
before the Bruſſels- Gate, between the Upper and 
Lower Scheld, with 4 battalions, commanded by 
Brigadier Evans. Here were 600 workmen, who 
carried on their works with a great deal of ſuc- 
ceſs, and made a communication without any loſs : 
but the works on the right being very difficult, and 
ume as well as faſcines being wanting to finiſh them, 
the garriſon made a ſalley with 10 companies of 
grenadiers. They put the firſt troops into ſome 
confuſion; and, while Brigadier Evans was bring- 
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ing the next battalions to ſupport the former, he 


KAN Was taken priſoner, with Colonel Grove, of the 


The governor 


capttulates. 


Lord North and Grey's regiment. About 20 of- 
ficers and ſoldiers were here killed or taken: but 
the enemy retired upon the firſt firing of the Con- 
federate troops, and had not time to level any 
works. The brigadier, and all the officers, ex- 
cept ſuch as were wounded, came back imme- 
diately to the camp upon their parole. On the 
26th, their batteries began to fire upon the Red- 
Fort, between Ghent and the Sas; and the gar- 


nion there, conſiſting of 200 men, ſurrendered 


priſoners of war. 

All the approaches being carried on with a great 
deal of ſucceſs, and the batteries being ready to 
fire, the 3oth, with red-hot bullets, and the mor- 
tars to throw bombs and carcaſſes into the town, 
Count La Motte ſent out a trumpet on the 29th, 
with a letter to his Grace, to deſire him that ſome 
officers might come to attend him. This being 
granted, the Prince of Iſenghien, Brigadier Cano, 
and M. d' Aubigny, a Colonel, came to his Grace's 
quarters, and offered to ſurrender the town and 
caſtle in four days, if they were not relieved, 
upon condition that they ſhould march out with 
all the marks of honour. My Lord Duke agrecd 
to theſe conditions, and ſent back the officers, 
with orders to return the next day at fix o'clock 
in the morning with a poſitive anſwer; and, in 
the mean time, the batteries were forbid to fire. 
They returned accordingly, with a numerous de- 
putation from the clergy, magiſtrates, and burgh- 
ers; and the articles of the capitulation were 
agreed upon, and hoſtages given for the exccu- 
tion of them, The capitulation of the magi- 
ſtrates was for their own privileges; the chief 
purport of which was, to preſerve the exerciſe 
of their religion, the revenues and immunities 
of all religious houſes, perſons, and foundations, 
as well as all the privileges which the city enjoyed 

4 | in 


* 
* i. 8 — nnn —— was s — 


| Boak V. Joun Duke of Marlborough, 255 


in the reign of Charles II. It was alſo provided, 1508 
chat the preſent officers of the government { NA 
be removed, or {till enjoy their places, as (hole I 
thought molt for the ſervice of King Charles III: , 
but that all hereditary employments, and heredi- i 
N tary rights to employments, ſhould continue in the I 
ſame perſons who held them in the former reign ; 
and that all engagements relating to publick cre- 
dit ſhould be inviolably obſerved. h | 
On the ad of January the garriſon of Ghent 7 Pete 
marched out with 6 pieces of cannon, and the ner; Ghent. 
| uſual marks of honour. Next morning the Duke 
of Marlborough, after having viewed the approach- 
t cs, went into the city, and was received at the 
) gate of St, Liven, by the magiſtrates in their for- 
. malities, who preſented him with the keys of the 
ö town in a gilt bafon. He was conducted through 
: a line of burghers to the town-houſe, where there 
. was a magnificent entertainment, and the even- 
p ing concluded with extraordinary illuminations. 
, The French quitted Bruges on New-Year's-Day, 
$ and the magiſtrates came the day after to make 
d their ſubmiſſion. Prinee Eugene went the next 
J morning for Bruſſels, where the Duke of Marl- 


h borough repaired to him the th, in order to pro- 

d ceed with him to the Hague, 

L Upon the ſurrender of Ghent, the enemies g f 1e 
K quitted not only Bruges, but Plaſſendael and Lef- Hague. 

n finghen, and retired into their own territorics: 

s and the Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene, 

- having ſettled the Winter- quarters for the Confe- 

- derate troops, ſet out from Bruſſels the gth of 

c January for the Hague, having left all the army 

- under the: command-of the Count de Tilly, Ge- 


- neral of the Dutch forces, : 
| Having concerted with the States the projects „ 
for the next campaign, and the moſt proper mea- fy 


: ſtays in the 
$ lures for preſerving the countries conquered in the ' Netherlands. 
T Netherlands; it was judged neceſſary, that one of 
d thete two great men ſhould continue in thoſe pro- 
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+708 vinces part of the Winter, to be ready to aſſemble 
aug Confederate troops in caſe of need, to op- 
alte Mee enterpriſes of the enemy. My Lord 
Duke having offered to remain there till the re- 
turn of Prince Eugene, who ſet out the 2th f 
January for Vienna, to lay the concerted meaſurcs 
before the Emperor, his Grace departed the 25th 
for Bruſſels, ro watch the motions of the enemy, 
who ſeemed to have ſome enterpriſes in view dy- 
ring the hard froſt: but his preſence obliged them 
to remain quiet, While he was here, the Com- 
mons of Great-Britain, impatient of delaying their 
Where he re- thanks, unanimouſly reſolved, © That being truly 
ceives thanks . ſenſible not only of the great ſervices performed 
of the Eng. se by the Duke, the laſt ſuccefsful campaign, ſo 
Ii Commons. much to the honour of Great-Britain, and ad- 
* vantage of all Europe, but alſo of the indefati- 
«« gable zeal he perſevered in, for the ſervice of 
© the common cauſe abroad, while he might with 
« reaſon expect to be received with all the marks 
© of honour and ſatisfactien at home, they did, 
ti witha juſt regard to his glorious actions, return 
« him the — of their houſe.” This reſolu- 
tion was accordingly ſent him by Sir Richard On- 
flow, the ſpeaker; to which his Grace returned a 
very obliging anſwer from Bruſſels. 
Soon after, having ſettled affairs in that city, 
his Grace went again to the Hague; and having 
agreed with the States for an augmentation of for- 
ces, both by the Queen and their High Mightineſ- 
ſes, and taken another tour to Bruſſels, he came 
over to Englard in March. When he arrived, and 
took his place in the Houſe of Lords, the Lord 
| Chancellor Cowper addreſs'd hin thus: 
, My Lord Dake of Marlborough, 
ſpeech to him I Have the honour to be again commanded 
ter his ar- 1 by this Houſe, to give your Grace their 
rival in Eng- « moſt hearty and unanimous thanks for the 
2 « great and eminent ſervices you have porn 
«c 
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this laſt campaign, particularly to her m_ 
—_ her ace, and in general to all 

« When I laſt obeyed the like commands, I 
could not but infer from your Grace's former 
ſucceſſes, we had ſtill moſt reaſonable expecta- 
tions, that you could not fail to improve them. 
I beg leave to congratulate your Grace, that 


the obſervation then made has proved, as in- 


deed it was intended, perfectly true. 

« hope I ſhall not be thought to exceed my 
preſent commiſſion, if being thus led to con- 
template the mighty things your Grace has done 
for us, I cannot conclude without acknowledg- 
mg, with all gratitude, the providence of God 
in ſo critical a juncture, when it was ſo much 
wanted.” 
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BOOK VI. 


Containing the Tranſattions of the Campaign in 
the Year 1709, and the ſubſequent Negotiations 
of Peace. 


1709 2 HE French having, in the year 1707, 


| gained great advantages in Spain, and in 
Regapitulati- particular won the battle of Almanza; 
the year having penetrated.once more into Germany, and 
s. ſtopped the progreſs of the Allies in the Nether- 
knds, reſolved, in the year 1708, to make an 
utmoſt effort for retrieving their loſſes and the 


- Honour of their arms: but the forces of Great- 
Britain 
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Britain being an invincible obſtacle to their de- 1509 
figns, they reſolved upon an enterpriſe (the en- 
ition of the King of St. Germains into Scot- The Pretens. 
) which if it had ſucceeded, would have pro- der's Expe- 
ved a great diverſion to the Briuſh forces. The dition. 
French King, if we may believe his-own words, 
in his letter to the Pope, had always had that 
deſign in view, but never found any favourable 
conjuncture before to put it in execution: But 
now he thought himſelf ſo ſure of ſucceſs, that 
he notified to all the neutral courts in Europe, 
and even to the Turks, the departure of the Pre- 
tender, and his expedition into Scotland, as if they 
were ſure it could not miſcarry. The miniſters of 
France ſpoke {till more poſitively than their maſ- 
ter: they communicated ſham liſts. of the Lords 
and gentlemen who had invited over that Prince, 
and {poke of a revolution in Britain, rather as of 
a thing already accompliſhed, than of an event 
which they expected. 
From all this it appears very plain, that either Motives of it 
they had encouragement to venture upon fo great 
an enterpriſe with a handful of men; or that 
they deſigned, by that expedition, to kindle a ci- 
vil war in Britain, to oblige the Queen to recall 
molt of her forces fromthe Netherlands, and keep. 
at home the fleet under Sir John Leake, deſigned 
2 for the ſupport of King Charles in the Streights ; 
7 which would have opened a way for the French to 
have recover d the Spaniſh Netherlands, to inſult 
the frontiers of the Dutch, and diſpoſe them to a 
ſeparate. peace, while the Elector of Bavaria was 
to penetrate into Germany, and the Duke of Or- 
leans to invade Catalonia, where K. Charles was 
reduced to ſuch ſtreights, that Barcelona itſelf 
had been in danger, if the Confederate fleet had 
been hindred from bringing any ſuccours to that 
Prince. This was the project of the enemy in the 
beginning of the campaign, the reaſon why the 
Duke of Burgundy was ſent to command in the 
Netherlands, 
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Netherlands, and the grounds of * great ex» 


pe cations upon that account. 


Succeſs, * 


Thecampaign | 


in Spain. 


I have related all the neceſſary 3 that 


were taken for preventing theſe deſigns; how a 


fleet w-as fitted out with almoſt an incredible ex- 

pedition, without detaining that which was de- 
ſigned for the Streights: which prevented the 
landing of the enemies in Scotland, and took one 
of their beſt ſhips: ſo that the Pretender, having 
contented himſelf to take a view of the coaſt of 
Scotland, returned to Dunkirk ; and the French, 
inſte ad of the great advantages they expected from 
that expedition, loſt ſome thouſands of men, who 


periſned on board the ſhips wherein they were 


crowded, and jultly forfeited the credit they {till 
had in ſome courts of Europe. The diverſion 


they gave to the Britiſh forces was very inconſi- 
derable, only 10 battalions having been brought 


over from the Netherlands, which were ſpeedily 
ſent back with further re-inforcements. Thus va- 
niſhed into ſmoke that vaunted expedition, which 
drew the eyes of all the. world upon Great Bri- 
tain, 

| This was the great preirainaiy of that cam- 
paign, of which the particular events, beſides 
thoſe related in the preceeding book, were as fol- 
low: The Duke of Orleans, having aſſembled his 
forces near Lerida, formed the ſiege of Tortoza, 
(notwithſtanding the diſappointment he met with 
by the taking of a great number of Tartanes, 
which fell in with the fleet commanded by Sir 
John Leake) and that place was ſoon reduced: 
but Count Stahremberg, being re- inforeed by ſome 
troops from Italy, covered the reſt of Catalonia, 
while the Prince of Darmſtadt defended it on the 
ſide of Rouſſillon; inſomuch that, aſter a long 
campaign, the Duke of Orleans was obliged to 
repaſs che Segra, not being able to take up lis 
vinter quarters in Catalonia, nor to-hinder K ing 
Charles from making detachments to aſſiſt the 


Confedcrata 
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Confederate fleet in the reduction of Sardinia 
and Minorca, which was effected with a ſucceſs 
that exceeded expectation. The town-and ca- 
ſtle of Denia, which made the year before a no- 
ble defence, were obliged to ſurrender to the ene- 
my; and the Allies quitted the town of Alicant, 
and retired into the caſtle. | 


The campaign began late in Piedmont, by rea- Ii Piedmont. 


fon of the bad weather: but in a very ſhart time 
the Duke of Savoy, who the year before had fail» 
ed in his attempt on Toulon, conquered Exilles 
and Feneſtrelles, two keys of Italy; which it 
would have been impoſſible to take, if that Prince 
had not made the French believe he intended 
to march into Savoy. This obliged them to ſend 
their forces that way, and afforded his royal high» 
neſs an opportunity to make a ſudden counter- 
march, and ſecure ſuch poſts as were abſolutely 
neceſſary for covering the ſieges of Exilles and 
Feneſtrelles. Vo | 


For the better underſtanding of the tranſac- On the Rhine, 


tions on the Rhine, it is neceſſary to remind the 
reader that Prince Eugene and the Duke of Marl- 
borough being arrived at the Hague, ſet out for 
Hanover, to take meaſures with the Elector of 
that name, for putting the projected deſigns in 
execution. It was reſolved, that molt of the Im- 
perial troops, with the Saxons and. Heſſtans in the 
pay of Great-Britain and Holland, and the body 
the Elector of Palatine was to furniſh in conſide- 
ration of the ceſſion of the upper Palatine, ſhould 
march for the Netherlands under Prince Eugene, 
to act in concert with the Britiſh and Dutch for- 
ces, commanded by the Duke of Marlborough. 
According to this diſpoſition, the army of the 


empire on the Rhine was very inconſiderable: But 


the Elector reſigning, in favour of the common 
cauſe, the laurels which he might juſtly have pro- 
miſed himſelf, repaired to the Rhine. with very 
indifferent troops, ill paid and ill provided: Is 
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he not only diſappointed the defign the Elec- 


tor of Bavaria had formed to penetrate into 
Germany, but hindred him from making any de- 
tachments to re-inforce the Duke of Burgundy in 
the Netherlands. What was done in this latter 
country; the main ſcene of action, has been fully 
related in the hiſtory of that year, as given in 
this work, and in The Life of Prince Eugene. 
The campaign in Portugal produced nothing that 
deſerves to be remember'd, except that the Spa- 
niards abandoned Serpa and Moura. | 

As to ſea affairs this year: Sir George Bing, 
having prevented the deſigns of the enemy u- 
pon Scotland, returned with his fleet to Spithead, 
where taking on board a body of land forces, 
commanded by General Erle, he proceeded to the 
French eoaſt; and aſter making a feint to land 
in the bay of Boulogne, ſailed to the bay of Eſta- 
ples, where General Erle landed: but upon the 
arrival of an expreſs from England, with an ac- 


count of the alteration of ſome meaſures that had 


been concerted in Flanders, the troops returned 
on board, and the fleet proceeded to the coaſt of 
Normandy; . where continuing about 14 days, it 
put that country into an unſpeakable conſter- 
nation, and drew a great number of ſoldiers to 
La Hogue. Tbe fleet, having nothing elſe to do, 
returned to Spithead; and ſhortly after Sir George 
Bing, having on board the Queen ef Portugal, 
failed for Liſbon, to command the Britiſh fleet in 
the Streights,' - | 

The ſame year commodore Wager, with three 
men of war and a fireſhip, engaged in the Welt- 
Indies the Spaniſh' galleons, and other ſhips, con- 
fiſting of 1 4 fail; blew'up the Admiral, took the 
rear-Admiral, and obliged the vice-Admiral, with 
the reſt, to return into Carthagena, except one 
galleon which was ſtranded.” This proved 34 
great diſappointment to the enemy; for, befides 
the money taken or loſt, the gallcons * gh 
dal 0 
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loaded at Carthagena, and M. du Caſſe, after ha- 1709 
ving tarry'd near a year for them at the Havanna, iy 
was obliged to return home with the Flotilla from 
Vera Cruz, | 
Beſides theſe diſaſters abroad, the finances of Dome dic 

France were in the utmoſt diſorder ; their chief 4%½relſes of 
bankers broke, and the magiſtrates of Lyons were Vance. 
obliged to put off, for a month, the payment of 
their bills of exchange. The mint bills and 
farmers notes had loſt all their credit; eſpecially 
fince a project they had formed of a bank, for 

; circulating and paying them off, had miſcarried. 

Theſe difficulties, and the diſcouragement of their 

troops, obliged the court to think ſeriouſly of 


: peace, as the only means to prevent the total 
: ruin of France, Accordingly, they made ſome 
4 overtures i to the Allies, which were not altoge- 
- ther unreaſonable; and the preſident de Rouille 
e obtained leave to come for Holland, in order to 
. ſettle the preliminanes of a treaty. That gentle- Pre/ident de 
d man being arrived at Antwerp, the States-Gene- Rowille comes 
d ral appoined Meſſieurs Buys and Vander-Duſſen, 4 Holland, ts 
f - the former penſioner of Amſterdam, and the lat- 9 Peace. 
it ter of Gouda, to have a conference with him at 
r Moerdyke; upon the report of which, he was 
0 permitted to go to Woerden, a place between 
o, Leyden and Utrecht, to be near at hand for the 


conferences. There the deputies of the States 
had another conference with him, wherein he 
offered the preliminaries of a general peace. 
Theſe preliminaries were, That the Duke 9fers preli- 

« of Anjou ſhould renounce all his pretenſions to vinaries. 
e the Spaniſh monarchy, and all the dominions 
thereof, except Naples and Sicily, which he 
« ſhould keep to himſelf: that, in regard to the 
Empire, the treaty of Ryſwick ſhould be re- 
«ſtored: that for a further ſecurity to the 
States, ſome frontier places in the Netherlands 
* ſhould be yielded to them, the better to 
« {trengrhen their barrier: and laſtly, that the 

« Puke 
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“ Duke of Savoy. ſhould be reſtored to the 
© Dutchy of that name, to Nizza, and to Villa 
* Franca; and the Electors of Cologn and Ba- 
« varia to their eſtates and dignities. The de- 
puties of the States told M. de Rouille, that they 
were appointed to hear what he had to ſay, but not 
to propoſe any thing, and promiſed to report the 
conferences to the States, and deliver him an anſ. 
wer with all convenient ſpeed : they urged him to 
deliver theſe propoſals in writing; but he declar- 
ed, that he had no arders to do it. 

Prince Eugene, who had full power of the Em- 


P. kngene at peror for all things relating to war and peace, 


the Hague. 


- 


His Grace 


ret irns to 


England. 


arrived at Bruſſels the 27th of March, and the 
8th of April came to the Hague, where the Duke 
of Marlborough arrived the next day. Thoſe 
Princes had a long conference with the penſionary 
and other deputies of the States, wherein they de · 
bated the propoſals made on the part of France, 
which were: not judged large enough to be the 
ground of a treaty of peace, According to this 
reſolution, the deputies of the States returned 
an anſwer to M. Rouille, importing, That his 
« overtures were not ſatisfactory, without en- 
tering into any particulars. The miniſter ſent a 
gentleman to Verſailles for new inſtructions, who 
was diſpatched back the 15th of April, and arriv- 
ed in Holland the 18th. The ſame day the pen- 
ſionary of Holland, with ſeven other deputics of 
the States had a conference with the Duke of 
Marlborough: after which the Duke ſet out again 
for England, in order to take the ſentiments of the 
miniſtry there, and to get ſome other plenipoten- 
tiary aſſociated with him in the future negotiati- 
ons, that all the burthen, both of peace and war, 
might not lie upon him alone. Mean time the 
troops of the Allies were ordered to prepare them- 
ſelves to take the field, and all ſuch captains of 
the States as had not their companies compleat 
by the 20th of April, were to be caſhiered. 5 oy 

| | k- 
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High Mightineſſes ordered all their dragoons, and 
84 battalions of their infantry, to be in readingeſs 
to march at an hour's warning. The troops 
of the Allies this year, in the Netherlands only, 
were to amount to 160, ooo effective men: and 
the Duke of Marlborough was reported to have 
ſaid, That the peace was to be treated of in 
France by 1 50, ooo plenipotentiarics. 1 
The ſcarcity of proviſions, all this while, was N * 
ſo univerſal in France, that the whole kingdom ; 
cried out for bread and peace, The Dauphin, 
going to the opera, ſaw his coach ſurrounded by 
à multitude of men, women, and children, re- 
preſenting their miſery, and ſhewing them a kind 
of coarſe bread made of ſeveral forts of corn: 
at which that Prince was ſo moved, that he could 
- ſcarce refrain from tears; and cauſed all the mo- 
ney he had about him, and what he could borrow 
from his retinue, to be diſtributed amongſt them. 
Tho' the government took all imaginable care for 
preventing inſurrections, the populace plundered _ 
ſeveral markets at Paris, under the noſe of the 
. magiſtrates, and abuſed the guards. Two of the 
chief leaders were taken up, and ſentenced to 
death but their companions boldly declaring to 
the Lieutenant - General of the Police, that they 
would revenge their death upon him, he did not 
think ſit to proceed to an execution, and the King 
granted them a pardon. The diſorders were ſtill 
greater in the provinces remote from the court: 
the country people, leaving their habitations, form- 
ed ſeveral bodiag too great to be diſperſed, and 
lived altogether upon plunder. Theſe calamities, 
and the great preparations of the Allies to invade 
France, obliged the Moſt Chriſtian King to re- 
double his efforts to obtain peace: for which pur- 
poſe he ſent to the Hague the Marquis de Toroy, 
miniſter and ſecretary of State, to conſirm what 
M. Rouille had offered in his name, and to make 


further propoſals. 
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M. de Torcy,being arrived at the Hague, went 
to viſit the penſionary, who told him that he could 
not confer with him, without leave of the States, 
Their High Mightineſſes thereupon thought fit, 
that the ſaid penſionary, and Meſſieurs Buys and 
Vanderdufſen, who had hitherto managed the 
conferences with M. Rouille, ſhould mect the 
Marquis de Torcy, and hear what he had to pro- 
_ That miniſter accordingly offered propoſals; 

the depuries of the States told him, that they 
could not return him any anſwer, till they knew 
the ſentiments of the Queen of Great-Britain by 
the Duke of Marlborough, who was hourly cx- 
pected. Mean time Prinee Eugene being informed, 
of the arrival of that French miniſter, repaired im- 
mediately to the Hague, and, in his conferences 
with the penſionary, had the ſatisfaction to re- 
ceive new aſſurances, that the States would, upon 
no private conſiderations whatever, depart from 
the general intereſt of the grand alliance. 

The Duke of Marlborough, after having wea- 
thered a ſtorm, landed at the Brill the 17th of 


May, accompanied by the Lord Townſend, He 


arrived the 18th at the Hague, and immediately 


Prepoſals on 
the part of 


France. 


ſent his ſecretary to notify his arrival to the pre- 
ſident of the States and the grand penſionary. 
The ſame day the Marquis de Torcy came to his 
Grace, and was about two hours with him, and 
the Lord Townſend, who came over in the cha- 
racter of embaſſador extraordinary and plenipo- 
tentiary of Great-Britain. The 19th, M. de 
Torcy was at the levee of his Grace ; and on the 
20th, Prince Eugene, the Duke of Marlborough, 
and the Lord Townſend, returned the vilit. The 
ſame morning a conference was: held, in which 
the French miniſters declared, That their maſ- 
« ter conſented to the demoliſhing of Dunkirk, 
« to abandon the Pretender of St. Germains,ard 


other articles infiſted on by Great - Britain; and 


« likewiſe to renounce all pregenſions to the 


« Spaniſh 
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« Spaniſh monarchy : and laſtly, that he would 
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10 quit ſach places as ſhould be thought neceflary yy 
«6 or 


the barricr demanded by the States, as 
« Furnes, Ypres, Menin, Tournay, Liſle, Conde, 
1% Maubeuge,&c. In regard to the Empire, they 
offered to reſtore all things as they were ſettled 
« by the treaty of Ryſwick, and to demoliſh the 
« fortifications of Straſburg.” The Alles inſiſt- 
ed on ſome other articles, particularly the reſtituti- 
on of Upper and Lower Alſatia to the Empire. 
Whereupon the French miniſters declared, 
“That they had no power to make any farther 
« conceſſions ;” broke up the conference, and 
went to the penſionary to deſire paſſes to return 
home. They ſent again for them in the morning, 
declaring they could ſtay no longer: but up- 


on ſecond thoughts, and the repreſentations of a 


neutral miniſter, they conſented to have another 
conference. 
MN. de Torcy went alone the 2 iſt to the 


was held at fix o' clock in the evening; and not- 
withſtanding the French miniſters had affirmed the 
day before, that they could not enlarge their of- 
ſers, they propoſed to ſurrender Straſburg in the 
condition as it was at preſent. The Allies 
were not contented with theſe further propoſals, 
and another conference was appointed for the 
22d in the morning, which proved likewiſe unſuc- 
ceſsful. -The French declared, that they were 
reſolved to go away; and the better to perſuade 
people that they were in earneſt, they took their 
ve of Prince Eugene, the Duke of Marlborough, 
and the miniſters of the neutral Princes: but ſome 
of the latter perſuaded them to put off their de- 
parture, which they readily conſented to; and a- 
nother conference was held the 23d, which laſted 
from nine o clock till half an hour paſt one in the 
afternoon, | They began to ſet down in writing 
ſome articlegs.and it was, agreed to meet again 
Yugo; 3 about 


grand Several un- 


penſionary s, to agree about that conference, which Ic con- 


ferences. 
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1709 about fix in the evening; ; before which M. de 


Ry: Torey promiſed to write to his maſter about the 


difference relating to Alſatia. They debated in 

the evening an important article, relating to the 

fecurity of the execution of the points agreed up- 

on: but this conference broke up without any 

ſucceſs, tho' it laſted till eleven o'clock. The 

Duke of Marlborough, Prince Eugene, and the 

Lord Townſend, did not continue there ſo long, 

bur left it to the®depunes of the States to debate 

theſe articles. There was another conference 

the 24th, which began at nine o' clock, between 

. the deputies of the States and the French mini- 
ſters; and as ſoon as it was over, the former went 

to give an account of it to the Duke of Marlbo- 

rough and Prince Eugene; who, having ſome im- 

portant affairs toſertle,could not be preſent. Tho 

fame day in the evening there was another, which 

Date con- laſted very long. They reſumed therein the de» 
cerning the bate relating to the ſecurity of the execution of 
fecurity fo the articles agreed upon, and chicfly as to the 
&. Philip's evacuation of all the Spaniſh dominions. The 
abdication. Allies demanded ſeveral towns for their ſecurity, 
| and the French refuſed to give any; inſiſting, 

that the engagement the Molt Chriſtian King 

entered into, to recall his troops from Spain, and 

his promiſe to give no manner of aſſiſtance to 

King Philip, was alone ſufficient; and that King 

Philip, being thus forſaken by his grandfather, 

would be obliged to quit Spain, th mn becauſe 

the Spaniards would then certainly declare for 

King Charles. This occaſioned warm debates; 

but at laſt it was agreed, that France ſhould de» 

liver ſome places in the Netherlands, that were 

to be part of the barrier; before they entered up- 
on the general negotiations of peace, by way of 

liminary. 

The two following days, his Grace, Prince 

—— the Lord Townſend, and Count Zinzen- 

duch bad ſeveral conferences with the grand pen. 

£ „ & ſionary 
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Abey gave a full account, to the new Imperia 
plenipotentiary, of what had been tranſacted ſince 

the overture of theſe negotiations; and they 

agreed upon the further demands that were to be 

made to the French miniſters. In purſuance of 

this, there was a conference held the 27th at 

ten o'clock, wherein Count Zinzendorf aſſiſted 

for the firlt time. Meſheursde Torcy and Rouille 

deſired ſome ume to conſider their demands, and 
promiſed to return an anſwer at fix in the eve- 

ning, when a conference was accordingly held at 
the grand penſionary's, which continued till two 1 
in the morning. After many diſputes, all the * '**7inores 
preliminaries, conſiſting of — articles, were a- Becel 9% 
greed upon. They appointed another conference 


| between nine and ten, when they re-examined a- 
| gain the ſaid articles, which were ſet down in 
| writing, and ſigned by the miniſters of the Allies, 
but not by thoſe of France. Both ſides took copies 
TC of them, and M. de Torcy ſet out at four in the 
| afternoon for Verſailles, to communicate them to 


| his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and engaged to pro- 

| cure the ratification of them within ten days. The Fons 
| On the g̃th of june, the preſident de Rouille re- 4% 1 ee 
ceived an expreſs from France: and ſome time 2 tba. 
after he had a conference at the grand penſionarys 

; with the Imperial and Britiſh plenipotentiarics, 

| and the deputies of the States; wherein he 

, acquainted them, that the Moſt Chriſtian King 
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g could not ratify fome articles agreed to in the 

, conferences lately held with M. de Torcy. He q 

a offered ſeveral reaſons, which had been alledged 1 

N in former conferences, and endeavoured to per- 13 

, ſuade them, that thoſe. terms were fo hard, that 11 

f it was not to be expected that his maſter ſhould | 
comply therewith, The miniſters of the Allies | 

2 had immediately a conference amongſt themſelves, 

; in which it was agreed to ſignify to M. de Rouille 

; t-departin 24 hours: but the 6th in the mora- 

ee 43 ing 
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1709 ing he made a viſit to the Duke of Marlborough, 

ua propoſed another canference, which was held 

the ſame evening. Nothing material however 

was tranſacted in it, except that the Allies de- 

clared to M. Rouille, that they would not recede 

from any one of the articles agreed to; and that 

if his maſter did not think fit to comply there · 

with, the Allies would not think themſelves bound 

by the ſaid articles, or reſtrain their pretenſions 

to the contents of them aſter the 1 gth inſtant, the 

time allowed by the ſaid articles. The French 

rathiſter pretended, that he had no orders to 

make any further declaration, and received a fe- 

cond intimation to depart. He deſired, however, 

one more conference; but that produced no 

more than the former. The French King ex- 

cepted in particular againſt ſive articles; which, 

as the whole affair came to nothing, we think it 
needicſs.to recite, * N 

The grand penſionary having made a report, 

to the aſſembly of the States, of the declaration 

made by the preſident Rouille, their High Migh- 

tineſſes took a reſolution worthy of their firmneſs 

and wiſdom ; importing, That as the preli- 

% minanes. aforeſaid were the only conditions 

on which they thought a ſure peace could be 

4 % grounded, they did not think fit to recede in 

«« the leaſt from any one of them. And the pre- 

{ident de Rouille, being preſſed to own if he had 

any ſecret orders tending to peace, declared, that 

if the Allies would content themſelves with the 

calling of the French-troops out of Spain, with- 

burt inſiſting on the delivering up of the Spaniſh 

monarchy, he thought his Majeſty would be in- 

duced to depart from the other exceptions. But 

the recovery of the Spaniſh monarchy from the 

N French being at that time, in the opinion of all 

The canſe. the Allies, the only means to reſtore the ballance 

re.ces bike of Europe, the miniſters of the Allies did not 

oy Think fit to depart from any. one, of the . 
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they had agreed upon; and ſo M. de Rouille took 
his leave, and ſet out for Rotterdam; from whence 
he embarked on board a yacht for Moerdyke, 


to return home. 


The ſame day, being the ioth of June, all the 
miniſters of the Allies were deſired to meet in a 
congreſs, wher ein the grand penſionary gave them 


a full account of all the ſteps that had been made 


in the negotiations; eſpecially ſince the French 


King had refuſed to agree to the preliminaries; 
and the preſident of the ſecret affairs ſpoke on 
the ſubject with a great deal of warmth, deſiring 
their excellencies to give an account to their re- 
ſpective maſters of theſe unfair proceedings of 
France, and exhort them to redouble their efforts 
againſt an enemy, who could never be brought to 
reaſon but by force. Count Zinzendorf took 
this opportunity to tell the deputies of the States, 
that the Empire, the Emperor, and King Charles 
III. would doubtleſs expreſs their ſatisfaction for 
the great firmneſs their High Mightineſſes had 
manifeſted in the courſe of theſe negotiations. 
The Duke of Marlborough gave the ſame aſſu- 
Tances on the part of the Queen of Great-ritain; 
as did alſo the reſt of the miniſters on the part of 
their reſpective maſters ; and all ſignified to the 
grand penſionary, how much the Allies were ob- 


liged to him, and ſatisfied with the prudence and 


wiſdom he had expreſſed in the negotiations; 
which, contrary to the expectation of the enemy, 
proved a new cement to the grand alliance. 
In a word, the miniſters of the Allies, and the 
chief members of the united State; ere full of 
reſentment againſt Lewis XIV, and the people in 
general were ſo thoroughly convinced of the in- 
ſincerity and ill deſigus of France, in treating, 
that all their thoughts and deſires, which had 
before inclined towards a peace, were on a ſud- 
den turned towards proſecuting the war with the 


utmoſt vigour, as the only way to get happily out 
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1709 ofit. The Duke of Marlborough, as ſoon as the 
od conferences were over, ſet out from the Hague 
Mer þ for Antwerp, and from thence to Bruſſels, where 
— he joined Prince Eugene. Theſe two Princes lol? 

fet ſim or the no time to aſſemble the Confederate troops, and 


" 


arrived at Liſle the 18th of june. 
The forces, being afſembled about Courtray 


gates the field. and Menin, marched the 22d towards Lifle. The 


23d, the right wing, under Prince Eugene, paſſed 
the Lower Deule ; and at the ſame time the left, 
under the Duke of Marlborough, paſſed the Marc, 
and the army eneamped in the plain of Liſle, on 
both ſides the Upper Deule. Orders were ſent 
to the field-artillery at Menin to come to“ iſle, and 
an expreſs was difpatched to Lieutenant - General 
Dompre, who was left with a flying- camp near 
Aloſt, to join the army with all ſpeed. The 24th 
the quarter - maſters General went out with 1200 
horſe, to view the ground between the Conſe 
derate army and the enemies, and the ſituation 
of their camp, and obſerved that they were 
ſtrongly poſted, and perfecting their entrench- 
ments with all peflible application. Their left 
and right were covered by moraſſes, and their 
front by ſome villages which they had fortificd. 
The 25th, Lieutenant General Dopft went out 
with another detachment, to take a narrow view 
of the enemy; and upon his report, and that of 
Major-General Cadogan, there was a council of 
war held, to take proper meaſures for attacking 
them: but the generals at laſt did not think fit 
to go upon that enterpriſe, confidering the advan- 


tageous ſitilation of their camp, and reſolved, 


without more loſs of time, to beliege Tournay. 
This reſolution was kept very private, and the 
next night, when the army decamped from the 


| banks of the Deule, without beat of drum or 


ſound of trumpet, the baggage being ſent away 
to Liſle, every one thought they were marching 


to attack the enemy, and were ſurpriſed, when on 


a ſud- 


„ 
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2 ſudden they turned to the left, and arrived be- 


fore Tournay, which was a few hours after inveſ- WY, 
ted; inſomuch that the enemy could have no no- Tournay in- 
tice of the deſign, nor any time to put any re · in- veſted. 


forcements into the place. The garriſon conſiſted 
of 12 reduced battalions, and 5 regiments of dra - 
goons. The Duke of Marlborough made the ſame. 
night two detachments,one to ſurpriſe St. Amand, 
4 place on the Scarpe; and another to ſurpriſe 
Mortagne, a poſt where the Scarpe falls into the. 
Scheld. The enemies, who had 700-men in St. 
Amand, retired upon the approach of the Con- 
federate troops to Valenciennes, inſomuch that 
the detachment took poſt therein without any, 
oppoſition, - Mortagne met with the ſame fate, 
and the Prince of Naſlau left a detachment in 
each of thoſe places. ani 22 

The heavy artillery, which had been ſent back, 
from Menin to Ghent, was ordered to join the 
army with all poſſible ſpeed, and the generals 
made the neceſſary diſpoſitions for the ſiege. 
When'the troops deſigned to' carry, it on, being, 
30 battalions and 30 ſquadrons on each fide the 
Scheld; took poſt near the town, the gpvemor,, 
obſetving their motions, burned the ſuburbs. At 
the ſame time, the ſeveral attempts the enemies 
made -to- throw re-inforcements into the town, 
was a ſufficient eonfirmation to the Allies, that he 
wanted men. Pioneers were ſummoned out of the 
neighbouring countries, who being for the moſt 
part arrived, and other preparations in a readineſs, 


the trenches were opened the 7th of July at} De trenches 
night with! good ſucceſs, and almoſt without any opened, 


loſs in the three attacks reſolved upon. They 
were commanded by three generals of the infan - 
try; Count Lottum, General of the Pruſſians, 
againſt the citadel; General Schulemburg, of the 
Saxons, againſt the town on the ſide of Menin; 
and General Fagel on the ſide of the river, to- 
wards Acth. The approaches were that night 


<7 carried 
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carried on in the two former attacks about 300 
paces ; but the latter proved more difficult, and 
they could not advance above 200. | 
Marſhal Villars, who commanded the French 
army this year, continued encamped near Lens, 
whence he made a detachment to retake Warne · 
ton and Commines on the Lys, and the Red-Fort, 
Of which the Duke of Marlborough having advice, 
his Grace ſent a detachment, under the command 
of a Heſhan Lieutenant-General, to reheve thoſe 
poſts. But Warneton being almoſt without de- 
fence, a detachment of 700 men, that were 
therein, ſurrendered priſoners of war. The other 
two poſts, being in a better poſture of defence, 
held out till the arrival of the ſuccours, when 
the enemy retired with precipitation. 
The Marquis de Surville, Lieutenant-Gener 
who was wounded in the ſiege of Lifle, com- 
manded in Tournay: and M. Megrigni, who, as 
firſt engineer, had the direction of the fortifica- 
tions of the citadel, was governor of it. The 
chief ſtrength of the forufications conſiſted in 
the great number of miners made under them : 
ſo that, notwithſtanding 160 pieces of artillery, 
of which above 100 were 24 pounders, and 60 
mortars, that were employed on the befiegers 
batteries, there was found great occafion for ſap- 
ing; for which ſervice miners were ſent from 
Liſle, and others from Maeſtricht, and with them 
M. du Mey the engineer, who was director of 


one of the attacks againſt the town of Liſle. In the 


mean time a detachment of French troops from 
the Rhine joined the Marſhal de Villars: and 


that General, who continued in his former camp, 


detached 15 or 16000 men to take poſt between 
Doway and Marchienne on the Scarpe, to cover 
the pioneers, who were to work on a line from 
Doway to Conde. | _ 

The ſiege of Tournay went on apace, and the 


enemies having caſt up a ſecond Rn 
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the better to cover their ſluices and the wall of 170 
the town, Count Lottum cauſed it to be attacked yay 
the 15th at night. A Lieutenant, with 20 men, 
leapedinto the trench, which the enemies aban- 
doned and retired, except two ſoldiers, who took 
that opportunity to deſert. The victors, who 
had no men killed, caſt up immediately a line of 
190 paces, parallel to that which they had taken, 
and made a lodgment thereon. Twenty-two . 
pieces of cannon and four mortars were mounted 
in the night on that battery, which began the 
16th to batter the wall between the town and 
the citadel, The fame day they took another 
entrenchment, without any oppoſition, and began 
to raiſe another battery againſt the wall, which 
was the only defence of the town. on that ſide. 
They likewiſe made a lodgment the 15th, at 
Schulemburg's attack, on the ſaliant angle of 
the horn-work, and carried on the trenches along 
the flank z making on the right a lodgment on 
the ſaliant angle of the ravelin. At the attack 
of General Fagel, after having battered with a 
great deal of fury the ravelia between the gate 
of Marvis and the Upper Scheld, and made a 
breach ſufficient to be mounted, they lodged 
themſelves, by means of the fap, on both ſides 
of the ſaliant angle of that work, In the night 
between the 20th and 21ſt they endeavoured, at 
Lottum's attack, to make themſelves maſters of 
the work beforc the gate of Valenciennes ; but 
the beſieged made a ſally to prevent it, and at firſt 
put the workmen into diſorder; but were ſoon 
repulſed, The beſiegers had an engineer killed 
and two others wounded, with about 100 ſoldiers 
and workmen killed and wounded, Next night 
they advanced their ſapping 26 paces towards the 
gate, having not been able to advance furthgr, 
becauſe of three fallies the beſieged made 'one 
after another. In the mean time they made 
themſelves maſters of the whole counterſcarp, at 
705 the 
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the attack of General Fagel, and ſired into the 
covered-way of the enemies on the other fide of 
the Scheld, before the attack of Count Lottum, 
with great ſucceſs. The attack of General Schu- 
lemburg was likewiſe very much advanced. 

The beſieged all along believing that the attack 
of General Schulemburg was a falſe one, to fa- 
vour the ſucceſs of the other two, made no prepa- 
rations on that fide, which they might eaſily have 
done, till the town ſeemed to be in danger of 
being taken by that very attack. Then Marſhal 
Villars made a motion with his army, and en- 
camped his left near Doway, and his right along 
the cauſey of Valenciennes. He enlarged the 
fortifications of the latter place, and caſt up a 
bank before the gate of Conde, to make 'an inun- 


dation, and hinder any approach on that ſide. He 


made the ſame preparations for the defence of 
Conde; and left a flying- camp near Lens, for the 
ſecurity of his entrenchments; ſent his heavy 
baggage to Doway, and gave out that he would 
relieve Tournay. But notwithſtanding his mo- 
tions the Confederate generals did not think fit to 
9 their camp, but contented themſelves to 
re · inforce the garriſon of St. Amand, and to poſt 
a brigade of foot at St. Maur, a village near that 
town. 

On the 27th General Schulemburg cauſed the 
ravelin and half-moon at his attack to be ſtorm- 
ed; and, notwithſtanding the vigorous reſiſtance 
of the enemy, and their prodigious fire, his men 


Jodged themſelves thereon, and perfected their 


lodgment, by favour of the continual fire they 


made from their cannon and mortars. The 28th 
in the morning the firing abated, and the enemies 
made a ſally to retake the works they had loft the 
night before. They attacked very briſkly, but 


were repulſed with great loſs. In the evening, 


the enemies, obſerving great preparations for a 


"ſtorm, and fearing to be taken ſword in hand. 


hoiſted 
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hoiſted their colours, and deſired to capitulate for 1709 
the town; which was granted, upon this proviſo; av 
chat the Duke of Marlborough would conſent to The garri/bn 
it. An aid - de camp was accordingly diſpatched ire to capi - 
to his Highneſs at Willemeaux, which was at ate. 
ſome miles diſtance from the camp of the be- 
ſiegers; and his Grace having conferred with Prince 
Eugene and the deputies of the States, it was a- 
greed to capitulate : whereupon hoſtages were ex- 
changed, and the articles propoſed by the garri- 
ſon were ſent to the princes for their approbation, 
It was pretty late the 29th before the capitulation 
was ſettled, becauſe they demanded ſeveral terms 
which the Duke of Marlborough did not think fit 
to grant them. | 
The articles contained in ſubſtance, © That the 
«© RomanGatholick religion, with the biſhop and 
1 clergy,ſhould be preſerved in all their privileges: 
| te that the Liſle - gate ſhould be delivered up the 
| « goth in the morning, and the garriſon to re- 
| « tire into the citadel the 31ſt. The ſick and 
« wounded, which were in a condition to be re- 
* moved, to go to Valenciennes or Doway at their 
« own charge, ſix days after the ſigning of the 
e capitulation.” There were ſeveral articles for b 
the payment of debts; for the inhabitants or of- / 
ficers withdrawing themſelves, families, and ef- 
fects; and for regulating other particular points, 
The beſieged had leave to ſend an officer to Mar- 
ſhal Villars, to give him an account of matters, 
who was to be ſent the 3oth, and return into the 
citadel the 1ſt of Augult, On the part of the Allies 
it was demanded, ** That hoſtages ſhould be left 
for the payment of the French King's debts z 
that the keys of the magazines ſhould be de- 
© livered up, and the mines faithfully diſcovered; 
and, that the inhabitants of Tournay might have 
leave to withdraw their effects out of France.” 
The articles relating to the inhabitants of Tournay 
B b | in 
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1709 in particular were left to the management of the 

Wa deputies of the States. 
On the 6th of Auguſt, the States-General re- 
ceived letters from their field-deputies, with the 
unexpected news of a propoſal made by the French 
for ſurrendering the citadel of Tournay. The 
Marquis de Surville propoſed to the generals to 
3 appoint a perſon to treat with another appointed by 
7 rendering the him; in conſequence of which the Sicur de Lalo, 
| citadel, which Brigadier in the Britiſh troops, and the Marquis 
the French de Ravignan, drew up and ſubſcribed an agree- 
King will not ment; by which, among other things ſtipulated, 
Sign. the citadel of Tournay was be evacuated and 
; ſurrendered to the Allies on the 5th of September 
at noon, in caſe the King's army did not oblige 
the 30 battalions and 10 ſquadrons, (amounting 
to about 18,000 men) who were employed in the 
ſiege, to raiſe it, But theſe articles being ſent 
to the French court for approbation, his Mot 
Chriſtian Majeſty would not ratify them, but up- 
on condition that there ſhould be a ceſſation of 
arms in general in the Netherlands, till the ſaid 
5th day of September, which the Allies having re- 
jected, the ſiege was carried on with all poſſible vi- 
gour. The Grand army encamped near Orchies, 
in order to cover it; and the French continued 
on the other ſide che Scarpe, entrenching them- 

ſelves up to their noſes, 

Stege of the _. Never was ſiege carried on thro' more difficu]- 
citadel. ties, than that of the citadel of Tournay. The 
f whole place was undermined, and every foot the 
beſiegers advanced, they were in danger of being 
blown up into the air. Scarce a day paſſed, but 
many of them were deſtroyed in this manner; 
and nothing but the obſtinate bravery of the ever- 
victorious Confederate army, commanded by ge- 
nerals who found no taſk inſuperable, joined to 
the ſtreichts to which the French garriſon was 
reduced, could have made the former maſters of 


that place in ſoſhort a time as a month. To 
| relate 
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e relate all the particulars of this ſiege, would be 1709 
only to inform the reader, that the Allies loit a 
4 world of men; almoſt every article of the jour- 
c nal being an account of mines ſprung, and a lift 
h of officers and ſoldiers that were loſt. I ſhall but 
e juſt take notice, therefore, that on the 29th of 
0 Auguſt, M. du Mey, the chief director of the at- 
tacks, was mortally wounded under ground; and 
, that the Allies made ſuch a terrible tire upon the 
8 citadel, that day and the next, and threw in 
- ſuch an abundance of bombs, that the next 


, morning, at ſix o'clock, the enemy beat a par- 
d ky, deſiring to Mpitulate, and hoſtages were 
T thereupon exchanged an both ſides. M. Dolet 
e and the Marquis de Ravignan, both majors-genc- 
g ral, and four other officers, came out of the ci- 
e tadel; and Major-General Hondorff, with 5 oflt- 


It cers more, on the fide of the beſiegers, werc ſent 
t in. Dolet and his company were brought to tha 
— Earl of Albemarle's houſe, where the Duke of 
f Marlborough and Prince Eugene were met to re- 
d ceive their propoſals. They offered to ſurrender ; 
- the place, and delivered a project of a capitulation, The garriſon 
i conſiſting of 1 1 articles, the chief of which were, rh . +; 
„ That the chapel ſhould not be made uſe of for re rejected. 
d the exerciſe of any other religion but the Roman 
- Catholick, upon any pretext whatſoever : that 
they ſhould have 12 pieces of cannon and 6 mor- 
- tars, with ammunition for 20 charges, and horſes, 
C waggons, and other neceſſaries for that purpoſe, 
e to be furniſhed by the beſiegers: that the garriſon 
8 ſhould march out, drums beating and colours fly- 
t ing, witlr the other uſual marks of honour: that 


they ſhould have four covered waggons : that 
the priſoners ſhould be returned on each fide, and 
no deſerters ſtopp d. The French hoſtages, 
having made theſe offers, were deſired to with- 
draw; and after ſome conſultation they were 
called in again, and received for anſwer from the 
Duke of Marlborough and Pringe Eugene, that 
SAFES Bb 2 they 
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they could allow no other- conditions, but that 


of war. Whercupon they returned into the ci- 
tadel, and about three o'clock in the afternoon 
the hoſtilities began again. It was thought fit to 
inſiſt on having the garriſon priſoners of war, as 
well for the honour of the arms of the Allies, as 
in return for the French King's having refuſed tv 
agree to the former capitulation: beſides that, 


during the ceſſation, the French officers had own d 


that they were obliged to ſurrender for want of 
proviſions, | 5 

On the 2d of September, about nine, the Fart 
of Albematle came to the camp at Orchies, to 
give the Duke of Marlborough and the Prince of 
Savoy an account, that M. de Surville had de- 
bred leave to ſpeak to bis Lordſhip; and that he 
having been accordingly in conference with him, 
he had received propoſals for the ſurrender of 
the citadel, and deſired their Highneſſes orders 
thereupon, With theſe he returned about ten 
and the next morning, at break of day, ſent 
word back, that the garriſon was at laſt willing 
to ſurrender upon ſuch terms as ſhould be al- 


They ſurren- , 18 I? . L 
e low'd them: whereupon their Highneſſes imme 


diately came to Tournay, and figned the articles 
of. ſurrender with the Marquis de Surville; by 
which all the officers and ſoldiers were to retain 
only their ſwords and baggage, and, leaving their 
colours and arms behind, were permitted to re- 
turn to France, upon condition that they ſhould 
not ſerve untill they were actually exchanged a- 
gainſt the like number of officers and ſoldiers of 
the Allies; and thoſe taken at Warneton, were 
to be immediately fent back as part of this ex- 
change, i 
The garriſon having ſurrender'd, according 
to the ſtipulated conditions, and a gate having 
been delivered up the 3d in the afternoon, the ar- 
mies of the Allies decamped the * 
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Orchies, paſſed the Scheld, joined in their march, 
and encamped the 4th at Brifoul. The Heredi- 
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tary Prince of Heſſe-Caſſel, who was detached The Prince of 
the zd in the morning with 3000 foot and 60 Heſſe detach- 
an, in order to open a way for inveſting ed !owards. 


Mons, encamped at ſome diſtance from the 
Grand army. The 5th he paſſed the Haine in the 
afternoon, and the Grand army encamped at Si- 
zaut, The next morning his Serene Highneſs, 
having made the diſpoſitions for attacking the 
lines of the enemy above, from the Haine to the 
Sambre, he found them abandoned by 3 regi- 
ments of dragoons, who had been poſted there, 
The enemy deſigned, it ſeems, to defend thoſe 
lines; for the Chevalier de Luxembourg, with 2 
great detachment, arrived ſoon after, to ſuſtain. 
the dragoons, and was followed by M. de Villars 
in perſon : but ſeeing that their troops had quitted 
the poſt, they marched back to Quievrain, where 
they were hourly. re-inforced by troops which ar- 
nived from their lines along the Scarpe, The 
Prince, having taken poſſeſſion of the French 
lines, encamped his right to Jemappe , and his. 
left to Tramiers, whereby Mons was cloſely 
blocked up. The army under the Duke of Marl- 

dorough lay with its right to Fontoburg, and. the 
left to Hion; his Highneſs having his. quarters at 
Havre on the Haine, a caſtle belonging to the 
Duke of chat name. | 
The 7th his Grace received advice about noon, 
that the French were marching to attack the body 
under the Prince of Heſſe ;, whereupon orders 
were given to the army to decamp from Havre, 
and leave their baggage Behind, and their tents 


ſtanding. They halted on the hills of Belian, 


where the Prince of Heſle had his quarters; and 
there the generals received advice; that the ene- 
mies had not paſſed the defiles of Waſme, but 
were encamped between Quievrain and thoſe de- 
files. This made the army continue in that camp 
CEO Bb 3 
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170 the following night, but all the time in order of 

battle. The Duke of Marlborough being infor- 

med, that the garriſon of Mons conſiſted only of 

9 weak Spaniffi ahd 2 Bavarian battalions, beſides 

the dragoons of Paſteur, conjectured, that the 

chief deſign of the enemy in thefe motions was to 

oblige him to draw all his forces into the plain be- 

tween Belian and Frameries, that they might have 

an opportunity to throw fome reinforcements into 

Mons. To prevent this, his Grace ſent ſome 
troops towards St. Guillain. 

The 8th the army marched and encamped, 

the left wing on the ſide of the Haine, with 

St. Guillain before them, and likewife the ene- 

; mies army, which was encamped at Boſſu. That 

Eee 4 afternoon the huſſars met a party of the enemy 

"J** at the wood or village of Sars, conliſting of 400 

men; and, by the help of the Prince of Heſſe's 

advanced-guard;” this army was defeated; and a 

Hentrenant-colonet, with fome other officers, 30 

ſoldiers, 30 deferters, and about 100 horſes, 

were brought in. On the left wing, Major-Ge- 

ncral Groveſtein met another party in the open- 

ing by that wood, which was defeated, and 50 

men made prifoners. That day advice came, 

that M. de Boufflers was arrived in the enemies 

army, with order from their King to offer the 

Confederates battle. 
Ne Of. The Duke of Marlborough, Prince Eugene, and 


tate generals M. Goffinga, Field-Deputy, reſolved, on the 9th, 


view the ene to go and view the enemies army, taking with 
59. them for their guard the Prince d Auvergne, with 
feveral ſquadrons. When they came over- againſt 

Blaugies and Lamberchies, they difcovered the e- 

nemies whole army, who were in motion, and 

poſting themſelves on the plain of Blaugies, with 

their horſe between the two woods. Their infan- 

try they poſted in the woods, on the right and left. 

The generals having obſerved this, immediately 

— gave orders for drawing up their army facing the 

2 | enemy, 


* ww » 
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that time arrived M. Hooft, Field-Deputy, from 


another Field-Deputy. The preſence of theſe 


laſt, with ſome difficulty, brought to conſent to 
the reſolution that had been before taken. That 


the Generals Lottum and Baron Schulemburg, 


joined the right wing, over-againſt the wood by 
fame morning the Duke of Marlborough, Prince 


along the line, between the enemies army and 
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enemy, the right wing extending to Sars, and 1709 
the left to Bleron, where they placed their can= wv 
non, which was played with good execution. The 

Duke of Marlborough, with Prince Eugene and 
the Prince · royal of Pruſſia, paſſed that night with 
M. Goſlinga, that they might be ready if the ene- 
my ſhould make any attempt. In the mean while, 
they had advice, that the enemy entrenched them- 
ſelves, and were felling the wood, to clear as 
mach of it as was neceffary for their own motions, 
and to throw up before them in the manner of 
Chevaux de Friſe. 

The 10th it appeared, that the enemy were 
running an entrenchment croſs the plain from one 
wood to the other, and making uſe of all the 
advantage of the ground: whereupon it was re- 
ſolved, between Prince Eugene, the Duke of Marl- * — 
borough, and M. Goſlinga, to attack them. At . 


Tournay; as did the next morning M. Rantwijck, 


gentlemen was neceſſary, to give ſanction to an 
action of ſuch importance: and a council of 
war being held upon their arrival, they were at 


evening, Lieutenant- General Dedem, with a de- 
tachment from the blockade of Mons, took St. 
Guillain ſword in hand, making the garriſon pri- 
ſoners of war. The ſame evening alſo, arrived 


with the troops that had been employed in the 
fiege of Tournay. | | 

The 11th, early, that detachment came and 
Sars, where the enemies left was poſted. The 
Eugene, and the Field-Deputies, rode together 


theirs. 


284 


De HISTORY of Book VI, 
1709 theirs, Several men were killed in their preſence 
WW by the enemies cannon-ſhot, 


Ihe French generals had poſted their left wing, 


5. pes r by Villars, towards Blaugies, having 


armies. 


before them the woods of Blaugies, and Sart. 
Their center was before Erquennes and Tanieres; 
and the right wing, under Marſhal Boufflers, had 
in flank the wood of Sanſart. The open ground 
between the two woods was about 3000 paces 
broad: an entrenchment was thrown up croſs 


it, and before that entrenchment was a village, 


cover d ſtrongly by ditches and - hedges. The 
voods on both wings were felled and entrenched, 
and 100 pieces of cannon were poſted in the 
avenues. 7 ; | 
The enemy, who were 120,000 ſtrong, having 
made this diſpoſition, the whole army of the Al- 
les, which faced them at a ſmall diltance, and 
was not much inferior in number, moved towards 


them in the morning betimes. - The fignal was 


given before 9 o'clock, by firing 50 cannon, for 
attacking the enemy at once on all ſides. Gene- 
ral Shulemburg, with the Britiſh and other troops 
from Tournay, was drawn up to the right of the 
wood of Sart; the infantry of the Prince of Sa- 
voy's army, along the great road which paſſes 


thro' that wood; General Lottum, with part of 
the foot of the right wing, to the left of the 


ſame wood. The reſt of the infantry of that 
wing, conſiſtin g chiefly of Hanoverians, had in 
front the lines in the opening between the vil- 
lage and the ſaid wood, The infantry of the 
States, commanded by the Prince of Orange, ſome 


+ battalions excepted, who attacked the wood of 


permit. | 


Sanſart, had in front the lines between the vil - 
lage and that wood, The horſe of the whole 
army were poſted behind the foot, to ſup- 
port and ſecond them where the ground would 


At 
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At the ſignal all moved together, and bega 1509 
the attacks with incredible bravery, and with wv 
ſach ſucceſs at the wood of Sart, that after an The battle of 
hour's reſiſtance, the enemy, at all the three Blaregnies or 
attacks there, were driven out of the wood, and Malplaguet, 
oat of their entrenchments. On the left, be- 
tween the village and the wood of Sanſart, the 
fight laſted longer; and the Dutch there, having 
three entrenchments before tzem, forced the two 
firſt; but in the attack of the third were, by the 
great fire of the enemy, repulſed, loſing a great 
number of men. But rallying again, and the 
right wing having in the mean time made them- 
ſelves maſters of the wood of Sart, and coming 
to flank the entrenchments between the twa 
woods, the enemy 2 thoſe entrenchments. 
This gave the horſe an opportunity to break 
into them; and though the firſt ſquadrons which 
entered were repulſed, yet all the cavalry broke 
thro”, advanced into the plain, and there charged 
the enemy's horſe : , whereupon the enemy's 
whole army fell into diſorder; the Confede» 
rates left wing having in the mean time made 
themſelves maſters of the entrenchments in the 
wood. of Sanſart, which was facilitated by ſome 
_— ſquadrons falling upon the enemy's flank 
© there, | 
To be a little more particular: the Britiſh 
having forced into the enemies entrench- 
ments, the right of the Duke of Marlborough's 
army marched thro' the wood with great diff» 
eulty, forcing the enemy toretire as they advanced. 
When they had pierced quite thro', the Engliſh 
foot, with that of Prince Eugene, began to form 
themſelves on the plain, after being much divided 
by ighting'thro? the thickneſs of the wood. The 
Dake of Marlborough commanded an halt as ſoon 
as they came into the plain, and rode to obſerve 
What had paſſed on his left, where the troops of 
the States had attacked the cuemy in the plain be» 
8 a tween 


. 
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4 1709 Tween the woods of Sart and Sanſart. His Grace, 
wy obſerving the great loſs which the Duteh troops 

had ſuffered, ordered Licutenant-General Wi- 

thers to march with the body under his imme- 

diate direction to ſuſtain them: but upon farther 

deliberation, and notice that the Eieutenant-Ge- 

neral had been attacked, and was actually en- 

gaged with the enemy, and that all things went 

well on the right, the Duke thought fit rather 

to preſs on the advantages there, than to hazard 

a new motion towards the left in the heat of the 

action. It was ſoon after, that the enemy's left 

began to retire towards Attich, and draw off 

their cannon from the plain before Bleron, . Their 

foot alſo began to break in the center: whereup- 

on the Duke of Marlborough commanded the Earl 

of Orkney to attack them in their entrenchments 

on the plains of Bleron, with directions, if he 

| fucceeded there, to poſt himſelf in thoſe entrench- 

ments, and cover the horſe as they ſhould file of 
trough the woods into the plain, in order to 
charge the cavalry of the enemy, which were 
there drawn up. This was executed with great 
reſolution and ſucceſs ; and though the firſt {qua- 
drons, as we ſaid, were repulſed; yet, before 
the horſe of the Allies were all marched into the 
plain, and while they were forming themſelves in 
.order of battle, the French horſe retired by the 
way of Bavay; and the right of their foot, 
which were entrenched on the plains of Bleron, 
marched off with great precipitation, between the 
2 of the river Honneau and the wood San- 
| Bravery of The enemy's troops, being thus put to the 
the officers rout on all ſides, left behind them their cannon, 
and ſoldicri. and what elſe they had. The Prince of Savoy, 
uo in the beginning of the action was ſlightly 
wounded in the head, the Duke of Marlborough, 

and Count Tilly, were, during the whole fight, on 

the right and left wings, 1 
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head of the troops, in the hotteſt of the fire, lead- 


troops all the while by their preſence, and M. 
Goſlinga had a horſe ſhot under him. All the 
erals, officers, and ſoldiers, ſhewed in this 
oody battle (the bloodieſt indeed that had been 
fought for many years, and between the greateſt 
armies) as much reſolution and firmneſs as ever 
were ſcen, or ever can be expected from valiant 
men; the fight being very obſtinate from half an 
hour paſt 8 in the morning, till half an hour paſt 
2 in the afternoon; and the enemy were ſo ad- 
vantageouſly poſted, that when the battle was 
over, the Allies wondred how they had ſur- 
mounted ſuch difficulties. 

I have not been able to get any certain account 
of the number of the ſlain and wounded in this 
dreadful action: but in general it is agreed, that 
above 20,000 men on both ſides were left dead 
on the field of battle : nor muſt it be wondred at, 
that more than the one half of theſe were loſt by 
the victors. The day after the battle was em- 
ployed by the Allies in ſeeking for their wounded, 
and interring part of their killed: which done, 
the army returned to the ſame camp they werem 
three days before the battle; their left wing ex- 


| tending to Gogny Gauchi, and the right near 


the Haine, . 
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170 
ing them on. The field-deputies animated the Ju. 


% 


The enemy continued their retreat, and one of Ren of 
their brigades of foot retired towards Conde: the enemy. 


three others were the next day before Valeuci- 
ennes, at the time the gates are uſually opened. 
Good part of the infantry of their right wing drew 
off towards Maubege; but the groſs of their horſe 
and foot, who were in the main body ol their 
army, having paſſed the defiles of Amfroidpre, 
halted between Warnies aud Commines, and the 
ſame night paſſed the rivulet of Renelle, encamp- 
ing with their right at Queſnoy, and extending 
their left towards Valenciennes. Marſhal Vil- 

; lars 
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lars finding himſelf very ill of a wound he re- 


ceived in his knee, to which the French aſcribed 


much of their misſortune, Marſhal BouMers, 
who arrived in the camp juſt before the fight, 
took on him the command of the French army, 


The Allies gave the enemy leave to fetch off 


their wounded from the field of battle, on con- 


dition that they ſhould be anſwerable for them in 
exchange, as priſoners of war. For this end 
there was a conference at Bavay, between Lieu- 


tenant-General Cadagon, on one part, and the 


Chevalier de Luxembourg on the other. About 


300 officers, as well wounded as others, were 


Diſpoſitions 


for the ſiege 
of Mons, 


ſent to the enemy on their parole. The French 


took 24 from the Allies, whom they likewiſe ſent 
back a 


The Gage of Mons being reſolved upon, the 
generals ordered a vaſt quantity of faſcines to be 
got in readineſs, ſent for the train of artillery, 


which arrived at Bruſſels, and made all the neceſ- 
fary diſpoſitions for that undertaking. The 


Prince of Naſſau-Frieſland, who was appointed 


to command it, took poſt the 2oth near the town, 


with 30 battalions and 30 ſquadrons, His High- 
neſs had under him 3 lieutenant-generals, 8 


- major-generals, and 9 brigadiers. The grand 


army made a motion, at the ſame time, to cover 
the ſiege ; the right, under Prince Eugene, tak- 
ing poſt near St. Guillainz and the left, at Vil- 
lers-Miſſernico} on the Trouille, The Duke of 
Marlborough had his quarters again in the caſtle 
of Havre. | 

In the mezn time the enemies gave out, that 
they would not ſuffer Mons to be taken in their 
ſight, but would venture a ſecond engagement to 


relieve it, To be ready for them, the quarter- 


maſters: general went out the 24th, and marked 


out a camp for. the army, in which all the troops 
knew what poſts every battalion and ſquadron 


was 
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was to take, if the French advanced to diſturb. 
this fiege. The ſame morning a Major, with 


200 foot, 40 horſe and 100 workmen, was ſent 


to cut a dyke between Conde and St. Guillam ; 


which had a good effect. The following night 
the trenches were opened at two attacks, one 


againſt the gate of Bertamont, and another againſt- 


the gate of Havre. Four battalions and 2000 


workmen were commanded for the former attack, 
and 2 battalioas and 1000 workmen for the latter.. 


Licutenant-General Cadogan, who was at the lat- 
ter attack, received a wound in his neck, and 


his adjutant was killed. The 26th, about 3 in 


the afternoon, the beſieged made a ſalley at the 
ſame attack; and Hill's regiment, which was 
in the trenches, was put at firſt into diſorder ; 
but being ſultained by a regiment of Pruſſians, 
the enemies were repulſed. The ſame day the 
beſiegers took the redoubt of Nimi, found there- 
in 2 picces of cannon, and made the officer who 
commanded it, with 36 men, priſoners of war, 
The 3oth, a convoy with the artillery from 
Bruſſels being arrived, 32 pieces of cannon were 
brought to the batteries at the attack of Berta- 
mont, and 16 to that of Havre. The 11t of 
October, they took a little hornwork and redoubt 
near the Park-Gate, wherein the enemy had two 
pieces of cannon, and a Lieutenant and an En- 
hgn with 40 men, who ſurrendered priſoners of 
war, By the taking of theſe works they be- 
came maſters of a ſluice, which was of great uſe 
for letting out the water that incommoded them. 
Thoſe works covered likewiſe the mills, wherein 
the beſieged uſed to grind molt of their corn, 
The 3d, they obliged the enemy to quit a {mall 
redoubt on the right of the gate of Havre. 

On the 8th in the morning they attacked the 
counterſcarp of the horawork at the gate of 
Havre; and, after half an hour's reſiſtance, 

C c lodged 
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1709 lodged themſelves on the covert-way, having had 
aon 60 men killed and wounded. They took 12 
riſoners, who reported, that the enemies were 
— and did not expect to be attacked at 
that time; for otherwiſe 300 men had been ap- 
pointed for the defence of that poſt, who were to 
be ſupported by 200 Bavarians. The beſicgers, 
however, perfected their approaches at both at- 
tacks, and lodged themſelves on the covert-way 
of the hornwork at the gate of Bertamont. The 
17th in the morning, 400 grenadiers, ſuſtained by 
500 fuſiliers, with 700 workmen, attacked the {c- 
cond counterſcarp of the hornwork at the gate 
of Havre; and the enemy, after a very ſhort re- 
liſtance, quitted the counterſcarp and covert- way. 
The beſiegers made a good lodgment on them, 
which they afterwards perfected. The face of 
the: hornwork at the attack of Bertamont having 
been battered till the 16th, the breach there, and 
_ likewiſe in the ravclin, were judged practicable. 
The next day at 7 in the morning, an attack 
there began with a great diſcharge of bombs and 
grenades, whereby the enemy in the works were 
ſo much annoyed, that when the aſſailants had 
mounted the breaches, they found, to their great 
farpriſe, that the beſieged had quitted both the 
ravelin and the hornwork. 

On the 19th, in the morning, the batteries bc- 
gan to fire upon the face df the hornwork, at 
the gate of Havre, and continued to do ſo with 
very good ſucceſs till the 20th about noon, when 
the breaches being almoſt practicable, and the be- 
ſiegers making preparations for an attack, they 
were prevented by the enemy's beating a parley, 
and hanging out white flags at both attacks, to 
. Gpnify their deſire to capitulate. Hoſtages were 

accordingly exchanged; and thoſe of the enemy, 

having dined with the Prince of Naſſau near the 

Bertamont attack, came in the afternoon to the 

Duke of Mailbarough's quarters, _— in 

their 


The garriſon 
capilulates. 
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their propoſals, and returned into the town about 
eight with the anſwer of his Grace and Prince 
Eugene. They came out again the next morning, 
and, after ſome debates, it was agreed, that the 
gate of Nimi ſhould be delivered to the Alltes, as 
it was in the evening; and that the garriſon fhould 
march out the 23d; the French to be conducted 
to Maubeug, and the Spaniſh and Bavarian troops 
to Namur. The propoſals made by the beſieged 
conſiſted of 22 articles, which contained in gene- 


ral the uſual demands made by garriſons on the 


like occaſions. They deſired eight days time to 
expect relief; which was refuſed. They hke- 
wile deſired the uſual marks of honour, with 20 
charges for every ſoldier, 10 pieces of cannon 
and 4 mortars, with ammunition for 12 charges; 


but the cannon and mortars were refuſed them, 


and only 6 charges allowed to each man. "They 
were obliged to leave hoſtages for the debts of 
the garriſon, and other pretenſions of the town. 
The articles were ſigned at Prince Eugene's quar- 
ters, by his Serene Highneſs, the Duke of Mark 
borough, the deputies of the States, and the go- 
vernor of the town. 
The taking of this important place convinced 
the world, that the Allies gained a teal victory 
the preceding month, which the French pretend- 
ed to deny, and that the latter had no intention 
to venture a ſecond engagement with them: for 
elſe they would not have nuſſed the faireſt op- 
portunity they could ever expect, a great part 
of the Confederate forces being employed in che 
lege, and the reſt of the army lying in an open 
Plain without any lines, or any other defence to 
cover them. | 

The ſcarcity of forage, and the difficulty of 
the roads (not any thing the Allies had to fear) 
put a ſtop to any farther operations of war; 
and the winter · quarters being ſettled, the army 
paſſed the Haine, in order to te, and march 
* C 0 2 into 
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into their reſpective garriſons, After which the 
Duke of Marlborough, with Prince Eugene and 
the deputies of the States, ſet out for the Hague, 
where they arrived in the beginning of November. 
The two Princes had ſeveral conferences with the 
deputies of the States, and ſettled many important 
points in relation to the operations of the next 


campaign. In a conference on the 12th, they 
each of them made a ſpeech, which received great 
applauſe, They repreſented, amongſt other 


—_—_ f things; „ That though there was reaſon to 
*. gene hope, that the glorious victory, and other 


and the D. af 4 
Ni artbery 1g) 


great advantages obtained in the laſt campaign, 


at the Hague. would induce the enemy to comply this winter 


„ with fuch terms as might ſecure a good and 
« ſure peace; yet as this was ſtill uncertain, there 
« was an abſolute neceſſity ro purſue in time, 
« and without any delay, the neceſſary meaſures 
*«« for taking the field early in the next Spring, in 
order to act with more vigour than ever, in 
„ cafe. the Allies found it neceſſary to continue 
« the war: that above all things it was neceſſary 


to make ſufficient magazines of forage, corn, 


« meal, and other neceſſaries, in the moſt con- 
0 ventent frontier places, that the troops might 
* be-afſembled, ſubſiſted, and put in a condition 
to act as well before the country affords any 
« forage, as in the ſummer; and that a ſufficient 
** number of waggons be provided for tranſport- 
ing to the army bread and other neceſſaries; the 
troops having been more than once in the laſt 
« campaign in great ſtrrights, and having for ſome 
*« days been without bread for want of waggons.” 
This conference having been reported to the 
States-General, their High Mightineſſes took it 
into their conſideration, and declared themſelves 
reſolved to make their utmoſt efforts the next 
campaign, for reducing the enemy to the neceſ- 
lity of complying with ſuch terms as might ſecure 
the peace of Chriſtendom, © * 
G5: 2 2 2 E 
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The French having deſired that the Sieur Pet- 1709 
tecam, reſident of Holſtein, ſhould go to Pans, to 
confer with their miniſters, and help them to find. The Sieur 
an expedient for removing the difficulties that had Peftecum | 
obſtructed the negotiations of the peace, the goes 1% Paris, 


miniſters of the Allies conſented that he ſhould go. and the D. of 


I 5 
thither, at the deſire of the French, but gave him > Dalek. 


no manner of commiſhon to ſpeak from them, or 
in their name. He ſet out from the Hague the 
12th of November, and the Duke of Marlborough, 
foreſeeing that this was but a new artifice of the 
enemies to amuſe their ſubjects with hopes of a 

edy peace, and that the journey of the reſident 
of Holſtein would produce nothing at all, did not. 
think fit to ſpend any more time at the Hague, 
but taking the opportunity of a fair wind, em- 
darked for England. Prince Eugene continued for 
ſome days longer at the Hague; but being in- 
formed that the journey of M. Pettecum would 
lignify nothing at all, and that the French were 
propoſing trifling equivalents for the contended 
article of the former preliminaries, his Highneſs, © 
ſet out for Vienna. 

Five days after his Grace arrived at London, it His Cee ne- 
was reſolved. nenrine contradicente by the houſe, e 12 
of Commons, that the late victory obtained by 
the Duke of Marlborough, and the other great and 
important ſucceſſes of the laſt campaign, were ſo 
remarkable, that the houſe thought itſelf obliged 
to expreſs how ſenſible they were of the honour 
and advantages which this kingdom and the 
whole Confederacy had. received by his eminent 
ſervices; and that the committee, by order of 
that houſe, ſhould give his. Grace their thanks, 
and congratulate his ſafety and return to Great-- 
Britain. Accordingly the committee appointed 
waited upon his Grace, and delivered to him the 
reſolution of the houſe, | 

The Lord chancellor alſo addreſſed his Grace 
at his firſt appcarance in the houſe of Lords, tos 
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the Sieur Pet- 
tecum*s an- 


fuer. 


Tbe Chancel- © 
[ors ſpeech to © and the publick, during the laſt campai 


The HISTORY of Book VI. 


this effect: · That he was commanded by their 


Lordſhips to give his Grace the thanks of that 
* houſe, for his continued ſervice to, her Majeſty 


of which nothing greater could be ſaid, than 
„ what her Majeſty (who always ſpoke with the 
+ utmolt-exactnels and certainty) had declared 


« from the throne, That it had been, at leaſt, as 
% glorious as any which had preceded it. But 


that the repetition of the thanks of that 


* auguſt aſſembly had this advantage of the for- 
mer, that it mult be looked upon as added to 
** and ſtanding on the foundations already laid in 
** the records of that houſe, for the preſerving 
* his. memory freſh to all future times; ſo that 
* his Grace had allo the ſatisfaRion of ſeeing the 


e everlaſting monument of his glory rife every 


year much higher.” To which his Lordſhip 
added his wiſhes, That God might continue, 
in a wonderful manner, to preſerve ſo invalu- 
able a life, that he might not only add to that 
6 ſtructure, but finiſh all with the beauties and 
* ornaments of an honourable and laſting peace.” 

To this as well as to the addreſs of the 
Commons, his. Grace anſwered with his wontcd 


modeſty and ſelf- denial. 


Reſotition of On Saturday the 1 4th of December the — 
e States on of the states - General for ſoreign affairs, having, 


according to their commiſſion, examined the 
anſwer brought from France by the Sieur Pette- 
cum, which he had delivered in writing as it was 
communicated to him by the Marquis de Torcy ; 


the ſaid deputies reported to the aſſembly, 


* That having ſeriouſſy conſidered the contents 
of that anſwer, it appeared to them, that the 
French court entirely receded from the foun- 
*« dations that had been before laid, and on which 
* the negotiations for grounding thoſe of a ge- 
* neral peace were begun, and had been continu- 
« ed; that the anſwer * by the Sicur Pette- 


„ cum 
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« cum was not ſatis factory, and that the prelimi- 
“ nary articles of the laſt year ought to be inſiſted 
« upon, except the 37th, to which the Allies had 
« been of opinion, that an expedient might be 
« found to the ſatisfaQtion of all parties,” | 
In conſequence of this report the States-Gene- | 
ral took a vigorous reſolution for continuing the | 
war, and wrote letters to all the Allies to prompt | i 
them to renew their efforts. The latter part of br 


that to the Queen of Great-Britain does ſo much 

honour to our Hero, that I ſhall inſert it, | bi 
« We have another requelt to add to our for- — ; - of 'n 

« mer, which is, That your Majeſty would be ang 2.7 | 

« pleaſed to ſend hither the Prince and Duke of Great Fri 


Marlborough betimes, and if poſſihle before the tain. 


« end of February, that we may have the benefit 
« of the wiſe counſels of that great General, in 
« concerting in a due time the operations for the 
« next campaign, as well as reap the advantages 
« of his incomparable valour in the execution 
« thereof,” 


The French, having received advice of the re- The Frerc5 
ſolution of the States, thought fit to make further ie new 
overtures of peace, and M. de Torcy ſent to the All. 


reſident of Holſtein ne propoſals, not much dif- 
ferent from the preliminaries, and deſired him to 
communicate them to the Allies; but as to the 
conteſted article, they deſired leave to ſend a mi- 
niſter to treat of an equivalent. This affair being 
debated, it was reſolved on the part of the Allies, 
that the French King ſhould be allowed to ſend 
2 miniſter to the Hague, for that purpoſe, provided 
he ratiſied all the other preliminaries. Purſuant 
to this conceſſion the French King ſent the Mar- 
ſhal d' Uxelles, and the Abbe de Polignace, to 
confer with the miniſters of the Allies: But the 
ſucceſs of theſe negotiations I mult defer till I have 
given ſome account of the paſt campaign, in the 
countries remote from the ſcat of war in which the 
Duke of Marlborough commanded, 
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The publick conferences being broke off the 


preceding Spring, and M. de Rouille returned to 
The Cam- Paris, Portugal was the firlt fcene of action that 


year. An engagement indeed happened there 
while the conferences at the Hague was ſtill on 


foot, which, in the opinion of many, had ſome 


influence on the French King, and proved a new 
motive to induce him to reject the preliminaries of 
peace; tho, in fact, that affair was too inconſider- 
able in itſelf to produce fo great an alteration in 
the counſels of that Prince, had his heart been 
ſmcerely inclined. That climate allowing the ar- 
mies to take the field ſooner than in the Northern 
parts, the Portugueſe troops aſſembled about the 
middle of April near Eſtremos, while the Spaniſfi 
drew together about Badajox. The Portugueſe 
advanced further towards the enemy, and, being 
faperior to them, reſolved to attack them, if poſ- 
ſible; conſidering that if they got the victory, as 
was very probable, it might be attended with the 
loſs of Spain to the Duke of Anjou, and, that if 
they loſt the day, the enemies were not in a con- 
dition to proſecute their advantage. The armies 
being very near, they had ſoon an opportunity to 
engage: for the Marquis de Bay having given out, 
that he would make a general forage in ſight of 
the Portugueſe the 7th of May, the armies came 
that day to battle, in which the Portugueſc ca- 
ralry, being for the moſt part newly raiſed, ran 
away, without ſo much as charging or being 
charged, leaving their infantry expoſed. Theſe 
however made fo brave a defence, that they re- 
tired in fight of the enemy, (in which they were 
very much favoured by the Engliſh regiments of 


- Barrimore and Stanwix, who were taken priſoners) 


and the loſs of the Spaniards was at leaſt equal to 
that of the Portugueſe, The Marquis de Bay 
blocked up Olivenza; but was obliged to raiſe 
the blockade, and to ſend the troops into quarters 
of refreſument, without having gained an * 
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of ground, The Spaniards threatened to enter 
Portugal in the autumn campaign, when the ar- 
rival of General Stanhope at Gibraltar, with a 
fleet and three regiments from Barcelona and 
Port Mahon, gave ſuch a jealouſy to the Spaniards, 
that the Marquis de Bay was ordered to ſend the 
beſt part of his troops for ſecuring the coaſt of 
Andaluſia, and chiefly Cadiz, on which they ſuſ- 
pected the Allies to have a deſign. It is very 
likely indeed they had, tho' they wanted an op- 
portunity to put it in execution, becauſe the for- 
ces from England and Ireland, under convoy of 
Admiral Baker, were ſo long detained in thoſe 
parts by contrary winds, that it being too late to 
go upon any enterpriſe, General Stanhope returned 
w Barcelona, where the Admiral arrived alſo in No- 
vember, and landed his forces. This diverſion 
was very favourable to the Portugueſe; for the 
Spaniards could not form any army to moleſt 
their territories. 
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The Campaign in Catalonia was not very re- In Catalonia 


markable by any great exploits of war; but con- 
ſidering the ſtreights King Charles was reduced to, 
it was very glorious for that Prince, to have with 
2 handful of men not only preſerved his country 
againſt two powerful armies, but like wiſe to have 
obtained ſome advantages over them, by ſeizing 
Balaguer, and obliging the enemy to quit ſome 
countries between the Cinca and the Segra, of 


which they had been poſſeſſed ſince the taking of 


Lerida, When the news of the taking of Bala - 
guer came to Madrid, King Philip was ſo much 
toncerned at it, that he took poſt for his army, 
giving out that he would attack the Allies. He 
arrived in his army, advanced, andſaw the enemy; 


but, taking his leave of Count Stahrenberg, re- 


turned poſt with the ſame precipitation to Madrid, 
giving ſufficient cauſe to his enemies to laugh at 
his frivolous journey. N 
vlidur code Arte 03 12 


298 


1709 
wow 
In Pied mont. 


On the Rhine. 


| 


The HISTORY of Book VI. 


In Piedmont, 'the ſucceſs of the campaign came 
very ſhort of the hopes the Allies had conceived, 
upon the taking of Exilles and Feneſtrelles the 


year before. The Duke of Savoy declined to go 


into the field, upon account of ſome differences 
between him and the Imperial court, which the 
earneſt inſtances made by general Palmes at Vien- 
na and Turin, in the name of the Queen of Great» 
Britain and the States-General, were not able 
to adjuſt; and, notwithſtanding his forces, with 
the Imperialiſts and the auxiliaries of Pruſſia and 
Saxe-Gotha, took the field under the command 
of the Count de Thaun, forced their paſſage 
over the Alps, defeated a conſiderable detach- 
ment of the French, and advanced into the duchy 
of Savoy, as far as the banks of the Rhone, ſtrik- 
ing a very great conſternation among the ncigh 
bouring provinces of France; yet they could 
not paſs that river, nor find an opportunity to at- 
tack the Duke of Berwick, poſted in an almoſt in · 
acceſſible camp near Montmelian, and at laſt were 
obliged to return into Piedmont and the Milaneſe, 
having found it impoſſible to maintain themſelves 
in Savoy during the wimer. This had been pro- 
jected, that the army might be at hand to attack 
Prance the next campaign at the ſame time, and in 
concert with the other armies ofthe Allies, 
The preſſing exhortations made on the part of 
the Allies to the empire having not been able to 
quicken the reſolutions of its members, their for- 
ces came late into the field, and not more nu- 
merous nor better provided than the preceding 
years: however, the Elector of Hanover, being 
prevailed upon for the good of the common 
cauſe, repaired to the army on the Upper Rhine, 
as ſoon as it was in à condition to act, and re- 
ſolved to execute a project, which ſome accident 
had difeppointed the year before. Having paſſed 
the Rhine, he marched directly to the lines of the 
enemy, and made a feint to attack them, — 
ount 
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Count Merci was detached towards the Black-Fo- 
reſt with a body of horſe, with orders to paſs the | 
Rhine at the foreſt towns, march through the | 
territories of Baſil, and take poſt on the French | 
ſide of the river, Mean time General Weyker- {| 
ſneim, with a body of foot and ſome artillery, + 
marched to lay a bridge at Newenburg, and come 
up to join him. Theſe orders were fo well exe- 
cuted, that the bridge was finiſhed, and that army 
| encamped as had been directed. This fo alarmed 
| the enemy, that Count du Bourg was ſent with a 
| detachment to oppoſe Count Merci, whom he 
defeated while the Elector was coming up to ſup- 
| 


port him: and thus the deſign that had been for- 
med ot penetrating into the Franche Comte was a- 
gain diſappointed, and the campaign on that ſide 


- concluded without any remarkable action. 

4 I malt not omit another affair that h 

- the ſame year, as it made no ſmall noiſe, and had e K 2 
1. ſome effect on what paſſed afterwards in other fubmiffon 
e parts. The Emperor Joſeph, being convinced of g 

e, the partiality of the Pontiff of Rome for the 

8 boaſt of Bourbon, and reſolved to do himſelf 

o- juſtice, ordered his troops to ſeize Comacchio and 

k ſome other places, under pretence that they were 

in fiefs of the Empire. Theſe hoſtilities were fol- 


low'd by others, and the campaign in 1708 be- 
ing ended 1a Piedmont, the Count de Thaun 
marched with the Imperial troops and ſome auxi- 
liaries into the countries of Bologna and Ferrara, 
and threatned to advance directly to Rome. This 
proceeding of the Imperialiſts exaſperated the 
Holy Father, who preſently gave out commiſſions 
for augmenting his forces, and propoſed a league 
between him and ſeveral States of Italy with 
France. The Marſhal of Teſſe was ſent ambaſ- 
ſador of that crown of Rome, and was deſigned to 
be generaliſſimo of the Confederates; but France 
being unable to aſhit them with any money or 


troops, 
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troops, the Imperialiſts being almoſt at the gates 
of Rome, 'and the Confederate flcet in the Me- 
diterranean ready to bombard any place that 
ſhould declare for the common enemy, the Pope 
thought ſit to lay aſide his warlike deſigns, 
and hearken to the propoſals made him by the 
Marquis de Prie, on the part, of the houſe of 
Auſtria; inſomuch that a treaty was concluded 
between that miniſter and Cardinal Paulucci, 
whereby the Pope promiſed to acknowledge King 
Charles for King of Spain, and to reduce his 
troops to their former number, This accom- 
modation gave ſo much diſguſt to the courts of 
France and Madrid, that their miniſters were 
recalled from Rome, and the Pope's nuncio 
was commanded to depart Spain by the Duke of 
Anjou, who beſides took ſeveral reſolutions very 
prejudicial 'to the, Holy See. - Mean time the 
Pope found means to delay the recognition of 
King Charles, and the congregation appointed 
to examine that affair would never agree to 
it; but when he ſaw the campaign. ended in 
Piedmont, and the Imperial troops returning, 
he wrote a brief to the King of Spain, and 
acknowledged his title in a publick conſiſtory, 
by allowing his nomination to the Sce of Sol- 
zona in Catalonia, as Catholick King of Spain. 
Tis true, that in that act he declared, That 
this was without prejudice to the other poſſeſ- 
ſor, Philip V. likewiſe Catholick King of Spain. 
But however, this was a great point gain'd, 
and, for the preſent, convinced the Spaniards, 
that they might with a ſafe conſcience ſubmit 
to King Charles, though they had ſworn fealty 
to Thilip. — I now reſume the negotia- 


tions of peace, which I left to relate theſe oe- 
currences. K an . 
The taking of Tournay and Mons , the vic- 


tory of Malplaquet, ard other ſucceſſes ow 
' Allics 
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Book VI. Joux Duke 7 Marlborough. 
Allies in the year 1709, together with the 
at difficulties France was reduced to at that 
time, through a ſcarcity of corn, made peo- 
ple believe, that the following year would pro- 
duce a peace, ſuch as the Allies had propoſed 
to themlelves, which might ſccure for a long 
time a general tranquillity in Chriſtendom: and 
as, upon the earneſt inſtances of France, the 
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conferences for ſcrtling the preliminaries were 


renewed in the beginning of March, many were 
of opinion, that this grand affair would be ad- 
julted before the opening of the campaign. The 
quality of the perſons ſent on the part of 
France to manage thoſe conferences, and the 


ſolema aſſurances given by the French court, 


that the moſt , Chriſtian King conſented to all 
the preliminaries, except the 37th, for Which 
they had an equivalent to propoſe, rendered 
this opinion very probable, But the event 
ſhewed, that peace, or atleaſt ſuch a peace as 
the Allies deſigned for the good of Europe, was 
very far from the thoughts of that Prince. 

The town of Gertruydenberg being appointed 
for theſe conferences, the Marſhal d'  Uxelles 
and the Abbot de Polignac, plenipotentiaries of 
France, arrived there the.1oth of March, being 
met at Moerdyke by Meſſieurs Buys and Vander- 
daſſen, deputies of the States, who were to ma- 
nage the conferences on the Part of the Allics ; 
they had the ſame day a conference together; 
but inſtead. of an equivalent for the 37th article 
of the preliminaries, as had been promiſed by 
their Toart, for ſecuring the reſtoration of the 
Spaniſh monarchy to the houſe of Aultria, they 
propoſed a ſeparate treaty for France, with a 
promiſe that they would not aſſiſt the Duke 
of Anjou. This propoſal. of the French being 
communicated to the miniſters of the Allies at 
the Hague, they werg immediately ſenſible, that 

LTH, of the 


The confe- 
rences ot 

(7ertruydens 
berg. | 


- . _— —  _—_—— * 
——— ͥ — —¾— 2 — — _ - - 
Þ 8 


The HISTORY of Book VI. 
the French had no other deſign in theſe nego- 
tiations than to divide them, and that theſe con- 
ferences would break up without any ſucceſs : 
however, it was reſolved to continue them, that 
the French might not have a pretence to charge 
the Allies with the prolongation of the war, 
as they had often attempted, in order to encou- 
rage their own people, and create ſome uneuſi- 
neſs amongſt the ſubjects of their enemies; which 
was certainly their intention, as it evidently ap- 

ared ſome time after, . 85 

The plenipotentiaries and deputies had ſeveral 
other conferences together, which it would be 
too tedious to take notice of; and we muſt con- 
tent ourſelves to obſerve, that the partition of 
the Spaniſh monarchy, which they reduced to 
Sicily and Sardinia in favour ' of the Duke of 
Anjou, and the ſubſidies they offered towards 
the charges of the war for obliging that Prince 
to quit the Spatiſh throne, (ſuppoſing all along 
a ſeparate peace with France, and the continua- 
yon of the war to conquer Spain and the Indies, 
contrary to the firſt foundation of the negotia- 
tions ;) this, I ſay, not being ſatisfactory to the 
Allies, they mfifted on a poſitive declaration 
of France about that eſſential point; without 
which they judged it to no purpoſe to continue 
the conferences. The French being thus brought 
to a neceſſity to declare their minds, broke off 
the conferences; and their plenipotentiaries wrote 
x long letter to the penſionary Heinſius, dated 
the 20th of July, 1710; wherein they endea- 

voured to juſtify the conduct of their court ard 
the negotiations; and had the confidence to 
charge the Allies, and in particular the Dutch, 
with the continuation of the war, telling their 
penſionary in plain terms, * That their longer 
« ſtay at Gertruydenberg would be to no pur- 
K. 8 poſe „ {ince'thoſe” who governed the repu- 

mY | | blk 
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lick thought it their intereſt to make the war 
depend upon an impoſſible condition ; and that 
+. their King left it to the judgment of all the 
« World, and even to the pcople of England 
and Holland, to diſtinguih who were the 
true authors of the continuance of fo bloody 
* a war,” 
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To tbe end of the war ; ' with the remainder of 
the Duke's life, and his death and character. 


HE Duke of Marlborough and Prince 
1710 Eugene ſet out for the army in the nud- 


dle of April, and intended to attack 
The Duke of te lines by the 3oth of that month; but this 
Marlborough happened much ſooner, to the agreeable ſurpriſe 
_— 8 1 4 of all the Confederates. The troops on the Macſe, 
the field, in Brabant, and Flanders, being ordered to march 
vous, the generals arrived there the 18th, and 


began their march the 20th, towards the _ 
. TA 


towards Tournay, where they were to rendez- 


Book VII. Joann Duke of Marlborough. 
lines, which they paſſed the 21ſt, without any op- 
poſition. But of this ſucceſs, and the taking and 
retaking the poſt of Mortaigne, which preceded 
it, we have the following particulars, contained in 
ſeveral letters written to the States-General. 


According to a project concerted with Lieuten- — 4 2 . 
ant-General Cadogan, the Earl of Albemarle * as 


made the neceſſary diſpoſitions to attack Mortaigne ats Mor- 
with 6 veſſels, 6 pieces of cannon, and 300 men. taigne. 


The attack was made the 14th at break of day, 
with ſo much ſucceſs, that the enemy thought it 
neceſſary to ſurrender, after a ſmall reſiſtance; and 
a captain, 4 ſubalterns, 5 ſerjeants, and 65 pri- 
vate men, were taken priſoners. His Lordſhip 
left therein Captain Houze, with his free com- 
pany, and 20 other men to ſecure the caſtle, and 
poſted 15 men in the town-houle, and 10 in the 
redoubt : but the enemies, by means of the 
galliots they had at Conde, on which they had 
planted 7 or 8 pieces of cannon, attacked that 
polt again the 15th, by favour of a great detach- 
ment of infantry, and took it after three hours 
reſiſtance, making the garriſon, conſiſting of 50 
men, priſoners. They held it, however, but a 
ſhort time; for on the 18th, with a detachment 
of 600 men of the garriſon of Tournay, and ſome 
veſſels and cannon, Mortaigne was re- taken, not- 
withſtanding the enemy was aſſiſted in their de · 
fence by 12 or 15 galliots. The garriſon con- 
ſiſted of 4 captains, 6 Lieutenants, ſeveral ſer- 


jeants, and 200 grenadiers, who were all taken 
priſoners. 


The Duke of Marlborough having taken the The enemies 
field, and conferred with Count Tilly and Prince ines paſſed: 


Eugene, and the deputy Claerbergen, it was re- 

folved that all the troops ſhould take with them 

bread and forage till the 23d. They actord- 
mply provided themſelves the 2oth, andmade the 

other neceſſary diſpoſitions for marching towards 

the canal, between Doway and Liſle, in order to 
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The HISTORY of Book VII. 
pals it, and get into the enemy's lines. And 
the next morning, about ſix, the Prince of Wir- 
temberg and Lieutenant -General Cadogan, with 
15 battalions, and ſome horſe, got into the lines 
at Pont a Vendin. The few troops they had 
there, for the defence of that poſt, retired with - 
out firing a gun, and about 3o battalions, with 


ſome ſquadrons poſted near Lens and Bethune, 


made likewiſe their retreat, partly towards Arras, 
and partly towards Doway, Here the right wing 
got thro”, and the left at the fame time paſſed at 
Counerre. - 

The army encamped that night in the plain of 
Lens, and the 22d marched again very early to 


diſlodge the French, who were aſſembling their 


troops near Vitry behind the Scarpe, to diſpute 
the paſlage · of that river. In order thereto, the 
Marſhal d' Artagnan had got together as many 
troops as he could, and thoſe under the Cheva- 
lier de Luxembourg joined them the {ame night, 
But notwithſtanding they made a pretty conſider- 
able body, and that their poſt was very advan- 
tageous, they retired with ſo great precipitation 
upon the approach of the Allies, that they left 
part of their tents and baggage behind them. 


| Bridges being then laid over che Scarpe, the Prince 


Paſſige of 


the Scarp. 


of Heſſe · Caſſel was detached with 12 ſquadrons 
to fall on the rear of the enemy, who retired ſo 
faſt, that his Highneſs overtook only ſome few of 
thera, and made them priſoners. The army un- 
der the Duke of Marlborough paſted the Scarpe 
the ſame night, encamping the right near Vitry 
en that river, and the left at Gouy. Prince Eu- 
gene, with his diviſion, remained on the other fide 
of the Scarpe to inveſt Doway, the fiege whereof 
had been reſolved upon. That place indeed was 


ol great importavee for the further proſecution of 


their Highneſſes deſigns, becauſe boats with all 


manner of proviſions might come up thither from 


Ghent, General Cadogan marched therefore 4 
dE 5 23d, 
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23d, to take poſt at Pont a Rais, and other de- 110 
tachments were made to open a communication 
over the Lower Scarpe with Liſle and Tournay. 

The enemy in the mean time quitted St. Amand, 
Marchiende, and the abby of Haſnon below Doway, 

and retired towards Cambray, about which place 

they propoſed to aſſemble their Grand army, 

All things being diſpoſed for beſieging Doway 8 
in the uſual form, both armies made a motion to rg MA 
inveſt the place. The army under Priace Eugene : 
reached from Vitry on the Scarpe to Pont Oby, and 
that under the Duke of Marlborough from the o- 
ther ſide of the Scarpe over- againſt Vitry to Pont a. 

Rais. The 24th was ſpent in laying ſeveral bridges 

below and above Doway, on the Scarpe and the 

canal, and on the 25th they began to work on the 

lines of circumvallation. They continued theſe 
| with great expedition, advanced with the main 
WH army, and took all other meaſures for facilitating 

| their enterpriſe till the 3zoth, when his Grace re- 


ö ceived a good number of faſcines, gabioris, and 
: other proviſions; and the ſame day learned that 
the garriſon of Doway canſiſted of 4 {quadrons of 
t dragoons, and 17 battalions, but that their bat- 


talions were not complete. Some ſluices which the 


: enemy had broke on the Upper Deule, and which 

3 the Duke of Marlborough had ordered to be re- 

0 paired, were now brought into ſuch a condition, 

f as rendered that river navigable as far as Oby, 

- The 1(t of May 800 men were detached from ; 

e Prince Eugene's army to attack the caſtle of Pig- | 

y nonville, near the fort Scarpe, which would have F 

1- annoyed the beſiegers in their approaches; and, # 

le after an hour's reſiſtance, the garriſon, conſiſting I 

of of about 100 men, ſurrendered priſoners of war. 7 
18 In the mean time, the generals cauſed a camp to oe 
of be marked out between Lens and Eſquerchin, to * j 
ll draw up the army, in caſe the enemy made any wo 
m motion that way; for they had nothing to fear on *| 
ne tho other ſide. = 
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The trenches 
open'd, 


The garriſon 
make a ſale 
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The neceffary preparations being made, 40 bat- 
talions were appointed for the ſiege, under the 
Princes of Anhalt-Deſſau and Naſſau-Frieſland, 


both generals of foot, with 4 lieutenant- gene - 


rals under them, 8 major- generals, and 8 bri- 
gadiers; and the 4th, at night, the trenches 
were opened on the North-fide of the Scarpe, 
between the gates of Ocre and Eſquerchin, with 
fo much order, that the enemy did not perceive 
it till about 3 the next morning, when they diſ- 
covered the approaches confiderably advanced, 
and the men already covered. There were.two 
attacks; and 4 battalions, with 3000 workmen, 
were commanded for each. When the enemy 
had ſeen the approaches, they made a terrible fire 
upon the workmen, but to no great purpoſe, for 
only three men were killed. Beſides the 17 bat- 
talions in the town, the French had 3 battalions 
in fort Scarpe: but as they did not expect to be 
ſo ſoon inveſted, a great number of officers were 
abſent from their commands, and the Allies took 
ſeveral of them as they endeavoured to throw 
themſelves into the place. 

On the 7th, about 10 at night, the beſieged, 
to the number of 1000 foot, molt grenadiers, 
and 200 dragoons made a ſalley, under the com- 
mand of the Brigadier Duke de Mortemar, againſt 
the beſiegers left attack; put the workmen into 
diſorder, and levelled ſome paces of their paral- 
lel. Colonel Sutton's regiment, which was the 
firſt that ſupported the workmen, fuffered very 
much: but Major-General Macartney, with the 
other regiments in the trenches, coming up to 
their relief, the enemies were repulſed with a 


conſiderable loſs, and purſued to their counter- 


ſcarp. The action was very hot, and the Engliſh 
had about 300 men killed and wounded, Licu- 
tenant-Colonel Gledhill, of Sutton's regiment, was 
wounded and taken priſoner. Hereupon the en- 


gineers thought fit to order ſome redoubts to be 


C 
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caſt up along the trenches, for the better Reuß 1710 
of them againſt any other ſalley. 5 WIN 

The 1oth all the quarter-maſters were order- 

ed to go and mark the ground appointed for their 
reſpective troops, in cafe the generals Ne ir 
neceſſary, upon the motions of the enemy, 
draw up the army, which then was to take 5 
the whole ground between the marſhes of Aunay 
and the Scarpe. Marſhal Villars arrived about 
this time in the French army, which lay encamp- 
ed in ſeveral bodies near Bethune, Bapaume, Ar- 
ras, Cambray, Landrecy, and behind the river 
Somme. As the camp marked out for the Allies, 
in the. plain of Lens, was very ſtrong, the enemies 
talked of paſſing the Scheld between Bouchain 
and Denain, and coming at them by the plain of 
Oſtrevant, between the Scheld and the Lower 
Schrpe. This made the Duke of Marlborough, 
with the other generals, go to view the country 
between the Lower Scarpe and the rivulet of Sen- 
ſet, which falls into the Scheld at Bouchain, and 
mark out a camp on that ſide, that the army 
might be drawn that way upon the alt mation of 
the enemy. 

It is needleſs to relate all the desen of this 
| ona bloody fiege, which laſted: 52-days 
| from the opening of the trenches; or all the mo- 
| tions of the two armies, which kept ſo near each 
| other, that the officers on both ſides had free con- 
verſation together. The reader need only be in- 
| formed, that as the garriſon of Doway had only 
wo narrow attacks to defend, in which the be- 
liegers were obliged to advance by the way of ſap z © 
and being very numerous, and well provided, they 
made frequent ſallies, in which a great number of 


Metions of 
the armies, 


men were loſt on both ſides; and ſprung ſeverab "Th 
mines, that deſtroyed the works of the befiegers {80 
and that Marſhal Villars, after his arrival in the 
neighbourhood of the town, kept the Duke of 
3 in continual alarm, and ä 
yok on- 
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1710 Confederate army in expectation of a. battle, 
WR Which the Marſhal however had no intention to 
a hazard. I {hall only give one inſtance of the ci - 
vilities that paſſed between the adverſe generals, 
which at the ſame time may ſerve for a ſpecimen 

of M. de Villars's gallant temper. 
; One morning the generals of the French army, 
e _ with about 200 officers, - came to take a view of 
teen the dhe inundation on the Scarpe, between that river 
Prince of and Bouchain; and the Hereditary Prince of 
Heſſe and Heſſe -Caſſel happening to be there, M. de Villars 
Marſpal Fil- ſept to know whether he would give him leave 
lars. to falute him. His Highneſs conſented, . advan- 
ced with ſome officers to meet the Marſhal, and 
told him, that he was very glad to be acquainted 
with him. They exchanged ſeveral compliments; 
and M. de Villars preſented to him the Marſhals 
of Berwick, d' Arco, and Monteſquiou, the Duke 
of Bourbon, and the Chevalier de St. George; 
telling him, in ſhewing the latter, This ir the 
Cheralier de St. George ; and adding; You know 
well enough 1who be is. He invited his Highneſs 
to come to his camp, and honour him with his 
company at dinner; adding, That he would 
% eõοemand his army to their arms, and pals 
« them in review before him. Tbe Prince an- 
ſwered. That he could not accept his compli- 
ment at preſent; but that it might happen up- 

5 1 on another opportunity; concluding, That 

« it only depended on the King to procure that 
« opportunity ſoon. They then parted with 
mutual civilities, the Prince returning to his poſt, 

and the French generals to their camp. 

While the ſiege of Doway was advancing flow- 
ly, ſeveral detachments marched from the camp 
of the Allies to Liſle, pretending they came to ſe- 
cure the paſſage of the Lys, and re-fortify War- 
neton: but it — appeared that their buſineſs was 
to favour an enterpriſe .contrived by the famous 
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they thought themſelves almoſt ſure of putting it 
in execution. That partifan, knowing that the 


8 


31t 


1710 
| — j 


enemy had a very ſmall garrifon in Ypres, re- 1, arten pt 
ſolved to ſurpriſe that place; and the generals on Ypres miſ+ 
having approved his project, 5 or 6000 men were carries. 


ordered to ſecond it. They marched with all 
poſſible ſecrecy, and the partifan, who advanced 
before with ſome of his men, found means to 
get within the barrier: but the centinel, hap» 
pening to know him perſonally, pulled up the 
draw-bridge, gave the alarm, and ( the gar- 
riſon coming on) Baptiſte was taken with ſome 
of his men, and ſome others were killed. The 
troops which were advanced near the barner, to 
ſuſtain that enterprize, ſeeing the deſign diſco- 
vered, retired. , | | 

On june 25, at 2 in the afternoon, the garri- 
fon of Do way beat a parley, and offered to capi- 


« 


The garriſons 
of Doway and 


late for the town only, without including Fort Fort Scarpe 
Scarpe: but this being refuſed, they ſent hoſtages capity/ated. 


to both attacks, and received others from the 
Princes of Anhalt and Naſſau. The French ho- 
ſtages were conducted to the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough's quarters, where they were again told, 
that no capitulation could be granted to the town, 
without including Fort Scarpe; and orders were 
given to the troops in the trenches to hold them- 
{elves in a readineſs to renew the hoſtilities. But 
the 26th in the morning, M. Albergotti, who 
commanded in the fort, ſignified that he was wil- 
ling to ſarrender it at the fame time as the town, 
but that it not being attacked, he expected to re- 
move all the proviſions and ammunition that were 
in it. This demand occiſioned a conference in 
Prince Eugene's quarters; where, at laſt, the 
capitulation for the town and Fort Scarpe was a- 
greed upon and ſigned. The ſubſtance of the 
principal articles was, that the Romiſh religion 
ſhould continue there without alteration: that the 
gate of Morel ſhould be delivercd up the oy 
| an 
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that all officers; military and civil, ſhould have 
the uſual tokens of honqur, '6,cannon and 2 mor- 
tars, and 2 days proviſions, . to Cambray. 

In purſuance of theſe and other — the 
gate of Morel and the outworks of Fort Scarpe 
were delivered up to the Allies, and commiſſa- 
ries were appointed to take poſſeſſion of the ma- 
gazines, and view the mines, which were diſco- 
vered. by the garriſon. M. Albergotti, having 
dined the 257th with the Prince of Naſſau, and 
the 28th with the Duke of Marlborough, march- 
ed out the 29th at the head of his garriſon, and 
ſaluted the princes and other generals of the Allies; 
and having marched to ſome diſtance, came back 
and continued with them till all his troops were 
filed off. Then five Dutch battalions and one 


Saxon, marched into the place, of which Lieu- 


-: tehant-General Hompeſch took poſſeſſion as Go- 


vernor; as did Brigadier des Roques, Engineer- 


General of the States, of Fort Scarpe, The ge- 
nerals went afterwards to-viſit the place, and or- 
ders, were given to level the works, and repair 
the breaches with all poſſible ſpeed, They found 
in the place go, pieces of braſs cannon, 200 of 
won, 8 mortars, with ammunition and ſmall arms; 
8 perceived that proviſions had begun to grow 
ort. 

On the zoth, when the Duke of Marlborough 
went into the town to view it, he was met and 
complimented by the univerſity in a body; and 
M. Adrian Delcourt, Provoſt of St. Peter, and 
chancellor of that learned body, made to him 
* Win Porch: 
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1 e come to atlure or our wy 
* moft humble reſpects, ac of the inviolable Speech of the 
os: fidelity we ſhall have towards our new ſove- Chancellor of 
„ reign. Tis with much joy and juſtice that we *he univerſity 
« pay you our devoirs. We cannot ſufficiently V Doug to 
* reſpect a Sovereign Prince of the Empire, a ” _ 1 
« Dake, a Generaliſſimo of the armies of Great- 2? 
“Britain, a Hero whoſe victories and conqueſts | 
* have amazed the world, Germany and the W: 

Netherlands are, my Lord, eye-witneſſes of * 
your heroic actions. You have beaten your þ 
| enemies at Hockitedt, Ramilhes, Oudenarde 4 
«« and Blaregnies: you have forced lines in Ger- 1 
* many which ſeemed impenetrable, and in Bra» 
* bant you have broken into others by a ſingular 
* conduct, in fight of a powerful army, which 
| you put into confuſion : you have conquered the 
| country of Liege, the Spaniſh Gelderland, Bra- | 
| * bant, Flanders, and part of Hamault : You go Fil 
« from conqueſt to conqueſt, and the leaſt ſtep W 4 
% you advance further, you ſubdue a whole 
„ kingdom. We do not compare you, my Lord, 
« with Heroes of antiquity, whoſe great actions 
« were ſullied with all manner of vices: you are 
| „ a Hero, wiſe, moderate, juſt, gracious, gene- 14 
| & rous, and equally averſe to cruelty and de- 1 
© bauchery, No wonder then that the Emperor 8 
| * has made you a Prince of the empire; that the 
| Queen of Great-Britain has conferred the high- 
* eſt honours and multiplied favours upon you ; | 
| that her parliaments have given you all poſſible _ 
* proofs. of eſteem and affection, and that the | 1 
* French themſelves have on a thouſand occaſions = 
«* proclaimed your praiſes, We ſhould never have g 
* done, my Lord, ſhould we enter into a more 
particular ſurvey of all your heroic actions and 
your admirable qualities; but we muſt con- 
* {ider that we ought not to detain too long a 
© Prince whoſe moments are ſo precious, Give 
; Ee * 
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« us leave only to deſire the protection of your 
„ highneſs for our univerſity, which ſtands in 


= great need of it. We might, in a revolution, 


e be expoſed to ſome ſtorm inconſiſtent with that 
% peace and tranquillity which are ſo neceſſary 
* to make the ſciences flouriſh ; but we ſhall have 
1 no cauſe to entertain any fear, if you are plea- 
« ſed to grant us the favour we moſt humbly aſk, 
« We ſhall be infinitely obliged to you, my 
6 Lord,, for it, and ſhall offer up our prayers to 
% God for the Queen of Great-Britain, your 
« Highneſs, and the happy ſucceſs of all your 
« enterpriſes. 

A great convoy of bread and other proviſions 
being come to the camp from Tournay, and the 
ſeveral detachments that were poſted on the road, 
for the ſecurity of a communication during the 
ſiege, having joined the other forces, the two 
armies marched the 1oth of june. They were 
obliged to halt the next day at Vimy, for the 
coming- up of their baggage and the bread-wag- 
gons, which had been retarded in their march by 
the badneſs of the roads; but were fo well ſe⸗ 
cured by a rear-· guard of 30 ſquadrons, that the 
enemy, tho' they had made ſeveral bridges over 
the Scarpe, did not think fit to attempt any thing 
upon them. The next day the armies encamped 
at Villars Brulin, extending from the right upon 
the ſource of the Laye to the left upon the river 
of Lens, with the Scarpe before them, where their 
ſituation was ſuch, that parties were at liberty to 
- make incurſions into the enemy's country frem 
the Bqulonnois to Picardy. In the mean time 
Marſhal Villars, being joined likewiſe by ſeveral 
detachments, and having drawn out the garriſons 
of Conde, Queſnoy, Valenciennes, and Cambray, 
made a movement with his army, and encamped 
behind the new lines, from Arras along the Crin- 
chon towards Miramont. ö by 
| c 
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The Princes of Savoy and Marlborough, ſceing 
the impoſhbility to attack the French with any 
good hopes of ſrccels, or to inveſt Arras, thought 
fit to beſiege Bethune, and for that purpoſe de- 
tached the 15th of July 25 battalions, and 18 


ſquadrons, which inveſted that place the fame day. zethune in- 
There were two attacks, one commanded by Ge- veſted. 


neral Schulemburg, and the other by the Baron de 
Fagel, and the cavalry under them was command- 
ed by Lieutenant-General Wood. The neceſſary 
preparations being made for that ſiege, the tren- 
ches were opened the 23d at night, and the works 
conſiderably advanced without any loſs. The 
24th the garriſon made a vigorous fally, which 
occaſioned a ſharp diſpate, in which about 100 
men on each fide were killed, and a great many 
wounded, The artillery being arrived, they be- 
gan to fire in the beginning of Auguſt, by which 
time the Allies had found means to drain an in- 
en which covered the weakeſt part of the 
—_ 


The French had ſo politively given out, that 4 battle ex- 
they would fight the Allies, if they undertook pected. 


another ſiege, that on the 31ſt of july, when 
their army marched out of their entrenchments, 
it was believed M. de Villars would attack the con- 
federate armies, who lying in a camp, without 
any entrenchments, gave him a fair opportunity. 
The Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene 
thereupon drew up the forces in order of battle, 
and recalled the Prince of Heſſe-Cafſel, who was 
poſted with a ſtrong detachment between Lens and 
La Baſſe, to ſecure the convoys from Lifle and 
Tournay: But on the 1ſt of Auguſt, when the 
Duke of Marlborough advanced with a detachment 
to obſerve the French army, he found, that, in- 
ſtead of preparing to fight, they were caſting up a 


new line and entrenchments from the river Ugy, 


chat falls into the Scarpe about Arras, to the ſource 
of the river Cance; which gave him an undeniable 
* Ee 2 proof, 


Bethune ca 
filulates, 


Tie French 
repulſed in 
att icting P. 
Eugene 


Poragers, 
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proof, that they had no deſign to diſturb. the ſiege 
of Bethune, That place was very ſtrong, however, 
by art and nature, and M. du Puy Vauban, ne- 
phew to the famous engineer of that name, be- 
mg governor of it, every body expected a brave 
defence. | 
In effect, the ſiege was pretty long, and the 
defence, obſtinate : But at laſt, Meſſieurs Schu- 
lemburg and Fagel having carried on their attacks 
With all poſkble vigour, and taken ſword in hand 
the counterſcarp, M. du Puy Vauban beat a parley 
the 28th of Auguſt, and deſired to capitulate. 
The hoſtages being exchanged, an officer was 
ſent to the. grand army, to inform the Princes 
of Savoy and Marlborough. Their highneſſes went 
to the camp of the beliegers the next morning, 
when the articles were ſigned, and a gate delive- 
red up to the Allies the fame day. The z iſt the 
U marched out with all the marks of ho- 
nour, to the number of 1700 men, having loſt 
ncar 2000 in the defence of the touvn. In the 
room of theſe-the- Allies put 3 battalions, under 
the command of Major-General Keppel. It was 
very obſervable that M. de Villars offered to give 
the Allies no diſturbance during this whole ſiege, 
but was contented to keep himſelf behind his lines. 
Ihe right wing of Prince Eugene's army going 
out one morning to forage, in the front towards 
St. Pol, under a guard of 500. horſe, and 1000 
Daniſh-and Heſſian foot; Marſhal Villars, having 
notice of it the night before, detached, 30 ſqua- 
drons under the Count de Broglio to attack the fo- 
ragers, and followed in perſon to be an eye - wit- 
neſs of that action. That general being arrived 
on the mount of St. Pol, ordered the foragers to, 
be attacked on that fide by 4 ſquadrons of Cara- 
bineers, while ſome other ſquadrons were: ad- 
vancing to attack them another way. They fell 
upon 3 of the Imperia ſquadrons, which gave 


vay z hut the foragers, joining with their e 
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heat the enemy back. with, great ſlaughter: and, 
as they retired by the villages of Gouy and Ternois, 
the Daniſh.and Heſſian infantry poſted there made 
ſuch a fire upon them that many, were killed. M. 
de Villars advanced in perſon, and, having in a 
manner ſurrounded that poſt, ſummoned the in 
fantry to ſurrender, and, upon their refuſal, or- 
dered part of his horſe to diſmount to attack 
them; But the French were ſo warmly received, 
that they retired in diſorder; and in the mean 


time the piquet guard of the army advancing, and 


Prince Eugene marching with part of his cavalry, 
M. de Villars thought fit to retire with precipitation, 
leſt this ſhould. occaſion a general action, having 
loſt a great many men, beſides a colonel, and 20 o- 
ther officers, with 300 private men made priſoners, 
and 150 horſes. The Allies loſt on their ſide the 
major of Merci's regiment, 2 captains of Huſſars, 
and ſome few private men. made priſoners. Next 


morning the Huſſars brought in 235 horſes and 


mules, beſides a great number of oxen, which 
they took near the enemies camp. 

The Princes of Savoy and Marlborough, being 
willing to make a good uſe of the remaining part 
of the fair ſeaſon, reſolved to beſiege Aire and: 
St. Venant at the ſame time. Accordingly on 
the ad of September the two armies marched 
from their reſpective camps of Villars.Buxlin and 
Rebreuvre, and the 3d a detachment as made to- 
ſecure ſeveral poſts about Aire, which took in the 
caſtle of Iſbergue a captain, a lieutenant, and 
70 private men priſoners; beſides a captain and 
30 grenadiers in the village of Lambre. The 
4th a detachment of 2000 horſe and 6 battalions; 
marched. from. the camp to make bridges over 


up Aire on that. fide, while. the armies marched. 

nearer that place. The troops Which had been 

employed in the ſiege of Bethune joined them in 

0 | Ee 3 theic. 
See the journal of the army. 


Aire and. St. 


0 8 . Venant invefy- 
the Lys at. St. Quintin, paſs that river, and block eq. : 


E 
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1710 tkeir march, and thoſe deſigned for the ſieges of 
Aire and St. Venant, marched the 5th, and the 
6th inveſted thoſe places. There were 40 bat- 
talions employed in the ſiege of Aire, under the 
command of the Prince of Anhalt; and 20 bat- 
talions in that of St. Venant under the Prince of 
Naſſau Frieſland, The horfe in thoſe two ſièges 
conſiſted of 46 ſquadrons, commanded by the 
Earl of Albemarle. The heavy artillery and'am- 
munition were brought up the Lys to Mirville 
near St. Venant, and a good guard of horſe and 
foot was appointed for the ſecurity of the boats. 
The quarter - maſters alſo marked out a field of 
battle for the armies, in caſe the French made any 
motion to rekeve Aire. 7 

The trenches were opened before Aire the 1 2th, 
at two attacks, one on the ſide of St. Quintin, 
and the other on the ſide of the village of Lam- 
bre, which were both carried on with a great deal 
of ſuccefs, notwithſtanding the difficulty of the 
ground, ard the defence of the garriſon, The 
approaches of St. Venant being very difficult, they 
could not break ground before that place till the 
rorh ; but the attack was carried on with fo 
much vigour, that on the 29th the garriſon beat 
It. Venant a parlcy, and the next day delivered up a gate. 
ca git. daten. They marched out with arms and baggage, and 
other marks of honour, but no cannon, and were 
conducted to Arras. Ihe Sieur Bruyn, one of the 
engineers of the States, who had the direction of 

the ſiege, was made governor of the place. 
A convey. of ASthe Allies were obliged to get theirproviſions 
the Aliics and ammunition from Lifle, Tournay, and Ghent, 
farprijed, the enemy refotved'to ſurpriſe à convoy of ſeveral 
4 boats coming up the Lys from the laſt place, with 
a guard of 1200 men, who were to be re-inforced 
by another detachment. Accordingly M. Ravig- 
nan, with 4000 men from Ypres, attacked them 
the 19th of September at St, Eloy Vive, rot far 
from Ccurtray; beat the guard, killed about 200 
— men, 
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men} took 600 priſoners, blew up ſome boats 
laden with ammunition, funk ſome others laden 
with cannon ball and 'bomb-ſhells, to interrupt 
the navigation of the Lys, and then retired with 
ſo much diligence and precaution, that a detach- 

ment of the Allies, which was ſent to cut off his 
retreat, could not effect it. The priſoners, being 
exchanged, were ſent back from Ypres to their re- 
ſpective regiments : and; to prevent the like at- 
tempt for the future, 22 ſquadrons and 9 battali- 


ons marched to encamp at St. Eloy Vive; and the 
country people were ſummoned to weigh up the 


boats laden with bomb-ſhells and balls, and clear 


the paſſage of the Lys. Another detachment of 


1500 horfe and 1000 foot marched to Wumeton, 
to ſecure the convoys from Lifle, 

This ſiege was carried on with ſome ſucceſs 5 
and the beſiegers attacking a redoubt on the 
right, they-took it with little reſiſtance and loſs.” 
The enemy ſent a body of troops to ſuſtain it, 


and a great many officers, who were then at din- 


ner with M, Goesbriant governor of that place, 
came out with them as yoluntiers : but as they 
paſſed under the beſiegers batteries and parallels, 
the greateſt part of them were either killed or 
wounded, and a Colonel of dragoons taken 

foner. Some nights after, the enemy ſallied out 
with 400 fulileers and 200 workmen ; but were 
repulſed with the loſs of 30 men killed” on the. 
ſpot, and did no manner of damage. The fame © 
day there happened a vigorous ſkirmiſh near the 


The French 


worſted in 


-" 1 


village of Rebeck, on the banks of the Lys. The 


enemy advanced with 1000 horſe, to beat up the 
quarters of the Confederate general- officers on 
the right, and were ſo warmly received by the 
guard that covered them, that the piquet having 
had time to come up to their aſſiſtance, 450 of 
them were killed on the ſpot, and 12 officers, 
with 220 troopers, all mounted, taken priſoners. 
The Allies took, beſides, 300 horſes, without 4 
Omer 


r 
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uu —.— lals on their lide than of 40 men killed or 
ex 153 the 26th, the n de Luxemburgde- 
Fort Scarpe {ignedito-ſurpriſe Fort Scarpe, and in order there- 
fruſtrated. to marched from Bauchain with a ſtrong detach- 
ment to. Pont a Rache, ſent 100 men in the night 
into the wood of Belle fonties, near the fort, and 
had two waggons loaded with hay, in which were 
hid ſome grenadiers. Theſe waggons were driven 
by ſome other ſoldiers diſguiſed as boors, who, 
were to ſeize the barrier, and, upon a ſignal, to be 
ſupported. by the others, and then by M. de Lu- 
xemburg himſelf. But Major- General Ammama 
coming at the ſame time to viſit General Hom- 
peſch, (who, having ſome ſuſpicion of the deſign 
of the enemy, was gone into the fort to give the 
neceſſary orders for its ſecurity) left his guard 
without the barrier. Theſe men walking their 
horſes, and following the waggons by meer chance, 
the enemy believed they were diſcovered, and ſo 
ran away, leaving the captain and one of their 
men priſoners, 
The ſiege of Aite continued much longer than 
had. been expected; the badneſs of the weather, 
the ſituation of the place, and the advanced ſea- 
ſon of the year, all contributing to retard the 
progreſs of it. The only way the beſiegers had 
to advance, was by the ſap and bridges; and theſe 
were every day liable to be ruined by fallies-from- - 
the garriſon. At laſt, on the 8th of November, 
when the ſaps were all joined, and the bridges to 
Aire capitu- — in the haſtion and curtain on the ſide 
lates. of: Lambre were almoſt fipiſhed, the beſiegers 
were prevented from proceeding to a ſtorm by the 
yernor's beating the chamade between five and 
. in the evening, and deſiring to capitulate. The 
hoſtages were exchanged about ten, and conſiſted 
on each ſide of a Brigadier, a Colonel, a Lieute · 
nant - Colonel and a Major. Theſe of the French 


came to. the Duke of Marlboropgh's ances 


where: 
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where the capitulation as ſigned the ꝙth in the —_— ' 


evening, by which the town and the fort St. 
Francis were delivered up to the Allies, and a 
ate of cach was put into their poſſeſhan the 
| cn night, The ſubſtance of the articles was, 
* That the gate of Arras ſhould immediately, 
« upon. ſigning the articles, be delivered up to. 
the Allies: that all acts of hoſtility ſhould. 7 
* ceaſe, and care be taken to prevent any diſ- 
« orders from the officers or ſoldiers on the one 
« fide or the other: that the garriſon ſhould: 
« march out the 11th, with the uſual marks of 
te honour, and be conducted to St. Omer: that 
« ſo many as deſired it ſhould have three months, 
« time allowed them to remain in the city, and 
« diſpoſe of their effects: that, the fick and 
* wounded ſhould, remain in the town till their 
recovery: that deſerters, ſhould be delivered, - 
up, and priſoners exchanged: and that a fath-, 
ful difcoyery ſhould be made of all the mines, 
« and the keys of the magazines ſhould be de- 
e livered up to the Allies.“ 1 
The garriſon, upon the ſollicitation of the I delivered 
governor, obtained a day more than was agreed . 
to by the capitulation, to provide carriages and 
other neceſſaries. The whole body conkiſied of. 
15 battalions of foot, and 3 ſquadrons of dra-, 
goons, amounting to no more than, 3628 men; 
$7 their numbers having been much diminiſhed; by 
| the loſſes, they ſuſtained during the ſiege; and 
: there being. beſides thoſe that were 1 ons 
N 1509 wounded left behind, As ſoon as the ene- 
| my had evacuated. the town,the Count de Naſlay, 
Woudenbourg, who had been nominated: the 
governor, marched in with battalions, appoint- 
ed for the winter garriſon, and detachments w 
immediately ordered. to clear the breaches, 
work upon ſuch other reparations. as w | 
neceſſary. As ſoon as the troops that had been 
employed in levelling the approaches, — 
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1710 ed their works, the diſpoſitions were made for 
dee winter quarters. | 

The Generals The Duke of Marlborough and Prince Eugene 
repair to their arrived at the Hague the 28th of November, and 
reſpeftive the next day were ſeparately complimented by all 
_ the foreign miniſters and other perſons of note, 
Theſe compliments being over, their Highneſſes, 
with the Count de Zinzendorf and the Lord 
Townſend, had ſeveral conferences with the de- 
puties of the States · General, to concert the num- 
ber of forces to be ſent to the aſſiſtance of King 
Charles, and the time of their departure. Prince 
Eugene then ſet out for Vienna, and the Duke of 
Marlborough for England, where he arrived the 

28th of December. ; 
The Duke of Rut, notwithſtanding-that his Grace had been 


— highly complimented abroad, he found, at his re- 


home. turn, nothing but ill-fortune at home. There 
had been an entire change in the Britiſn miniſtry, 

— the motives and manner of which 1 ſhall not re- 
late, as it would be fretting thoſe national ſores 

Wich are yet but too imperfectly healed. The 


conſequences of this alteration, however, were, 
that his * Ducheſs, and other great perſons, 
whoſe friendſhip was very dear to him, were diſ- 
miſſed from their places; that the new elections 
ran againſt his friends; that his Grace was daily 
reproached by examiners, poſt-boys, and other 
publick libels,” for ingratitude, and attempts to 
be a general for fe; and he received orders to 
diſcard ſome general officers for ſpeaking certain 
raſh words, taken to be too partial in his cauſe : 
neyertheleſs, he obeyed theſe” orders with all 
imaginable regard, ' Oo 
It was otherwiſe however with the citizens of 
London than with the new courtiers. His Grace 
was uſhered into that city by the joyful acclama- 
tions of ' mukkitudes of the people with lighted 
$4.96 rk 4 2GOO' 3 ICT « Ts flambeaux: 
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flambeaux :. but, as he never courted popularity, 17 10 

he ordered his coachman to drive to Montague- 

Houſe ; from whence, after an hour or two's reſt, 

he went out at a private door, without any at- 

tendants, to St. James's palace, where he unme- Let outward- 

diately waited upon the Queen, who received him Y carefed. 

with all the outward marks of an entire confi- 

dence and ſatisfaction. The great officers of 

State paid him their compliments next morning; 

and, among others, Mr. Harley, the very perſon 

who had the greateſt ſhare in the new favours of 

the court. | RES 
In the mean time, the uncertainty whether the 7«vlick credit 

Duke would be continued in the command caſt / _ — vis 

a great damp upon the publick credit; ſo that 2 

the moſt ſubſtantial citizens wiſhed, that in order 


to remove that doubt, one or both houſes of 


parliament would honour his Grace with their 
thanks: but his friends in the houſe of Lords 
having been already diſappointed in a motion for 
that purpoſe, did not care to attempt it again; 
and thoſe his Grace had among the Commons, 
thinking themſelves too few, declined it till a bet- 


ter opportunity. This made many apprehend, 


that the Duke would gratify his diſguſt, and re- 
ſign his commiſſion, with all his other offices; 
but his Grace, having promiſed the States-Ge- 
neral not to abandon the common cauſe, con- 
certed meaſures as frankly with the new miniſ- 
try as he had done with the old; and ſince his 
Ducheſs had incurred the Queen's diſpleaſure, 
he voluntarily ſurrendered all her places; which = 
was ſo acceptable to her Majeſty, that ſhe re- His commiſſs 
newed his commiſſion, and made a diſpoſition of on renewed. 
the other generals to his entire ſatisfadtion. 

But, before I rcturn again to the Netherlands, 
I mult, according to my cuſtom, take a ſhort re- 
troſpe& of the ſtate of things elſewhere, at the 
end of the laſt campaign. Beſides the great ad- 
vantages obtained by the Duke of Marlborough, 

; | af * 
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1710 the ſucceſs of the arms of the Allies in Spain de · 
A ferves to be particularly conſidered, and the more, 
The cam- becauſe in the beginning of the campaign there 
paignin , Was little cauſe to entertain any hopes on that 
Spain, ſide, thro” the ſuperiority of the enemy in ca- 
valry ; but rather reaſon to fear the loſs of Bala- 
guer, a place of great importance at that time 
to King Charles. The enemy advanced to attack 
it; but the Allies, tho' much inferior in number, 
obliged them to give over that deſign: and ſhort- 
ly after, when they advanced again to attack the 
Allies in their camp near that place, they were 
once. more obliged to retire. Some time after, 
King Charles, having been reinforced with a good 
body of troops from Italy, which in their wa 
diſappointed the exiterprite of the enemy again 
Sardinia, overtook the rear of the French army 
near Almenara, and cauſed their cavalry to be at- 
tacked with ſo much bravery, that, tho' they were 
much ſuperior in number, they retired in con- 
fuſion under Lerida, as did the reſt of their army, 
This advantage was ſoon after followed by the 
memorable battle of Sarragoſſa, whereby the 
Duke of Anjou loſt great part of his army, and 
was forced to retire into Old Caſtile, leaving to 
King Charles the ſeat of the kingdom, Arragon, 
and the other provinces on both ſides the Tagus, 
the moſt fruitful part of Spain; by means of which 
conquelts, the communication of the enemy by 
land with Andaluſia, Murcia, Granada and Va- 
lencia, was cut off, i 
Places ſtill © Notwithſtanding this ſignal ſucceſs, the enemy 
poſſeſſe 1by the vas (till poſſeſſed of ſome Spaniſh places upon the 
FO coaſt of Tuſcany,which have been always thought 
neceſſary for preſerving the communication be- 
+ tween Spain and its dominions in Italy, They 
were ſtill⸗ maſters of Sicily, the Dutchy of Savoy, 
and thecounty of Nice. The Duke of Anjou was 
it poſſeſſion of a great part of Spain itſelf, ſo that 
that kingdom, as it were, was torn in * 
vided. 
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divided. The ſea- ports were (till in the power of 


France, with all the Spaniſh Indies. The Upper 
Rhine, from Huninghen to the Queiſch, Briſac and 
fort Kehl, beſides the city of Straſburgh, juſtly 
eſteemed the bulwark of the empire, were 
ſtill in the hands of Lewis XIV. This was thought 
ſufficient cauſe for continuing the war with new 
vigour : nor did the King of France this Winter 
make any publick propoſals of peace, tho' his mi- 
niſters were dealing underhand with the new mi- 
niſtry of Great Britain. In the mean time, the 
States General received a letter from the Bri- 
tiſn Queen, wherein her Majeſty encouraged 
them to exert their utmoſt efforts for aſſiſting 
the King of Spain, and carrying on the war with 
more vigour than ever; aſſuring them, at the 
ſame time, that nothing ſhould be omitted on 
her part to bring this great work to its conclu- 
ſion. Their High-Mightineſſes gin return, ſig- 
niſied that they were fully gelen 


o follow the De Allies 


example of her Majeſty; but, as it was but rea- e to 
ſonable, that all the members of the grand al- CONLIRUE war. 


lance ſhould do the ſame, they were reſolved to 
write letters to the dyet at Ratiſbon, to the di- 
rectors of the circles, and the Electors and Princes 
of the Empire, to exhort them to take better 
meaſures than in the preceding years, for forming 
an army on the Upper Rhine, and putting it in a 
condition to ſecond the efforts of their Allies. 
Theſe letters were accordingly ſent with all ex- 

pedition. | 
All things were preparing early on both ſides 
for opening- the campaign; but the ſeaſon being 
very backward, the troops did not leave their - 
quarters ſo ſoon as it was intended. Mean time 
the Allies provided large magazines of dry forage, 
and made other diſpoſitions to take the field be- 
fore the French, who on their parts uſed all poſſible. 
application to diſappoint the deſigns of the Al- 
lies. As the Queen was pleaſed, upon the preſſ- 
Ft ing 
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ing inſtances of the States-General, to ſend the 
Duke of Marlborough over to Holland betimes, 
his Grace arrived there the 4th of March, to the 
great ſatisfaction of the States, and all the mi- 
niſters of the Allies, who wanted his preſence and 
council in ſeveral weighty affairs. Accordingly 


he was daily in conference with the deputies of 


Frns the 


ar my. 


the States, to concert: the operations of war: 
and in order to prevent the enemy, and be in 
the field before them, it was reſolved to have 
a great body conſiſting of detachments of all 
the garriſons, cantoned along the Scarpe and 
the canal of Doway. Theſe detachments were 
from time to time reinforced by others; but 
fach care was taken to conceal their number, that 
the enemy could have no account of it. 

* Prince Eugene was detained in Germany 
much Jonger than he expected, (being {topped at 
Nuremberg . advice of the Emperor's death) 
and the time of opening the campaign drawing 
nigh, the Duke of Marlborough, without waitir g 
the arnval of his colleague, took his leave of the 
States, and ſet out for the Hague the 23d of April. 
He embarked the fame day at Streyn-Saas, on 
board a yacht of the States, which conducted him 
to Ghent, where he arrived the 25th,and the next 
day at Tournay, near which place the troops were 
encamped in ſeveral bodies. His Grace having 
held a council of war with the Generals and de- 

ties of the States, it was reſolved that thoſe 
bodies ſnould join and form the army. This was 
done accordingly the 3oth, and the army en- 
camped the right on the Marc and the left on 
the Scarpe, the town of Orchies being in the 
center, where the Duke took his quarters. Upon 
theſe motions the French drew likewiſe together, 
and encamped behind the Senſet, the right to Oiſy, 


and the left to Mouchy le Procuſe, having diverted 
| the 
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the courſe of the Scarpe at Bloche; whereby that 
river fell into the Senſet, and rendered their camp 
altogether inacceſſible on the left and in the 
front, while their flank was covered by the 
Scheld. 

The Duke of Marlborough decamped the iſt 
of May, and the army having paſſed the Scarpe, 
partly at Pont a Rache and partly at Marchienne, 
encamped all along the road from Doway to Va- 
lenciennes, the left to Sommain, and the right to 
Goulezin, But nothing material happened except 
that on the th 3000 French, detached from Va- 
lenciennes and Conde, attacked at Tuns, between 
St. Amand and Mortagne, a convoy of 45 boats, 
laden with hay and oats for the Confederate 
army, which was ſet out from Tournay, under 
a guard of 2 battalions commanded by Brigadier- 
Chambrier. The action was very hot; and, 
notwithſtanding the vigorous reſiſtance of the 
guard, the enemy burnt 12 boats: but the gar- 
riſon of St, Amand coming to the aſſiſtance of the 
guard, the French retired, having had about 
100 men killed and wounded ; the loſs. on the 
fide of the Allies being near the ſame. Mean 
while, the Prince of Savoy arrived at Ghent from 
the Hague, whither he came the g th of the lame 
month, 

On the 14th of June the Confederate armies 
decamped, and that under the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, having paſſed the canal of Arleux and the 
Scarpe in light of the enemy, encamped in the 
plain of Lens. Hereupon Marſhal Villars marched 
from his camp behind the Senſet, and encamped 
with his front every where covered by the 
Scarpe, and Arras in the center. The army of 
Prince. Eugene having paſſed the Scarpe below 
Doway marched to Orchies, from wheace the 
Danes, Saxons, and Heſhans rejoined the army of 
the Duke of Marlborough, and the Imperialiſts 
on 5 canliſting of 30 ſquadrons and 12 

Ff 2 battalions, 
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battalions, marched towards Bruſſels, in order to 
proceee. to the Upper Rhine, to reinforce the Im- 
perial army, and put i in a condition to op- 
poſe the French, who had ftrengthened their 
troops on that fide with two detachments from 
the army, of M. de Villars, and ſome other 
troops. 

Reports were now given out by the enemy, 
that M. de Villars would attack the Allies ; and, 


to render them more credible, he aſſembled all his 


Detachments 
of the enemy 
de ſeated. 


ſorces behind his lines, and laid bridges over the 
Scarpe, He made no motion, however, that 
tended to any engagement, but on the contrary 
continued in bis former camp, and fortified his 
lines with ſeveral new redoubts. The 19th, he 
made a detachment of grenadiers, ſuſtained by 
400 huſſars, with a deſign to ſurpriſe a poſt the 
Allies had taken at the convent of Winy : but 
Colonel Chomley of the Britiſh guards, who com- 
manded 300 men there, gave the enemy fo warm 
a reception, that they retired upon the firſt fire, 
teaving a captain of grenadiers and ſeveral other 
men killed on the ſpot, The 22d, a Major, with 
100 dragoons and as many huſſars, advanced to 
the banks of the Scarpe over-againſt the enemy's 
camp, where they had laid ſome bridges for the 
paſſage of their patroles; and, having left the 
greateſt part of his detachment at ſome diſtance 
from the river, advanced with the reſt to ſhew 
themſelves to the enemy, who taking the alarm, 
ſent 300 huſſars to purſue his men. The Major 
retreated ſlowly towards the place where he had 
left his main body, and then charged the enemy 
with ſo much vigour, that they killed 40 of 
them, took 2 captains, a cornet, and 17 othcr 
priſoners. There happened ſeveral other ſkir- 
miſhes during the vicinity of the two armies, in 
which the Allies had generally the advantage, but 
which we think it immaterial to relate, in order 
to paſs to ſomething more important, the getting 
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Book VII. Jon Duke of Marlborough. 
into the lines of the French, which M. de Villars 
called the ne plus ultra of the Allies. 

On the 4th of Auguſt, by break of day, the 
Duke of Marlborough marched from the camp of 
Villars Brulin, with a detachment of 2000 horſe, 
and the greateſt part of the grenadiers, to the 
mill of Givency le Noble, to take a view of the 
lines of the enemy, and the ſituation of their 
camp. The lines appeared very ſtrong and well 
fortified, and guarded by all the troops that M, 
de Villars had been able to draw together upon 
the motion of the Allies that way. His Grace be- 
ing returned to his camp, made the neceſſary diſ- 
poſition to march back towards the Senſet, in or- 
der to get into the enemies lines, which had been 
all along his delign, and the reaſon which obliged 
him to march from Cotte to Villars Brulin, that 
the enemy drawing their forces that way, he 
might have an opportunity to put his project in 
execution, In order thereto General Hompeſch 
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vas ſent to Doway,and was followed by the Lieu- 


tenant-Generals Cadogan and Murray,with orders 
to draw out the troops of that garriſon, and aſ- 
ſemble ſome others, which upoa pretences had 
been detached from Liſle and other parts, making 
in all 23 battalions and 17 ſquadrons. With 
theſe the generals were ordered to march to Ar- 
leux and Baca Bacheul, and poſt themſelves on the 
other ſide of the Senſet, there to continue till the 
army came up to ſuſtain them. This and other 
neceſſary diſpoſitions being made, Brigadier Sut- 
ton marched with the artillery and pontons, 4 bat - 
talions, and 350 horſe, with orders to lay bridges 
on the Scarpe near Vitry, and on the canal of 
Arleux about Goulezin, At 9 in the evening: 
the whole army marched in 8 columns. The 
Duke of Marlborough, with the horſe of the left 
wing, marched before, being followed by the reſt 
of the army with a great deal of alacrity. 
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At 5 the next morning, his Grace paſſed the 
Scarpe at Vitry, where he received advice that 
the detachment under General Hompeſch had re- 
paired. the bridges the enemy had broken down 
about Arleux, fo that he could paſs the Senſet 
without oppoſition, and take poſt about Oiſy. 
Whereupon the Duke ſent orders to the army to 
continue their march with all expedition,advanced 


with his cavalry to Arleux, to ſupport the de- 


tachment, and drew up his troops in order of 
battle on the oppoſite ſide the Senſet, as faſt as 
they paſſed that river. Marfhal Villars, who had 
been informed of this march, advanced with the 
head of his line of horſe, conſiſting of the troops 
of the houſhold, in hopes to hinder the Duke's 
paſſing the Senſet. He appeared in ſight of 
the Allies at 11 o'clock, and paſſed the deſile of 
Marquion with 20 ſquadrons: but the Duke 
of Marlborough marching to attack him with the 
cavalry that he had drawn up, the enemy retired 
through the defile, and encamped behind it, where 
he was joined by the reſt of his forces, and in 
the mean time detached the Chevalier de Luxem- 
burg, with two regiments of dragoons, to throw 
himſelf into Valenciennes, and ſent a brigade of 


foot to Cambray. He left 100 dragoons, and 8 


officers in the caſtle of Oiſy, who ſurrendered 
priſoners of war, Mean time the army came up, 
and, notwithſtanding a march of 10 leagues with- 
out halting, were drawn up in order of battle as 
they arrived, becauſe the enemy gave out that 
they would attack them the next morning. It was 
expected that they would be as good as their 
word; but they poſted themfelves behind the 
moraſs of Inchi, where it was impoſhble to come 
at them; ſo that the Allies continued in the ſame 
poſt, while 6 battalions were detached to ſecure 
the bridges the enemy had abandoned. The ſame 
day advice came, that the enemy were in motion 
to paſs the Scheld at Crevecocur, and poſt = 

ves 
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ſelves between Cambray and Bouchain, to pre- 
vent the ſiege of the latter place: whereupon Ge- 


neral Roſs, the Earl of Athlone, and the Major- 


Generals Groveſtein and St. Laurent, were com- 
manded with 40 ſquadrons to endeavour to fall 
on their rear; but being advanced about half a 
league, they diſcovered the main body of the 
French army, from which they were ſeparated by 
a ſort of moraſs. The Duke of Marlborough then 


held a council of war with the generals of the 
army and the deputies of the States; wherein 


it was propoſed, whether they ſhould attack the 
enemy, or immediately paſs the Scheld. The lat- 
ter was reſolved upon, leſt the enemy, having 
paſſed that river, ſhould hinder the Allies from 


paſſing it between Cambray and Bouchain, and 


conſequently prevent the ſiege. 


Accordingly the army paſſed the Scheld at 


Eſtreun, and General Roſs, with his detachment, 
was left to bring up the rear, and ſecure the ar- 
tillery and light baggage. The 7th, about eight 


in the morning, all the troops were got over Aud the 
without any diſturbance from the enemy, and en- Scheld. 


camped the right to juvy on the Scheld, about 
half way between Bouchain and Cambray, and 
the left to Neufville on the ſame river below 
Bouchain, making a ſort of demi-circle about 
that place. The ſame day the enemy having 
made a motion, Marſhal Villars cauſed a battery 
to be erected on the hills near St. Martin, from 
whence they fired upon the village where the 
Confederate generals of the right wing had their 
quarters, but without any effect. That day 
their right wing continued in ſight of the Allies, 
being parted by the Scheld. Mean while the Allies 


began to lay bridges below Bouchain at Neufville, 


to open a communication with Doway, and other 
places on the Scarpe, from whence they were to 
receive their proviſions and ammunition, and alſo 


for the paſlage of the troops to be employed in 
8 the 
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the ſiege of Bouchain. Next day the Brigadier 
Voorlt, with 1000 horſe, was ſent to meet the 
bread-waggans from Doway ; and, upon advice 
that the enemy had ſent over the Senſet a great 
detachment, to intercept theſe waggons and the 
artillery from Pont a Rache, my Lord Duke paſ- 
ſed the Scheld with the left wing of the horſe, 
and took poſt at the hill of Vignonette, where he 
continued till the convoy was ſafely arrived at 
Neufville. 1 hen the right repaſſed the river at 
that place, and returned to the camp. The gth 
in the morning Lieutenant-General Wood, with 
2000 horſe, was detached to Marchienne to con- 
voy the heavy baggage, which he brought ſafe to 
the camp. The ſame day, the ſiege of Bouchain 
being reſolved upon, 30 battalions and 12 ſqua- 
drons were appointed for that ſervice, under the 
command of General Fagel. 

The 10th, the troops deſigned for the ſiege 
marched to inveſt the place, and General Bulau 
was detached with 40 ſquadrons from the right, 
and paſſed the Scheld at Neufville, to continue 
there till the circumvallation was perfected. My 
Lord Duke went in perſon with that detachment, 
very early in the morning, to view the approaches 
of Bouchain, and ordered the lines of circumval- 
lation to be made, But upon advice, that the 
French army had paſſed the Scheld, as if they 
would attack him, his Grace returned to the camp, 
cauſed the troops to take up arms, and advanced 
towards the enemy, The armies came very 
near; but it was impoſſible to come to any action, 
by reaſon of the difficult hollow-ways and deſiles, 
whereby they were parted, The enemy returned 
in the evening to their:camp, and the Allies to- 
theirs; but for preventing any further alarm, my 
Lord Duke ordered ſeveral lunettes and redoubts 
to be made in the front of his camp, which might 
be joined by lines in caſc of need. 

L (hall 
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I ſhall not enter on a detail of the manner of car- 
rying on a ſiege, in order to relate what paſſed be- 
fore Bouchain, where nothing ww, org peculiar- 
ly remarkable. It is ſufficient to ſay, that on the 
11th of September the beſieged, ſeeing the breaches 
at the two attacks againſt the Upper town were 
very wide, and that all things were preparing for 
a general ſtorm, they thought fit to prevent it by 
a capitulation; and having. beat a parley the next 
day about noon, they ſent hoſtages at all the at- 
tacks, and the Allies ſent others in return. The 
hoſtages for the Upper town were conducted to 
the quarters of General Fagel, where the Duke 
of Marlborough, the deputies of the States, and 
ſeveral other generals repaired; and his Grace 
having held a council, the French hoſtages were 
called in. But when they offered to deliver their 
articles, my Lord Duke told them, © That he 
* would not have them read; and ſince they had 
« waited to the laſt extremity, they had no 


The garriſon 
propoſe condie 
tions, which 
are rejefted, 


other terms to expect, than to be priſoners of 


war;“ ordering them to acquaint their com- 
« mander with it, and ſend back their hoſtages 
if they would not accept this condition,” The 
hoſtages being returned into the town, the go- 
vernor would not ſarrender upon thoſe terms, and 
ſo the hoſtilities began again with ſuch a terrible 
fire, that ſoon after they hung out white flags at 
all the attacks, and beat a parley a ſecond time. 
New hoſtages being exchanged, they propoſed 
to ſurrender priſoners of war, upon condition 
they ſhould march out with all the marks of ho- 
nour, and be conducted into France, where they 
would do no manner of ſervice till they were ex- 
changed, This demand being rejected, the go- 
vernor agreed at laſt to ſurrender upon the terms 
propoſed by the Duke; but this debate taking up 
much time, the Allies were not in poſſeſſion of 
one of the gates till the 13th in the morning. 
The 14th, the garriſon having delivered 24 co- 


lours, 


They furren- 
der priſoners 


of war, 
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jours, and all their arms, marched out, and the 
ſoldiers were conducted to Marchienne, in order 
to be ſent to Holland; but the officers continued 
in Bouchain till fyrther inſtructions. Major-General 
Groveſtein, being appointed governor of the place, 
took poſſeſſion of it with a detachment of troops, 
The garriſon, which conſiſted at firſt of 8 com- 
pleat battalions, 600 Swiſſers, and ſome dragoons, 


. \ loſt a great many men in the defence of the place, 
being reduced to 2 major-generals, 2 brigadiers, 


Encomium on 


tbe — 


1 


8 colonels, 4 lieutenant- colonels, 3 majors, 76 


captains, 83 licutenants, 51 under - licutenants, 
and 27.17 private men. The governor pretend- 
ed, that he was in a condition to defend himſelf 
ſome days longer, but that the ſoldiers, ſeeing 
that Marſhal Villars did not attempt to relieve 
the place, as he had promiſed, forced him to ca- 
pitulate. It was thought ſurpriſing indeed, that 
that general, having a ſuperior army to his Grace, 
ſuffered this important place to be taken under 
his noſe, without making any real efforts to re- 
beve it: but he might have excuſed himſelf upon 
the precautions of the Duke of Marlborough, 
who had taken ſuch meaſures to put this glori- 
ous enterpriſe in execution, that M. de Villars 
foreſaw, that if he offered to attack him, he ſhould 
loſe molt of his army, as well as the town. 
- The ſucceſs of this ſiege, ſo difficult in all its 
circuniſtances, ſo encouraged the Confederate 
troops, that they never expreſſed more eagerneſs 


for action. His Grace's ſtratagem in paſſing the 


_ + © enemies lines without the loſs of a man, his 
- © eutting off the communication of the enemy with 


Bouchain, the manner of his inveſting the town 
with an inferior army, the caſting up lines, mak- 
ing regular forts, raiſing batteries, laying bridges 
over a river, making paſſable a moraſs, and 


mood for the ſecurity of convoys againſt a 


army on one fide, and the numerous 


gina Conde and Valenciennes on the —— 
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ſhewed the unparallel'd conduct of that great 
General; and his forcing a ſtrong garriſon to de- 
liver up ſo important a place, and ſurrender pri- 
ſoners of war, was returning to the purpoſe the 
Ne plus ultra of M. de Villars upon him and his 
100,000 men. That General had formed a pro- 
ject to ſurpriſe Aire, and M. de Goeſbriant march- 
ed with the garriſon of St. Omer, and ſome other 
troops, for that purpoſe; but had the ſame ſuc- 
ceſs as M. Albergotti had much about the ſame 
time upon Doway, which he was likewiſe to ſur- 
priſe: ſo that thoſe two generals miſcarried in 


the deſign they had to regain their former go- 
vernments. | 


The French were ſo mortified at the loſs of he gorriſin 
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Bouchain, that M. de Ravignan, the French go- Bouchain 
vernor of that town, and the other principal of- c in of 


ficers of the garrifon, having repreſented to the 
French court, that the conditions promiſed them 
daring the parley were not made to them, 
and miſting they were only to be deemed priſo- 
ners to be conducted home, and to be accounted 
for in future exchanges ; their repreſentation was 
tranſmitted to the Duke of Marlborough by Mar- 
ſhal Villars. But his Grace, in anſwer to it, re- 
turned him atteſtations ſigned by General Fagel, 
who commanded the ſiege, and Colonel Pagneis, 
one of his hoſtages, who they pretended had 
made them that offer in the name of M. Fagel; 
by which it plainly appeared that their complaint 


the breach of 


articles. 


was altogether groundleſs, and that they never 


had the leaſt encouragement piven tkem fe 


for any other conditions than to be made priſo- 


ners of war. 


It was given out after this ſiege, that the Earl of The Allies 
Albemarle having been diſpatched to the Hague, reſolue to un- 


to communicate to the States the condition of the abe no o- 
ther enter · 


army, and the Duke of Marlborough's opinion 
on the further operations of the campaign, their 
High Mightineſſes were ſenſible, that no other 
ſiege 


2 


priſe. 
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Gege ought to be undertaken, becauſe the eyemy 
had deſtroyed the country about Queſnoy, Valen- 
ciennes, and other places, ſo that the army 
would not be able to ſubſiſt; and beſides, that the 
ſeaſon was fo far ſpent, that people ought not to 
expect a long continuation of fair weather, But 
the truth was ſaid to be, that his Grace had in all 

robability taken Queſnoy the {ame ſummer ; on- 
y the Dutch, being alarmed by ſome propoſals 
of peace made by the French at the Britiſſi court, 
would not conſent to it; ſo that his Grace retur- 
ned to the Hague, where he was received with 
the uſual tokens of joy and gratitude by the States- 
General, and their ſubjects; while in England 
the writer of the Pęſi-Bey was commanded by 
men of no ſmall authority, to re-print what the 
French had before ſaid, that Bouchain was no 
better than a pigeon-houſe, and that it coſt the 
Duke of Marlborough 16,000 men, 

In the mean time the commiſſioners of accounts 
had drawn up a charge againſt him, in order to 
be preſented to the parliament : and though the 
Duke ſet that matter in the trueſt light, by a 
letter which he ſent the commiſſioners -before 
they could make the report, yet they made uſe of 
his letter as a proof of his guilt; and after his 
arrival at St. James's, where he continued a 
while, to all outward appearance, in the good 
graces of the Queen and the new miniſtry, the 
new members, who had the majority in the 
Houſe of Commons, voted, That his Grace's 
* taking ſeveral ſums of money yearly from the 
« contractors for furniſhing the army with bread 
« and bread-waggons, was illegal; and that the 


„ two and a half per cent, deducted from the 


&« foreign troops in Britiſh pay, ought to be ac- 
counted for as publick money.” In anſwer to 
this, bis friends in the Houſe proved, . That the 
& firſt was always the generat's perquiſite : * 

| * the 


Book VII. Jonn Duke of Marlborough. 


the reſt of the Confederates gave the ſame 
rates for bread as the Engliſh ; and that the 
publick received no injury from that perqui- 
lite. They alſo urged, that the two and a 
half per Cent. was not accounted for as pub» 
lick money, becauſe allowed by the conſent of 
the foreign troops : that the ſecret ſervice 
of the army could not be carried on without 
it, becauſe the uſual allowance on that head 
fell ſhore : that by this means 15000 /. per 
Ann, was provided for carrying on that ſervice : 
that his Grace had the Queen's warrant, and 
the conſent of the troops, for ſuch deduction: 
that all the ſums received on that account 
had been employed in ſecret ſervices for the 
army, and that without thoſe ſums the ex- 
pence of ſo many carly and long campaigns, 
great battles and ſieges, could not have been 
carried on; ſo that they thought his Grace 
rather deſerved the thanks of the houſe for 
his good huſbandry, than their cenſure for miſ- 
management, ſince he had not only applied the 


10, ooo J. yearly allowed for the ſervices they 


were intended, but added 15,000 /. a year 


more for intelligence. Nevertheleſs, the Ma- 


jority of the commons ordered the attorney-Ge- 


— to proſecute him for what they called pu- 
blick money, which was done accordingly, ſoon 
after by information in the Exchequer-Court. 


The iſt of January, 1712, his Grace was re- 


moved from all his offices of truſt, tho? he had 
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very lately aſſerted his integrity before the Queen Re 

in che houſe of Peers. Thinking himſelf reflected from tis em- 
on there by a noble Lord, as a perſon that delight-  /oyments, 
ed in war, he ſpoke to this effect, (making a low 
bow to the place where her Majeſty fat) © That 


he referred himſelf to her Majeſty, whether he 
had not conſtantly, while he was plenipoten- 
* tiary, given her * and her council an ac- 

H h count 
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count of all the propoſitions that had been 
made, and had not deſired inſtructions for his 


ce conduct on that — that he could declare, 


with a good conſcience, in the preſence of 
her Majeſty, and that illuſtrious aſſembly, 
and of God himſelf, who was inſinitely ſupe- 
rior to all the powers of the earth, and before 
whom, by the ordinary courſe of nature, he 
ſhould ſoon appear to render an account of his 
actions, that he ever was deſirous of a ſafe, 
honourable, and laſting peace; and that he was 
always very far from prolonging the war for 
his own private advantage, as ſeveral libels 
and diſcourſes had moſt falſly inſinuated: that 
his great age, and the many fatigues of war, 
made him ardently wiſh for the power to enjoy 
a quiet repoſe, in order for him to think of 
eternity. As for other matters, he had not the 
leaſt inducement, on any account whatſoever, 
to deſire the continuance of the war for his 
own particular intereſt, ſince his ſervices had 
been ſo generouſly rewarded, both by her Ma- 
jeſty and her parliament ; but that he thought 
himſelf obliged to ſuch an acknowledgment to 
her Majeſty and his country : that he was al- 


ways ready to ſerve them (whenever his duty 


ſhould require) to obtain an honourable and 
laſting peace ; yet that he could by no means 
give into the meaſures that had been taken to 
enter into a negotiation of peace with France, 
upon the foot of ſome pretended preliminaries 
that were then handed about; ſince his opinion 
was the ſame with that of moſt of the Allies, 
that the leaving Spain and the Weſt-Indies to 
the houſe of Bourbon, would be the entire ruin 
of Europe ; which he had, with all fidelity and 
humility, declared to her Majeſty, when he 
had the honour to wait upon her, a little after 


Hows- 
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However, his Grace acquieſced under his diſ- 1512 
miſſion with all poſſible reſignation; but it quite 
ſunk the ſpirit that had before animated the grand is diſmiſſion 

alliance: and it is too glaring to be denied, how hurts the 
the French, who dared not to look him in the grand alli- 
face, took courage in his abſence, and by cun- e. 

ning and treachery recovered the conqueſts which 
his Grace had made the two laſt campaigns by 
his valour and experience. 

In the mean time, all arts were uſed to render 
his Grace obnoxious at home, and to involve him 
in any thing that looked like a deſign againſt the 
government: and in particular the examiner, 
with impunity, if not with encouragement, ſug- 

geſted, that his Grace deputed the Lord Mohun 
to be the general bully of the faction; and it was 
falſly whiſpered, that he was privy to the chal- 
lenge ſent to the Duke of Hamilton, All which 
ungenerous, unchriſtian treatment, made him re- 
ſolve upon a voluntary exile from his native 
country: for which having obtained a paſs, and 
' conveyed molt of his real eſtate to his four ſons- 
in- lw, he ſet out for Dover on the 24th of No- 
vember, and ſtaying for the wind, at the houſe 
of his friend Sir Henry Furneſe, he embarked the 
2 for Oſtend, in the North- Britain pacquet- 
boat. 
When his Grace landed at Oſtend, he was ſa- Goes abroad. 
lated by a general diſcharge of the cannon from 
the town, forts and ſhipping, and received by 
General Cadogan and the governor of the place, 
who conducted him to a noble dinner at captain 
Brown's, through a vaſt, concourſe of people, and 
the garriſon under arms. He ſupped with the go- 
vernor, lay at the burgomaſter's houſe, and, tho” 
he deſired no honours ſhould be paid him, yet 
when he ſet out for Antwerp, he was honoured - 
with another tripple diſcharge of all the artillery 
of the ramparts, and the ſhipping in the har- 
bour, He was met without the gates of Antwerp 
932 H h a2 by 
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by the governor of the citadel, who in the Em- 
peror's name offered him all the ceremonies ge- 


His reception nerally paid to crowned heads: but his Grace 


at Antwerp 
and Mae 


richt. 


deſired to be excuſed, and would have went i- 


cognito to his lodgings. He was introduced how- 


ever with the noiſe of the cannon, and the accla- 


mations of the people. The governor made 2 


handſome collation for his Grace, and then the 
Duke haſtened to Maeſtricht by the molt private 


roads, without entring into the towns, that had 


made preparation for his reception. But the 
whole country was filled with ſpectators, becauſe 
the governor of Maeſtricht had ſent out parties of 
horſe to he every where in the road from thence 
to Antwerp to attend his Grace, When he ar- 
rived at Maeſtricht, he was ſaluted by the cannon 


from the bulwarks, and by the garriſon drawn 
up under arms, being accompanied into the town 
by the Generals Dopf and Cadogan. He alighted 
at the gavernor's houſe, was honoured with a 
guard under a captain, lieutenant and enſign, 
and complimented by the magiſtrates in a full 
body. He went out of town under a diſcharge 
of all the artillery, the garriſon being drawn our, 


and was attended by the Generals Dopf and Ca- 
dogan, till he was out of the territories of the 
States- General. Then he came to Aix- la-Chapelle, 


where the peaſants flocked to ſee him; and his 


levee was crowded with all the perſons of quality 
in the town, who were unanimous in their reſpects 
to his great merit. In particular the French Mar- 
quis de Leſdigueres declared publickly, © That 
he had now ſeen the man who was equal to the 
« Marſhal de Turenne in conduct, to the Prince 
“of Conde in courage, and ſuperior to the Mar- 
* quis de Luxemburg in ſucceſs. | 


Le Emperer | The ſame year the Emperor gave him the 
gives him the Lordſhip of Guntzburg, with a great many privi- 


1,»dſnip of 
Guitzburg. 


leges annexed unto it. It is a city in the marqui- 
ſate of Burgaw in Upper Suabia, and lies 1 
3 * 2 14 
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the Danube between Ulm and Auꝑſburg, about r7 


miles from Hockſtedt, and 13 French leagues Ay 


from Mindelheim. It has a caſtle, which is the 
ſeat of the Emperor's governor. 


In 1713 his Grace viſited his principality of Il its ſeveral 


Mindelheim, and ſeveral rowns in Germany, where 
he had great honours, particularly at Frankfort, 
whoſe magiſtrates preſented him with a tun of 
wine. Here he had frequent interviews with his 
victorious brother the Prince Eugene, whom he 
had frequently honoured with his company when 
that Prince was at London. 

It may not be improper here to obſerve, that 


as his Grace had the honour to be ranked among His rant in 
the Princes of the Empire, ſo he was obliged (as the Empire. 


well as the other Princes and States) to furniſh a 
certain quota of men and money for defence of 
the Empire, for what they call a Roman month. 
And the curious may be informed from the Ma- 
tricula of the Empire, or repartition of the States 
and cities, according to the conſtitution of Charles 
V, that the quota of the Prince of Mindelheim is 
3 horſe, 10 foot, and 76 florins, When this 
Prince takes his place in the college, he ſits next 
to the Duke of Schwartzenburg, and before the 
Counts of Suabia, Wetteravia, Franconia, and 
Weſtphalia. 


His Grace returned to England in 1714, and His return % 


Do England, re- 
accidentally landed at ver the yer day Deen e 


Anne died, who, i it was thought, had an intention 
to take him again into favour. King George c 

reſtored him to all his dignities, and in the office 
of captain-general he was very inſtrumental, by 
his orders, in ſuppreſſing the rebellion in the 
north, His Grace, however, never appeared af- 


terwards at the head of an army, but in a ſhort | 


time retired from all buſineſs, and ſpent the re- 
mainder of his days at Blenheim-Houſe, or ſome 
other of his country-ſcats. At Windſor- lodge, 
one of thoſe ſcats, he breathed his laſt, on the 

H h 3 16th 
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b 1722, in the 73d year of his age, 
and was aftexwards moſt pompouſly buried, at his 
Majeſty's expence, in Weſtminſter-Abbey, on the 
gth day of Auguſt, 

It is a difficult taſk to draw the character of a 
man of whom prejudice has ſtill much to ſay, nor 
can any thing be added to. what may be every 
day heard from the mouths either of his friends 
or enemies. But ſo many indiſputable great qua- 


lies were conſpicuous in the D. of Marlborough, 
that all agree he was one of the firſt men of the 


age. In perſon he was tall and handſome, of a 
noble and ; He appearance, with a very oblig- 


ing addreſs. He had a wonderful preſence of 


mind, ſo as hardly ever to be diſcompoſed. Bred 
up in a court, he knew the art of living in it be- 


vyond any man. He had no great literature, but 


was bleſſed with a very clear head, a penetration 
that ſcarce any thing could eſcape, and a ſolid and 
ſound judgment. As he ſeldom failed of ſucceſs in 
any thing he undertook, ſo he was never daunted 
for want of it whenever diſappointed. Equally 
able both to contrive and execute, he was always 
an oyer-match to the Generals that were ſent 
againſt him. Laborious and vigilant, he truſted 
nothing to others that became himſelf to perform. 

'The.Duke of Vendome, by much the greateſt 


General France then had, could only boaſt that he 


was but once beaten in two campaigns, and that 
de protracted, but could not raiſe, the ſiege of 


Liſle. This indeed was a great matter, when he 


had to deal with the Duke of Marlborough, whoſe 
march to the Danube, and reduction of Bavaria, 
was his own contrivance, and executed with a 
brayery hardly to be parallel 'd in hiſtory. 

But I have given ſo many ſketchesof our Hero's 
perſon: and mind, in different parts of this work, 
that it would be needleſs to add any farther idea of 
him here, beſides what may be drawn from his im- 
mortal actions, thoſe moſt inconteſtable 1 2 

cks· 
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niſticks of true merit. Nor can theſe be ſummed 1722 
up with greater ſtrength, and at the ſame ume Cy 
ſunplicity, than in the monumestal inſcription 

engraved on the Pillar in Blenheim- Park, and com- 

poſed, as ſome ſay, by a gentleman in the oppo- | 
ſite intereſt, whoſe pen could have no other guide . 
but an impartial love © of truth. | | 


The Monumental Inſcription, Is . 


The caſtle of Blenheim was founded by Q. Anne, 
In the fourth year of her KLE ; 
In the year of the Chriſtian Aera 17105; 
A monument deſigned to perpetuate the memory of the ſignal van 
| Obtain'd over the French and Bavarians, | 
Near the village of Blenheim, 
On the banks of the Danube, 
By John Duke of M arlborough ; 
The Hero not only of his nation, but of his age; 
s Whoſe glory was cqual in the council and in the field; 
Who by wiſdom, juſtice, candor. and addreſs, 
Reconciled various, and even oppoſite intereſts ; | 
Acquired an influence, which no rank, no authority can give. 
Nor any furce but that of ſuperior vir tue; 
Became the fixed important center, , 
Which united in one common cauſe 


© The principal States of Europe; 
Who by military knowledge, and irreſiſtable valour, 
In a long ſeries of uninterrupted triumphs, 
.- .. | Broke the power of France, 
When raiſed the higheſt, when exerted the moſt; 
Reſcued the Empire from deſolation; 
| Aſſerted and confirmed the liberties of Europe. 
Philip a grandſon of the houſe of France, united to the intently, 
directed by the policy, ſupported by the arms of that crown, was 
laced on the throne of Spain. King Wilbam the Third beheld this 
for midable union of two great, and once rival, monarchies. At the 


: end of a life ſpent in defending the liberties of Europe, he ſaw them 
a in their greateſt danger. He provided for their ſecurity, in the moſt 
effectual manner. He took the Duke of Marlborough into his ſer - 
8 vice. 2 
. Am baſſador extraordinary and plenipotentiary 4 
£ To the States-General of the united proviaces. . 
A The Duke contracted ſeveral alliances before the death of King WII. 
liam. He confirmed and improved theſe. He contracted others, after 
6 te acceſſion of Q. Anne; and re- united the confederacy, which 
8. had 


bad been diſÞblyed at the end of a former war, in a ſtrifter and firm- 

- * — _ Captain general and commander in chief 

#7 Of the forces of Great Britin. 
The Duke led to the field the army of the Allies. 

He took with ſurpriſing rapidity' Venlo, Ruremonde, Ste 
Liege. He extended. and ſecured the frontiers: of the Dutch. The 
enemies, whom he found inſulting at the gates of Nimeguen, were 
driven to ſeek for ſhelter behind their lines. He forced Bonne, Huy, 
Limbourg, in anqther campaign. He opened the communication of 
the Rhine as well as the Macs. He added all the country between 
krheſe rivers to his former conqueſts. The arms of France, favoured 
by the defection of the Elector of Bavaria, had penetrated into the 
heart of the Empire. This mighty body lay expoſed to immediate 
ruin. In that memorable criſis, the Duke of Marlborough led his 
troops with unexampled celcrity, ſecrecy, order, from the ocean to 
the Danube. He ſaw; he attacked; nor ſtopped, but to conquer the 


enemy. He forced the Bavarians, ſuſtained by the French, in their 


ſtrong intrenchments at Shellenberg. ile paſſ d the Danube. A ſecond 
royal army, compoſed of the beſt troops of trance, was ſent to re- 
inforce the firſt. That of the Confederates was divided. With one 
part of it the ſiege of Ingolſtadt was carried on. With the other 
the Duke gave battle to the united ſtrength of France and Bavaria. 
On the ſecon.1 day of Auguſt, x 704, he gained a more glorious victory 
than the hiſtories of any age can boaſt. ' The heaps of ſlain were 
dreadful proofs of his valour. A marſhal of France, whole legions of 
French, his priſoners, "proclaimed his mercy. Bavaria was ſubdued. 
Ratisbon, Augsburg, Un, Meminghen, all the uſurpations of the e- 


numy, were recovered. The liberty of the dyet, the peace of the 


Empire,' were reſtored. From the Danube the Duke turned his vic- 
torious arms toward the Rhine and the Moſelle. Landau, Treves, 
Traerbach were taken. In the courſe of one campaign, the very na- 
ture of the war das changed. The invaders of other States were 
reduced to defend their own. The frontier of France was expoſed in 
its weakeſt parts to the efforts of the Allies. 0 ns | 

* That be might improve his advantage, that he might puſh the ſum 
of things to a ſpecdy deciſion, the Duke of Marlborough led his troops 
early in the following year once more to the Moſelle. They, whom 
he had faved a few months before, neglected to ſecond. him now. 
They, who might have been his companions in conqueſt, refuſed to 
join him. When he ſaw the generous deſigns he had formed ſruſtat- 
ed by private intereſt, by pique, by jealouſy, he returned with ſpced 
ty the Macs. He returned; and fortune and victory returned with 
him. Licge was relieved ; Huy re-taken; the French, who had 
preſſed the army of the States-General with ſuperior numbers, re- 
tired behind entrenchments which they deemedimpregnable. The Duke 
forced theſe entrenchments, with inconſiderable loſs, on the * 


— 


. 


_—_ -- 


Book VII. Joun Dale of Marlborough. 344 
day of July, 1505. He defeated a great part of the army, which 
defended them. The reſt 2 a precipitate retreat. If advan- 
tages proportionable to this ſucceſs were not immediately obtained, | 
Jet the failure be aſcribed to that misfortune, which attends moſt con- ' 
federacies, a diviſion of opinions, where one alone ſhould judge; a 
diviſion of powers, where one alone ſhould command. The diſ- 
appointment itſelf did honour to the Duke. It became the won- 
der of mankind how he could do ſo much under thoſe "reſtraints, 
which had hindred him from doing more. | 
Powers more abſolute were given him afterwards. The increaſe 
of his powers multiplied his victories. At the opening of the next 
campaign, when all his army was not yet aſſembled, when it was 
hardly known that he had taken the field, the noiſe of his E 
was heard over On the 12th of May, 1706. he attack 
the French at Ramillies. In the fpace of two hours, their whole 
army was put to flight. The vigour and conduct with which he 
improved this fucceſs, were equal to thoſe with which he gained it. 
Louvain, Bruſſels, Malines, Liere, Ghent, Oudenard, Antw 
Daiame, Bruges, Courtray ſurrender d. Oſtend, Menin, Dender- 
monde, Acth were taken. Brabant and Flanders were recovered. 
Places, which had reliſted the greateſt generals for months, for 
ears; provinces, diſputed for ages, were the conqueſts of a ſummer. 
or was the Duke content to triumph alone. Solicitous for the ge- 
neral intereſt, his care extended to the remoteſt ſcenes of the war. 
He choſe to leſſen his own army, that he might enable the leaders 
of other armies to conquer. To this it muſt be aſcribed that Turin 
was relieved, the Duke of Savoy re-inſtated, the French driven with 
confuſion out of ltaly. a & 
Theſe victories gave the Confederates an opportunity of carrying 
the war, on every fide, into the dominions of France. But the con- 
tinued to enjoy a kind of peaceful neutrality in Germany. From 
Italy ſhe was once alarmed, and had no more to fear. The 
entire reduction of this power, whoſe ambition had cauſed, whoſe 
ſtrength ſupported the war, ſeemed reſerved for him alone, who had 
ſo triumphantly begun the glorious work. 
The barrier of France, on the fide of the Low Countries, had 
been forming for more than half a century. What art, power, 
expence could do, had been done to renderit impenetrable. Yet here 


ſhe was moſt expoſed ; for here the Duke of Marlborough threatened 
to attack her. | , 


To cover what they had gained by ſurpriſe, or had been yielded 
to them by treachery, the French marched to the banks of the 
Schelde. At their head were the Princes of the blood, and their moſt 
fortunate General, the Duke of Vendome. Thus commanded, 
thus poſted, they hoped to check the viftor in his courſe. Vain 
were their hopes. The Duke of Marlborough paſſed the river in 
their ſight, He defeated their whole army. The approach of 
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nigbt concealed, the proximity of Ghent favoured their flight. They 
neglected nothing to repair their loſs ; to defend their frontier. New 
generals, new armies appeared in the Netherlands. All contribut- 
ed to enhance the glory, none were able to retard the progreſs of 
the Confederate. arms. | | | 

_ Liſle, the Bulwark of this barrier, was beſieged. A numerous gar- 
riſon and a Marſhal of France defended the place. Prince Eugene 


_ 


Of Savoy commanded, the Duke of Marlborough covered and ſuſtained 
the ſiege. The rivers were ſiezed, and the communication with 
Holland interrupted. The Duke opened new communications with 
We bor and much, greater art. Through countries, over-run 
Dy, the enemy, the neceſſary convoys arrived in ſafety. One alone 
was attacked. The troops, which attack'd it, were beat. The de- 
Fence of Liſle was animated by aſſurances of rclief. 

Ihe French aſſembled all their force, They marched towards the 
town. The Duke of Marlborough offered them battle, without ſuſ- 
pending the ſiege, They abandoned the. enterpriſe. They came 
to fave the town. They were ſpectators of its fall. 

From this conqueſt the Duke haſtened to others. The poſts ta- 
ken by the enemy on the Schelde were ſurpriſed. That river was 
paſſed the ſecond time; and, notwithſtanding the great preparations 
made to preyent it, without oppoſition. 

b 9 beſieged by the Eleclor of Bavaria, was relieved. Ghent 
ſurrender id to the Duke in the middle of a winter remarkably ſevere. 
An army, little inferior to his own, marched out of the place. 

As ſoon as the ſeaſon of the year permitted him to open another 
campaign, the Duke beſieged. and took Tournay. He inveſted Mons. 
Near this city the French army, covered by thick woods defended 
by treble intrenchments, waited to moleſt, nor preſumed to offer 
battle. Even this was not attempted. by them with impunity. On 
the laſt day of Auguſt 110g, the Duke attack'd them in their camp. 
All was employed, nothing ayailed againſt the reſolution of ſuch a gene- 
ral ; againſt the fury of ſuch troops. The battle was bloody. The e- 
vent deciſive, The woods were pierced. The fortifications tram- 
pled down, The enemy fled. The town was taken. Doway, 
Bethune, Aire, St. Venant, Bouchain underwent the ſame fate in 
two ſucceeding years. Their vigorous reſiſtance could not ſa ve them 
'The army of France durſt not attempt to relieve them. It ſecme 


preſerved to defend the capital vi. the monarchy. . | 

c proſpect of this extreme diſtreſs was neither diſtant nor du- 
pivus; Ihe trench acknowledged their conqueror, and ſued for peace, 
Theſe are the actions of the Duke of Marlborough, 


Perform'd in the compaſs of few yeats; 
+ Sufficient to adorn the annals of ages - 
. The admiration of other nations 


5 Will be conveyed to lateſt poſterity, 
„ e hiſfaries cot the encwacs of Britain, 11 
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The ſenſe which the Britiſh nation had 
Of his tranſcendent_merit 
Was expreſſed 
In the moſt folemn, moſt effectual, moſt 1 manner. 
The acts of Parliament, inſcribed on W 
' Shall ſtand, 

As long as the Britiſh name and language lat, 

-- WMuſtrious monuments 


Of Marlborough's glory, 
And: 


n 
Of Britain's gratitude, 
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Letter upon the expedition to Scotland, 198. Refuſes 
to ſign the Hague preliminaries, 270 | 

Lewis, Prince of Baden, meets Marlborough, 74 

Liege taken, 45, Sicge of, raiſed, 112 

Lierre ſurrenders, 144 

Lillo, governor of, 38 

Limburg inveſted and taken, 65 

Lines of the French paſſed, 114, 331 | 5 

Liſle, Siege of, 223, &c. An attempt to throw ammuni- 
tion into it, 232 


\t 


«erg D 


M 

MJ plaguer, or Blaregnies, battle of, 285, &c. 
Maritime powers acknowledge the Duke of Anjou for 
King of Spain, 31 | N 
Marlborough, Duke of, his deſcent and birth, 1. Bro- 
thers and ſiſters, 2, 3. Education, 4. Made page of 
honour to the Duke of York, 16. Obtains a pair of co- 
lours, ih, Goes a captain in the ſervice of France, 5: 
The advantages he has in that ſervice, 16. An inſtance 
of his bravery, 6. Preſent at the ſiege of Maeſtricht, ib. 
Commended by the French King, 7. Further promoted, 
ib, Has a regiment given him, 16. Accompanies the 
Duke of York in his ſeveral retreats, 8, Marnes, 76, In 
danger of being caſt away, ib. Created a peer, ib. His 
moderation, 9. Sent againſt the Duke of Monmouth, 26. 


at ſent for to the queen's labour, but does not go, 10. His 
letter to King James, i6. His vindication, 11. He joins 
* the Prince of Orange, 12. Is made Lieutenant-General, 


ib. Created an Earl, 13. His ſervices at ory 
15 123 ib. 


T. N D E X. 
3. Reduces Cork and Kinſale, 76,----26. In Ireland 
and Flanders, 17. Falls into diſgrace, 18. Sent to 
the Tower, 19. Made governar to the Duke of Glouce» 
ſter, 20. Made plenipotentiary to the States, and com- 
mander of the Engliſh forces abroad, 21. His harangue 
to the States, ib. Made General of the Confederate ar- 
my, 24 Returns to England, ib. Marches towards the 
French, 40. Takes Veals, 42. Stevenſwaert. 44. 
- Ruremonde, 2b. And Liege, 45. Inſtance of his good 
conduct, 5. Taken priſoner, 47. but diſcharged, 48. 
Complimented by the States-deputics, 52. And by the 
| Engliſh parliament, 53. Anſwer to the governor, of 
Bonne, 55. Takes that town, 57. Strives in vain to 
bring the French to a battle, 60. Views the enemies lines, 
63. Takes Huy, 64, and Limburg, 65. Viſits King 
Charles II, 64. Sent for by the States, 68, Marches to re- 
leve the Empire, 73. Has a conference with the Princes 
Lewis and Eugene, 74. Advances to attack the Bavanans, 
76. Wins the battle of Schellenberg, 77. Takes Dona- 
wert, 79, Receives a letter from the Emperor, 8 . Joins 
Prince Eugene, 84. Marches to attack the French, ib. 
Wins the battle of Blenheim ,85, &c. Behaviour before, 
in, and after-the action, 87, Takes Augſburg into pro- 
. action, 88. Reccives a letter from the States, 90. Ano» 
ther from the Emperor, as Prince of Mindelheim. ib. Mar- 
ches towards the Rhine, 94. Leaves Prince Eugene to co- 
ver the ſiege of Landau; = Takes poſſeſſion of Homburg, 
| 8 ib. ——— ſiege of Traerbach, 70. 
Concerts 1 7 98. His negotiations at 
Berlin, 99. Reception at Amſterdam, 102. Arrives in 
England, 203. Lord- Keeper Wright's ſpeech to him, 
104. Manor of Woodſtock ſettled on him, 105. Takes 
the ficld again, 108. Offers battle to Marſhal - Villars, 
ho declines it, 109. His deſign on Saar-Lewis fruſtra- 
ted, 110. Obliged to decamp, 1 11. Raiſes the ſiege of 
Liege, 112. Retakes Huy, 113. Reſolves to attack the 
French lines, ib. Divides the enemies by a feint, and 
. 114. — 2 hi lnad tang 116. 
danger, ib Com plimented by Emperor Joſeph, 


3 he pale of he Di, ib. - l 


IN D E X. 


to che States, complaining of their deputies, 1 18. Re- 
flections on that affair, 121. Takes Sout-Lewe, 122. 


Goes to the Hague, 123 2 124; his reception 


there, 125; at the court of Pruſſia, 127; at Hanover, 
ib. Atrires in England, 128. Goes to Holland, and con- 
fers with the States - deputics, 135. Marches againſt the 
enemy, 136. Wins the battle of Ramilhes, 137. Letter 
to the States after the battle, 141. Paſſes the Dyle, 132. 
Goes to Bruſſels, 145. His two letters to the States upon 
the reduction of Brabant and Flanders, 145, 146. Goes 
to the Hague and Antwerp, 149. By his miniſter takes 
poſſeſſion of Mindelheim, 151. ges Menin, 155. 
Takes it, 156. Beſieges and takes Dendermonde, 160. 
And Aeth, 161. His reception at Bruſſels, 162. At the 
Hague, 163. His anſwer to the Elector of Bavaria's 
letter, 166. For continuing the war, 168. Receives 
the thanks of both houſes of parliament, ib. His ho- 
nours perpetuated, 168, &c. Arrives in Holland, 174. 
gets out for Saxony, and has an audience of the King of 
Sweden, 169. Waits on King Auguſtus, 170. Arrives at 
Berlin, ib. Speech to the King of Sweden, 177. Deſign 
-to attack the enemy fruſtrated, 181, 182, &c. Finds it 
in vain to harraſs his troops, 185: Arrives at the Hague, 
186. Goes to Germany, 187. To England, id Goes 
. with Prince Eugene to Hanover, ib. His proclamation to 
reclaim deſerters, 209. Wins the battle of Oudenarde, 212. 
&c. Draws up and expects an engagement, which the 
French avoid, 225. Covers the ſiege of Lifte, ib. &c. 
-- entrenches, 226. Alarmed again by the French, 229% 
| Marches to preſerve Bruſſels, 247. ts: Palles the Scheld, 238. 
- Befieges Ghent, 252. Enters it, 254. Goes to the Hague, 

253. Stays in the Netherlands, and receives the thanks 
of the Engliſh Commons, 256. Thanked in che Houſe of 


Lords, 257. Preſent at the negotiations in Holland, 264. 


266, 5 Sets out for the army, 272. Beſieges Tour- 
nay, 273. Takes the town, 277. And the citadel, 281. 
Marches to ſupport the Prince of Heſſe; 282. Views che 
enemy, 283. Wins che battle of Malplaquet, 285, &c. 
Beſieges Mons, 288. Takes it, 290. His ſpeech at the 
ee 293. Receives the thanks of both houſes of par · 


lament, 


FFD. Y. 


— 294, 295. Takes the field, 306. Paſſes the 
enemy's lines, 10. The Scarp, 306. Inveſts Doway, 307, 
Takes it, 311. Chancellor of Doway's ſpeech to him, 
313, Takes Bethune, 315, 316, St. Venant, 318. 
And Aire, 320. He is ill treated at home, 322. Yet 
outwardly careſſed, 323. Credit ſinks on his account, 10. 
His commiſſion renewed, ib. Goes to Holland, and Joins 
the army, 326. His motions, 327. Views the enemy's 
lines, 329. Paſſes the Senſet, 330. And the Scheld, 
331. Inveſts Bouchain, 332. Takes it, 333. Enco- 
mium on his laſt campaign, 334. Accuſed in parliament, 
336. Removed from all his employments, 337. De- 
fence of hinuſelf, 338. Goes abroad, 339. His recep- 
tion, 340. Vilits ſeveral places, 341. His return, #6. 
Retirement and death, 16. Summary of his actions, 342. 
His character, 5, 13, 14, 17, 18, 178, 340, 342, &c. 
Marſin, Marſhal, in the battle of Blenheim, 86. 
Meuin beſieged, 155. Surrenders, 158. 
Mindelheim, Principality of, taken * of for the Duke 
ol Marlborough, 151. 
Mons, ſiege of, 288. Taken, 290. 
Mortaigne taken, loſt, and Fon 305. 


Aſſau - Saarbruck, Prince 0 dies, 4 
Naſfau-Woudemberg, with General | Webb at the hide 
 _ of Wynendale, 234- Made governor of Aire, 328. 
O. 


Pdam, M. alarms the States, 61. Owns his fault, 36 
Oftend, fiege of, 147. Capitulates, 154 
Oudenarde ſubmits to the Duke of Marlborough, 147. Battle 
of, 211, &c, | 


Pariniv the two FOI 26, 27. 
Peace, negotiations of, 263, Kc. 294, Kc. 303, &c. 
| Pettecum, M. goes to Paris, 294. Reſolution on his an- 
ſwer, 296 | | 
Piedmont; affairs of, 26t 
Plaſſendael taken, 150 
Pope brought to ſubmiſſion, 301 g 
Portocarrero, Cardinal, 28 | 2 


Portugal, affairs of, 133, 298 


n KS 


1 proclaimed in France, 31. His expedition 2 

Scotland, 191, &c. 
R. 

AIN taken, 80 

Ramilſies, battle of, 137 

Rhine, campaigns on the, 49, 70, 134, 261, 298 

Rouille, preſident, his negotiations in Holland, 266, &c. 

Ruremonde taken, 45 


T Aliſh, General, a letter of his to the States, 121 
Santvhet taken, 124 
Savoy, Duke of, his loſſes, 133 


Scarpe, Fort, capitulates, 311. A deſign on it fruſtrated, 


; 


Schellenberg, battle of, 77 

Scotland, the Pretender's expedition thither, 191, &c. F aur 
of it, 204 

Seymour, Sir Edward, his inconſiſtent behaviour, 53 

Sout-Lewe taken, 122 

Spar, General, makes a diverſion in Flanders, 117 

Spain, Charles II. King of, dies, 29 | | 

Campaigns in, 106, 134, 260, 299, 324 

Stair, Earl of, raiſes contributions, 247 

States-General, their letters to the Duke of Marlborough, 
89, 116, 146, 254, 255 Wo, 

Stepney, Mr. takes poſſeſhon of Mindelheim, 151 

Stevenſwaert attacked and taken, 44 

Stirum, Count, defeated, 72 

Succeſs, reaſons why the Allies ſometimes wanted i it, 188 

Sweden, King of, Duke of Marlborough waits on him, 175. , 

&c. 


'To 
Allard, Count, threatens to bombard Duſſeldorp, 34 
Marches to the relief of Keyſerſwaert, 35. Taken in 
the battle of Blenheim, 86 
Tilhy, Count, purſues the French, 184. Makes an excur- 
ſion at the head of a party, 221 
Torcy, M. de, goes to the Hague, 266 
Tournay, ſiege of, 273, &c. | 
Tracrbach beſieged, 97 


Trier 


* 


rr. 
Hes wie, 97, 102, 105, Demoliſhed and abandoned, 


111. 
U. 

V— Prince, his character of the Duke of Marlbo- 

rough, 17 | 
Venant, St. inveſted, 317. Taken 318 

Vendome, Marſhal, threatens to relieve Menin, 157. Loſes - 
the battle of Oudenarde, 207, &c. Beſieges Leffinghen, 
243. Takes i 6. 243. 

Venlo, ſiege of, 4 

Villars, Marſhal, — a 3 109. His motions during 
2 lie eof Touray, 276. His interview with the Prince 

H 

Villeroy, 2 commands with Boufflers, 58. Loſes the 
battle of Ramillics, 137 

Voltaire, M. de, his account of the Duke of Marlborough's 
journey to Saxony, and 3 178 


WAR Origit of the laſt with France, 26 
Warneton taken by the enemy, 274 
Webb, - Geberal, wins the battle of Wynendale, 234 
William III. King, dies, 20. After having formed an al- 
Vance againſt France, 32 
Woodltock, manor of, led on the Duke of Marlborough, 
tog. The ſettlement Hg ys 169 
Wright, Lord-keeper, his ſpeech to the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, 104 
ee battle of, 234, &c. 
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